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St. John’s Episcopal Church, Salem, NJ
Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 21, 2018,
following the 10:30 Service. We usually get started around 12 Noon. Lunch
will be served. You may bring a dessert if you would like. This is your chance
to hear what is going on in the parish, what will be coming and a chance to
voice your opinions. The budget for the year will also be presented.

From the Deacon’s Bench
John 1:1-3 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being.” 14 – And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son.
We begin this new year with the familiar words of John’s Gospel – Jesus, the Word of God, becoming flesh and dwelling
among us. Is this a historical story or does Jesus dwell among us yet today? If the Word or Jesus existed at the
beginning of all time, if the Word is God and the Word is Jesus, how do we know that Jesus Incarnate lives with us today?
How do we know that this is more than just a story of another prophet of his time who did some good while He walked this
earth more than 2000 years ago? How do we show that Jesus is alive yet today and is the Word, living with His Father?
Our Christian lives are formed around this central belief that Jesus is God and that, with the Holy Spirit, the triune God or
Trinity exists. No one has ever ‘seen’ God and lived, or so we are told yet the disciples and many others actually saw
Jesus, some grew up with him, like John the Baptist and Mary and Joseph. Others met him along the way as he grew up
and became a man. We know very little about Jesus’ life between birth and adulthood – We know his parents fled to
Egypt when Jesus was under two to protect him from the slaughter demanded of Herod. They were refugees for a time.
We know only a little bit of Jesus’ childhood from the Gospel of Luke, specifically the story of him ‘staying behind in the
temple’ and ‘learning from the elders’ and astonishing everyone with his understanding and wisdom. Never mind that he
ditched his parents and had them frantic with worry.
All of Jesus’ growing up and adolescence is more or less skipped over by the Gospel narratives. Perhaps this is a sign
that Mary, and Joseph, raised him like a normal kid. They were humble people, Joseph a carpenter, Mary probably
tending to the household. Think about it for a minute – how many of us recount all of our childhood achievements (or
normalcy) when we talk about our lives? I think most of us start with either HS achievements or college achievements
and build from there. Yet it is those first 18-20 years of life when we develop our personality and our skills.
Jesus ministry begins. His baptism in the River Jordan by John the Baptist signals the change from quiet, nurtured
childhood to fulfillment of the reason God sent his Son, his only son, to be Incarnate to the World.
In the Gospel of John, Chapter 2 we read that Jesus performs his first miracle, reluctantly, but by the faith of his mother,
Mary, by turning water into the best wine. It seems to me that this is one of the most significant miracles for us – we are
vessels and Jesus performs the miracle with in us when we ask in faith – help me Lord to be your vessel. Help me Lord,
despite my humanness, to become the witness of Your power to this broken and sinful world. Help me Lord to be the ‘fine
wine’ like none other that will bring all of those ‘invited to the banquet’ to full faith in You.
Deacon Sally

In our recent discussions on the

We have, without question, one of
the finest—if not THE finest—
liturgical ministries around. We
are rich in talent: excellent choir,
best organ in the county, profound
and challenging preaching. We are rich in liturgy and rich in
history. Our facilities host a multitude of ministries to the
community at large. Even as we are well into a search for a new
Rector, let’s spread the word: Good things are happening at St.
John’s. Please invite your friends and neighbors to come and see
for themselves. We can all be quiet evangelists in this way.
ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
The St. John’s Choir has been extremely busy this past
Advent and Christmas season. The choir sang wonderful music
all the way through Advent. The highlight may have been
Lessons & Carols on Advent III (December 17). Then the Choir
sang beautifully at the Advent IV Eucharist and the 10:30 PM
Christmas Eve service, both on December 24. But, it seems to be
true that “there is no rest for the weary”. We will lead a very
special liturgy celebrating the Baptism of Our Lord on January
7, and will begin immediately to prepare for Lent (Ash
Wednesday is Feb. 14), Holy Week, and Easter (April 1). We
are actively seeking volunteer Sopranos and a Tenor or two …
Altos and Basses will not be turned away. Know of someone?
Let Bill Clisham know, too.
ST. JOHN’S HANDBELL RINGERS
St. John’s Handbell Ringers were short-handed during Advent
and Christmas due to injuries and surgery recoveries. We are
eagerly and anxiously seeking additional ringers, so if you are in
High School or older, are interested, read music, and can commit
to weekly rehearsals (or if you know of such a person), please see
Bill Clisham. We have a number of bells, large and small, that
are currently “un-manned”.

WEDNESDAY NOON SERVICE
We continue to offer an opportunity for a brief midweek Noon Service of Prayer led by Lay Readers (Usually Bill
Clisham) This service, held in the Chapel, is quiet and brief,
usually no longer than 20 – 30 minutes. It usually focuses on
the commemoration of one of our spirituals predecessors, as
found in Holy Women, Holy Men. If you are in the area at the
noon hour, please know that you are invited to this brief time of
prayer, spiritual renewal, and reflection.

