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The word, anticipation, is a verb; and its
meaning is active expectation. Like
preparing the house for guests for the
holidays, anticipation is tinged with
anxiety while waiting for loved ones to
arrive. Anticipation is an Advent word; as
in, we are anticipating the arrival of
Christmas. However, the anticipation of
Advent; the season of holy longing and
seeking God’s transforming grace, has become for us a
nerve-wracking march through anxious days as we prep
for the up-coming party and the number of shoppingdays left. As we count down till the 25th we end up
with worry about running out of time before it’s too
late. Interestingly, within our Christian tradition,
Advent, the month prior to our celebration of the baby
Jesus, is less about preparing for Christmas and more
anticipating our Lord’s second coming. We are given
this season to ponder our need for release from
captivity, our need for healing and hope, our longings
for the new creation that Christ’s second coming
promises. Advent ought not be a religious version of
Christiana Mall’s shopping-days countdown. It is,
rather, a season to enter into the story of God. It is a
time to consider how we use the time we have and the
end of time when Christ returns, when death is
defeated, when we are reunited with loved ones, and
live in God’s presence forever. Prepare is an Advent
word. As we anticipate the joy of the Christmas season,
we also eagerly anticipate the coming of Erik Myer and
his family. Erik has been called to serve as St. John’s
Minister of Music (See Sr. Warden’s article for bio). His
qualifications and ability to play the organ and direct the
choir goes without question. What I anticipate most is
Erik’s desire for ministry and his discernment of God’s
call here to proclaim good news. Erik makes whole our
ministry team starting January 13th. I anxiously
anticipate his coming. We are preparing to welcome him
with celebration. Anticipate. Prepare. These words of
Advent are verbs which call us to action. Our action is
to not work ourselves into a frenzy over getting that
cheap television on Black Friday or going into debt over
the things we must have wrapped and under the tree.
What we prepare for and anticipate for is not a fest of
consumerism, nor the saccharine sentimentality the
media pushes onto us. We are preparing our hearts for
the very reign of God, the restoration of all things. We
anticipate the advent of our Lord, where he shall come
again to judge the living and his kingdom has no end.

Fr. Chuck
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Starting Monday, Nov. 25, Father
Chuck’s office hours have changed.
His hours are now Monday to
Thursday from 9 am - 4 pm. He is
off on Friday. The church office (and
Marge) will still have the same
hours of Tuesday to Friday 11:303:30 pm.

Help Needed
Have you ever watched the acolytes on
the altar and thought “I could do that”?
Well, now is your chance. We are in need
of more acolytes and chalicists to help during our
weekly services and at special services during the year.
There is some training involved; as the Acolyte Master,
David Miller leads the training, which will be held one
Sunday after the 10:30 service. Chalice bearers train
with Father Chuck. Contact David or Eileen Miller,
Father Chuck, or the church office to volunteer.

On Saturday, December 7, 2019,
Salem City hosts the Yuletide Tour of Homes.
St. John’s ECW sponsors a Soup Lunch in the
Parish Hall as a fundraiser. From 11 am-4
pm, our kitchen will be open and serving such
delights as Doug’s NE Clam Chowder, Rich’s
Vegetable Soup, Chris’s Lima Bean Soup,
Julie’s Chicken Orzo soup, and more, along
with bread, crackers, hot dogs for the kids, and hot and cold
drinks. The church will be open for tours. If you are in Salem
for the parade or tour, stop in, get warm, and support the
ECW! For information on donating items for the lunch, please
see Julie Frieze after church, or contact Eileen Miller.
Join us for the first annual Pizza and PJs Movie
Night! On Sunday, December 29, at 4:30 pm,
we will gather in then Parish Hall for Pizza and
a movie (TBD). Wear your PJs (optional), bring your favorite
movie snacks to share, and enjoy an evening of food and
fellowship. Pizza & drinks will be provided. Please RSVP to
the church office by December 28, so we have enough pizza
for everyone!

