The Forerunner
October 2018
Christians are made. Christians are born, not
by blood or culture, but by the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit; a personal experience of God that births faith.
We believe that it is in the waters of baptism that
Christians are made. We make a promise to those
being baptized that we will do all in our power to
support them in their life in Christ (BCP p.302). This
is teaching one another how to become a disciple of
Jesus Christ. God molds and shapes us through prayer,
reading of scripture, and in the fellowship of other
Christians. However, worship is the axis of our formation as believers
and our transformation as sisters and brothers in Christ.
I am not a cradle Episcopalian; the hand motions, repetition
of prayers, and the standup-sit down-kneel was confusing at first.
However, once I learned the why we worship the way we do, I
embraced it fully. In my opinion that is what God wants: to know God
in full. Our worship attempts to do that. Every service of Christian
worship is a drama – a drama in which we enact, proclaim, and, as
well, participate in the mighty acts of God. We are actors in the
drama. We stand. We sit. We kneel. We speak and sing. We make
various gestures which allow us to participate, enter in and be
involved into the drama of mass (which is another word for
‘eucharist.’)
For those of you who are unaware of the meaning and
purpose behind why we worship the way we do, rest assured you are
not alone. How many of you cross yourselves and not know why?
When you see others bow at certain times are you confused? Why the
costumes and parade each Sunday? Why use a Prayer Book?
Someone had to tell me that “Eucharist” is a Latin word for “giving
thanks,” that the word “liturgy” meant “work of the people.” Do you
know the meaning behind our rituals and traditions? All the questions
are important to our formation; however, more importantly, the
answers are even more critical to the Christian formation of our
children.
Each Sunday we reenact Holy Week. Beginning with a
procession that recalls to us Palm Sunday, we are participants at the
Last Supper Jesus shared with the apostles on Maundy Thursday and
experience Good Friday in the breaking of the bread. We leave
empowered by the Holy Spirit in the peace and joy of Easter after
being fed by him. This is heavy stuff to comprehend. It was not by
osmosis that I learned this. I had to be taught and someone had to
teach it to me.
Most of us grew up in a culture and society where
Christianity was dominant. Most of us grew up learning stories of the
Bible, singing Christmas carols at school and attending church
regularly. My fondest memories of church were the weekly pot-luck
suppers each Wednesday night and the friends I made in youth group.
There was a time when Sundays were set aside from sports activities
so that parents would not feel conflicted with attending church. I
remember when most businesses were closed on Sunday and most
people didn’t have to work. Those days are over. Often, we pine for
the good ol’ days when more people attended, kids were enrolled in
Sunday School, and there was a feeling of really being connected to
one another; but times have changed. In most households, both
parents have jobs. No longer do we have a five-day work week, but it
is now 24/7. So many things are pulling for our attention that wasn’t
there 20 years ago. Looking at how things use to be through rosecolored glasses is comforting but has a very short shelf life. We have
relied on for too long the work others have invested in us in teaching
us the Christian faith that we have neglected the children that have
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come after us. For example, did you just happen to start saying the
Lord’s Prayer from memory suddenly or were you taught it?
I propose we get back to the basics. I say we teach the faith,
especially to our kids, and instruct all of us on why we worship the
way we do. There are opportunities here at St John’s where you can
grow in your relationship to God. Beginning October 3 rd & 4th we will
engage in weekly Bible study. Each Sunday at 9:15 AM Adult Forum
happens where we discuss the Christian faith and how it relates to our
lives throughout the rest of the week. Many within the congregation
have expressed a desire for some sort of real-time worship teaching or
commentary which would shed light on the various elements of the
service. Such a teaching service is often known as an “instructed
eucharist. This we will do on October 21st. But what about the
children? Where is Christian formation for babies and toddlers and
youth?
This question of children’s education is a major topic of
discussion and prayer. Deacon Mauer and Ron Magill and I are
working on providing a structured children’s Sunday School. With the
help and input of parents and educators within the congregation, we
are looking to put together a children’s Christian formation
committee. You are most invited to join in this important work.
Within these discussions we realized that there are many
challenges, most of all the limited number of children we currently
have. However, God has blessed us with a whole bunch of Bailey
children. Through grace, the Holy Spirit led the Trinidad family to us
with their kids. Sean Vanderveer and Matty Runkle will need a
Sunday School teacher. God has provided us with these children as
our mission field where the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers few
(Lk. 10:2). St John’s needs you instructing our children and modeling
before them the life of Jesus. Instead of waiting for more children, let
us pour ourselves and our love into the children God has already
given us and, with God’s help, form them into lifelong disciples of
our Lord Jesus.
Nothing is more important that growing in the knowledge
and love of God. Discipleship is above everything. Before our Lord
ascended into heaven he did not say to go out into the world and grow
churches, instead he says, “go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you” (Mt. 28:18). This is our task. This is the work of the
people: to make other disciples of Jesus.
Faithfully,
Chuck+

