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From the Deacon’s Bench
The new blossoms on plants and bushes are starting to emerge. Some started before the last
Nor’easter and may have been damaged in their quest to grow, hopefully they will continue to
grow strong and bold to end the cold and dreariness of winter. Like the new growth around us, St
John’s is about to emerge from the ‘winter’ of our church life as we prepare to meet our new Rector and grow in new
and different ways.
We have kept our church alive in so many good and wonderful ways – we are a church that continues to reach out in
meaningful ways to our community. We provide ongoing services to the community around us. We are involved in
many community activities and are known as the church that does really neat things like the scarf giveaway. We have
provided a warm and inviting facility for many meetings and events, including Ministerium sponsored worship services.
Father Chuck is going to be so impressed with all that we do – what he knows so far has him excited to join us!
It is important for you to remember that despite the retirement of Father Steve and the long search process, we have
maintained a loving church family and continued the mission of our church. This is not always so, many times churches
‘fall apart’ without a pastor. I am grateful to all of you for striving on without missing a beat.
God Bless you all this Eastertide,

Deacon Sally

On Sunday, May 6, we will welcome our new Rector, Father Charles Messer, with a potluck luncheon in the
Parish Hall, following the 10:30 service (lunch will be ready around noon or shortly thereafter). St. John’s
will supply the main dish. We ask all parishioners to attend and bring either a side dish or dessert. There is a
sign up sheet in the Parish Hall, the Chapel entrance and the Church Office. We would like to know by April
30 how many to plan for, so if you could sign up by then we would appreciate it. For more information,
contact Eileen Miller (609-202-7220 or ecmiller114@ gmail.com) or the Church Office (856-935-1798)

As I am writing this report, we are on
nor’easter #4, expecting wind, rain,
snow, and ice. The last storm brought
down limbs and branches in the cemetery and the front
walk. Our buildings weathered the storm ok.
Please be careful during bad weather with snow and ice
conditions. Be aware that our snow removal crew
removes snow from the following areas: parking lot;
path to Parish House; front walkway and steps to
church and chapel; handicapped ramp; front sidewalk
from parking lot to chapel. Our crew DOES NOT shovel
the cemetery walking paths and the back steps going to
the church/chapel. Please use other paths. The only
time the cemetery paths are shoveled is if we have a
funeral. Buildings and Grounds and Cemetery Chairs will
make the call to get it done if needed.
Kitchen: Within the last few months,

As we enter the Holy Season of
Eastertide, our journeys bring us to a
desert place outside Jerusalem, which is
presently in the process of giving up its
secrets through archaeological research.
The Israel Antiquities Authority has reported the
unearthing of an entirely new water system dating to the
first century. The Ein Hanniya Park has been under
excavation since 2012 and has yielded rare coins, pottery
and glass. Much of the material dates to the 4th through
6th centuries indicating that it was a possible
Byzantine commercial site at the time (2/1/18, AP). “We
believe that some early Christian commentators identified
Ein Hanniya as the site where the Ethiopian eunuch was
baptized, as described in Acts 8:26–40.The baptism of the
eunuch by St. Philip was one of the key events in the
spread of Christianity. Therefore, identifying the place

we have had some items go missing.

where it occurred occupied scholars for many generations

For example, one Sunday, we had half

and became a common motif in Christian art.”- Dr. Yuval

a container of coffee, and the

Baruch, Archaeologist of the Jerusalem District of the

following week it was gone. Our

Israel Antiquities Authority. This is only one of the many

sugar shaker has been missing over a month. I will speak to the
nighttime groups about the missing items. If you know where
any of these items are, please return them to the kitchen. If you
don’t know where something belongs, ask someone or leave it on
the island in the kitchen.
Rector’s Office renovations are 90% done. Father Messer will
select the paint color. There are a few small items to be done: set

recent finds of historical sites which serve to shed more
light on our readings of The Holy Scriptures. I pray that
this reflection on current events in the holy land helps
enrich your Eastertide experience.
"And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain
water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth

furniture in place; mount wall clock; add phone; paint doors of

hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou

office, inside and office side.

believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he

We express our condolences to the
family of Anna Lopatin. Anna was
a longtime member of our parish,
serving in various roles, including
Sunday School teacher, over the years. She was buried in our
churchyard.
We also mourn with the family of Timothy Crim. Tim is the 17
year old son of Donna and the late Tom Crim and the nephew of
Eileen and David Miller.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory!

answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and
they went down both into the water, both Philip and the
eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away
Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on
his way rejoicing." -from Acts Chapter VIII Authorised
1611 or King James Version
Ryan Bailey, Sr.

We have, without question, one of the
finest—if not THE finest—liturgical
ministries around. We are rich in talent:
excellent choir, fine organ, profound and
challenging preaching. We are rich in
liturgy and rich in history. Our facilities
host a multitude of ministries to the
community at large. Good things are

happening at St. John’s. Let’s spread the word. Invite your
friends and neighbors to come and see for themselves.

The second fund is the Organ Enhancement Fund.
There are actually some envelops in your box of pledge
envelops specifically for this fund (but donations need not be
confined to those envelops). This fund is intended to provide
for extraordinary repairs and enhancements to St. John’s pipe
organ—the best organ in Salem County. Within this month
we plan to replace the pedal off-set reservoir that has served
us since 1937, but can no longer be repaired.