The Deacon’s Bench
Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. John’s,
That crazy busy holiday season is fast upon us!
Too soon the turkey and stuffing will be gone, fall decorations
will be taken down and we’ll be knee deep in totes and boxes
trying to decorate and make our homes look festive for the
coming of Christmas. Advertisements push us to earlier and
earlier preparations. As for me, no Christmas decoration is
going up in my house until after Thanksgiving. I like to leave
my decorations up until Epiphany/ Jan 6th (and really until the
weekend after that). In the Episcopal Church we celebrate the
4 Sundays preceding Christmas as Advent – it is a time for
preparation (boy is that an understatement) but more
importantly a time to prepare our hearts to welcome the Baby
Jesus yet again into our lives.
During this very busy month ahead – take time to pause,
reflect, pray, and study if you can. A little time away from all
the other seasonal preparations is good for you!. As I look at
my December calendar, I think I have something planned for
every single weekend. I have no idea when Im going to fit in
everything I need to do! I will need that quiet time away from
it all and dwell in the love of our Savior.
I am looking forward to the Secret Santa Shoppe on Dec 14th.
Many of you have indicated you will help, and I thank you for
that – it will be an uplifting experience for you as you watch
the children’s faces selecting gifts for their loved ones,
wrapping them and going off with their bag full of goodies. It
is chaos to be sure but a very happy chaos.
I look forward to each week of Advent and the journey to
Bethlehem – I pray your journey is also filled with spiritual
renewal and joy.

Deacon Sally
Santa’s Secret Shoppe will be held on
Saturday, December 14 from 10-2. Help is
needed Friday night, December 13, to set
up and on Saturday to help in various
ways during the shoppe. Please contact
Deacon Sally for more information or to
volunteer.

Upcoming Outreach Activities
Sunday, December 14
Secret Santa Shop
New or gently used items needed
Volunteers needed for the shop
January 2020
Fence Project
New or gently used Hats, Gloves, Mittens to hang on
the fence for our community
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FOOD PANTRY WINDFALL
While serving the county as a voting
equipment technician, St. John’s member
Ron Ewen was at the polling station at
Queen of the Apostles Church in Pennsville the day before
election day, a day that coincided with that church’s food
pantry. There Ron met a representative from Mid-Atlantic
States Career & Education Center (a Central and Southern
New Jersey-based community service organization), who was
delivering items for the food pantry. Unfortunately, as the hall
had been set up for the election, the food pantry had been
cancelled. The gentleman asked Ron if he knew of anyone
who could use a supply of peanut butter and Ron suggested St.
John’s. Later that same day Mr. Jeffrey Truax delivered 300
jars of peanut butter to our Parish House! The following day our food pantry day - he delivered a large quantity of fresh
fruit to St. John’s. This serendipitous one-time event proved
an unexpected bonus for our patrons thanks to Ron’s quick
thinking.
Erik Meyer begins his tenure as
Minister of Music effective January
6, 2020, and January 12 will be his
first Sunday at St. John’s.
Originally from Collingswood, NJ,
he began his organ studies with J.
Bert Carlson and subsequently
earned bachelor and master’s
Degrees in Organ Performance from the Peabody Institute of
John’s Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD where he studied
with Donald Sutherland. He has performed organ concerts
throughout the US and Europe as well as flute & organ
recitals with his wife, Anna. His compositions are published
by several US music publishing houses and he recently won
composition awards from FredBrass, the Twin Cities AGO,
Presbyterian Association of Musicians and the Association of
Lutheran Church Musicians. He is an accomplished church
musician, having served at Luther Memorial Church in Erie,
PA for seven years and most recently for eight years as
Director of Music at St. Martin-in-the Fields Episcopal Church
in Chestnut Hill, PA.
There he directed three semiprofessional choirs, arranged and directed choir tours and led
an annual choir camp for children. He has served as Adjunct
Faculty at Mercyhurst University in Erie, PA and is currently
an Adjunct Faculty member at Boyer College of Music at
Temple University. He is active in the American Guild of
Organists’ Philadelphia Chapter, plays trombone in the
Jenkintown Community Band and violin with the Abington,
PA Symphony Orchestra. He and Anna and their children
Lydia and Lukas live in Willow Grove, PA, an hour’s commute
to Salem.
Not only an excellent musician, he is an
approachable and gracious person. Please give him a warm
welcome in January!
Senior Warden Larry Owen

