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The Forerunner

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Salem, NJ

Friends,
It is with great joy that I introduce myself as your new pastor and rector of St John’s. God is good and faithful in
guiding us both to this new beginning. I give thanks for the work of the Discernment Committee, for their
steadfast commitment to finding God’s priest and a partner in St. John’s future. I am eager to begin our work
together. Thank you, God!
I am especially blessed to be supported by devoted and talented people. Deacon Sally’s enthusiasm, talent, and devotion to doing God’s
work, make her an inspirational partner in what I believe will be a ministry of good works -- not only of our congregation, but for Salem
County and the world. Bill Clisham brings a caliber of music ministry that is truly a gift from God. I will treasure and rely upon his
extensive knowledge and understanding of worship through music. God has been especially good to me in the guidance and friendship of
Ron Magill. I am just now discovering what all of you already know of him: his kindness, wisdom and grace. I am excited to join the team
and am ready for what God has in store at St. John’s.
I come to St John’s with a wife and three children. Diane, a lifelong educator, is a Professional Learning Specialist at School District of
Philadelphia. She is also an amazing watercolor artist, seamstress and baker. Our son, Arman (19), is completing his certification as a
CNC machinist. Our girls, Emma (18) and Aidana (18) will graduate from high school this year. Currently, we live in Media, PA, but
we are eager to become permanent residents of Salem County. We welcome your prayers as we search for our new home and begin the
process of starting a new life.
I am very much looking forward to this time and place where God has led me. He knew, before I fully realized it, that what I needed and
wanted was a slower pace, less traffic, and more fishing and camping. It is as if St. John’s, a gem tucked away in the natural beauty of
Salem County was revealed to me at just the right time – His time.
Know that you are in my daily prayers. Please keep Diane and our children in yours. I am looking forward to meeting you for worship
Sunday, May 6th, and beginning the exciting process of coming to know each of you.
Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, to the
only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
Jude 1:24-25
Your new friend and pastor,

St. John’s is hosting a Welcome Luncheon on Sunday May 6, 2018,

Fr. Chuck Messer

parishioners are encouraged to attend to welcome Father Chuck and

following the 10:00 service (we will eat around 11:30-12). All
his family. Chicken and roasted potatoes will be provided. Attendees
are asked to bring a side dish. Please sign up in the Parish Hall,
Chapel, Church or Office so we know how many people are attending.

Beginning on Wednesday, May 3, Holy Eucharist, Rite II will be celebrated each
Wednesday at Noon in the Chapel.

From the Deacon’s
Bench
Exciting times are about to begin here at
St. John’s. As we welcome our new Rector, Fr. Chuck, a
contagious air of enthusiasm is brewing within our
congregation. We have a strong and welcoming congregation
and Fr. Chuck is most impressed with all that we do and are
here in the City of Salem. He was very excited to learn that
we have two major events coming up this summer so let’s
show him how good we DO things –
First up, we are part of the City Lights Mission Trip this
th
st
summer. From July 15 -21 , City Lights will be holding their
mission trip right here in the City of Salem. Their efforts will
repair and rehab several houses on Olive Street, the same
street where Lighthouse Ministries has their garden. St
John’s has agreed to house the young men each night. Every
day they will take their meals at the First Baptist Church and
then proceed to Olive Street for their projects. At the end of
the day, after showering, dinner and evening prayer
meetings, the girls will go to First Presbyterian and the boys
will come to St. John’s to sleep. If you would like to be
involved during the day, many hands are needed to help
them accomplish their work.
Second, this year our VBS will travel to Babylon to learn of
Daniel and his friends’ faithfulness in a strange land. As
always, this is an all parish event – we need everyone to help
in some fashion. Last year, asking for donations of food for
the planned menu was a terrific success so even if you cannot
be hands on during the week, providing some of the menu
items will be greatly appreciated. Our VBS is a fantastic
outreach to many children in our community each summer.
th
rd
VBS will be held July 30 to August 3 .

