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St. John’s Episcopal Church, Salem, NJ

Have you seen me lately? I seem to be smiling more, but I’m not alone… After a unanimous recommendation from the
Discernment/Search Committee, and a unanimous, affirmative vote by the Vestry… We WILL soon have a new
Rector!!!
It has been a long two+ years since Father Steven Carroll’s retirement but it has been fruitful. The Discernment
Committee has worked hard and long. My thanks go out to Dr. Gwen Norton for carrying us through to the end, but
there are others to thank also, Ryan Bailey, Rich Frieze, Curt Harker, Larry and JoAnne Owen, Diane Wohlrab and
Eileen Miller (who initially led the charge). These fine members of our church family sifted through lots of paper and people, but the cream
has risen to the top and we shall benefit from the wait.
I think you will agree with me, good things come to good people and Fr. Charles Messer seems as excited to come to St. John’s as we are to
have him. Fr. Chuck, as he likes to be called, was born in Lake Wales Florida
and has served for 20 years in full-time parish ministry, 15 as an ordained
Episcopal Priest. He currently serves as Rector at Holy Apostles and the
Mediator Church and as an Associate Priest at St. Clements Church, both in
Philadelphia.
Fr. Chuck comes to us with his wife, Diane, an educator and now Director of
Special Education for the School District of Philadelphia. They have three
children, Arman (19), Emma (18), and Aidana (18). They anticipate moving
to Salem County and we all will need to show them around as they get
acquainted with our rural countryside.
If all goes according to plan, Fr. Chuck’s first Sunday at St. John’s will be
May 6. He will be sending out a letter to everyone, introducing himself and I
know you will welcome him as I have.
REJOICE!
Ron Magill
Sr. Warden
Palm Sunday – 8 am in chapel and 10:30 am-starts in parish hall *
Wednesday - Tenebrae at St Luke's, Woodstown, 7pm
Thursday - Maundy Thursday 7pm Main Church*
Good Friday - Noon in Chapel; 7pm Main Church
Saturday - The Great Vigil of Easter at 6pm-starts outside of Chapel *
Easter Sunday - 10 AM (One service with music), Main Church
* incense used during service

From the Deacon’s Bench
Our Lenten Journey began early this year.
I know it was hard for me to prepare for

Other Worship and Study Opportunities for Lent and

Ash Wednesday considering it was also
Valentine’s Day.

Holy Week

This year, as in past

years, Ann Neff and I made our way around the county from
Nursing Home to Assisted Living offering ashes to those who
in no way could have ‘come to church’. It is a wonderful day.

Stations of the Cross each Wednesday at St Luke's
6:30 soup and 7pm Stations

I ask each person ‘Would you like ashes for Ash Wednesday’.
Sometimes the answer is no. Sometimes the answer is ‘but
I’m not Catholic’ to which I respond “Neither am I’ and we
giggle. There is a peacefulness on each of their faces when I
impose the ashes and remind them of their mortality.

So

many of them are so close to that reality. Sometimes they just
want a word of prayer. It is certainly a blessing for them and
especially for me.

Salem Area Ministerium:
•
•
•

March 1 and 22 - community Lenten services
Good Friday - Cross Walk starting at 6pm at Spirit
Life Fellowship
Easter Sunrise Service – 6:30 AM at the Old Oak Tree

This year, Pastor Danny Thomas and some of the people from
Broadway Methodist stood in front of their church and

Junior Warden’s Report

administered ashes. That is a first! We had a good long talk
about how that was received.
Sadly, on Ash Wednesday as I was driving around oblivious to
the news, seventeen more people were killed in a school

February has been a rainy month. Buildings
and grounds are ok. We are waiting for spring
to brighten things up with flowers.

setting. Some of the first pictures I saw were of a woman,
bearing her ashes, sobbing for the loss of a child. I did not
know about any of this until I got home.

Acolytes went to Trenton for the Diocesan Acolyte

Children and

Festival. Members who attended were David Miller,

educators faced their own mortality brutally and suddenly. It

Sue Harker, Courtenay Reece, and Laurel Norton.

was a sad end to an otherwise very gratifying day.

