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From the Deacon’s Bench
Beloved Community
A while back, one of the featured speakers at Diocesan convention was Tom Brackett, who is an
Episcopal Priest and the Manager of Church Planting and Missions for the Episcopal Church. His
energetic and inspiring presentation intended for attendees to see ourselves as the Beloved Community of God. You may
remember that I returned from that Convention and for the entire season of Lent as I administered communion to you I
used the words “Beloved, this is the Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven”. For me, thinking of each one of you as
‘beloved’ developed a love for each and every one of you, for your uniqueness, for your willingness, for your devotion to
our Lord.
The past couple of years have been hard on all of us. Any time a church enters the search process it’s a little like ‘the
twilight zone’. We carry on. We keep the church running. We continue to do and to act and to be. Yet there is this
emptiness, a sense of marking time and not moving forward. Some members quit coming or come less frequently. Many
feel disconnected from ‘normalcy’. Others step up in a big way to make things happen. There are disagreements. There
can be biting remarks and a loss of the togetherness a ‘whole’ church might have. It is an unsettling time to the say the
least.
Yet it is the very time when we should explore the ministry of the laity as set forth by our catechism (page 855 of the
BCP).
Q. Who are the ministers of the Church?
A. The ministers of the Church are lay persons, bishops, priests and deacons.
Q. What is the ministry of the laity?
A. The ministry of lay persons is to represent Christ and his Church; to bear witness to him wherever they may be; and,
according to the gifts given them, to carry on Christ’s work of reconciliation to the world; and to take their place in the life,
worship and governance of the Church.
Q. What is the duty of all Christians?
A. The duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; to come together week by week for corporate worship; and to work, pray
and give for the spread of the kingdom of God.
This two year period of time that we have been ‘in the search process’ has been an opportunity for me, your deacon, to
see how the laity carry out their ministry here at St. John’s in Salem, NJ.
Despite a vacant rectorship, we have continued to observe all major Holy Days. Our church and related buildings have
been maintained, our bills are paid, and we continue many, many Outreach projects such as our Food Pantry and the
Quilters. We have Lay Eucharistic Visitors who faithfully visit our shut-ins or those who become sick which greatly helps
this deacon who is stretched between a full time job and trying to keep up with the needs of the parish. We come together
on Sundays for two services (many churches our size would have reduced to one service for many many reasons at this
point). We have welcomed the newly baptized, we have buried several faithful parishioners. Continued on p. 2

Deacon’s Bench continued
We open our doors for Community events such as
Tunes from the Crypt as well as hosting Ministerium
sponsored events like Lenten Suppers and Advent
Services. We have congratulated graduating students,
we have prayed for the new school year, and we have
tolled our bell for victims of violence.
We host a well-attended Vacation Bible School each
year that takes many hands and the generosity of
members of this parish is incredible.
Without any hesitation, St John’s reached out in the
biggest way to provide a proper funeral for a tiny baby.
In fact the response was so immediate and the
outpouring was so great, everyone was touched.
What keeps coming back to me was Tom Brackett’s
teaching about ‘The Beloved Community’.
Now, now is the time to look at each other as beloved.
Now is the time to look at each other with Christ’s love.
Now is the time to blossom into the presence Christ
wants us to be here in Salem.

Deacon Sally
St. John’s is participating in
Operation Christmas Child
again this year. Plastic
shoeboxes are available in
the Parish Hall, if you would
like to fill one. To fill the box,
choose whether you would
like to make a box for a boy or
girl and the age range: 2-4
years; 5-9 years or 10-14 years. Then choose small gifts
that would fit in the box. There are suggestions on the
OCC Website (link at the end of the article).
However, the following items are NOT allowed:
Candy; toothpaste; used or damaged items; war-related
items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures;
chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks;
drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions;
medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow
globes or glass containers; aerosol cans. If you would
prefer to make a monetary donation for us to buy the
items to fill a box, please see Laurie Bailey or Deacon
Sally, or place your donation in the offering plate marked
for Operation Christmas Child. For more information on
Operation Christmas Child or how to fill the boxes, visit
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operationchristmas-child