April was a busy month with a lot of
projects going on.
• The Rector’s office is 98%
done. Carpet is ordered and will be
installed April 30th. All panting is done. Father
Chuck’s office will be done before May 6th.
• We had several burials in the churchyard, near our
shop building. Over the past few weeks, we had 3-4’ of
rain. The ground is soft-be careful walking in the
cemetery.
• During one of the storms early in the month, 2 large
branches pulled the electric service off the church.
Atlantic Electric was called. Within one hour, 2 line
trucks from Delmarva Power reattached the wires and
fixed the meter box. They also reattached the phone line
to the building. The crews worked 1½ hours.
• New wiring and 3-phase electric has been run to the
blower room for the organ blower motor. A new
breaker and drive boxes were added, Do you know
what voltage 3-phase the church uses? 240 volts.
The church property looks good. Flowers are blooming. Spring is
here!

On April 8, 2018, St. John’s
was blessed to be part of the Quinciñera of
Jimmira Trinidad. During the 10:30
service, Jimmira and her parents, Evelyn
and Jimmy Trinidad processed in behind the cross. During the service,
Jimmira and her parents participated in the special service for the
Quinciñera. Following the service, the Trinidad family hosted a
luncheon reception. Congratulations to Jimmira for reaching this special
milestone!

As always, I am grateful to the faithful people of St John’s.
Everything I ask, you support, demonstrating your faith in
action. You are the face of Christ to the world

Deacon Sally
On Wednesday, May 2 from 7-9 pm, there
will be a Bishop’s Forum at Christ Church,
Woodbury. The discussion will be centered
around Discerning Our Common Call. All
are encouraged to attend.

William W. Chew, Jr., a
contributing member of our
Church and a resident of
Pennsville, N.J., passed away on
April 7th, 2018 at the age of 82. His service was
officiated by Deacon Sally and he was buried in our
church graveyard with a military honor guard attending.
Our condolences go out to his family. May he rest in
peace and rise in glory.

We have, without question, one of the
finest—if not THE finest—liturgical
ministries around. We are rich in talent:
excellent choir, fine organ, profound and
challenging preaching. We are rich in
liturgy and rich in history, and we look
forward to an exciting future.
Our
facilities also host a multitude of ministries to the community at large.
Good things are happening at St. John’s. Easter Sunday was certainly
ample evidence of that! Let’s spread the word. Invite your friends and
neighbors to come and see for themselves.

very soon …June 17, when we hope to have a string trio to accompany
the choir and guest singers in a special musical liturgy, including
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Missa Brevis in D Minor, K. 65. If you
cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a player, that is not a cause for
concern … every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement Fund. There are
actually some envelopes in your box of pledge envelopes specifically for
this fund (but donations need not be confined to those envelopes). This
fund is intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and enhancements
to St. John’s pipe organ—the best in Salem County.

THANK YOU TO CHOIR, ETC.
St. John’s Choir did a most commendable job during Lent,
Palm Sunday, Holy Week (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the
Easter Vigil), and especially on Easter Sunday. If you are among them,

When making a donation to either of these designated funds,
please be sure your check (or envelope) is clearly marked for that specific
fund so that it will be deposited and used correctly as intended.

you deserve all the accolades heaped upon you. St. John’s Choir will
continue to rehearse and lead liturgies, including several very special
ones in May. We will celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension on
Sunday, May 13, with music by Healey Willan, Robert Jordahl, Felix
Mendelssohn and Ernst Pepping. Then we will celebrate the Feast of
Pentecost on Sunday, May 20, with music by Nicolaus de Grigny,
Christopher Tye, Melchior Franck and Johann Sebastian Bach. This
will be followed by Trinity Sunday, May 27, with music by Johann
Gottfried Walther, Johann Pachelbel, Johann Sebastian Bach, and even
a setting of In the Year that King Uzziah Died, an anthem by yours
truly.
As if all of that were not enough, we will continue to prepare
for a “high mass”, with Mozart’s Missa Brevis in D Minor K.65 as part
of our Holy Eucharistic on June 17 as well as to prepare for St. John’s
297th anniversary on the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist,
Sunday, June 24.
We also eagerly anticipate celebrating Fr. Charles Messer’s
installation liturgy, with Bishop Stokes presiding, on a date and at a
time yet to be determined.
SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two important non-budget music funds to which
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Barbara Sweeney
Christopher Gray
Bill Pankonien
Carla Buck
Caitlin Murphy
Andrew Wang
Ryan Bailey
Debra Ann Gralley
Evangelina Bailey
Jan Peterson
Chris Sorenson
Alana Rodriguez
Rachael Cagle
Maria Lugo
Phyllis Little
Eleanor Bailey
Jeffrey Buck
Lars Runkle
Helen Acton
Jennifer Buck
James Irvine

