the forerunner
November 2018
Take care that you do not forget
the Lord your God, by failing to keep his
commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes,
which I am commanding you today. When you
have eaten your fill and have built fine houses
and live in them, and when your herds and flocks
have multiplied, and your silver and gold is
multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting
the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and
terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes
and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and
fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did
not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do
you good. Do not say to yourself, “My power and the might of
my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” But remember
the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get
wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to
your ancestors, as he is doing today. If you do forget
the Lord your God and follow other gods to serve and worship
them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely
perish. Like the nations that the Lord is destroying before you,
so shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of
the Lord your God. Deuteronomy 8:11-20
November is upon us and soon it will be
Thanksgiving. Here we are, once again, celebrating God’s
abundant provision for us – thanking him for all that he has
given us so faithfully during another year, remembering that all
our food and sustenance come from him, and giving a bit of a
nod in the direction of those who are less well off than we are.
We’ve brought along stuff from our well-stocked cupboards,
from the groaning shelves of our supermarkets – even,
perhaps, from the fertile soil of our gardens.
But I’m sure most of us can remember times when we
weren’t quite so well supplied. Some of you can remember if
you are of a certain age, but most of us do not. Some can think
back to when you were just starting out on your own – single
or married – and you had to think carefully how you were
going to use your limited income. There was a time when you
could only spend what you’d got, when credit was not an
option. They seemed difficult times, but through faith we see
how God carried us through – then thanked him for his
miraculous provision.
The words from Deuteronomy 8 are part of Moses’
long address to the people of Israel as they approached the end
of their wanderings in the desert, enroute from their lives as
slaves in Egypt to the new land that God had promised them.
Moses reminds them of the ways in which God has helped
them during their forty years on the move – a nomad nation
with no settled home and no real opportunity to produce their
own food and clothing. He recalls the way in which God fed
them miraculously with manna, their clothes didn’t wear, and
they were kept healthy. God provided for them every step of
the way.
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Now they stand on the brink of a new life, they are to
grasp their destiny and settle this new land God has promised
them. Moses gives them a glimpse of what they’ve got to look
forward to in It will be a land where they “will lack nothing”.
There will be farmland fertile with fruit and grain. There will
be plentiful supplies of water, good land for crops and earth
full of minerals. It’s almost a paradise. They can start a new life
and marvel at all that God has given them. Instead of
wandering they can settle down. Instead of tents, they will live
in houses. Instead of just getting by they will have plentiful
flocks and herds. Instead of poverty they will know wealth.
And there’s the danger, says Moses. They may well
forget where it all comes from. He warns them of the
temptation to start saying, “Look what I’ve done. See what I’ve
produced. This has all been achieved through my effort, my
skill, my planning.” Remember that this is still all God’s work.
God may be giving you more than you had in the desert. God
may be allowing you a greater share of the earth’s resources.
God may be providing more than you’ve been used to. But it’s
still all from God. He provides the raw materials. God gives
you your skills and your vision. God provides the natural
infrastructure for your development. God is the one who
actually “gives you the ability to produce wealth.”
Moses says, if they forget about God and his
provision, they’ll start following other gods. It will be very easy
for them, in the kind of situation in which they will find
themselves to get sucked into the practices of their neighbors
and forget God.
But the same dangers confront us as confronted the
people of Israel on the borders of Canaan. And that is
especially true today, here and now. Here we are, probably the
most privileged people on earth, with all we could possibly
want within easy reach. Within this country we are in a
privileged position. We can surround ourselves with quiet,
peace, calm, and live in an area that is relatively crime-free. We
are privileged with quality education, access to good health
facilities and leisure. Most people live in secure houses with
the means to decorate it in ways we want. When we eat, we eat
till we’re full. If not, Wawa is just around the corner. We
might not have herds and flocks, but our silver and gold are
increasing in our bank accounts and all we have is multiplied.
And the temptation is there to say, “Look at me. Look what I
have done by pulling up my boot straps!” We revel in our
education as if we taught ourselves to read and write. We look
at our careers and congratulate ourselves on the way we’ve
climbed higher on the corporate ladder. We sit back and enjoy
whatever wealth we’ve got as if we’d personally minted every
coin we possess. Somehow God, upon whom it all depends is
left out of the equation. We even set ourselves up as gods,
believing that it’s all about self-sufficiency. And the gap that is
left gets filled with other gods. Materialism, jingoism,
consumerism and militarism – these are all the gods which
replace the One True God when we lose sight of our reliance
on him and forget to thank him for what we’ve got.
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From the Rector, continued
And when we forget that it’s all from God and
assume that we’ve created it all ourselves, then we start
to believe that we can do what we want with it. It
becomes our property and ours alone, so there is no
responsibility to share it for the good of others. Then we
end up with a world full of want. While we strive for
better and better conditions and benefits for ourselves,
the rest of the world fades into the background and
those who have nothing are forgotten, along with the
God who created them and loves them. There are long
passages in this book of Deuteronomy in which Moses
lays out the policies which are designed to ensure that
all share in God’s provision and no-one takes too much
for themselves at the expense of others. Forget God and
you forget your fellow human beings. Forget your fellow
human beings and you are clearly forgetting God and his
word. Thanksgiving is a good time to remember God and
his provision – but make sure it’s by no means the only
time you remember.

