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The Forerunner

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Salem, NJ

As we move from Easter to Pentecost and the long season of ordinary time, the message remains the same: The Lord
is risen! I pray your heart be mended and your love empowered by the blessedness of the glorious impossible we
hold onto: God has refused to let war, disease, and violence, heartbreak and even death have the final say. The Lord
is risen!
Belief that a dead man came back to life seems no more fantastical today than it must have seemed two thousand
years ago. The first disciples would not or could not believe until they had experienced the resurrected Lord. Their
experience began a movement, a crescendo of the love of God for all people. Over and over, men and women
throughout history have imitated the love of Jesus. Our experience of their imitation God uses to birth faith within
us. Faith in God compels us to love our neighbor, especially those who suffer. Faith changes us; the old self has passed and the new
has come.
If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless
and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he
raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has
not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied (1 Corinthians 15:13-17).
If you are hurting, know that God is to you. If your heart has been broken and sees no way forward, God has placed these words
before you for a reason. Hear God’s hope to you: Just as the warm winds call the birds home to nest again, God calls you. Love calls
you home. No strings attached. You can start over no matter the circumstances. Like the grass that will soon shoot from the cracks in
the sidewalk, the love of God refuses to abandon you. Just as spring has burst upon us refusing to let a hard, frozen ground keep her
buds from flowering, may you draw comfort knowing you are loved and never alone.
I am so grateful to call St John’s my home. Our church home is a place where love lives. Grace is our currency. Peace and unity are
the signs of our wealth. Our church is a motley mix of lives who have imitated the sacrifice of Jesus in witness to others for
generations. We exist to proclaim God’s grace through Jesus Christ. God is love. Love welcomes all. Love never gives up. Love never
dies.
In the end, Easter is not about you and what you believe. Easter is about God and how God has destroyed death by going through
death. Easter is about, even at the grave, our song is alleluia. All begins and ends in Easter. Our belief in Easter, we will be shown by
our kindness towards others, our compassion for the suffering, and our willingness to sacrifice on behalf of others. Our experience of
Pentecost empowers us to reflect the glorious impossible given to all.

Faithfully,
Fr. Chuck

`

Diane and I are grateful to have been “pounded” as well
as we were. We were amazed at the care and detail
some of the gifts were. Thank you. We are blessed to be
called to St John’s and it is by grace we make our home
among you.
The Messer Family

My Dear People of the Diocese of New Jersey,
It is my sad duty to inform you of the death of the 11th Bishop of New Jersey, the Right Reverend George Edward
Councell. Bishop George was transferred to hospice care at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in
Hamilton this afternoon and died at approximately 6:00 PM this evening. Family and friends were with him.
I had an opportunity to say prayers and anoint him, and said commendatory prayers with the family.
We will communicate with the Diocese and the wider Church family about arrangements as soon as details are
known.
Please pray for Ruth, their daughters Martha and Sarah, and hold the Councell family in your prayers.
May his soul and the souls of all the departed through the mercy of God rest in peace and rise in glory.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

The Right Reverend William H. Stokes
12th Bishop of New Jersey
Bishop Councell’s funeral was held on Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at Trinity Cathedral in Trenton. Presiding Bishop The Right
Reverend Michael Curry preached, The Right Reverend William H. Stokes, Bishop of New Jersey, presided; and the Right
Reverend Alan M. Gates, Bishop of Massachusetts, offered the tribute. Father Chuck Messer, Deacon Sally Maurer, David
Miller and Bill and MaryAnne Clisham represented St. John’s. Deacon Sally served as Deaon to the 25 Bishops that attended
and Bill and MaryAnne sang in the choir for the service.
All who knew and were ministered to by Bishop Councell will dearly miss him. More information on his life and family can
be found at this link: http://dioceseofnj.org/diocesan-news/2018/05/22/in-memoriam-and-funeral-arrangements-the-rightreverend-george-e-councell/. May he rest in peace and rise in glory!
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From the Deacon’s Bench
The past couple of weeks have born the loss of
two influential people in my formation as a Deacon. On April
29th, the Chaplain for the School for Deacons, Father Eric
Brechner died suddenly from an apparent heart attack.

He

was 63 and actively serving two parishes as well as his
responsibilities as Chaplain.