We spent the morning in training sessions. After

And so began my Lent. My first actions – to pray for these

lunch, we participated in the Grand Procession and Holy Communion.

victims and their families.

Yet I am convicted by multiple

Training classes were Bishop’s Roundtable, Thurifer Training, New

posts that ‘our thoughts and prayers’ have gotten us no where.

Acolyte Training, and Artistic Flair. See Laurel Norton’s article in this

Some sort of action is needed, maybe it is better background

newsletter for more information.

checks.

Maybe it is banning bump stocks and automatic

On February 22, a fire leveled the Woodstown

weapons from public sale. Maybe it is better mental health
follow up.

Ambulance Hall and 6 vehicles. I was an active member

Clearly there are multiple obstacles and muddy

waters in the solution.

for 32+ years and am now a life member. Eileen Miller
ran for 10 years with them. A call was issued for an AED (automatic

So, I commit the problem to prayer and fasting. I try to spend

defibrillator). Our AED from the Choir Room/Chapel is now on loan to

time every day meditating on the problem and praying for a

them until they can replace theirs. Our AEDs are located:

solution to rise to the surface. Join me in praying for all parts
of the conversation. Join me in considering what if any action
I/we should participate in.

Deacon Sally

Lenten Meditation booklets from ERD are available in the church and
parish hall.
*St. John's is once again tracking the saints during Lent Madness. The
bracket poster is in the Parish Hall. What saints will we learn about
this year? For more information on Lent Madness and to sign up for a
daily email about the day's matches, go to http://www.lentmadness.org/

Unit 1-Parish Hall Main Room
Unit 2-Church facing doors on the left side wall
Unit 3-Choir Room/Chapel (this is the one temporarily on
loan)
Also, we are working on having a CPR/AED training class. Dates and
•
•
•

times will be announced. We will keep you updated.

David Miller
Junior Warden

Continuing our discussion on the Middle East
Peace Process; an often-overlooked facet of
the ethno-religious friction of the region is the
continuing influence over the past millennium
of
the
Great
Schism
of
1054.
Upon the breach in communion between
what became the Eastern/Byzantine and Western/Roman rites,
the division followed the general boundaries of the Eastern and
Western Roman Empire dating to the fourth century and
Constantine. The entire Middle East is well within the Orthodox
realm & the Crusades, sanctioned by Pope Urban II 1095, were
civil wars within Christianity, as well as wars between Christians
& Muslims. These campaigns were largely waged by the West in
support of the East against migrating Turks originating from
Central Asia, also to reclaim holy sites, preserve pilgrim
privileges, & direct the medieval barbarism outward, preventing
civil wars in the West. The Crusaders themselves were led by
Franks, many of Normandy, dominated by another migrating
people, the Vikings. And so we see the present migration of
peoples on the Eurasian landmass is very much standard for
human development. Boundaries of Eastern and Western
Christianity are still at issue. This tension is an important
undercurrent in present Balkan affairs (ref: bombing of Belgrade
on Orthodox Easter 16 through 17 April 1944, by US and UK, and
NATO bombing of Yugoslavia 23 March -10 June 1999). The
lasting importance of the Crusades is likewise still an open issue
with cascading effects for the Middle East peace process (ref:
"The Concept of a Boundary Between Latin and Byzantine
Civilizations of Europe" Piotr Eberhard, BYU Comparative
Civilizatons Review vol. 75 no. 75 article 6 Fall 2016). Together
Eastern and Western Rite are partnering for the peace of
Jerusalem. I pray this discussion enriches, in some small
way, your Lenten devotions.
My fond regards & best wishes for a Happy Easter to you &
yours.
"And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took
bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them." St. Luke
24:30

Ryan Bailey, Sr.
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3/05
3/10
3/10
3/13

David Willis
John Laning, Jr.
Bill Mecum
Ted Paras
Arlene Kober
Margaret Heller
Chuck Miller
Kayla Ann Peterson

