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From the Deacon’s Bench
This past month, I had a wonderful visit with Father Steve and Rosie Carroll in Gilbert, AZ. They
send their love and their prayers for a successful search process. We remain in their daily prayers
and they recount with fondness their years spent here at St. John’s. Father Steve was particularly
pleased to hear that we continue our outreach work to the community, delighted that we are
planning our 2017 VBS, happy to know that Father David Laquintano has been so faithfully serving
as our long-term supply for stability. Father Steve continues to struggle with mobility issues but that has not stopped them
from becoming part of a church plant in Gilbert. This new congregation meets in the Gilbert community center, which
poses some interesting issues. The facility is closed on major holidays, like Christmas, so they have nowhere to hold
services. They must ‘set up’ church and ‘take down’ church each Sunday. The room they are in is just a big room; Rosie
particularly misses ‘church’, like stained glass windows and altar hangings. But they also do interesting innovations such
as holding Stations of the Cross on the main street, using a flip board with each station on it as they process through
town. The church has purchased a large piece of property with plans to build a church. But now they are rethinking this
plan. How important is the church building and their identity? How will this change their identity to the community? What
is their mission and what is their focus?
These questions are contemporary issues we all face today. Many of the churches, even in our diocese, are rethinking
their presence in the community. Some have closed or combined. Others are relocating. In our area alone, St Andrews,
Bridgeton and Holy Trinity, Vineland have conjoined and are now known as the Church of the Resurrection. They have
bought a piece of property on Route 49 between Bridgeton and Millville with the intent of building a whole new church.
Both original properties are for sale with some ‘nibbles’ at St Andrews. They cannot move forward with building until at
least one of the properties sells. Meanwhile, they are holding services at St John Bosco, a Roman Catholic Church on
Route 49 just within the city limits of Millville. Our Merciful Savior is in discernment with the Bishop about their next steps
with the resignation of Mother Petrina.
We are fortunate to worship in a historic space, lovingly built and thoughtfully maintained. Our forbearers were gracious
enough to remember St John’s in their bequests. Our average Sunday attendance is about 60 people with 2 services.
Many in our congregation are getting older. A few new families are attending but if we did not have an endowment to pull
from, we would be in the same position as other churches – unsustainable.
th

Right now, we need to start thinking about our 300 anniversary as a parish. It will take some time to plan any kind of
celebration. Curt Harker has agreed to take the lead on this project but he cannot do this alone. While it is a good and
proper thing for us to celebrate our history, we also need to discern what our mission is moving forward. We need to start
having sacred conversations about how each of us feels St John’s belongs to the community and to the world.
How do you envision St John’s Episcopal Church, Salem NJ in 5 years? 10 years? 50 years? What ideas do you have to
increase the number of people who worship with us? What changes to you think ought to happen to facilitate new
programs and presence in the City of Salem? Let’s talk!

Deacon Sally
June 4, 2017
Pentecost Sunday
Wear red

June 11, 2017
Trinity Sunday
Missa Brevis

June 25, 2017
St. John’s Day
Parish Picnic

In our previous discussion regarding the
Holy Sepulchre, we mentioned that its
present location was determined by St.
Helena,
mother
of
the
Emperor
Constantine. Who was this first lady of the
Empire & in what ways does her devotional
& archaeological legacy endure through our time?
Commemorated in The East on May 21st & in The West on
August 18th, St. Helena is best remembered for finding the True
Cross, in addition to settling the disputed layout of Jerusalem,
much of which had lain in obscuration for centuries & was
inhabited by Bedouins. Constantine’s sign of victory was the
Cross of Christ, which had been mystically revealed to him
preceding the Battle of the Milvian Bridge in which he
consolidated his military power in the Roman Empire. The sign
“IN HOC SIGNO VINCES” was superscribed above the
miraculous cross, By This Sign Conquer. Constantine is said to
have painted the cross in red on his Soldiers tunics and shields.
His AD 313 edict of Milan was the key guarantor of tolerance
toward Christians, who had been burnt alive & fed to lions up to
that point, especially during a series of persecutions under ten
emperors culminating with Diocletian (AD 244-AD 312).
St. Helena’s acts are recorded in the Antiochan Annals.
Although St. Helena was already in her declining years, she was
commissioned by her son to find the True Cross. Searching for
the Life-Creating Cross, she questioned Christians Jews &
Pagans in the land but her search remained unsuccessful. Then in
326, she was directed to an elderly Hebrew named Jude who
stated that the Cross was buried at the Temple of Venus. So
Helena ordered that the temple site be demolished. After prayers,
the grounds were excavated. Soon, the Holy Sepulchre was
uncovered. Not far from there were three crosses, a board with
the INRI inscription ordered by Pilate, and four nails which had
pierced Our Lord. To ascertain the cross on which Our Savior
had been crucified, tradition tells us that St. Macarius, the local
Bishop, alternately touched the crosses to a corpse. When the
dead was touched by the True Cross of the Lord, the body came
to life. Having beheld the raising of the dead, everyone was
convinced that the True Cross was found. During the discovery
of the Life-Creating Cross, another miracle took place – a
grievously sick woman, beneath the shadow of the Holy Cross,
was healed instantly. Elder Jude and other Jews came to believe
in Christ and accepted Holy Baptism, conversion always being a
sign of truth. Jude received the name Cyriacus and afterwards
was consecrated as Bishop of Jerusalem. Christians came in huge
throngs to venerate the Holy Cross, beseeching St. Macarius to
raise the Cross, so that even those far off might reverently
contemplate it. The Patriarch and other leaders raised up the
Holy Cross, and the people, saying “Lord have mercy,”
reverently prostrated themselves before the Venerable Wood.