During our three years of

schooling, he led us in prayer and reflection and was available
to us individually as we trudged through the process of
becoming Deacons. I know I speak for about 60 or so deacons
when I say that all of us were stunned and saddened by his
unexpected death. He was a kind and gentle man, he was
always supportive and present. He was always interested in
each and every one of us, remembering even tiny details of our

that I did not have any preparation for and that perhaps at
least a morning spent on this would be helpful for other
deacons who might find themselves in a similar situation. He
responded that he was most grateful for that feedback.
Imagine that he probably sent that same email to multiple
Deacons and that he dealt individually with each of us. He
also sent me a beautiful small icon that now hangs on the wall
in my home.
His memorial service was a beautiful, gentle, solemn
celebration that made us reflect on the hope of resurrection.
Father Frank Crumbaugh preached and you know that was
spot on! Apparently, Fr Frank was in seminary behind Father
Eric and served as one of his Sacristans so he knew him well.

lives and I’m sure praying for each of us in specific ways. I

While vesting for Father Eric’s memorial service, we received

had the pleasure of returning to the school after ordination to

word that Bishop George Councell had suffered a serious

preach one early Saturday morning and serving with him at

stroke. Our hearts were heavy for him as well.

the Altar, with his gentle instructions of his preferences.

Although Bishop George had been to Good Shepherd for

Most recently, he sent an email to me asking, on reflection,

confirmation, I had never really spent time with him until my

what could have been covered in school that was not.

discernment interview.

I

I was pretty terrified to drive to

responded that in my role here at St John’s I had had to learn a

Trenton and meet with the Bishop. There, Mary Ann Rhoads

great deal about the ‘books’ and the management of parish life

continued on page 3

Deacon’s Bench continued

He always knew who I was. Every diocesan event, while he

showed me into his office where I sat in a lovely chair and had
about a 2-hour conversation with the Bishop. He quickly set
my heart at ease, he just had that way about him. He wanted
to know me, after all, Deacons answer to the Bishop. During
our conversation, he did ask direct and probing questions of
me. He wanted to know my heart. He wanted to know who I
really was. Yet I never felt uncomfortable enough to give up.
I answered him absolutely honestly about everything.

I

wanted him to know me and I wanted him to see my call to
the diaconate.
Later in the process, I was grilled by many others, priests,
laity, teams, psychologists all who asked me deep and pointed
questions.

But no interview was as kind and gentle and

meaningful to me as the one with Bishop George.
Some of you may know that my father lived in Florida for a
few years. In 2009, he had emergency surgery for a perforated
bowel and I flew immediately to be by his side. I had to return
in 48 hours for my final interview with the Committee on the
Diaconate – it was a wild couple of days but I’m glad that I
returned for that final interview, as I found out I was the only
candidate.

Imagine! The next day I returned to Florida to

continue my care of my father. One day I went to the post
office to retrieve my father’s mail and when I got back into the
car, the Diocese had called. It was Bishop George! I called
right back and explained the situation to him and he stopped

was still the Diocesan Bishop and after he retired – he knew
me by name. He would remember details about me and ask
me how I was doing. I always felt cherished by him. Some of
you remember that he used me all day at the Election
Convention as his pick up organist for hymns during spaces in
the election process. He asked me how he was doing with
selecting hymns – I told him as long as there weren’t 5 sharps
or 6 flats I could sight-read them – it was a daunting task for
me to play that big cathedral organ with 600 people out there
but I did it, because he asked.
Bishop George was burdened with serious health issues. His
progressive Parkinson’s made him emotional, he often cried
during sermons – he felt it was the Holy Spirit. The stroke
that he had on April 28th was devastating and took away his
ability to swallow. He died only a few days later, after his wife
made the decision to ‘make him comfortable’. Tuesday, May
29th, we will again gather at the Cathedral to celebrate his life
and ministry.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will preach;

how awesome is that.
I have become more and more conscious of how we must be
the Image of God to this sinful and broken world. Two great
men have been received into the ever-loving arms of God –
both, for me at least, have certainly been the Image of God
with their lives and ministry. I shall miss them both!

Deacon Sally

everything and prayed for my dad, his recovery and for me.
Oh, then he told me that I had been accepted into the school
for Deacons.
Our first day of class, Bishop George welcomed us and with
his typical wry sense of humor, he gave us a tote bag and a
diocesan pencil! He quipped that the Diocese was too poor to
afford pens! I used that tote bag all three years and I still have

It’s time again to plan our VBS for July 30th to
August 3rd. This year we will be visiting Babylon
and learning about Daniel and his courage in the
Lion’s Den. Volunteers are needed to help as

the pencil in my memories box!

group leaders, station leaders, kitchen helpers and set up and clean up

The day before ordination was spent in retreat with Bishop

Sally, or Marge in the church office know. We will have a meeting soon

George. The six of us spent about 8 hours with the Bishop in

of all interested volunteers. Also, we will be asking for donations of

guided prayer, conversation, practical information and joyful

food and supplies again this year. A list will be coming soon. A

celebration of our upcoming ordination. As we reviewed the

planning meeting will be held on June 10 at 9:15 am (between the 2

ordination service, he appointed me to CHANT the dismissal!

services). Brunch will be served. We ask all that are interested in

When I knelt before Bishop George to be ordained, I closed

helping attend the meeting. If you cannot attend, let Laurie Bailey or

my eyes and let the words wash over me. As I opened my

Deacon Sally know that you are interested in helping.

eyes, all I could see was his big pectoral cross – it was such a
moving moment.