And Jesus answering said unto him,
Seest thou these great buildings?
There shall not be left one stone upon
another, that shall not be thrown
down." Mark 13:2
In one of his recent homilies here at St. John's Salem,
Father David LaQuintana referred to the 1st Century
A.D.desolation visited upon Jerusalem, which Our Lord
mentions in the thirteenth chapter of Saint Mark's
Gospel. This holy episode reminded me of current
archaeology, ongoing in the holy land. Sites are being
identified across the Middle East and particularly near
the Temple Mount, which shed light upon the histories of
that site, holy to three religions.
The first temple was Solomon's Temple, ית־
הַ מִּ קְ דָּ שׁ: Beit HaMikdash. Bishop Ussher's calculations,
based upon I Kings 6, ancient sources, and celestial
reckoning of time indicate that Solomon, 3rd King of the
United Kingdom of Israel & Judah, built his temple in the
mid tenth century Before Christ. Of its history the Jewish
General and Historian Joesphus writes; "the temple was
burnt four hundred and seventy years, six months, and
ten days after it was built". This was when the Jewish
nation began the period of the Babylonian captivity.
The Second Temple is believed to have begun
abuilding c. 537-516 B.C. Under Zerubabel and is
sometimes called Zerubabel's Temple. As referenced in
St. John 2:20, King Herod performed a large expansion
and beautification of it lasting forty-six years, which is
why it is also referred to as Herod's Temple. This period
when the temple was at its greatest state of glory is
when Our Lord was present for His earthly ministry.
Templvm Solomonis was the name given by
the Knights Templar to the present Al Aqsa Mosque
during their 11th century occupation of the site. The 8th
century mosque is the third holiest site to Muslims.
Under it these Crusaders, mostly Normans from The
Champagne region of France, are supposed to have
conducted early archaeological excavations under the
mosque and surrounding areas. The diversity of tunnels
and questions over who dug them remains a source of
continuing mystery. The search continues in our time for
holy relics and more light from the scriptures, as the site
has been excavated by such luminaries as Charles
Warren, Benjamin Mazar, Ronny Reich, Eli Shukron,
Yaakov Billig, Vendyl Jones, and Ronald Wyatt. In future
columns I would like to take a look at certain surprising
discoveries that corroborate biblical events and
accounts. May we continue to pray for the peace of The
Holy Land as we commemorate the lives of
some ancient dwellers on that land in our upcoming All
Saints festivities.
"Their bodies are buried in peace; but their name liveth
for evermore. The people will tell of their wisdom, and
the congregation will shew forth their praise"
Ecclesiasticus 44: 14 & 15

Ryan Bailey, Sr.

Fall is running late this year. Be
careful of wet leaves around the
church property.
Project completed last month:
Steps to chapel were replaced and
painted.
Upcoming projects
•

•

New door closers for the church are on order
and should be installed in the next few weeks.
They are non-stock items and have been
ordered.
During the week of October 30 and the first
week of November the rector’s office is being
remodeled. Please use caution in the area of the
office.
During my weekly inspection of the
outside areas, I found our resident
groundhog digging around the Parish
Hall. Most of the time, he is in the
cemetery. He has several friends who
travel in the yards next to the
cemetery. I will be working towards
relocating him to a new home.

11/01 Cassandra Moore
11/03 Amy Schwarz
11/04 Sydney Gabrielle Lavine
11/06 Zachary Jaeger
11/08 John Laning III
11/12 Henry James Hollenweger
11/18 Earle Robinson
11/21 Andrew Irvine.
11/23 Rob Runkle

11/29

Kassandra & Rob Runkle

November 12: OCC Shoebox Collection
Day
November 19: Choral Evensong 4 PM
Community Thanksgiving Service
December 2: Yuletide Tour-St. John’s
ECW sponsoring Soup Lunch. Handbell Choir
performing at 1 and 2:30 pm
December 9: Secret Santa Shop

We pray for those who serve in our
military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
Spec. Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
st
1 Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
nd
2 Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy

On Sunday, November 19 the
Salem Ministerium will hold the
annual Community Thanksgiving
Service. Details will be published in
the Sunday leaflet. See Deacon
Sally for more information.

