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From the Deacon’s Bench
HOPEFULNESS
It is easy to get lost in the current events – hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria – massive earthquakes in
Mexico – mass casualties around the world; It is easy to feel helpless and confused about how to help,
what to do, what to think. It would be easy to begin to wonder where God is in all of this.
When I am faced with too much coming at me, I want to retreat, retreat into my home, leave the TV off, talk to no one
but then again that would only delay the news. So, I try to find positive things happening in my life and focus on them
for a bit, just long enough to see God’s goodness in the world.
As Fall activities started up, I began to notice several things. I was happy to see people at ministerium that I had not
seen over the summer – the list of activities that they had accomplished, like City Lights and the Olive Street Garden
Project, all the Vacation Bible Schools that were held, activities at the fair showed me that we had indeed been working
in God’s Vineyard.

The gratefulness of Salem Middle School to receive our fully loaded backpacks was touching.

Responses from other churches in my request for information about Hallowe’en Activities was heartening, even
receiving a call from Mayor Washington is forging a friendship. Stand Up for Salem held it’s annual dinner at the new
Inn of Salem County – so many people filled the room, so much evidence of hopefulness for Salem.
I did a quick calculation and realize that more than half of our congregation do not live in Salem or its adjacent
communities, such as Elsinboro. Yet our hardy members help out generously with their time and talents to provide
meaningful assistance to people who live around us who are in need.
Our efforts have not gone unnoticed. We are well known in the community. We are living out our baptismal vows to
seek and serve Christ in all people. Now that is a reason to have hopefulness!
Soon we will find and call our new rector – a new era at St John’s will begin. It is an opportunity for us to celebrate and
enjoy. The new rector is going to find that we have been very busy; he or she is going to see that our church knows how
to minister to the world. The new rector will become a partner with the members of the congregation who know their
church and know how to be the church to the world.
May God Bless all of your efforts and fill you with joy!

Deacon Sally

The Blessing of The Animals will be held outside of the Parish House, following the 8 am and
10:30 am services. Please bring your pets, live, photos, or stuffed, and receive a blessing for them in
honor of the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi.

October Projects
Tree Work: The tree between the
church and the chapel will be
removed
Parish House: Exterior repairs and
renovation of the Rector’s Office
should be done by mid November. Work will be done during the
day.
Outdoor Work: In late fall, trees and bushes around the Parish
House and cemetery will be trimmed.
Please keep aware of the workers and their trucks and equipment
if you are on the property during the day.
Updated information about the projects will be posted in the
bulletin.
David Miller
Junior Warden

The 40th Annual Acolyte Festival will be
held at the Washington National Cathedral
on Saturday, October 7, 2017. The Festival
features tours of the National Cathedral,
musical demonstrations, and Acolyte Workshops. A food
truck will be onsite and the Cathedral Store will be open. It
ends with the Celebration of Holy Eucharist and a rededication
of the acolytes’ ministry. If you are interested in attending,
there will be a sign up sheet in the Parish Hall and we will
arrange carpools. Contact David Miller for more information.
Please Note: This is a full day event. We will meet at St.
John’s at 5:15 am and plan to leave by 5:30 am.
NOTE: We must have your response by Oct. 1.
HELP NEEDED: We are in need of acolytes to serve one
Sunday a month during the 10:30 am service. Anyone
who is old enough to sit respectfully during the service
and assist is welcome. Acolytes are expected to be at
church 15 minutes before the service starts to vest and
assist before the service. Training and vestments (robes)
are provided. Please contact David Miller at 609-2027220

On Sunday, September 24, we
celebrated the baptism of
Priscilla Ann Schultz as we
celebrate her baptism with the Schultz and McNulty
families and their friends. Priscilla Ann is the greatgranddaughter of the Rev. Canon and Mrs. Fred Schultz.