Later, at St John’s for a regional

confirmation service, I held his pectoral cross as he was
vesting. I guess I was gazing at it a little too lovingly when the
Bishop opined, “Don’t get any ideas” and I replied “It could
happen” and we both laughed.

crews. If you can help in any way, please let Laurie Bailey, Deacon

This past month we had a lot of work
done by various contractors. The
projects included

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

• Rewire the main power feed
to the organ blower motor. The wiring was
changed from 2-phase to 3-phase (240 volts).
Also, install a variable speed drive unit, a new 3phase box and a 50-amp breaker.
Termites were found in the chapel. At the end of
May, spraying and foundation injections will be
made. Some damage was done. Small items,
such as windowsills, may need to be repaired. In
the basement of chapel, one beam was found to
be minimally damaged. No repair is needed for
this.
Rector’s office is finished. Some furniture was
moved, new carpet installed, new computer
added and phone line repaired.
On June 4, the Parish Hall floor will be stripped
and waxed. I am asking for help to put the tables
and chairs in the racks on June 3 after
Fellowship Hour. Your help is needed to help
keep labor costs down. If the floor company has
to do it, it costs 2-3 hours of labor.
Our lawn care company has mowed and
fertilized the lawn. It looks nice due to the week
of rain, 5/16-5/19.
Father Chuck’s nameplate has been installed on
the St. John’s plaque.
A large branch fell in the middle of the cemetery.
It was removed. Also, our resident groundhog is
back. We are trying to get him to move away.
If you have any issues or concerns regarding
buildings & grounds, please call the Parish
Office.

Jean Louise Miller-AA in Education:
Rowan College at Gloucester County
Emma Messer-Renaissance High School,
Nashville, TN
Aidana Mc Cutcheon-Pennrest High School,
Media, PA

6/2
6/4
6/6
6/8
6/10
6/10
6/11
6/11
6/13
6/17
6/25
6/27
6/28
6/29
6/29
6/30

Nina Rodriquez
Francine Peterson
Tiana Trinidad
Ida Brennan
Christopher Willis
Nathan Willis
David Miller
Erin Gralley
Pasha Chard
Virginia Sisco
Sue Harker
Jimmy Trinidad (son)
Austin Schwarz
Hollis Irvine III
Peggy Fittabile
DeeAnn Harris

6/11

Deacon Sally and Oscar Maurer

6/18

George and Ann Neff

David Miller

6/20

Chuck and Diane Messer

Junior Warden

6/22 Lauren and Nicholas Bowen
6/26 Irv and Pasha Chard
6/30 John III and Jen Laning

Sunday June 24 is St. John’s
Day. We will celebrate after the
10:30 am service with a picnic
at the Parish Hall. St. John’s will provide the
burgers and hot dogs. Attendees are asked to bring
a side dish or dessert. Please sign up so we have an
idea of how many people are coming. Sheets will be
available in the church, chapel, Parish Hall and
office.

We pray for those who serve in our
military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
nd
2 Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy
nd
2 Lt. Michael McCormick, US Army
PFC Jessica Armstrong, US Marine Corp

UP-COMING
SPECIAL
MUSIC
LITURGY: On Sunday, June 17, 2018
the St. John’s Choir will sing the
Missa Brevis in D Minor by Wolfgang
Amadeus
Mozart
within
the
framework of the 10:30 AM Holy

Eucharist as it was originally
intended. It will be sung in Latin, but English translations will
be provided in the service leaflet. This is one of Mozart’s
earliest compositions for the Church. He composed it at age
13! It is the shortest of all his Mass settings and the only
Missa Brevis set in a minor key … though it is anything but
somber. You are encouraged to come out in force, and bring
as many guests as possible with you. You won’t be
disappointed. The Missa will feature our own Kelly Freno as
soprano soloist, Mezzo Gwen Norton, Tenor Andrew Sullivan,
and Basso Don Layton, with the full St. John’s Choir,
accompanied by string trio and organ. The Choir will be
under the direction of Bill Clisham, Minister of Music. Joanne
Owen, Minister of Music Emerita, will be our guest organist
for the service. The guest string players and guest singers are
made possible by the generosity of all those who have
contributed to the “Special Music Fund”, a non-budgeted
fund which supports guest musicians (instrumentalists or
vocalists) for special events such as this.
ST. JOHN’S CHOIR: will continue to lead the Choral Eucharist
at 10:30 AM each Sunday through June 24, 2018. Our final
liturgy of the season will be a festive celebration of The Birth
of St. John the Baptist on the actual Feast date. This date is
th
the 296 anniversary of the founding of St. John’s parish!
Our musical offerings on that day will focus on the nativity
and ministry of St. John the Baptist and, therefore, may have
a decided “Advent” flavor. There will also be a very festive
and extended Organ Prelude & Postlude: Prelude and Fugue
in D Major, BWV 532 of Johann Sebastian Bach.
FUTURE SINGERS & RINGERS: If you have not sung in the St.
John’s Choir in recent years, or played hand-bells in the St
John’s Ringers, but are interested in the challenges and
satisfactions of participating in one or both of these
ensembles, please contact Minister of Music, Bill Clisham to
discuss details about next season (September 8, 2018 – June
23, 2019): voice placement, bell positions, music folders,
vestment, etc. Bill Clisham can be contacted in person
following the Postlude for the 10:30 Holy Eucharist any
Sunday, on his cell phone (908-472-7597), or by e-mail
wfclish@aol.com