friends and supporters of the Music Ministry at St. John’s can
contribute. These funds carry over and accumulate from year to year, so
you may be assured that your donation will be used for its intended
purpose and not be transferred to the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund. This is
intended to provide for guest instrumentalists and supplemental
musicians not covered by the current music budget.

The cost is

normally $200 per player. Most recently this fund paid for the brass
quintet on Easter Sunday. The next major planned event is coming up

5/17 Curt and Sue Harker
5/18 Joe, Jr. and Jan Peterson
5/26 Father Steve and Rosie Carroll

This month our pilgrim trail runs Northward
from Jerusalem to Syria, in the Old Testament
referred to as Syria, Aram & others. In Isaiah

Cathedral Sunday 2018 - A Flower Festival
Eucharist

7:8 we read; "For the head of Syria [is]
Damascus". In the New Testament, Syria was
among the first places to receive Christianity. In
Syria's present civil war, the West has again
intervened, following reported employment of chemical weaponry. Syria
under the Alawite Shiite Muslim Assad family, since the 1970s, has
been welcoming & tolerant of Christians & Archaeological research.
Damascus, capital city of Syria dates to the 3000s B.C. Excavations
nearby at Tell Ramad, currently ongoing, date back even further. In
Medieval times, the city developed a craft industry, specializing in the
fabrication of textiles, swords and armor. Traces of the city's ancient
heritage are visible today via a Roman-Era temple to the god Jupiter,
ancient Roman city walls and an eighth-century Umayyad
Mosque. Aleppo has reportedly been inhabited for at least 5,000 years,
to include conquest by nearly every major empire, from the Hittites to
the Assyrians to the Mongols to the Ottomans. The city, Syria's largest,
contains an expansive 12th-century mosque and a 13th-century citadel
built on a tell, or repurposed stone mound, that dates back to 3000B.C.
Syria has been at the nexus of the cultural encounter of east and west
for centuries. Under the terms of the post WWI Sykes-Picot Agreement,
Syria & Lebanon were French "spheres of influence" & IraqTransjordan, British. Thus the lodgment of the Crusader Knights was
re-established in the holy land after some six centuries, though generally
unknown in the West.
We pray for all those affected by conflicts, the world over & particularly
for our imperiled fellow Christians of The Middle East who are
experiencing significant tribulation consequent to the territorial

Bishop William H. Stokes enthusiastically invites
parishioners throughout our Diocese to celebrate
Cathedral Sunday on June 3, 2018 by joining in worship
in a special Flower Festival Eucharist Service beginning
at 10:30 a.m.The Cathedral will be decorated with
numerous
magnificent
floral
arrangements created by floral
ministries
and
parishioners
throughout the Diocese at a floral
workshop conducted the day before.
Bishop Stokes will be the Celebrant,
and the Reverend Canon Karin
Mitchell of St. David's Cranbury will
preach.
Children
from various parishes will read,
lead prayers, and offer the elements.
All are invited to a lite lunch
immediately following the Eucharist
highlighting the many vital urban
ministries
of
Trinity
Cathedral.

disruption of the civil wars there.
"And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all
sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those
which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and
those that had the palsy; and he healed them." Matthew 4:24, KJV
xby Ryan Bailey, Sr.