While in Jerusalem, St. Helena performed an array of other good
works, including giving alms to the poor. She also ordered that
all places associated with the earthly life of Our Lord be
liberated from paganism, and directed that churches be built at
each of these places. St. Helena gave the Life-Creating Cross to
the Patriarch for safe-keeping, and took part of the wood and
nails back to the Imperial Capitol of Constantinople. St. Helena
continued to journey to the holy places connected with the
earthly life of the Savior, building over eighty churches – at
Bethlehem at the birthplace of Christ; on the Mount of Olives
where the Lord ascended to Heaven; and at Gethsemane where
the Savior prayed before His sufferings and one of the
traditional sites for burial of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Emperor
Constantine gave orders to build at Jerusalem a majestic and
spacious church in honor of the Resurrection of Christ, also
including under its roof the Life-Giving Tomb of the Lord and
Golgotha. This is the Church of The Holy Sepulchre. The temple
was constructed in about ten years. St. Helena did not survive to
see the dedication of this temple. She entered into her eternal
reward in AD 327. The church was consecrated on September
13, 335. This was the crowning achievement of an international
building project, the likes of which our earth has never seen and
which helped to establish the Holy Land as a holy pilgrim site for
generations, until the present day. (Next Time: A Closer Look at
The True Cross)
“God forbid that I should glory save in the Cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified
to me, and I to the world.” -From The Litany Of The True
Cross
by Ryan Bailey, Sr.

VBS NOTES
It is time again to start planning our VBS for Summer
2017. It will be held July 31-August 4 from 5:30-8:00
pm. Our first planning meeting will be held between
services, around 9 am, on Sunday, June 11. Brunch will
be served and we will discuss the theme, activities and
other topics. Please contact Laurie or Sally for more
information.

Blessings to Ryan & Eleanor
Bailey for receiving their First
Holy Communion on May 14,
2017. Thank you to Emma Bailey for providing the
special Violin music during Communion.

Dedication of the new
railings at the sacristy
steps was held on
Sunday, May 21, 2017.
Father David Laquintano
blessed and sprinkled holy water on the railings. Gail
Boyd spoke about her Aunt Marion and her love for St.
John’s and the grounds. They were a gift from Marion
Finlaw –she left money to beautify our grounds.
Standing on the steps you can see all the plants and
trees God has made for us to enjoy. The remaining
money will be used to improve the grounds as we
approach
our
300th
anniversary.

David Miller
Building & Grounds Chair

UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC
LITURGY:
On Trinity Sunday, June 11, the St. John’s
Choir will sing the Missa Brevis St.
Joannis de Deo by Franz Joseph Haydn within the framework of
the 10:30 AM Deacon’s Eucharist. This is one of Haydn’s most

nativity and ministry St. John the Baptist and, therefore, will
have a decided “Advent” flavor.
THE ANNUAL POST-SEASON CHOIR PARTY will be
hosted by Bill & Mary Anne Clisham on Sunday afternoon, July
23, 1:00 PM at their home: 80 Hiles Avenue in Elk Terrace,
Quinton Township. Bill will be in touch with all choir singers
and choir friends about details.
FUTURE SINGERS & RINGERS: If you have not sung in the
St. John’s Choir in recent years, or played hand-bells in the
Salem Ringers, but are interested in the challenges and
satisfactions of participating in one of these ensembles, please
contact Minister of Music, Bill Clisham to discuss details about
next season (September 2013 – June 2014): voice placement,
bell position assignments, music folders, vestment, etc. Bill
Clisham can be contacted in person following the Postlude for
the 10:30 Holy Eucharist any Sunday, on his cell phone (908472-7597), or by e-mail wfclish@aol.com