The words of The LORD are pure
words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times.” PS XII:VI
This Whitsuntide we are continuing
our holy land journeys in the ancient
kingdom of Syria. In Syria many
Biblical sites were preserved very
well due to conditions of dry air and constant warmth.
Artifacts are now concurrently presenting themselves
from the bosom of the earth & in constant danger of
being lost in war. In the 1970s the Ebla Tablets were
discovered in Northern Syria. These clay tablets were
inscribed around 2300 B.C. and have verified multiple
texts in Sacred Scripture. The veracity & genuineness of
personal and place names from the Old Testament
accounts, to include the name Canaan & the five “cities
of the plain” in Genesis 14 are confirmed by these
tablets. These places, & by extension the entire Bible,
were errantly taught by many scholars to have been
legendary. This is yet another example of the literal truth
of holy writ. The science of archaeology is producing
more light for us in the ancient history & disproving
certain of the nineteenth century fallacies of higher
criticism. “VII. Of the Old Testament. The Old Testament
is not contrary to the New: for both in the Old and New
Testament everlasting life is offered to Mankind by
Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and Man,
being both God and Man. Wherefore they are not to be
heard, which feign that the old Fathers did look only for
transitory promises. Although the Law given from God by
Moses, as touching Ceremonies and Rites, do not bind
Christian men, nor the Civil precepts thereof ought of
necessity to be received in any commonwealth; yet
notwithstanding, no Christian man whatsoever is free
from the obedience of the Commandments which are
called Moral”.-From The 39 Articles of The Faith,
adopted by the Church of England in 1571, BCP pg.
869. My fond regards and best wishes to you & yours for
an enjoyable & safe summer,
by Ryan Bailey, Sr.

Avery
Frieze-Dunfee
has
received
th
distinguished honors since 9 grade. She
will be entering her junior year at CRHS in
September. Avery will be leaving for Italy on
June 26 for a 10-day tour with her Latin
Club. Pray for safe travels.
Aden Dunfee will be embarking on a week’s
stay at West Chester University to attend a Tech Camp. Aden
th
will be entering 8 grade at Stow Creek School in September
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

3

4

5

6

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour-Birthday
Sunday

Parish Hall
closed for floor
treatment

9 am-3 pm IAC
12-2 pm Food
Pantry
7 pm NA

910 am-3 pm

10

11

12

13

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Sandwich Sunday
Vestry

5-6 PM Yoga

12-2 pm Food
Pantry
7 pm NA

12 pm Holy Eucharist
& Healing
8 pm AA

17

18

19

20

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II Missa
Brevis in D Minor
Fellowship Hour
2 pm NA Public Relations
meeting in Library

5-6 PM Yoga

12-2 pm Food
Pantry
7 pm NA

12 pm Holy Eucharist
& Healing
8 pm AA

24

25

26

27

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II with
Honor Guard of Knights
Templar
Fellowship Hour
St. John's Day Picnic

5-6 PM Yoga

12-2 pm Food
Pantry
7 pm NA

12 pm Holy Eucharist
& Healing
8 pm AA

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

CIACC, YSC
12 pm Holy
Eucharist & Healing
8 pm AA

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County

May
S

M

July

T

W

T

F

S

S

M

T

W

T

F

1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3

4

5

6

S
7

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

27

28

29

30

31

29

30

31

From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by JUNE 25. Family
news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think would be of
interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.
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Vestry Class of 2021 Ryan Bailey Ron Magill Bill Mecum Recording Secretary: MaryAnne
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller Ron Wohlrab
Clisham
Class of 2020 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff (Clerk)

Schedule of Services

Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed
by Fellowship Hour
Every Wednesday
Noon---Holy Eucharist Rite II and Healing-Chapel

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