“The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall
bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba
shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down
before him: all nations shall serve him.” PS
72:10-11
As we enter Adventide, our holy land
pilgrimage makes its way into the present day Republic of
Turkey, formerly the Ottoman Empire,  دولت عليه عثمانيهDevlet-i
ʿAlīye-i ʿOsmānīye, literally "The Exalted Ottoman State”. The
Derinkuyu underground city (Cappadocian Greek: Μαλακοπή
Malakopi) is to be found there. It’s an ancient 200’
underground city near Nevşehir, Turkey. Said to have been a
20,000 person Christian city, it had lodges, wine and oil
presses, stables, cellars, storage rooms, refectories, chapels,
spaces for animal markets and food stores. It is presently the
largest excavated underground city in Turkey and is one of
several
underground
complexes
found
throughout
Cappadocia.
According to local lore; “Caves might have been built initially
in the soft volcanic rock of the Cappadocia region by the
Phrygians, an Indo-European people, in the 8th–7th centuries
B.C., according to the Turkish Department of Culture. When
the Phrygian language died out in Roman times, replaced with
its close relative, the Greek language, the inhabitants, now
Christian, expanded their caverns to deep multiple-level
structures adding the chapels and Greek inscriptions. The city
at Derinkuyu was fully formed in the Byzantine era, when it
was heavily used as protection from Muslim Arabs during the
Arab–Byzantine wars (A.D. 780–1180). The city was
connected with other underground cities through many
kilometers (miles) of tunnels. Some artifacts discovered in
these underground settlements
belong to the Middle
Byzantine Period, between the 5th and the 10th centuries.
These cities continued to be used by the Christian natives as
protection from the Mongolian incursions of Timur in the
14th century. After the region fell to the Ottomans, the cities
were used as refuges (Cappadocian Greek: καταφύγια) by the
natives from the Turkish Muslim rulers. As late as the 20th
century, the local population, Cappadocian Greeks, were still
using the underground cities to escape periodic waves of wars.
For example, Richard MacGillivray Dawkins, a Cambridge
linguist who conducted research from 1909 to 1911 on the
Cappadocian Greek speaking natives in the area, recorded
such an event as having occurred in 1909: "When the news
came of the recent massacres at Adana, a great part of the
population at Axo took refuge in these underground
chambers, and for some nights did not venture to sleep above
ground.". In 1923, the Christian inhabitants of the region were
expelled from Turkey and moved to Greece in the population
exchange between Greece and Turkey, whereupon the tunnels
were abandoned. In 1963, the tunnels were rediscovered after
a resident of the area found a mysterious room behind a wall
in his home. Further digging revealed access to the tunnel
network. In 1969, the site was opened to visitors, with about
half of the underground city currently accessible.” (Source:
Wikipedia)
Adventide, at its best can be a spiritual, meditative return to
The Old Testament, as we focus on the coming of the Christ
Child on the night when the pure bright light of the love of
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God shone down on our earth, in The Baby Jesus. Germans
call Christmas “Weinachten” meaning literally "white night".
Christ’s birth is the defining moment of human history. It
separates the major eras; B.C & A.D. It proves God’s
faithfulness to his promises to the patriarchs. It demonstrates
God’s love for us his lost sheep whom he came to save, the
exact
opposite
of
all
other
world
religions.
“Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by; we
shall see him, but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high;
when like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait
around.” -Hymn 102 “Once In David’s Royal City”,
The Hymnal, 1982
On behalf of our whole family, I wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy A.D. 2020
“Non nobis, Domine, non nobis; sed nomine tuo da gloriam”,
“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us; but to thy name be the
glory.” Psalm 115:1