Wednesday Prayer Service
We continue to offer an opportunity for a brief
mid-week Noon Service of Prayer led by Lay
Readers. This service, held in the Chapel, is quiet
and brief, usually no longer than 20 – 30 minutes.
If you are in the area at the noon hour, please
know that you are invited to this brief time of
prayer, spiritual renewal, and reflection.

unusual sacred works. It is sometimes called the “Little Organ
Mass” because of the Soprano – Organ Duet which is the
“Benedictus’. You are encouraged to come out in force, and
bring as many guests as possible with you.

You won’t be

disappointed. The Missa Brevis will feature our own Kelly Freno
as soprano soloist, with the full St. John’s Choir, accompanied
by string trio and organ. The Choir will be under the direction
of Bill Clisham, Minister of Music. Kevin Gane will be our guest
organ accompanist for the service. The guest string players and
guest singers are made possible by the generosity of all those who
have contributed to the “Special Music Fund”, a non-budgeted
fund which supports guest musicians (instrumentalists or
vocalists) for special events such as this.
ST. JOHN’S CHOIR will continue to lead the Choral
Eucharist at 10:30 AM each Sunday through June 25, 2013.
Our final liturgy of the season will be a festive celebration of The
Birth of St. John the Baptist. This date is the 295th anniversary
of the founding of St. John’s Church! Our musical offerings on
that day will feature Orlando Gibbons’ masterful verse anthem,
“This Is the Record of John”; all of the music will focus on the

Organ Blossoms
By Emma Bailey

I hear a sound, it starts out faint as a hazy dream,
And sounds like snowflakes raining from branches, or
fingers through soft, thick hair.
Then to my wonder, doth the notes appear,
As figures of crystal, in aisles of gray.
Slowly and carefully with a steady hand, the organist brings
the page to life.
No longer a dim recollection of beauty,
The keys come out strong, in a bold Mezzo Forte.
And without even a moment of question, a smile is written
on all of our hearts,
As the music jumps for joy at it's art.
But what doth appear, right before my ears,
Is a miracle no less, and very mysterious,
For no one knows how it is done,
I am thankful to God for our Organ Blossoms.

Big things are a-brewin! In five (5)years,
we will celebrate our 300th year. It's not
too early to begin the planning for events
in 2022. If you would like to take part in
that planning... Jump on board. Call, text,
email or talk with Senior Warden, Ron Magill, and see
how you can help or get involved.

06/11 Deacon Sally and Oscar Maurer
06/18 George and Ann Neff

300

Our Buildings and Grounds Committee is looking for persons
to help with our 300th anniversary planning which includes all
St. John’s campus. This is a great opportunity to go through
areas of our complex not normally seen by
most members. We will be looking for
capital
improvements
and
normal
maintenance projects that will be budgeted
over the next five years. Those interested in
helping should contact David Miller [609202-7197].

300

Last month’s trivia question was “What are
St. John’s oldest graves?”. During my
building and grounds inspection, I went
through the cemetery looking for the oldest
graves. First I thought of the two large stones in front of the
church, and then I continued forward.
•
•
•
•

Benjamin Vining-died in 1735, age 52 years, 7
months, 22 days
John Vining-died in 1770, age 46
Hannah Coleman-died August 28, 1735
Henry Coleman-died 1727, age 4

Henry is one of the oldest graves. According to conversation
and church history the Coleman’ graves were moved during
construction of the new church building in 1836. They were
relocated to the back of the chapel, approximately 40’-50’. 6
graves are in a row. For more information, check out the
cemetery log.
Next month’s trivia question-When was the garage/shop
building built?