In peace, Fr. Chuck+

NOTE:

Bible Study will be cancelled on
Thursday, 11/1; 11/15; 11/22 and Wednesday
11/14; 11/21.

All Saints Day Service

On Thursday, November 1 at 7 pm,
St. John’s will host a Holy
Eucharist
with
incense
in
commemoration of All Saint’s Day.
Adult Christian Formation
Sunday, 9:15 AM
Following the 8 AM worship service, we gather in the
parish house for thought provoking material and
stimulating conversation. Coffee and light refreshments
will be provided. This is not your grandmother’s Sunday
School class, but a safe place where open and honest talk
of God, the world and our place in it happen with love
and care for one another.

Don’t Forget to set your clocks
BACK before you go to bed on
Saturday, November 3
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From The Deacon’s Bench
We have entered our busiest Outreach
season – and I am thankful to each and
every one of you who make these wonderful projects
successful. In early September, the Trinidad children,
Father Chuck and I delivered 35 fully stocked backpacks
to Salem Middle School. The school was delighted and
each backpack had a small, colorful ‘God has your back’
sticker in each pencil case. Now we are in the middle of
Operation Christmas Child and some of the completed
shoe boxes have already been brought back to the
Church. Meanwhile, we have received many, many bags
of candy destined for our Trunk or Treat operation on
Halloween.
In November, I’ll be asking for donations of
new/regifted items for our Secret Santa Shop which will
be held on December 8th. Our community Thanksgiving
Service will be held on Sunday, November 18th at 4pm at
the First Presbyterian Church – this year we are
collecting children’s underwear and socks – I’d love to
haul a big bag of these items with me to that service.
Meanwhile, many people continue to help our Food
Pantry, which hands out pre-filled bags of groceries
every Tuesday. If you are available, more help is needed
on Tuesdays, there is a sign up sheet on the office door.
If you would like to know more about this invaluable
program, please talk to the Pankonians.
As many of you saw on display at Father Chuck’s
Celebration of New Ministry, the Quilters are busy
stitching away at this year’s array of quilts. They are
always in need of supplies, speak with Gail Boyd if you
would like to know more.
At Christmas time, we will no doubt provide some
‘gifts’ for a family – details are not yet worked out but
we will begin that project in early December and last,
but not least of our ‘winter projects’ is to collect hats
and mittens and scarves for our annual giveaway.
There is always so much need…there is always so
much to do….there is no end to the ‘projects’ and
activities we can come up with to help our neighborhood
and our town.
I am thankful for each and everyone of you, your
talents, your generosity, your willingness to help – you
are doing God’s work, you are being the Image of Christ
to this broken and sad world –
Thank you,

