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From the Deacon’s Bench
I’ve been thinking a lot lately about the term Hospitality as it relates to being a Christian. It is a term that we are all familiar with within
our homes. We are well acquainted with the typical actions we take when we invite or receive guests into our homes. We want to make them
feel welcome and special. We might spend hours preparing our home and environment so that everyone who comes to the event leave with the
sense that they had a good time, were well cared for, ate well, were treated special, etc. Sometimes the party is to honor someone special, like a
birthday party or a graduation party. Did we do everything in our power to make that person feel honored that day? Will they always
remember our efforts to make them feel special even for those couple of hours?
We have a lot of parties at our house – multiple grandchildren want to have their birthday parties at our place. Summertime is a particularly busy time for us. Oscar and I
will work well after dark cleaning up, putting up lights, washing down chairs, setting out necessities so that the day of a party everything will go without a hitch. We always
have a plan B. Sometimes the weather does not cooperate, like my son Robbie’s 30th Birthday Party where all the food was set up in the house so that we had maximum use of
our screened in porch, where 30 people crowded inside the porch in the pouring rain to hear the Taiko drummers, also set up on the porch, that we had hired to entertain
everyone. It was a loud, joyous party despite the pouring rain. Sometimes I can make myself quite crazed paying attention to every detail to create just the perfect atmosphere.
Sometimes these parties bring to our home strangers to us. Our children have many friends and relatives on ‘the other side’ that we do not know. Often people have never
been to our farm, don’t know where to park, don’t know where the bathroom is, don’t know which door to come in (which if you’ve ever been to my house, you will
understand). It is a bit like a puzzle trying to fit all the pieces together when you are preparing and serving the last minute food and meanwhile someone is parking in your
garden or wandering through the house. There is a fair bit of chaos until it settles down. If I were smarter, I would appoint someone as the greeter and train them to be
watching for arrivals, guiding them to parking, showing them around etc.
St John’s sits on a busy intersection in a busy neighborhood in a community that largely does not even know who we are or what we believe. We often have visitors at one or
both services. Sometimes these visitors are clearly homeless folk looking for help. Sometimes they are people who come to St John’s for a musical offering or a special service.
We say ‘All are Welcome’ and generally parishioners are good about helping people find where they are going. When people come into coffee hour or another event, there is
usually someone who helps them figure out what to do next. Some parishioners are better at it than others. We also offer many events, such as Trunk or Treat and the Secret
Santa Shop that bring people to our church property who know nothing about us. We have also hosted in the recent past Salem Area Ministerium services for Advent and
Lent.
Parking is obvious, entry into the church is not. People regularly tell me that they did not know which door to go into for Church. When we hosted the ministerium event,
multiple people, including pastors, came in through the sacristy and entered the church right in the middle of the choir. The door rings on the front door are foreboding. Once
inside the vestibule of the main church, people must figure out which door to go through and then where to sit. Those who are not Episcopalians don’t know which books to
use, how the service runs, and aren’t used to our typical pew aerobics.
We have had people leave at the Passing of the Peace because it is such a seventh inning stretch, they thought the service was over. We have had multiple visitors over the past
few months and sometimes I feel as if they are sitting there all alone with no one designated to assist them. Maybe they will come back, maybe they won’t. We need to think
about how we can help the ‘guest’ in our midst. Perhaps our first step in demonstrating Christian Hospitality should be to designate willing members of our congregation to
sit with and show these visitors how we worship. This is not just the role of ushers (which we also do not have enough of) but of everyone.
So, to begin this dialogue, I would ask anyone interested in being part of a hospitality committee to meet with me so we can develop a plan, perhaps a rota, to be aware and to
assist visitors to our church. There is so much more to Christian Hospitality than this simple action but not enough room in this column, to begin the dialogue further, I
recommend you read the following article:
http://www.mennovision.org/Vol%203%20No%201/Pohl_Hospitality.pdf

Deacon Sally

Discussions On The True Cross.