06/22 Lauren and Nicholas Bowen
06/26Irv and Pasha Chard
06/30 John III and Jen Laning

6/2
6/4
6/8
6/10
6/10
6/11
6/11
6/13
6/17
6/25
6/27
6/28
6/29
6/29
6/30

Nina Rodriquez
Francine Peterson
Ida Brennan
Christopher Willis
Nathan Willis
Davd Miller
Erin Gralley
Pasha Chard
Virginia Sisco
Sue Harker
Jimmy Trinidad
Austin Schwarz
Hollis Irvine III
Peggy Fittabile
DeeAnn Harris

Decorating our Church
and Chapel.
The following St. John’s members
should be recognized for their
generous donations to the Easter Flowers Fund which
provided all of the flowers for the Church and Chapel. I am
VERY grateful to the following people for their consistent
support of this ministry:
Helen and Jim Acton
Bonnie Holmstrom
The Buck Family
Ron Magill and Phil Correll
Kay Cawman
J. Craig Mauve
Sal DeGrotto
David, Eileen and Jean Miller
Peg Fittabile and Bil Pankonien
Larry and Joann Owen Rich and Julie Frieze
The Peterson, Laning, and Runkle Families
Sue and Curt Harker
Chris Sorenson
DeeAnn and Dale Harris Douglas and Theresa VanSant
Without the dedications from the congregation members
listed above, I could not have created the atmosphere in
our Church and Chapel for Easter worship. Thank you so
very much! You are THE BEST!!!
DeeAnn Harris
(ED Note: DeeAnn submitted this article in time for the May
Forerunner; however, I forgot to include it. My sincere
apologies to DeeAnn).

From the Diocesan Newsletter:

South Jersey Episcopal congregations, and will be brought into

Discerning Our Common Call –

tuned and keep your eyes and ears open; we will be telling you

An Open Invitation to Congregation
Members and Leaders as well as Convocation Delegates
God is at work – everywhere.
As we begin to embark on Spring Convocations, we must
continue to address and understand our common life together as
a diocesan community. This spring, during your convocation
meetings, we now have an opportunity to adapt beyond how we
have “done church” in the past, but also provide you with the
opportunity to envision how we can “do church” in the future.
God is calling all of us in the Diocese of New Jersey to join in His

our local congregations and communities over the summer. Stay
how YOU can get involved in these Sacred Discussions, this
summer!

Ann Neff

.
The Vestry has been asked by the
Salem Community Garden
Committee to help support their
project at the garden which is located
by the Senior Apartments on Hires
Avenue in Salem. If anyone would
like to volunteer to help with this community effort which
provides fellowship and food for the neighbors, please contact
David Miller [609-202-7197].

mission in the world. We need to open up the processes of prayer,
reflection and conversation together about our common life and
the challenges our congregations are facing. This will help us
have a deeper meaning of engagement with others to understand
how we join in God’s mission – recognizing that mission as the
great plan for salvation, reconciliation and fulfillment of our
Baptismal Covenant.
Let us ask ourselves… How do we support each other? What are
our stories and how do we share them? How should we structure
ourselves? How is God calling us to live into the strengths of our
diversity and inter-dependencies?
These discussions will begin to actively engage us in:
•

•

•

Re-imagining “church” for ourselves in the world we
live in – using our rich history to inform and shape us
(but not bind us to the past)
Deeply examine how the assumptions, language, and
choices we make in Congregational and Diocesan life
can be refreshed and reinvigorated. This will empower
us to strongly walk with God currently and in the
future, as a diocesan community comprised of 144
congregations, plus other shared ministries.
Discerning new stories to better understand what God
expects us to do and be, and how we express this to
ourselves and each other.

I attended the Spring meeting of the Woodbury Convocation on
May 22, 2017, along with Bill Clisham, Deacon Sally Maurer
and Maryanne Clisham (who is employed as a staff member of
the Diocese, in Trenton). The questions asked above were
discussed in our regional meeting of delegates from western

We pray for those who
serve in our military,
especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
1st Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am-3 pm IAC
9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

10 am-3 pm CIACC,
YSC
12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Wear Red for Pentecost
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
VBS Meeting
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Vestry
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12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga
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5-6 PM Yoga

7 pm NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer

5-6 pm Yoga

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour

8 pm AA
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
St, John's Day Picnic

5-6 PM Yoga

7 pm NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by FEBRUARY 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
FACEBOOK

Rector:
Deacon:

Vacancy
The Rev’d Sally Maurer

856-769-1409 (h)

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Eileen Miller

856-935-5398
cell: 609-202-7197
856-358-9610
856-935-1798
cell: 908-472-7597
609-202-7220

Vestry Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey Bill Mecum Vacant
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller Ron Wohlrab
Class of 2017 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff

cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
ecmiller114@gmail.com
Clerk: MaryAnne Clisham

Schedule of Services

Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed
by Fellowship Hour
Special Events:
Sunday, June 4; Pentecost Sunday
Sunday, June 11; Trinity Sunday, Missa Brevis
Sunday June 25; St. John’s Day, Church Picnic
Every Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