Deacon Sally Maurer

We had a work crew from the Salem
County Correctional Facility working
around our campus during September
and October. They were here for 13
days. That adds up to 230 man hours
and saved us approximately $8000 in
labor. They scraped and painted the wrought iron outside,
pulled out bushes, cleaned up the churchyard, cleaned the
Parish Hall and Main Church and did various other chores
around the campus.
Next year, we are planning to go out for bid to do outside
painting around the campus. We also plan to replace the
bushes between the church and chapel.

David Miller
Chai

Our Parish Family is in a time of great
rejoicing, upon the celebration of new
ministry for our 33rd Rector, The
Revd. Charles Messer. I am happy to
report that a beneficial feature for the
life of our parish is the Kerygma Bible
Study which Fr. Chuck has begun. We
are in the process of discussing Biblical Archaeology,
Textual Criticism & multiple historical issues in the
context of Morning Prayer & scriptural reflection. Father
had distributed several papers for the good of the class,
which we found very useful for our edification, to include
maps, timelines and tables of authorship of the Sacred
Writ. I know this learning experience is of great benefit to
our family and the parish at large & look forward to it,
week
by
week.
One subject of interest in our Bible Study is the
richness of traditions within what we are sometimes wont
to think of as the monolithic teaching of holy mother The
Church. Even as a Biblical Literalist I am confronted with
multiple nuances & versions on themes throughout the
dogmas $ texts around which we have all chosen to
govern our lives.
An interesting example is Mt. Sinai. One tradition holds
that the site of the holy mount is on the Sinai Peninsula.
There the Monastery of St. Catherine is located & even
established a land patent from The Prophet Mohammed.
Another tradition holds that the mountain is one and the
same with the Jabel Al Lawz or Mountain of Laws in
Saudi Arabia. Galatians 4:25 refers to "Mt. Sinai in
Arabia". Here we have the differences which we see
espoused by the separate orders of monks and friars,
universities etc, across the ages. In discerning the unique
perspective inherent in each we draw glory upon glory
and establish more lessons in history as we progress in
our lifelong education. Non Nobis Domine, Non Nobis.
Sed Nomini Tuo Da Gloriam. "Not unto us, O Lord, not
unto us, but unto thy name give the glory" PS 115:1,
KJV

Ryan Bailey, Sr.
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ALL SAINTS DAY
HOLY EUCHARIST
We will celebrate All Saints
Day in solemn splendor on that specific feast day this
year. Our service of Holy Eucharist will be Thursday,
November 1, at 7:00 PM. (Choir call is 6:00 PM.) This
will be a change from past years, when we have moved
our celebration to the Sunday following All Saints Day (a
practice which is not in accordance with the canons of
the Book of Common Prayer.) The music for this Feast
Day liturgy will include two preludes: Song of Peace for
organ by Jean Langlais and Litany for All Saints by Franz
Schubert (sung by Gwen Norton). The Offering Anthem
will be In Paradisum from Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem.
The Communion Motet will be O Sacred Feast by Healey
Willan. The Postlude will be from Johann Gottfried
Walther’s Concerto in B-flat Major. The Processional
Hymn will be “For All the Saints” … What else would it
be?
CHORAL EVENSONG
The Choir of St. John’s will sing the first of two
scheduled Choral Evensongs on the Sunday following
All Saints Day, November 4, at 4:00 PM. Evensong is a
beautiful contemplative service of music, scripture, and
prayers with ancient roots in the Anglican Church. The
choir of volunteer and professional singers, under the
direction of William Clisham, Minister of Music, and
assisted by organist Joanne Owen, Minister of Music
Emerita, will offer appropriate music, including Preces
and Responses by Richard Shepherd, Magnificat & Nunc
Dimittis in C, Opus 115 by Charles Villiers Stanford, a
Psalm setting by Joseph Corfe, and two anthems by
Michael John Trotta. Please come and invite all your
friends for this very special service of prayer, scripture
and song.
INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS
If you did not participate last season, but are interested
in joining the St. John’s Choir or reviving the St. John’s
Handbell Ringers, please contact Bill Clisham at your
earliest convenience. Auditions are not required, but a
“get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for placement and
planning purposes. If you know of someone who might
fit the bill, please have them contact Bill Clisham. See
the back of the service bulletin for contact information,
or come to the organ console and introduce yourself
following the Organ Postlude at the conclusion of any
liturgy.

