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St. John’s Episcopal Church, Salem, NJ

From the Deacon’s Bench
Deacon Sally is on a well-deserved vacation, so there is no Deacon’s Bench. Thank you Deacon Sally
for all of your hard work and service during Lent and Easter.

We will celebrate the First Holy Communion of Ryan and Eleanor Bailey and Jimmy Trinidad at the
May 14, 10:30 am service. Please join us for this special time in the faith lives of our young
communicants.

The Restoration of The Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem, part 2: The Royal Family of Jordan, which is
presently restoring the Calvary site of Our Lord’s Tomb, descends directly from the family of Mohammed, founder of Islam who
lived c.570-632 & is named for Hashim ibn 'Abd Manaf (died c. 497), his Great Grandfather. They’re the senior royals of the
region, 2nd oldest dynasty in existence, after Japan’s, and until the 20th century controlled the holiest cities of Islamdom; Mecca,
Medina & Jerusalem, under the Sharifdom of Mecca from the 10th century. King Abdullah II rules the Kingdom of Jordan, formerly
Trans-Jordanian British Protectorate under the secret 1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement between Britain & France which essentially
divided the land between the two great powers following WWI & Great Arab Revolt. That revolt had been organized by Britain’s Colonel Lawrence &
King Abdullah II’s grandfather; King Abdullah I, then Deputy for Mecca to the Ottoman Imperial Senate. This Great Arab Revolt was declared by the
Hashemites against the Ottoman Empire & helped set the conditions for the dissolution of that empire, one of five world empires that didn’t survive the
First World War.
The previous power & prestige of the Hashemites is now partly shared in the holy lands with the House of Saud which emerged via successive treaties with
the UK & US c. WWII. The ascent of the Saudis was due to multiple geostrategic effects, including the discovery of oil reserves, the British Admiralty’s
decision under Lord Winston Churchill to transition the Royal Navy, & by extension world trade and travel, from coal to oil for the fuel of empire and
commerce, and the controlled equilibrium model favored by The Royal Institute for International Affairs or Chatham House & the East India Company
before them.
The UK’s post-war policy favored open lines of communication with their possessions in Asia, most importantly India, but also Singapore, Malaya, Hong
Kong and others. The House of Saud promised free trade in the Indian Ocean, which Britain considered a priority & favorable banking & oil concessions.
This was followed by the Suez Canal & Jet Age, which shrunk the world by a factor of two. Unintended consequences, however, of the post Ottoman
power vacuum of the 20th century included the proliferation of Salafist-Wahhabi sect teachings which would coalesce into the founding of certain forces
such as the Muslim Brotherhood, Al Qaeda and the so-called Islamic State or DAESH, acronym for ISIS as transliterated from Arabic. In this present
struggle for the peace of the holy land, Jordan has been a leading partner and consistently one of the most pro-western, free and open nations in the Middle
East. King Abdullah II and his family have adopted western dress code and lifestyle including monogamy. In looking at the alliance between the US &
Jordan, and the shared cultural understanding inherent in the Restoration Project at the Holy Sepulchre, where Christ rose from the dead, we can see
further points of light, opportunities for peaceful endeavors and coexistence together in a spirit of shared humanity and goodwill for all mankind.
“But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by
hisSpirit that dwelleth in you” Romans 8:11

by Ryan Bailey, Sr.

We have, without question, one
of the finest—if not THE finest—
liturgical ministries around. We
are rich in talent: excellent choir,
fine
organ,
profound
and
challenging preaching. We are
rich in liturgy and rich in history.
Our facilities host a multitude of ministries to the
community at large. Good things are happening at St.
John’s. Easter Sunday was certainly ample evidence of
that! Let’s spread the word. Invite your friends and
neighbors to come and see for themselves.

intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and
enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best organ
in Salem County. In the recent past, this fund has
replaced an un-reparable Pedal off-set reservoir and rewired the 1937 electric blower motor when it burned
out.

Thank you to Choir & Handbell Ringers

We continue to offer an opportunity for a
brief mid-week Noon Service of Prayer led by
Lay Readers. This service, held in the Chapel,
is quiet and brief, usually no longer than 20 –
30 minutes. If you are in the area at the
noon hour, please know that you are invited to this
brief time of prayer, spiritual renewal, and reflection.

St. John’s Choir and the Salem Ringers (our handbell
ensemble) did a most commendable job during Lent,
Holy Week, and especially on Easter Sunday. If you are
among them, you deserve all the accolades heaped
upon you. St John’s Ringers have concluded rehearsals
for the season, and will resume rehearsals in
September, 2017. St. John’s Choir will continue to
rehearse and lead liturgies, including several very
special ones, through St. John’s Day, which we will
celebrate on June 25.