Join us for Bible Study

Weekly Bible study with Fr Chuck begins October 4.
There will be a morning session each Wednesday
beginning at 10:30 AM and an evening session each
Thursday beginning at 6:30. Each session will have
refreshments. A covered dish dinner will precede the
Thursday night study. You will need to bring a Bible
(any version – the more the better!). You will be given a
participant guide, Kerygma: Discovering the Bible.

From The Deacon’s Bench
As many of you know, the liturgical season of
our church have always been important to me. As a child, one
whole year in Sunday School was devoted to coloring a poster
wheel of these seasons. Each season we studied what the
purpose of that season was and it formed our understanding of
the changing lectionary. I wish I still had my ‘wheel’. I have
no idea what happened to it as my mother saved everything!
Here in New Jersey we have seasons – Winter, Spring, Summer
and Fall. Other parts of our country do not experience the
dramatic changes these seasons bring. No changes in leaf
colors, no crisp air, no snow, no crocuses pushing up from
underneath the blanket of fallen leaves. Although I often wish
to live in a temperate climate where its Springtime weather
year-round, I am grateful for the changing seasons that usher
in a different time of year.
Many of our Church Holy Days were started or founded to
incorporate seasonal changes to focus our attention on Christ
instead of pagan rituals. Many other Christians reject these
celebrations as a result. Some of the more obvious attempts
are holidays like All Saints Day, Nov 1st and All Hallowed Eve
or Halloween. There is even a full service in our Book of
Occasional Services for All Hallow’s Eve (page 108) which our
Dean recently suggested could be a fun service for our youth,
held in the grave yard! I’m wondering what a stir that might
create with our evangelical brethren!
In Mexico, people celebrate Dia de los Muertos honoring their
loved ones who have passed away by decorating their graves,
bringing special foods and picnicking at the cemetery. This
celebration seems very strange and perhaps macabre for us
Anglos but actually acknowledges the Communion of Saints
that we espouse as Episcopalians. There is a wonderful
animated movie called “Coco” that is available to rent now that
I recommend should you like to learn more.
It takes me a while to ‘get into Fall’ and prepare for the season
where I view all things dying – like all the bedding plants in my
yard and the leaves on the trees but here we are. Our Church
makes no changes until Advent, with the exception of All
Saints Day, Thanksgiving and Christ the King Sunday. We will
continue that ‘big green season’ for another few weeks – the
overlay is sometimes hard to reconcile.
So, I have an idea to celebrate Fall activities with our Church’s
response. First, I invite you to participate in the Trunk or
Treat Outreach on Halloween (All Hallow’s Eve) from 4-6. We
need candy and treats to hand out to the approximately 100
children who pass through. More importantly we need CARS
– just drive on in at 3:30 and join our semicircle – we have
some decorations and you may decorate the trunk or the hatch
of your car – nothing too scary – we have Charlie Brown Great
Pumpkin decorations for example. Maybe we will even ‘do’ the
All Hallow’s Eve service in the GraveYard at 6pm??? Come to
the All Saints Day Eucharist on November 1st and, new this
year, provide us with the list of names of your loved ones who
have passed on who you would like remembered at that service
– please make sure we have your list by Sunday, Oct 28th.

Deacon Sally
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Adult Christian Formation
Sunday, 9:15 AM

Following the 8 AM worship service, we will gather in
the parish house for thought provoking material and
stimulating conversation. Coffee and light refreshments
will be provided. This is not your grandmother’s Sunday
School class, but a safe place where open and honest talk
of God, the world and our place in it happen with love
and care for one another.