The Traditions surrounding The True Cross are
particularly significant in Europe. Pieces of the Cross,
called in German Kreutzpartikels, are routinely
displayed within the former Holy Roman Empire of
the German Nation and sometimes are contained
within Bishop's pectoral crosses or sacramentals.
Although unable to independently verify it, I have been
told by more than one worthy source that the cumulative mass of all the Cross
Particles in the world is about equal to the presumed size of an actual cross like
the common Roman execution cross. Speaking of the Romans, their persecution
would have unintended consequences for The Holy Land. Because of Jewish
rebellions, the Roman Emperor Hadrian renamed Judea “Syria Palaestina" a
name which persists in use through today. He also made Jerusalem a new
capital, named “Aelia Capitolina,” and forbade Jews from entering. While
Jerusalem remained mostly in ruins because of the revolt in A.D. 70 (when the
Temple itself was destroyed, fulfilling Our Lord's prophecy) Hadrian demolished
the rest. Both Jews & Christians, an offshoot of Judaism, were intolerable rebels
to him. To eradicate their influence Hadrian leveled the top of Mount Calvary
and erected a temple to the pagan goddess Venus. He also cut away and leveled
the hillside where Christ's tomb was and built a temple to the pagan god Jupiter
Capitolinus. Ironically, this very destruction actually preserved the sacred sites
for St. Helena's discovery as detailed last month.
"The Golden Legend" by Jacopo de Voragine, Bishop of Genoa in A.D. 1260, tells
how The True Cross fulfilled the Genesis promise of redemption & lifted the curse
of Adam. According to the legend, Mount Calvary, also said to be the Temple
Mount from Solomon but not necessarily Herod (confusion owing at least in part
to the above mentioned desecrations) was where Seth buried his father Adam.
Seth is said to have placed a seed in his father's mouth from the Tree of The
Knowledge of Good & Evil, which seed would sprout into a tree called the Tree of
Mercy. The wood from this tree is said to have been used by Solomon to build the
main bridge over which pilgrims to his temple walked. Following the destruction
of the Temple of Solomon, the wood was reportedly part of the sacred deposit of
treasures the Levites buried there, which the Romans recovered for building
crosses, including Our Lord's. There are several variations of this tradition in
circulation.
Finally, St. Helena has another connection to our church; according to Geoffrey
of Monmouth she was English. Helena is listed in his Chronicles as a daughter of
Old King Cole. The marriage of British Princess to Roman Prince is emblematic
of the Norse infusion into Continental European culture which, to a degree,
exacerbated the eventual march to the Crusades as we will endeavor to examine
further in the future.
"We adore you Oh Christ, and we bless you, because by your holy cross you have
redeemed the world." From The Way Of The Cross.
Ryan Bailey, Sr

Yes, its that time of year again... hot and sticky.
Too hot to get ready for church? (It's air
conditioned!). Don't want to get dressed up?
(We love you as you are!) Aren't lots of people
away on vacation? (All the more reason we need YOU in the
pew!)
We all have our favorite times of year. Certainly summer is not
mine. I would rather have spring or fall for sure. But there are
lots of things going on at St. John's during the summer.
Vacation Bible School, a great outreach for us in the community,
is scheduled for July 31, through August4. There are many ways
you can help, up front or behind the scenes. Laurie Bailey is
chair again this year so we know we are in good hands. From all
accounts by those who participated last year, it was a BLAST!
The Parish's 300th anniversary is looming out there in 2022,
only 5 years away and if we want to celebrate it with a bit of
splash, we need to get moving NOW. Curt Harker has agreed to
chair the committee and David Miller is putting together a subcommittee that is fine-tuning the buildings and grounds. You
can get as involved as you wish but input is needed.
The Search Committee is active and at work. A new approach is
being tried; a full page ad was placed in The Living Church
magazine and responses are being received. I know it seems like
a long time without a priest... and it has been! However, I am
told that it is typical for it to take 2 years or more. This isn't
something to be rushed; we want a priest as much as we want
that person to want us! No one person will have every attribute
we might want but God plays a role in this and knows what we
need more than we do. Our parish is changing and adapting to
our community and we need a priest who is up for that
challenge.
SO, don't sit at home on Sunday morning... come to St. John's
and see what is happening and how YOU can get involved. Our
church is as active and alive as you make it.
Ron Magill
Senior Warden

We are sad to announce that Father Edward
Cook, supply priest/Assistant at St. Luke’s
Church, died on June 13, 2017, in Glassboro
NJ. The service was on Saturday, June 17 at
St. Luke’s, Woodstown, where he served after his retirement until his
death. Father Cook also served as a supply priest at St. John’s. May he
rest in peace and rise in glory!