Special “Designated” Music Funds
There are two important non-budget music funds to
which friends and supporters of the Music Ministry at
St. John’s can contribute. These funds carry over and
accumulate from year to year, so you may be assured
that your donation will be used for its intended purpose
and not be transferred to the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund. This
is intended to provide for guest instrumentalists and
supplemental musicians not covered by the current
music budget. The cost is normally $200 per player.
The next major planned event is coming up very soon
…June 11, when we hope to have a string trio to
accompany the choir and guest singers in a special
musical liturgy, including Franz Joseph Haydn’s Missa
Brevis St. Joannis de Deo (AKA “Little Organ mass”). If
you cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a player,
that is not a cause for concern … every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement Fund.
There are actually some envelops in your box of pledge
envelops specifically for this fund (but donations need
not be confined to those envelops). This fund is

When making a donation to either of these designated
funds, please be sure your check (or envelop) is clearly
marked for that specific fund so that it will be deposited
and used correctly as intended.

Wednesday Prayer Service

Big things are a-brewin! In five (5)years,
we will celebrate our 300th year. It's not
too early to begin the planning for events
in 2022. If you would like to take part in
that planning... Jump on board. Call, text,
email or talk with Senior Warden, Ron Magill, and see
how you can help or get involved.

300

Spring is well under way. Our grounds crew is
keeping the grass cut and the flowerbeds looking
nice. A couple of projects this month are:
• Hand railing at Sacristy door to be installed
• Sidewalk brickwork to be done-cut out tree roots that
are causing the bricks to heave up. 2 trees have roots
pushing up the bricks. They will fill up the low spots
with dirt and sand. Please use caution in the work
area.
Last month’s trivia question was about the Christus Rex. Please
see the article on the next page about this important icon on the
Grant Street side of the Parish Hall.
Next month: The churchyard.
David Millers

St. John’s
Christus Rex
The Christus Rex is mounted on the Grant Street side of the
Parish House. According to the Episcopal Church website:
The earliest depictions of the crucifixion show Christ upon the
cross, with body erect and with arms stretched straight out.
He is clothed either in a long robe or with a loincloth. There is
no attempt to be realistic or to emphasize suffering or agony.
The modern "Christus Rex" crucifix is in the same tradition.
Christ stands erect in front of a cross, with arms straight out.
The body may be clothed in modern, western eucharistic
vestments, and there may be a crown on the head.
The image portrays several concepts at the same time: the
historic event of the crucifixion, Christ as the King in his
kingdom, and Christ as the victorious sacrifice in the
eucharistic feast.

According to church records, our Christus Rex was
installed on April 5, 1963 and a dedication service was
held on Palm Sunday 1963. In our history books (Rev.
Fred Schultz, 1960-1965 Vol. 3) shows a photo of the
men who installed the Christus Rex. They were: James
White, Rev. Fred Schultz, John Fletcher, and Percy
Lavelle (Sexton). A bronze plaque mounted in the Parish
Hall honors Mrs. & Mrs. Daniel Harris, who donated the
statue in 1963.
Christus Rex remained mounted on the Parish House for
50 years, then was taken down due to its poor condition.
During the Christmas season 2010, David Miller found it
in the basement of the church. He decided with the
blessing of Father Steve Carroll and the Vestry, to restore
it to its former condition. David Willis did the
woodworking to restore the legs and feet. David and
Jeannie Miller stripped paint, sanded it, filled the cracks
and repainted Christus Rex in the original colors. They
used 6 different colors of paint with 4 coats of each color.
They used clear coat to protect the paint. The repairs took
a total of 79.5 manhours. When it was finished, a crew
from TE Warren reinstalled it, which was much
appreciated by the congregation. Christus Rex was
rededicated by Father Scott Trull on St. John’s Day, June
2012.
Next month’s trivia question: What are some of the oldest
graves in our churchyard?