Celebration of New Ministry
On Sunday, October 14, 2018, at 4 pm, St. John’s will
host a Celebration of New Ministry for The Reverend
Charles Messer. The Right Reverend William Stokes,
12th Bishop of the Diocese of NJ will preside. The
Reverend Richard C. Alton, Rector of St. Clement’s
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, will preach. A reception
will follow in St. John’s Parish Hall. Please join us for
this official welcome for Father Chuck.

For the reception for Father Chuck, the
main dishes will be provided and we are
asking that our congregation members
provide hot or cold side dishes. They can be dropped
off at the parish hall in the morning or afternoon of
October 14. If they will need reheating, please make
sure you include a note with directions. We WILL
NOT need desserts. Please contact Eileen Miller
(609-202-7220 or ecmiller114@gmail.com) and let
her know what you will provide.

We have had a work crew from the
Salem County Correctional Facility
working around our campus for the
last few weeks. They are scraping and
painting all the wrought iron fencing
and railings. They worked in the main church, cleaning all the
woodwork and pews. They will be with us for a few more
sessions to complete the painting and a few other jobs.

David Miller
Chair

Diocean Evensong in
Celebration of Older
Adults

Ann and George Neff
were honorees at the
Evensong at Trinity
Cathedral on Saturday,
September 29. Adults
over 60, from all over
the Diocese, were nominated by their congregations
and recognized by Bishop Stokes at this event. On
Sunday, September 30, the Neff’s were honored at
the 10:30 service at St. John’s. Congratulations!

We pray for those who serve
in our military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy
2nd Lt. Michael McCormick, US Army
LCpl Jessica Armstrong, US Marine Corps

ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
Our
Choir Retreat on
September 8 was a great
success (as was the Happy
Hour which followed the
Retreat) … lots of GREAT food, lots of fun, LOTS of music.
The choir’s first Choral Eucharist of the 2018-2019 season was
Sunday, September 9; it was magnificent. It certainly is good
to have the choir back, leading the liturgy. There is always
room for an additional singer or two.
The Choir will participate in a big way at Father
Chuck’s Celebration of a New Ministry on Sunday, October
14 at 4:00 PM, presided by Bishop William Stokes. There will
be MUCH music at Fr. Chuck’s welcome request.
The Choir is also preparing for a solemn liturgy
celebrating the Feast of All Saints Day on Thursday,
November 1, at 7:00 PM. Our Anthem that evening will be “In
Paradisum” from Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem.
The choir is also preparing to lead a Candle-light
Choral Evensong on Sunday, November 4, the Sunday after
All Saints Day, at 4:00 PM, featuring Magnificat & Nunc
Dimittis in C Major, Opus 115 by Charles Villiers Stanford
and two wonderful Anthems by Michael John Trotta, a
graduate of Rowan University, an exciting new composer and
conductor, and a friend of many in this parish.
INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you did not participate last season, but are
interested in joining the St. John’s Choir, or if you are
interested in re-starting the St. John’s handbell Ringers, please
contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. Auditions
are not required, but a “get-acquainted meeting” is necessary
for placement and planning purposes. See the back of the
service bulletin for contact information or come to the organ
console and introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.
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10/1
10/5
10/8
10/10
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/18
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/28
10/28
10/29
10/31

Gayle Irvine
Aden Dunfee
Wyatt Richard Frieze
Trudy Glaspey Koston
Gwen Hasheian Norton
Wendy Laning
Doug VanSant, Sr.
Nate Gable
Gail Boyd
John Ensslen
Elizabeth Acton Irvine
Ann Neff
Jim Acton
Theresa VanSant
Lauren Marie Frieze
Christiana Sparks Battiato

10/16 Richard and Juliana Frieze
Aden Dunfee, Grandson of Rich & Juliana
Frieze, is a student at Fishburne Military School
in Waynesboro, VA. If you wish to send him a
card or letter, his address is:
Fishburne Military School
225 S. Wayne Avenue
Waynesboro, VA 22980
Mr. Aden Dunfee #205