Continuing our discussion of Mary's
House. Another tradition related to the
locations of our Lord's Childhood
relates to a site of deep devotion to
Roman Catholicism, which can also
shed some light on our present archaeological discussion.
The Italian city of Loreto is just inland from the Adriatic
sea in the Marche Region. It is home to one of the most
significant Marian shrines in the world housing the Holy
House or Santa Casa. That is the very home in which
the Annunciation occurred, Luke 1:26-38, & where Mary
& Joseph raised the young Jesus. According to tradition,
the Holy House arrived to the hill of Loreto in 1294
transported by angels and in the centuries since a large
Basilica has been built around the small shrine by the best
of architects, masons and artisans, leading it to become a
significant site of pilgrimage. The result is a masterpiece
showcase of work by many of the most celebrated names of
the Late Renaissance and a sacred site that attracts as
many as 4 million pilgrims and visitors per year. The Holy
House which tradition identifies as the part of the dwelling
of the family of Jesus at Nazareth would as such be part of
the edifice we discussed last month which is an active
archaeological site. It was connected to the grotto cut out
of the rock still venerated in Nazareth. This structure, in
Loreto, is now enclosed in a remarkable marble encasement
dated to the sixteenth century. The little chapel consists of
a room measuring nine and one half by four yards with the
walls made of the stones confirmed to be from Nazareth in
the lower part which are the main devotional site together
with a central statue of the black Madonna clothed in the
traditional dalmatic. This is one of the remarkable
examples of Biblical Archaeology calling for study between
structures on site in separate continents which correspond
with each other and serve to confirm The Holy Scriptures
and strengthen The Faith of The Church.
"He has shown might with His arm, He has scattered the
proud in the conceit of their heart. He has put down the
mighty from their thrones, and has exalted the lowly. He
has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has
sent away empty. He has given help to Israel, his servant,
mindful of His mercy Even as he spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his posterity forever."
-from The Magnificat, Canticles 3 & 15, BCP & S242S247 in The Hymnal 1982.
Ryan Bailey, Sr.

St. John’s Music News
Our Choir Retreat on September 9 was a
great success (as was the Happy Hour
which followed the Retreat) … lots of
food, lots of fun, lots of music. The choir’s first Choral
Eucharist of the 2017-2018 season was Sunday, September
10; it was magnificent. It certainly is good to have the choir
back, leading the liturgy. We are preparing now for a special
Choral Evensong (November 29 at 4:00 PM) in addition to our
regular Sunday morning liturgical music. There is always
room for an additional singer or two. We are in need of a
soprano or two; a few more tenors and baritones wouldn’t
hurt.
.

HANDBELL RINGERS
Our fabulous handbell ensemble, resumed regular
rehearsals on Wednesday, September 20. We will welcome
additional ringers (high school age & adult) with music
reading experience and a willingness to learn a new music
skill.

INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you did not participate last season, but are
interested in joining any of St. john’s music ensembles, please
contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. Auditions
are not required, but a “get-acquainted meeting” is necessary
for placement and planning purposes. See the back of the
service bulletin for contact information, or come to the organ
console and introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

10/1
Betty Chrustowski
10/1
Gayle Irvine
10/5
Aden Dunfee
10/8
Wyatt Richard Frieze
10/10 Trudy Glaspey Koston
10/14 Gwen Hasheian Norton
10/14 Wendy Laning
10/15 Doug VanSant, Sr.
10/18 Nate Gable
10/24 Gail Boyd
10/25 John Ensslen
10/26 Elizabeth Acton Irvine
10/26 Ann Neff
10/28 Jim Acton
10/28 Theresa VanSant
10/29 Lauren Marie Frieze
10/31 Christiana Sparks Battiato

10/16 Richard and Juliana Frieze
10/28 Jim and Elva Paras

We pray for those who
serve in our military,
especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
Spec. Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
1st Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy

St. John’s Pipe Organs
Did you know that
there has been a
pipe organ at St.
John’s Church for
183 years? The
first organ was
purchased
in
1834 and used in
the
original
church
building.
Most likely a small
pipe organ (whose builder is unknown),
it was moved to the present building
when it opened in 1838. Rev. Henry M.
Mason was the Rector when the new
structure was dedicated.
This organ
served the church until 1868 when it was
replaced by a new instrument made by
the Hall-Labagh company of New York.
A well-known musician, James Pearce,
who was organist at St. Mark’s Church in
Philadelphia, served as consultant and
played a dedicatory recital here on
December 17, 1868. The Rev. William A.
Holbrook was Rector.
In 1937 the Rector, The Rev. T. V.
Wingate, and the Wardens & Vestry
authorized the purchase of a two-manual
Kimball pipe organ to replace the 1868
instrument that had been in use for
sixty-nine years. The new organ was
installed by the organ-building company,
Jacob Gerger & Son of Philadelphia, and
was first used In November 1937. Six
Sunday evening recitals were held in
November and December to introduce
the instrument to the community.
Organists
included
Elsie
Glaspey,
organist at St. John’s who gave two
recitals; Grace Westcott, organist at First
Baptist; Betty Gayner Hopman, organist
at First Methodist; and Frederick W.
Spencer.
After discussion of the need for organ
repairs or replacement, the Rector,
Wardens & Vestry contracted with Jacob

Gerger & Son in April 1967 to rebuild and
enlarge the organ. This included adding
an entirely new division to the organ,
which required the construction of the
balcony-like extension to the organ
chamber that you now see at the rear of
the sanctuary.
A new three-manual
organ console replaced the original twomanual console.
The Vestry Minutes
report that “the first public use will be at
the Men’s Corporate Communion Service
on Feb. 18” (1968). Rev. Fred B. Schultz
was Rector and Elsie Glaspey was still
the organist!
Between 1993 and 1999, the pitch of the
organ was raised from A335 to A440,
major repairs and replacements were
accomplished and the organ console was
rebuilt and converted to solid-state
operation. All work was done by Jacob
Gerger and Sons. The Rev. Dr. E. Jesse
Gaither was Rector and Joanne K. Owen,
M.Mus. was Minister of Music.
The original part
of this instrument
will have been in
service for eighty
years
as
of
November 2017.
In recognition of
this anniversary,
St. John’s is sponsoring a half-hour
organ recital by Jack W. Burnam,
Choirmaster and Organist at Immanuel
Episcopal Church, New Castle, DE,
following the Evensong Service on
November 19, 2017. Mr. Burnam will
also serve as guest organist for the
service.
Lawrence B. Owen 2017

See the flyer on page 4 for an opportunity to
hear the organ played by Joanne Owen,
Minister of Music Emeritus.
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am-3 pm IAC
9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

10:00 am-3 pm
CIACC/YSC
12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
8 pm AA

5-6 PM Yoga

8

9

10

11

12

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Blessing of the Animals
following each service
Fellowship Hour
Sandwich Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 pm Handbell
Rehearsal
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

15
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17

18

19
5-6 pm Yoga

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Healthy Sunday
Vestry Meeting

All Day
Needlework Guild
Ingathering
5-6 PM Yoga

All Day Needlework
Guild
Tea & Distribution
9 AM Quilters
7 pm NA

10 am-2 pm
Retired Educators
Luncheon
12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
8 pm AA

22

23

24

25

26

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 pm Handbell
Rehearsal
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Pie Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

29

30

31

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Salad Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am Quilters
4-6 pm Trunk or
Treat
7 pm NA

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County

Fri

Sat

6

7
Special
Convention
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National
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Washington DC
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6 PM
Tunes From
The Crypt
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Activity Page

From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by the 25th of the
month. Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you
think would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
FACEBOOK

Rector:
Deacon:

Vacancy
The Rev’d Sally Maurer

856-769-1409 (h)

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Eileen Miller

856-935-5398
cell: 609-202-7197
856-358-9610
856-935-1798
cell: 908-472-7597
609-202-7220

Vestry Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey Bill Mecum Vacant
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller Ron Wohlrab
Class of 2017 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff

cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
ecmiller114@gmail.com
Clerk: MaryAnne Clisham

Schedule of Services

Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed
by Fellowship Hour
Every Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