We pray for those who serve
in our military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy
2nd Lt. Michael McCormick, US Army
LCpl Jessica Armstrong, US Marine Corps

Mr. Aden Dunfee #205

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, November 11-Shoebox Collection
Saturday, December 1-Yuletide Tour
Saturday, December 8-Santa’s Secret Shop

St.   John’s   is   again   sponsoring   a  
soup lunch during the Salem
Yuletide Tour. We are looking for
donations of pots of soup or
bread. Please sign up in the
Parish Hall or call the church
office to let us know what you can donate. Lunch will be
available after the parade and during the Yuletide tour.

11/1 Cassandra Moore
11/3 Amy Schwarz
11/3 Aidana Messer
11/4 Sydney Gabrielle Lavine
11/6 Zachary Jaeger
11/8 John Laning III
11/12 Henry James Hollenweger
11/18 Earle Robinson
11/21 Andrew Irvine
11/23 Rob Runkle

11/29 Kassandra & Rob Runkle

Aden Dunfee, Grandson of Rich & Juliana
Frieze, has completed   his   ‘Breakout’   (Basic)  
Training period at Fishburne Military School
in Waynesboro, VA and is now Cadet Aden
Reece Dunfee, Private. Congratulations
Aiden! If you wish to send him a card or letter, his address is:
Fishburne Military School
225 S. Wayne Avenue
Waynesboro, VA 22980
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PICS & PIPES
The 1928 Silent Film

The Cameraman

Starring Buster Keaton
Featuring renowned theater organist Wayne Zimmerman.

Saturday, November 10, 2018 7 PM
Alloway Baptist Church
41 West Main Street, Alloway
Free Admission

Activity Page
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From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You   can   also   check   out   St.   John’s   website:   www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St.  John’s  is  also  on  Facebook  (St.  John’s  Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by NOVEMBER 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other items of
interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.

St. John’s  Episcopal  Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
FACEBOOK
Rector:

The  Rev’d  Charles  Messer

Deacon:

The  Rev’d  Sally  Maurer  

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Eileen Miller

856-935-1798 (office) cell: (610) 800-8795
frchuckmesser@gmail.com
856-769-1409 (h)
cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
856-935-5398
local_art@comcast.net
cell: 609-202-7197 rrdmiller@yahoo.com
856-358-9610
gwneff@mac.com
856-935-1798
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
cell: 908-472-7597 wfclish@aol.com
609-202-7220
ecmiller114@gmail.com

Vestry Class of 2021 Ryan Bailey Ron Magill Bill Mecum Recording Secretary: MaryAnne
Class of 2020 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff (Clerk)
Clisham
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller
Ron Wohlrab
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Schedule of Services
Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
9:15 AM-Christian Formation-NOOMA in the Parish Hall
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed by
Fellowship Hour
Every Wednesday
10:30 AM Kerygma Bible Study in the Parish Hall (cancelled on
11/14; 11/21)
Noon---Holy Eucharist in the Chapel (cancelled 11/14)
Every Thursday
6:30 PM Kerygma Bible Study in the Parish Hall with Potluck
Dinner (Cancelled on 11/1`; 11/15; 11/22)
Special Event
Thursday, November 1-7  pm  All  Saint’s  Service  in  the  Church

St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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