We pray for those who serve in our
military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
nd
2 Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy
PFC Jessica Armstrong, US Marine Corps

There will be a Cathedral scavenger
hunt for the kids as well as docent-led tours of the
magnificently adorned and historic Cathedral. All
congregations
have
been
encouraged
to
send representatives, especially youth, to worship at
"their second home church," and all floral ministries and
interested parishioners, regardless of skill level, are
invited to participate in the free and professionally led
nd
workshop on Saturday, June 2 . All floral materials will
be provided, as will lunch. For further information on the
workshop and confirmation, contact Patrice D'Angelo at
the
Cathedral
Office
at
609-392-3805
or
at patriceattrinity@aol.

PHOTO DONATED TO ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
Article by Larry Owen

This photo from the Forman Sinnickson Acton collection was donated
to St. John’s by parishioners Helen & Jim Acton, who had it matted

and framed.

It appears to have been taken by the same

photographer and at the same time (1934) as the interior
photograph of the church reproduced in the January 2018 issue
of the Forerunner. Note the original 1838 wooden steeple and

Saturday & Sunday, May 19-20, 2018

bell tower. After 123 years, the extent of their deterioration

10 am-5 pm

was such that the Vestry recommended replacing them with the
present stone, concrete block and steel Norman Tower completed

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Salem County Arts

in 1962.

in Bloom Tour. Salem County Arts in Bloom is a two-day event

Born in 1920 in Salem, NJ and educated in Salem schools,
Forman S. Acton was a computer scientist, engineer, educator
and author. He had an illustrious career at Princeton University
where he was an emeritus professor in the Department of
Computer Science at the time of his death in February 2014.
The Forman S. Acton Education Foundation, funded by his
Will, provides college savings accounts, college scholarships and
grants to benefit Salem students from pre-K through high school.

that takes place during the third weekend in May. Artists from
all over Salem County and Southern NJ welcome guests to tour
studios, galleries, and other scenic locations. Every stop on the
tour offers a unique experience in a scenic country setting. Our
own Ann & George Neff (Dr. Neff’s Incredible Puppet Co.) will
open the studio on their farm ( Groff Road, Monroeville) with
displays of puppets, stages and toy theaters. Visitors will be able
to make simple paper sculpture puppets or play in a toy theater,
retelling a familiar story. Brochures are available in the Parish
Hall.
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8:30 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30 am Acolytes report
10:00 am Rite II
Noon: Welcome Luncheon
for Father Messer and
Family
4 PM MAC Handbells at
Trinity UMC, Pennsville
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3

9 am-3 pm IAC
9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

Noon Holy Eucharist,
Rite II
7-9 pm Bishop's Forum,
Christ Church
Woodbury
8 pm AA

National Day of
Prayer
6:30 pm Service in
Old Courthouse

7
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9
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5-6 PM Yoga

9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

Noon Holy
Eucharist, Rite II
8 pm AA
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Sandwich Sunday
Vestry

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

9 am-3 pm Retired
Educators Luncheon
Noon Holy Eucharist,
Rite II
8 pm AA

20
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23

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Parish Hall ReservedBaby Shower

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

Noon Holy
Eucharist, Rite II
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Sat

4

5
Set up for
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Parish Hall
reserved
SCHS
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SCHS
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ECW Annual Meeting
Grace-St.Paul,
Merchantville
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8 pm AA

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour-Pie
Sunday

29

30

9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

Noon Holy
Eucharist, Rite II

31

8 pm AA

Memorial Day
CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County

April

June

S

M

T

W

T

F

S

S

M

T

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

W

T

F

S

1

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

3

4

5

6

7

8

2
9

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

29

30

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by MAY 25. Family
news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think would be of
interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.
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Vestry Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey Bill Mecum Bill Pankonien
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller Ron Wohlrab
Class of 2017 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff (Clerk)
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gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
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ecmiller114@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: MaryAnne
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Schedule of Services

Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed
by Fellowship Hour
NOTE: Sunday May 6, 2018-There will be ONE service at
10 AM in the Church-Holy Eucharist, Rite II, followed by
the Welcome Luncheon for Father Messer and his family.
Every Wednesday
Noon---Holy Eucharist Rite II-Chapel

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