Into your hands, O Lord, we
commend our infant sister
Amorah Sky Campbell (July
15, 2017-September 30,
2017.
Amorah
is
the
Grandaughter of Evelyn and
Jimmy Trinidad and the daughter of Ayana Torres and
Terrance Campbell. The funeral was held Sunday,
October 8. Baby Amorah is buried in St. John’s
Churchyard. We extend our sympathies to her family.

St. John’s is again sponsoring a
soup lunch during the Salem
Yuletide Tour. We are looking
for donations of pots of soup.
Please sign up in the Parish
Hall or call the church office to
let us know what you can donate.

Activity Page

Candlelight Choral Evensong
& Anniversary Organ Recital
St. John’s Episcopal Church,
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ
Nov. 19, 2017
4:00 PM

The St. John’s Choir will sing a special Candlelight Evensong on Sunday,
November 19, 2017 at 4:00 PM. Evensong is a beautiful, contemplative service of music,
scripture, and prayers with ancient roots in the Anglican Church. St. John’s Church building,
erected in 1838, in a blend of Norman and Gothic styles, is an appropriate setting for such a
service. St. John’s Choir of volunteer and professional singers, under the direction of William
Clisham, Minister of Music, and assisted by guest organist Jack Burnam, will offer music on
this occasion, featuring Preces & Suffrages composed by Mr. Clisham, a Psalm setting by
Joseph Barnby, Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in F by Arthur Herbert Brewer, and anthems by
Jean Berger and Raymond Weidner.
In addition, there will be Organ Preludes and a special half-hour Organ Recital
following Evensong played by Mr. Burnam, Director of Music at Immanuel Church on the
Green, New Castle, DE, in commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the installation of St.
John’s magnificent Kimball/Gerger pipe organ (the finest in Salem County). St. John’s
Church is located at the corner of Market Street and Grant Street in historic Salem City. The
Parking lot behind the Parish House is entered from Grant Street.
For more details, call St. John’s Episcopal Church: (856) 935-1798.

Free Admission, Ample Parking
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1
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10 am-3 pm CIACC,
YSC
12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

5

6

7

8

9

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am-3 pm IAC
9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 pm Handbells
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

12

13

14

15

16

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
OCC Shoebox Collection
Sandwich Sunday
Vestry

5-6 PM Yoga

7 pm NA
9 am Quilters

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 pm Handbells
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

19

20

21

22

23

5-6 PM Yoga

7 pm NA
9 am Quilters

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 pm Handbells
8 pm AA

26

27

28

29

30

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Felowship-Pie Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am Quilters
12-3 Bridgeton
Public Schools/Salem
Liaison Meeting
7 pm NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 pm Handbells
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
2 pm Community
Thanksgiving Service
4 pm Choral Evensong

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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Don't ForgetTomorrow is
Collection Day for
OCC Shoeboxes
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Happy
Thanksgiving
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From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on FACEBOOK
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by the 25th of the
month. Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you
think would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.
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76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
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Rector:
Deacon:

Vacancy
The Rev’d Sally Maurer

856-769-1409 (h)

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Eileen Miller

856-935-5398
cell: 609-202-7197
856-358-9610
856-935-1798
cell: 908-472-7597
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Vestry Class of 2017 Sue Harker
Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey
Class of 2019 Sue Harker

Ann Neff
Bill Mecum
Jean Miller

Trudy O’Hare
Bill Pankonien
Ron Wohlrab

cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
ecmiller114@gmail.com

Schedule of Services
Sundays
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church
followed by Fellowship Hour

Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel (First
Wednesday-HE & Healing Service with Mother P)

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