Kalynn Kernan
Douglas Van Sant, Jr.
Joseph F. Peterson III
John Sweeney

HOLY WEEK MUSIC
The last week of March this year will be
Holy Week. It begins on Palm Sunday,
March25,
with
our
traditional
procession of the palms from the Parish
Hall around the corner and into the
main church (weather permitting). This
is always a moving event as well as a
way to show the community that St. John’s is alive and active. The
Choir will sing several large anthems as part of that service. The
Choir will also lead special music for Maundy Thursday (stripping of
the Altar) on March 29, Good Friday (in black) on March 30, and the
Great Vigil of Easter on Saturday, March 31, beginning in the Chapel
and moving to the main church for the first Easter Eucharist. All of
these liturgies move us toward Easter Day, April 1, complete with
Organ and Brass Quintet. Come and invite everyone you know to
join us for all of these services of worship. You’ll be glad you did.
SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two important non-budget music funds to which
friends and supporters of the Music Ministry at St. John’s can
contribute. These funds carry over and accumulate from year to
year, so you may be assured that your donation will be used for its
intended purpose and not be transferred to the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund. This is
intended to provide for guest instrumentalists and supplemental
musicians not covered by the current music budget, including Brass
players for Easter Sunday (April 1). The cost is normally $200 per
player. If you cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a player, that
is not a cause for concern … every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement Fund. There
are actually some envelops in your box of pledge envelops
specifically for this fund (but donations need not be confined to
those envelops). This fund is intended to provide for extraordinary
repairs and enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best organ
in Salem County
When making a donation to either of these designated
funds, please be sure your check (or envelop) is clearly marked for
that specific fund so that it will be deposited and used correctly as
intended.

3/31

Theresa and Douglas Van Sant

The Acolyte Festival
Diocese of New Jersey
By Laurel Norton

Greetings!
These are some of the
experiences I had at the Acolyte Festival for
the Diocese of New Jersey on February 10,
2018. The festival was held at Trinity
Cathedral in Trenton. David Miller,
Courtney Reece and Susan Harker are also
acolytes at St. John's Church and accompanied me on our
trip. The heavy rain held off until after we arrived at the
festival, which seemed like a good sign!
During the commute from Salem to Trenton, David shared
some information about a few of the landmarks we passed
along the way. Everyone seemed to learn something new
about stuff they never knew that they didn't know. This made
the trip go by in a flash! Before I knew it, we were parking in a
residential neighborhood, which surprised me. That setting
wasn't at all like what I expected.
When we went inside the cathedral, I felt like I was in some
school hallway. In an adjacent room, the hardwood floors
stole my attention. They were really neat but also very
creaky. I snapped a picture and sent it to my parents with the
caption, “BREAK OUT THE ROLLERSKATES!”.
We all put a nametag on and signed up for two workshops.
We each could choose which one we'd attend before and
after lunch for ourselves. I'd originally decided on “Making a
Joyful Noise" for my afternoon because it promised to teach
the hymns we'd be using for the final worship service. I finally
eschewed that in favor of, “You're an Acolyte….Now What?”.
This had been very highly recommended by the others. For
the morning, I selected “Artistic Flares".
Courtney and I had a chance to look around a bit to figure out
where our workshops would be held. We landed in the
cafeteria, where we found donut holes and drinks laid out for
breakfast. We munched on a few before hunting down both
David and Sue to share what we discovered.
Everyone was gathered in the cathedral for the introduction
of the acolytes, including the name of their churches and
where they were located in New Jersey. Each announcement
was quickly followed by a loud cheer from each respective
acolyte group in attendance. Our tiny group may have
offered a small shout-out in comparison, but ours was filled
with real spirit!
At the “Artistic Flares" session, each of us was allowed to
decorate a votive candle cup with tissue paper decopage.
There were many variations of color, style, etc., just like the
many different types of acolytes at the festival. Many ages,
colors, etc., with the same basic purpose of bringing light!