David Miller

05/01 Barbara Sweeney
05/02 Christopher Gray
05/04 Bill Pankonien
05/08 Carla Buck
05/10 Caitlin Murphy
05/11 Andrew Wang
05/12 Ryan Bailey
05/13 Debra Ann Gralley
05/14 Evangelina Bailey
05/16 Jan Peterson
05/19 Chris Sorenson
05/20 Alana Rodriguez
05/21 Rachael Cagle
05/21 Maria Lugo
05/26 Phyllis Little
05/26 Eleanor Bailey
05/29 Jeffrey Buck
05/29 Lars Runkle
05/30 Helen Acton
05/30 Jennifer Buck
05/31 James Irvine

05/17 Curt and Sue Harker
05/18 Joe, Jr. and Jan Peterson
05/26 Father Steve and Rosie Carroll

Save The Date!
St John’s Vacation Bible
School will be held July31August 4. More details to
follow.
Did you notice the banner on the fences
at the corner?

We pray for those who
serve in our military,
especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day
of remembrance for those who have died in service of
the United States of America. Decoration Day was borne
out of the Civil War and a desire to honor our dead.
General John Logan, national commander of the Grand
Army of the Republic originally proclaimed it on May 5
1868, in his General Order No. 11:

The second Sunday of every month is
Sandwich Sunday during Fellowship Hour after
the 10:30 Service. Laurie Bailey
prepares sandwiches (usually egg
salad and meatball) and we have
chips and drinks. We ask for a
donation for each lunch to benefit
ECW projects.

The date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen
because it wasn’t the anniversary of any particular battle.
On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield
made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and
5,000 participants decorated the graves of the 20,000
Union and Confederate soldiers buried there.

Rainstorm Gone Away
By Emma Bailey
Fog drifts slowly through the maze of fresh bright greenery,
Awakening the eyes from their honey-dew slumber.
Webs of shimmering silk give refuge to drops of pearls,
Clinging closely in clear clusters,
Then watch them drape themselves upon the fresh watered
earth.
Violets gently sway in the light wind,
Then boldly rise,
Above the dew kissed hills,
Laying their purple locks about their heads,
Then singing to the heavens,
For all to hear.
All I see from mile to mile, sings the sweet song of the Lord.
Green Trees,
With black dirt branches,
Violet flowers,
With sweet tender stems,
As far as the eye can see,
For the rainstorm has gone away, and left us,
A brand new day.

“The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the
purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise
decorating the graves of comrades who died in
defense of their country during the late rebellion,
and whose bodies now lie in almost every city,
village and hamlet churchyard in the land.”

The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New
York in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the
northern states. The South refused to acknowledge the
day, honoring their dead on separate days until after
World War I (when the holiday changed from honoring
just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring
Americans who died fighting in any war).
It is now observed in almost every state on the last
Monday in May with Congressional passage of the
National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 – 363). This
helped ensure a three day weekend for Federal
holidays, though several southern states have an
additional separate day for honoring the Confederate
war dead: January 19th in Texas; April 26th in Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, and Mississippi; May 10th in South
Carolina; and June 3rd (Jefferson Davis’ birthday) in
Louisiana and Tennessee.
Now, Americans nationwide honor this holiday by
decorating the graves of their ancestors, placing
American flags at the graves of those who lost their lives
and honoring the war dead with parades, the laying of
wreaths and other ceremonies. One other tradition is the
wearing of red poppies. The VFW sells ‘Buddy Poppies’
every year on the weekend prior to Memorial Day.
Disabled and needy veterans in VA Hospitals nationwide
assemble these poppies. Donations to the program go
toward compensation to the veterans who assemble
them and toward other services for veterans.
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting
1-5 pm Parish Hall Reser.
5 pm St. Florian Mass,
Christ Church, Woodbury

14
8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
First Holy Communion
Sandwich Sunday
Vestry
Mother's Day
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4

5-6 PM Yoga

9 am-3 pm IAC
9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

10 am-3 pm CIACC,
YSC
12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

8
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5-6 PM Yoga

9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer

5-6 pm Yoga

6:30 pm Anti-Racism
Training Discernment
& Vestry-Parish Hall
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8 pm AA
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9 am Quilters
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9 am-3 pm Parish Hall
Reserved
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Prayer
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
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7 pm NA
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Prayer

5-6 pm Yoga

28
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8 pm AA

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour-Pie
Sunday

30

31

9 am Quilters
7 pm NA

12 pm Noon Day
Prayer
8 pm AA

Memorial Day
CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by FEBRUARY 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.
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Deacon:

Vacancy
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Forerunner Editor:
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cell: 609-202-7197
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Vestry Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey Bill Mecum Bill Pankonien
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller Ron Wohlrab
Class of 2017 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff

cell: 856-297-2385
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local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
ecmiller114@gmail.com
Clerk: MaryAnne Clisham

Schedule of Services

Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed
by Fellowship Hour
Every Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