•

•
•

•

Ryan Bailey

• A reminder: If you
usually use a fob to get into
the church or chapel, the
fob system is currently
down. You must use a key until it is fixed.
Keep watch for our groundhog in our cemetery.
He is very big-stay away from him. 3 spots he
visits: 1. Chapel front door 2. Graves near the
church by sacristy (red) door 3. Next to large
pine tree in the middle of the pathway. We are
trying to catch and relocate him.
Watch out for leaves that have fallen. If they are
wet, they are slippery.
As winter approaches, don’t use the cemetery as
a cut through during snow events. Small grave
markers cause a tripping hazard. Please use the
front doors.
Thanks to Courtenay Reece, our CPR class went
well. Thank you to all who attended.

We pray for those who serve in our
military, especially:
Lance Corporal Jessica Armstrong, USMC
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Captain Joseph Flescher III, USAF
1st Lt. Marlene (Fletcher) Myers, USAF
2nd Lt. Michael McCormick, US Army
Soldiers and Families of New Jersey's Own 44th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, presently on mission in the Middle
East, Europe and Africa

12/05 Chardana Sweeney
12/09 Jennifer K. Frieze
12/09 Evelyn Trinidad
12/11 Wyatt A. Irvine
12/11 Timothy O’Hare
12/18 Aryanna Kernan
12/19 Margaret L. Hancock
12/21 Trudy O’Hare
12/24 Dennis O’Hare
12/30 Jeanette Finney
12/30 Aud Hamilton
12/30 Jennifer Laning

It’s that time again-if you are interested in
contributing to the Greening of the Church,
please fill out this form and return it to the
church office by December 15.
--------------------------------------------------------

The Greening of the Church ~December 2019
Once again, it’s time for planning the church Christmas
decorations, which will include the traditional poinsettias and
greens. We will order the plants and greens as your donations
allow. If you would like to make a donation to the Christmas
Decoration Fund, please complete the form below. Then
drop this form and your donation into
the offering plate on Sunday or mail your form and donation
to:
St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
**PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST BY DECEMBER 15, 2018.

NOTE: Please make checks payable to St. John’s
Episcopal Church. Write “Christmas Decoration Fund”
on the memo line of check.

12/25/1964
Helen & Jim Acton

Your Name: _______________________________
Phone Number: ____________________________

St. John’s Quilters
th

The St. John’s Quilters were recognized at the November 10
10:30 am Eucharist. They have completed 900 quilts for the
children who stay at the Ronald
McDonald House in Camden.
Pictured during the blessing of
the 900th quilt is Father Chuck
Messer, and a few of the quilters:
Sue Harker, Gail Boyd, Elizabeth
Vanaman, and Emma Bailey.
Other quilters include Peggy
Fittable (who crochets adorable
animals to be given to the
children),
Aud
Hamilton,
DeeAnn
Harris,
Bonnie
Holmstrom, Ruth Pedrick, Betty Simpkins, Joyce Hilderbrand,
Pat Adkins, and Sue Nelson. There have been other members
over the years that have moved away or retired. When the
Quilters first started in 1997, they were able to donate 8 the
first year. Now, they complete about one each week and take
around 50 each year. Gail Boyd is the founder and leader of
the quilters and says they love what they are doing and love
delivering them to see the joy they bring to children who are
ill. The Ronald McDonald house is so appreciative of their
effort!
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Amount donated & attached:__________________
In memory of:
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for:
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Questions? Please call the Parish Office: 856-935-1798.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:15 Adult Forum
10:30 am Rite II
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting

6:00 – 7:30
Father Time

9 am Quilters
9:00 am-Noon IAC
12-2 pm Food
Pantry
6:30 pm Special
Vestry Meeting
8 pm NA

10:30-3 pm
CIACC/YSC
10:30 am Bible
Study
12 Noon Holy
Eucharist
8 pm AA

6:30 pm Potluck
Supper followed
by Bible Study
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9