We had a few moments to chat with acolytes from various
churches until it was time for lunch. Some delicious sub
sandwiches were donated and enjoyed by all! Before long, I
was whisked off to my afternoon workshop.
“You're an Acolyte….Now What?” was held in an even smaller
chapel with 5 or 6 other acolytes in our group. We watched a
Power Point presentation, followed by a quick quiz about
acolyte-related terminology and the duties of an acolyte
before, during and after a worship service. I knew the
material already, but it never hurts to review.
We all gathered in the cathedral to prepare for the worship
service at the close of the festival. There was to be a candlelit
recession through various passageways, so each of us was
given a candle to carry, which I somehow broke before the
service. Thank God no one made a big deal out of this fact!
Everyone finally put their robes on and set up the last
equipment we'd need for the service. My feet were a bit sore
in my new shoes, but I made it through the entire service
without setting anything or anyone on fire! It all worked out
just fine, after all!
I had a good time at the Acolyte Festival and would like to
attend the bigger festival in Washington, D.C. one day. Thank
you.

Quilters’ Corner
By Gail Boyd
The Quilters made a trip to the Ronald McDonald House in
Camden, NJ on Feb. 6th. We delivered 48 quilts, 65 crocheted
animals and a big bag of soda tabs. There were not as many
children there as we usually see. Many were in the hospitals in
the area for treatment. It was both fun and
gratifying to see the children decide which
quilt and which animal they wanted. It
makes all our work worth while, Seven
members of the Quilters were there and they
took us to see two newly decorated
rooms. They were delightful. The house is in the process of
expanding the residence. We look forward to see what they
have done when we visit next year. The House put our picture
on their Face Book. This visit was our 24th visit.

We pray for those who serve in our
military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
Spec. Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
1st Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy
Recruit Jessica Armstrong, USMC
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

Sat

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

6 pm Soup &
7 pm Service at
Mt. Hope

4

5

6

7

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9-11 AM IAC
9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

9am-3pm CIACC/YSC
12 PM Noon Day Prayer
6:30 pm Soup Supper, &
7 pm Stations of the
Cross at St. Lukes,
Woodstown
7 pm NA

11

12

13

14

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Sandwich Sunday
Vestry Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
6:30 pm Soup Supper &
7:00 pm Stations of the
Cross, St. Luke's,
Woodstown
8 pm AA

St. Patrick's Day

18

19

20

21

22

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour

5:30-6:30 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
6:30 pm Soup Supper &
7:00 pm Stations of the
Cross, St. Luke's,
Woodstown
8 pm AA

23

24

6 pm Soup &
7 pm Service at
First Presbyterian

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II (start in
Parish Hall)
Fellowship Hour
Pie Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
7:00 pm Tenebrae, St.
Luke's, Woodstown
8 pm AA

7 pm Maundy
Thursday Service,
Main Church*

12 Noon Good Friday
Service, Chapel
6 pm CrossW alk
7 pm Good Friday
Service, Main Church*

6 pm Great Vigil of
Easter-starts outside
of Chapel*

Palm Sunday

6:30 am Easter Sunrise
Service Salem Oak
10 am Festival Holy
Eucharist, Main
Church
Fellowship Hour

*Services where
incense MAY be
used

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by MARCH 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
FACEBOOK

Rector:
Deacon:

Coming Soon! The Rev’d Charles Messer
The Rev’d Sally Maurer
856-769-1409 (h)

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Eileen Miller

Vestry

Class of 2019 David Miller
Class of 2020 Sue Harker
Class of 2021 Ryan C. Bailey
Recording Secretary

856-935-5398
609-202-7197
856-358-9610
856-935-1798
cell: 908-472-7597
609-202-7220

cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
ecmiller114@gmail.com

Jean Miller
Ron Wohlrab
Gwen Norton
Ann Neff
Ron Magill
Bill Mecum
Mary Anne Clisham

Schedule of Services
Sundays

8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed by
Fellowship Hour

Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel

Holy Week
Palm Sunday, March 25-8 am in Chapel, 10:30 am starting in
Parish Hall
Wednesday, March 28-7 pm, Tenebrae Service at
St. Luke’s Woodstown
Maundy Thursday, March 29-7 pm in Church

Good Friday, March 30-Noon in Chapel, 7 pm in church
Easter Vigil, March 31-6 pm in front of Chapel
Easter Festival Holy Euchrist, April 1-10 am in Church

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