St. John’s Bell
by Larry Owen

We hear the St. John’s bell
rung every Sunday, but few
have ever seen it and its
history
was
heretofore
unknown. The St. John’s
Vestry Minutes make no
mention of a church bell
prior to or at the time the
present
sanctuary
was
dedicated on February 8,
1838. However, the minutes
of October 21, 1839 report
that a committee was appointed “to have such alterations made
to the clapper of the bell as they shall deem necessary” indicating that a bell had been installed when the church was
built. The minutes of the Vestry meeting of August 12, 1847
state, “The Bell was ordered to be recast, and R. B. Austin,
Josiah Harrison and James Mecum were appointed to have the
same done – and same were instructed to have the steeple be
painted and have the ball of vane removed if the same can be
conveniently done at their discretion.” If a heavier clapper had
been installed in 1839, this could have led to the bell’s
cracking in 1847.
The Vestry chose Joseph Bernhard of Philadelphia to
recast the bell. Bernhard had been an apprentice for John
Wilbank at his foundry in Philadelphia, a firm that was in
business as early as 1813.1 After Wilbank’s death in 1842, the
foundry was in the hands of Bernhard who operated it until
1880.
A sister bell to the Pennsylvania State House bell (the
“Liberty Bell”), served as the State House clock bell until
1828. These two bells were cast in England in 1753. When
the clock bell was determined to be inadequate, John Wilbank
was awarded a contract to cast a new one. His bell was
installed in the State House in September 1828.2 The old
clock bell (the sister bell to the Liberty Bell) was sold to St.
Augustine’s Roman Catholic Church at 4th & Pine Streets in
1830. This bell was destroyed when the church was burned at
the time of anti-Catholic riots in 1844. Joseph Bernhard
recast the remains of that bell (the Liberty Bell’s sister) in
1847, the same year that he recast the St. John’s bell.3 4

1

Philadelphia Directory & Register for 1813 (online)
The Liberty Bell and its sister, the clock bell, each weighed 2080 pounds.
The 1828 Wilbank clock bell at the Pennsylvania State House (now
Independence Hall) weighed 4600 pounds. It was replaced by a 13,000-pound
bell cast by Meneely & Kimberly of Troy, NY for the U. S Centennial in 1876.
The Wilbank clock bell is now in the abandoned Germantown Town Hall in
Philadelphia.
3 The bell Bernhard recast from the original State House clock bell fragments
is located in the Augustinian Heritage Room of the Saint Thomas of Villanova
Monastery at Villanova University. The original bell weighed 2080 pounds.
The recast bell weighs 154 pounds.
4 Rongione, Louis A., “The Liberty Bell’s Sister”, Villanova University, 1976
2
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St.
John’s
will
again host Trunk or Treat for the children of
our community. Wednesday, October 31 from
4-6 pm in the parking lot at St. John’s. Come
join us-decorate your trunk or just come and
help those that did. We are also asking for
donations of bags of candy if you can’t attend
but want to help. Contact Deacon Sally for
more information.
LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, October 14-Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox distribution
Sunday, November 11-Shoebox Collection
Saturday, December 1-Yuletide Tour
Saturday, December 8-Santa’s Secret Shop

Activity Page
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From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by SEPTEMBER 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other items of
interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
FACEBOOK
Rector:

The Rev’d Charles Messer

Deacon:

The Rev’d Sally Maurer

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Eileen Miller

856-935-1798 (office) cell: (610) 800-8795
frchuckmesser@gmail.com
856-769-1409 (h)
cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
856-935-5398
local_art@comcast.net
cell: 609-202-7197 rrdmiller@yahoo.com
856-358-9610
gwneff@mac.com
856-935-1798
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
cell: 908-472-7597 wfclish@aol.com
609-202-7220
ecmiller114@gmail.com

Vestry Class of 2021 Ryan Bailey Ron Magill Bill Mecum Recording Secretary: MaryAnne
Class of 2020 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff (Clerk)
Clisham
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller
Ron Wohlrab
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Schedule of Services
Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
9:15 AM-Christian Formation-NOOMA in the Parish Hall
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed by
Fellowship Hour
Every Wednesday
10:30 AM Kerygma Bible Study in the Parish Hall
Noon---Holy Eucharist in the Chapel
Every Thursday
6:30 PM Kerygma Bible Study in the Parish Hall with Potluck
Dinner
Special Event
Sunday, October 14---4 PM---Celebration of New Ministry &
Installation for Father Charles Messer, Bishop Stokes
presiding. Dinner Reception following

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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