The next

project may be cleaning (paint, calk & plaster debris),
replacing difficult tuning slides, and regulating volume of

SPECIAL MUSICAL/LITURGICAL EVENTS IN APRIL
•

•

•

April 1 is Easter Sunday. We will have a single Holy
Eucharist Rite II at 10:00 AM. There will be music
before the service for organ, brass quintet, and
soloists. The Brass Quintet will also accompany the
hymns for our Festival Eucharist.
Immediately after Easter, the organ blower motor
will be disassembled and taken to Norristown, PA, to
be rebuilt as a three-stage motor, rather than twostage. We will use our fine Knabe studio grand
piano, given to St. John’s by Fr. David Laquintano
and his wife, while the organ is “down”. We hope it
will be back “up” before April 29 ... because….
The choir tentatively will lead a Choral Evensong on
Sunday, April 29, at 4:00 PM. Music will include
Richard Shepherd’s Preces and Responses, Charles
Villiers Stanford’s Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in C, and
three anthems by Arlan Clarke. It promises to be a
powerful and moving liturgy. But the actual date will
depend on the speed with which the above event is
completed.

some exposed chest and pipes.
When making a donation to either of these
designated funds, please be sure your check (or envelop) is
clearly marked for that specific fund so that it will be
deposited and used correctly as intended

We pray for those who serve
in our military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy
Recruit Jessica Armstrong, US Marine Corps

SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two important non-budget music funds to
which friends and supporters of the Music Ministry at St.

Help is always needed at St. John’s

John’s can contribute. These funds carry over and accumulate
from year to year, so you may be assured that your donation

•

will be used for its intended purpose and not be transferred to

Pantry

needs

more

bags on Tuesdays from 12-2 pm. If you are

The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund.

available, please check the calendar on the office

This is intended to provide for guest instrumentalists and
supplemental musicians not covered by the current music
The cost is normally $200 per player.

Food

people to volunteer to hand out the food

the general ledger.

budget.

The

The next

major planned event is coming up soon … April 1 is Easter.
We will have a brass quintet. Then on June 17, we hope to
have a string trio to accompany the choir and guest singers in

door and sign up.
•

We can use help cleaning up after coffee hour
each Sunday. Food needs to be put away, trash
taken care of, dishes washed and put away, and
general cleaning. Please let Laurie or Eileen

a special musical liturgy, including the Mozart Missa Brevis in D

know if you are willing to help in this way. Or

Minor, K. 65. If you cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a

just hang around until we need to clean up!

player, that is not a cause for concern … every little bit helps.

4/04 Jimmira Trinidad
4/07 Tyler Van Sant
4/08 Liam Dyer
4/09 Laurie Bailey
4/11 Esther Weeks

4/14 Lil Man Torres
4/15 Suzanne Schultz-Maloney
4/21 Carlos DeJesus
4/24 Larry Owen
4/26 Xavier Lewis
4/30 Ayana Torres

04/10 Bill Pankonien and Peggy Fittabile
04/11 David and Eileen Miller
4/19 Evelyn & Jimmy Trinidad
04/25 Joe and Judy Kimber
The fourth Sunday of every
month is Pie Sunday during
Fellowship Hour after the 10:30
Service. We have a few trusty
bakers who bring a pie almost
every month, but we would love
to have more participation. It
does not to be home bakedstore bought is fine. As our attendance increases, so
does our need for items for Fellowship Hour. Please
contact Laurie Bailey or Eileen Miller with questions
about any of our weekly themes.

Easter is eternal
If Easter means anything to modern
man, it means that eternal truth is
eternal. You may nail it to the tree,
wrap it up in grave clothes and seal it
in a tomb. But truth crushed to earth
shall rise again.
Truth does not perish. It cannot be destroyed. It may be
distorted. It has been silenced temporarily. It has been
compelled to carry its cross to Calvary’s brow … but with an
inevitable certainty, after every Black Friday dawns truth’s
Easter morn.
—Donald H. Tippet

Sunflowers
By Emma Bailey
Sunshine stained petals lap the mist
that floats from under their bodies,
soft stems of pale green,
hide themselves among the puddles,
their roots drowned
in pools of ink.
And as the sun rises in the sky,
the little ones rush to greet the day,
laying their small hands on the faces of the flowers, praying
that they'll never go away,
for they can see
that the Lord is good,
for He sends His beauty to us all,
no matter the loneliness we feel,
He sends His love
and a reminder also,
that God will always forgive.
For when the sunflower blooms,
it comes back just as beautiful as the last,
No matter how many sins
we have committed,
God will forgive us,
if we are willing to forgive others too

Activity Page

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

4

6:30 am Easter Sunrise
Service Salem Oak
10 am Special music
followed by Festival Holy
Eucharist, Church
Easter Egg Hunt
Fellowship Hour

5-6 PM Yoga

9-11 AM IAC
9 AM Quilters
8 PM NA

9am-3pm CIACC/YSC
12 PM Noon Day Prayer
7 pm AA

8

9

10

11

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Sandwich Sunday
Vestry Meeting
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
8 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day Prayer
7 pm AA

15

16

17

18

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Healthy Sunday
2 pm NA PR Committee

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
8 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day Prayer
7 pm AA

22

23

24

25

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Pie Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
8 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day Prayer
7 pm AA

29

30

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Salad Sunday
4 pm Evensong

5-6 PM Yoga

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

Reminder-5/6/18
Join us as we
welcome Father
Charles Messer and
his family to St.
John's.

Potluck Lunch
following the 10:30
service. M ain dish will
be provided. Please
sign up on the list in
the Parish Hall and
bring a side dish.

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by FEBRUARY 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.
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Vestry
Class of 2019 David Miller
Jean Miller
Class of 2020 Sue Harker
Gwen Norton
Class of 2021 Ryan Bailey, Sr.
Ron Magill
Recording Secretary: MaryAnne Clisham

Ron Wohlrab
Ann Neff
Bill Mecum

Schedule of Services

Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed
by Fellowship Hour
Every Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