10

11

12

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:15 Adult Forum
10:30 am Rite II
Sandwich Sunday

6:00 – 7:30
Father Time

12-2 pm Food
Pantry
8 pm NA

10:30 am Bible
Study
12 Noon Holy
Eucharist
8 pm AA

6:30 pm Potluck
Supper followed
by Bible Study
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11-5 pm ECW
Soup Lunch
1-6 pm Yuletide
Tour
3 pm-5 pm
Cathedral Day

13

14

6 pm Set up
Secret Santa
Shop

10 am-2 pm

16

17

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:15 Adult Forum
10:30 am Rite II
Church
Fellowship Hour

6:00 – 7:30
Father Time

SHS Art Class Field
Trip
9:30-4:30 ARC
Driving Class
12-2 pm Food Pantry
6:30 pm Vestry
Meeting
8 pm NA

22

23

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:15 Adult Forum
10:30 am Lessons &
Carols
Pie Sunday

6:00 – 7:30
Father Time

29
8 am Rite I Chapel
10:30 am Rite II
Church
Pie Sunday

30

15

5 pm Pizza, PJ’s and
Movie Night
Deadline for January
Forerunner

5

6:00 – 7:30
Father Time

24
12-2 pm Food
Pantry
8 pm NA
5 pm Family
Eucharist
9 pm Festival Holy
Eucharist
31

18

19

10:30 am Bible
Study
12 Noon Holy
Eucharist

6:30 pm Potluck
Supper followed
by Bible Study

25

26

20

21

27

28

10 am Holy
Eucharist
8 pm AA
Office Closed
Office Hours
Monday: Closed
Tuesday-Friday:
11:30 pm-3:30 pm
Fr. Chuck’s Hours
Monday-Thursday
9 am-4 pm

CIACC-Children's Inter-Agency
Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
SCC-Salem Com. College
MAC-Music Around the County
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From the Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday Bulletin
is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special announcements.
St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Deadline for articles for the December Forerunner is December 29. This is your publication-what do
you want to see included? Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews,
or anything you think would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to
ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other items of
interest. Email them to me (preferred) or leave them in the office.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
FACEBOOK
Rector:

The Rev’d Charles Messer

Deacon:

The Rev’d Sally Maurer

Senior Warden:
Dr. Lawrence B. Owen
Junior Warden:
David Miller
Treasurer:
Ann Neff
Admin. Assistant:
Marjorie Warren
Minister of Music (Interim) Joanne Owen
Forerunner Editor:
Acolyte Master:

Eileen Miller
David Miller

856-935-1798 (office)
610-800-8795 (cell) frchuckmesser@gmail.com
856-769-1409 (home)
856-297-2385 (cell) slarrabee@comcast.net
856-769-3212
lbjkowen1982@comcast.net
609-202-7197
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
856-358-9610
gwneff@mac.com
856-935-1798
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
856-769-3212 (home)
609-420-0309 (cell) lbjkowen1982@comcast.net
609-202-7220
ecmiller114@gmail.com
609-202-7197
rrdmiller@yahoo.com

Vestry Class of 2022 David Miller Ron Wohlrab
Class of 2021 Ryan Bailey Ron Magill (Clerk)
Class of 2020 Sue Harker Gwen Norton
Recording Secretary: MaryAnne Clisham
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Bill Mecum
Ann Neff

Schedule of Services

Every Sunday

8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
9 AM—Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM-Christian Formation
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed by
Fellowship Hour

Every Wednesday

10:30 AM Bible Study in the Parish Hall
Noon---Holy Eucharist in the Chapel

Every Thursday

6:30 PM Bible Study in the Parish Hall with Potluck Dinner

Special Services

Sunday, December 22 10:30 am
Lessons & Carols
Tuesday, December 24
5 pm Family Christmas Eve Service
9 pm Festival Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, December 25
10 am

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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Main Church
Main Church

Chapel