Temple Mount, we discussed how the
site is holy to three faiths; Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. As we
approach this Christmastide Season
we turn our attention from Jerusalem
to nearby Bethlehem. It is here in The
City of David, that many Christians will be making a holy
pilgrimage this season. We too, dear reader, will make a
spiritual pilgrimage there countless times between now
and about February, as we encounter, day by day,
crèches and nativities erected to glorify the Baby Jesus
in our own land.
Bethlehem, about six miles South of Jerusalem, is home
to a large Arab Christian Population. The main holy site
of Bethlehem is The Basilica of The Nativity, a Byzantine
Church dating to the fourth century (Arabic:
 ; َﻛﻧِﯾﺳَ ُﺔ ْٱﻟ َﻣﮭْدGreek: Βασιλική της Γεννήσεως; Latin: Basilica
Nativitatis).
The Basilica is a shared holy site to the Greek Orthodox,
Roman Catholic and Armenian Apostolic Churches with
legal rights guaranteed to the Syriac Orthodox & Coptic
Orthodox Churches.
St. Luke 2:1-7 recalls the holy story of The Blessed
Virgin Mary & St Joseph's journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. In the grotto of the Basilica is the traditional
site marked by a fourteen pointed silver star. The site
was discovered by St. Helena who found the cave under
an orchard planted by Hadrian after he destroyed the
original devotional site. According to Professor Qustandi
Shomali of Bethlehem University, the site of the Basilica
contains a first century burial of thousands of remains
correlating with Herod's Slaughter of The Innocents, an
event commemorated in the naming of our own Chapel.
Some choose to believe the actual manger site is just
lost to time. Today most nativity sets seem to be wooden
structures, but evidence suggests an earthen
construction was also possible. The tradition of a cave
had special meaning for the Hellenic world which would
spread the Good News in the First Century A.D. Leading
Greek Philosopher Plato's main allegory was that of
limited visibility within a cave & many of their sages lived
in caves.
I hope these thoughts help to enrich your travels this
holy season, & all my best wishes to you & yours for a
Merry Christmas.
"The angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
Today in the town of David a savior has been born to
you; He is Christ the Lord.'" (Luke 2: 8-11)

Ryan Bailey, Sr.

PANTRY STRETCHER” FOOD BOXES
DELIVERED TO RESIDENTS
The Salem County Office on Aging and Disabilities
in the Department of Health and Human Services
launched a pilot program this holiday season to
deliver boxes of non-perishable food to residents
who need help stretching their end-of-month
budgets.
The pilot project – called “Pantry Stretcher” – is
designed to help seniors and the disabled who may
have difficulty getting to a food bank, face medical
bills, are not eligible for Meals on Wheels, or for
other reasons need a little help stretching what they
have in their pantry until their next check.
The program goal is to hand deliver food to 60
homes once a month, creating a weekly route of 15
homes. The County Department of Health &
Human Services identifies people needing help and
the Food Bank of South Jersey provides the Food.
Mid Atlantic States Career and Education Center
(headquartered in Pennsville) provides a driver and
transportation to pick up the food boxes at the Food
Bank in Pennsauken and bring them back to the
Salem County Office on Aging, whose staff then
makes the home visit.
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Tammy Peterson
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Jimmy Trinidad, Sr.
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Eileen Miller

1/16

Joseph Peterson, Jr.
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Mary Beth Chard
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Joseph Peterson, Sr.
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Matthew Wayne Runkle
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Charles Miller IV
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Diane Wohlrab

1/27

Mary Miller

1/31

Rosie Carroll

For more information, or if you know someone who
could benefit from this program, contact the Office
on Aging & Disabilities at 856-339-8622.
Submitted by Curt Harker

We pray for those who serve
in our military, especially:

01/06/1979 John Jr. and Wendy Laning

We said farewell to these members of
our Parish Family this year. May they
rest in peace and rise in glory!

Amorah Sky Campbell
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
Spec. Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
1st Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy

We welcomed to our Parish Family and
the Family of God the following children:

Priscilla Schultz
Marvel Sweeney
Grayson Foster

Historic Photo Found
By Larry Owen

Several old photographs relating to St. John’s Church were
discovered during the Parish Hall cleanup in October 2017. One of
them, this interior view of the church dated 1934 on its back,
shows the façade pipes of the 1868 Hall-Labagh pipe organ that
was used until the present organ’s installation in 1937. Note that
the pulpit was later moved to the left and the platform extended
on both sides to provide space for clergy and lector. The electric
candelabras on either side of the altar seen in this photo were
subsequently removed. The frame for this photograph was in
disrepair, so parishioners Larry and Joanne Owen had it reframed
and presented it to the Vestry.
To the far left in the space now occupied by the organ console, you
can see the façade pipes of the 1868 Hall-Labagh pipe organ that
was replaced by the 1937 Kimball. The new organ was relocated to
the base of the bell tower - the fate of the Hall-Labagh organ is
unknown. The picture at the left is an enlargement produced from
an electronic scan of the original photograph.
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9-11 AM IAC
NO QUILTERS
7 PM NA

9am-3pm CIACC/YSC
12 PM Noon Day
Prayer
7 pm NA
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

14

15

16

17
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8 PM AA
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Annual Parish Meeting
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12 PM Noon Day
Prayer
8 PM AA
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9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Pie Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by FEBRUARY 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
FACEBOOK

Rector:
Deacon:

Vacancy
The Rev’d Sally Maurer

856-769-1409 (h)

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Eileen Miller

856-935-5398
cell: 609-202-7197
856-358-9610
856-935-1798
cell: 908-472-7597
609-202-7220

Vestry Class of 2017 Sue Harker Ann Neff
Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey Bill Mecum
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller

Trudy O’Hare
Bill Pankonien
Ron Wohlrab

cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
ecmiller114@gmail.com
Clerk: MaryAnne Clisham

Schedule of Services
Sundays
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church
followed by Fellowship Hour

Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel

Please make plans to attend the Annual
Meeting following the 10:30 am service
on January 21, 2018. Your input is
needed to help our church grow!

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