St. Johns’s recognized our graduates
at the June 18, 2017 services. At the
8:00 am service, we honored Robert
Runkle, Jr., a graduate of Lower
Alloways Creek 8th Grade. Honored
at the 10:30 am service were: Kelly
Freno – Rowan University; Zachary Wang – Woodstown
High School: and Patrick Irvine – Quinton 8th Grade.
Congratulations to all our graduates!

Pipe Organ Anniversary
2017 marks the 80th anniversary of the
installation of our 1937 Kimball Pipe Organ by
Jacob Gerger and the 50th anniversary of the
1967 enlargement and rebuild by Jacob Gerger
& Son. Incidentally, the organ is still maintained and tuned by Peter
Gerger, Jr., Jacob’s grandson. In celebration of these anniversaries, we
are planning a special Evensong on Nov. 19, followed by a half-hour
organ recital performed by a very special guest organist (more about
this as details are worked out in the future). We hope to do some minor
organ enhancements in preparation s for this event; and we will need
some additional financial support for our guest organist.

THE ST. JOHN’S RINGERS is a growing and evolving
handbell ensemble that in just a few years progressed dramatically both
in musical facility and handbell ringing skills. Of the regular ringers in
this ensemble, six had never rung handbells previously; yet they are
ringing “level 3+” music, usually expected of ensembles with many
years of experience. We look forward to the return of one or two former
members in the fall. The members of this ensemble during 2016-2017
are:
Mary Anne Clisham
Ann Neff
Glen Clisham
Sally Maurer
Gwen Norton
Stacy Kobasa
Joanne Owen
Jeannie Miller
Nate Gable
Eileen Miller

Please

Wednesday Prayer Service

consider a donation, above and beyond your pledge, to either the Special
Music Fund or the Special Organ Fund to support this celebration.
CHOIR & HANDBELL HIATUS: The St. John’s Choir and the St.
John’s Ringers will take a summer break from rehearsals and service
commitments during July and August. All groups have had a very
successful year, though in very different ways. And all groups will
resume their respective ministries of music in September ... specific dates
and times to be announced later. All Singers & Ringers should be alert
for communications concerning September start up dates, first
rehearsals, and other fun & fellowship gatherings later in the Summer.
OPENINGS: Any person interested in participating in our choir or
handbells, or supporting our Ministry of Music through financial
contributions, publicity, or music library computer data entry should
contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. There is a place for
you. There are no “audition” requirements for volunteers. And we give
free tune-ups.
THE CHOIR has led liturgies throughout the season in an exemplary
fashion, including numerous “special” events, the most recent being the
performance of Franz Joseph Haydn’s Missa Brevis St. Joannis de Deo,
as part of the Eucharistic liturgy on Sunday, June 11, with strings and
guest organist Kevin Gane followed by two stunning anthems on St.
John’s Day, June 25.. The choir did a magnificent job, living up to
Father Steve’s previous claim that St. John’s has “the finest choir in
two counties.” During the 2016-2017 season the following singers
have contributed their time and talents to make the choir the vibrant
and effective liturgical and musical leadership ensemble that we have
come to know and love.
Gail Boyd
Mary Anne Clisham
Jeannie Miller
DeeAnn Harris
Cassandra Moore
Ann Neff
Robin Wilson-Boughton
Gwen Norton
Kelly Freno
Glen Clisham
Arielle Egan
Nate Gable
Helen Acton
Jim Acton
Don Layton
George Neff
John Lapetina
Jerry Pinner
Quinton Lewis
Less Andres

We continue to offer an opportunity for a brief
mid-week Noon Service of Prayer led by Lay
Readers. This service, held in the Chapel, is quiet
and brief, usually no longer than 20 – 30 minutes.
If you are in the area at the noon hour, please
know that you are invited to this brief time of
prayer, spiritual renewal, and reflection.

Big things are a-brewin! In five (5)years,
we will celebrate our 300th year. It's not
too early to begin the planning for events
in 2022. If you would like to take part in
that planning... Jump on board. Call, text,
email or talk with Senior Warden, Ron Magill, and see
how you can help or get involved.

300

We pray for those who serve in our
military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John
Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
1st Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy

7/1
7/1
7/4
7/7
7/8
7/10
7/10
7/11
7/15
7/23
7/25
7/25
7/25
7/27
7/31

Adali Rivera
Judy Kimber
Father Scott Trull
Patrick Irvine
Oscar Maurer
Ron Magill
Sal DeGrotto
Brandy Kates
Sharon Moore
Dale Harris
Ray Stiles
Joe Kimber
Ron Wohlrab
Rev. Sally Maurer, Deacon
Kevin Kates

Trivia-When was the garage built?
The garage/shed building was built in
1967. This was the last building constructed on St. John’s
campus. This made 4 buildings. The building size is 36’ x 26’.
The garage includes heat and water.
A little history: Our former sextons used the basement of the
church. There is an office built under the area of the altar. As the
Parish House was built, a shop needed to be centrally located.
The Vestry approved the building. Vestry member Colonel

7/3 Elizabeth and Andrew Irvine
7/10 DeeAnn and Dale Harris
7/10 Joanne and Larry Owen
7/10 Laurie and Ryan Bailey
7/12 Jennifer and Earle Robinson
7/15 Celeste and David Willis
7/21 Francine and Joseph Peterson, Sr.
The Vestry has been asked by the Salem
Community Garden Committee to help
support their project at the garden which
is located by the Senior Apartments on
Hires Avenue in Salem. If anyone would
like to volunteer to help with this
community effort which provides
fellowship and food for the neighbors, please contact David Miller
[609-202-7197].

Charles Raine took charge of the project from start to finish. A
plaque with his name is mounted on the side of the building.
Colonel Raine is buried in the churchyard. Thanks to Colonel
Raines for making St. John’s building and grounds more
efficient.
Next month: Building and Grounds 6 month report.
David Miller
Junior Warden

Our Buildings and Grounds Committee is looking
for persons to help with our 300th anniversary
planning which includes all St. John’s campus. This
is a great opportunity to go through areas of our
complex not normally seen by most members. We
will be looking for capital improvements and
normal maintenance projects that will be budgeted over the next five
years. Those interested in helping should contact David Miller [609202-7197].

300

VBS is coming! If you know of any
children ages 4 (potty trained) to 12
years old, pick up a flyer for them.
Hometown Nazareth will be held
Monday July 31 to Friday, August 4
from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Registration starts Monday, July 31 at 5:00
pm. Dinner is served nightly at 5:30, followed by stories, crafts and
other activities. For more information, contact the church office at
(856)-935-1798. See the separate flyer in this newsletter for more
information.
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8 am Rite I Chapel
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

7 pm NA

10 am-3 pm CIACC,
YSC
12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga
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13
5-6 pm Yoga

8 am Rite I Chapel
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Sandwich Sunday
Vestry Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am-3 pm IAC
7 pm NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
8 pm AA
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Healthy Snacks
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12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
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23

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

8 pm AA
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8 am Rite I Chapel
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Pie Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

7 pm NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer

5-6 pm Yoga
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8 am Rite I Chapel
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Salad Sunday

5-6 pm Yoga

8 pm AA

5 pm VBS
Registration
5:30-8 pm VBS
VBS continues nightly
through Friday, Aug. 1

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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Activity Page

From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by FEBRUARY 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.
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Vestry Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey Bill Mecum Vacant
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller Ron Wohlrab
Class of 2017 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff
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local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
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Clerk: MaryAnne Clisham

Schedule of Services

Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed
by Fellowship Hour
Every Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel
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