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St. John’s Episcopal Church, Salem, NJ

From the Deacon’s Bench
The signs of spring are all around us. Despite some unusual weather, daffodils and crocuses have
done their level best to poke their way through the winter rubble and blossom. Even on some
snowy, cold days in March, they proudly stood their ground. Trees are beginning to blossom,
yesterday I noticed the field of peach trees near me were all pink with their temporary blossoms. If we are so wrapped
up in our busy day-to-day lives we might miss this new beginning. I remember once some years ago when I never
noticed the lilacs in my yard blossom until they were done. It was an eye opener to me that I was too wrapped up in the
events of the day, now I don’t even remember what they were. I vowed that this would never happen again and I have
worked hard to keep that vow.
The final week of lent – Holy Week – is nearly upon us. When you read this, we will be readying the church for Palm
Sunday. Palm Sunday begins with a triumphal procession waving palms and entering into the Church singing ‘Hosanna,
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord’. Quickly the day turns somber as we turn our focus onto the Lord’s
betrayal, trial, suffering, death, burial and resurrection. All these events occur in just 1 week of our liturgical year.
The Episcopal tradition has services to mark each and every aspect of this journey. First, we recreate his triumphal entry
into Jerusalem. Then we sit with him in the Upper Room as he establishes the Holy Eucharist. Then we journey with
Jesus and his disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane, His betrayal, His trial, His mocking and scourging and then to his
Crucifixion all on Good Friday. In the emptiness of a stripped altar and the consumption of the last of our reserved
sacrament, we feel the loss of the precious gift He gave us. On Saturday evening, we wait, we prepare, we remember, we
reconnect with our history, Christ’s legacy, and then we enter into the first joyous celebration of His resurrection. We
recite ancient psalms, read ancient passages and disciplines from the historic church. It is such an emotional week!
Finally we celebrate Christ’s victory over death with a glorious music-filled Easter Sunday service.
For me, each and every step of that week is part of the journey. Unless I am sick in bed, I cannot fathom missing any of
it. In fact, I have added things to my journey – Tenebrae, this year at St Luke’s in Woodstown at 7pm on Wednesday,
April 12th, participating in the 3 hour long Good Friday service at Haven UMC where I will preach the last word ‘It is
finished’ and the Salem Area Ministerium ‘Cross Walk’ through Salem starting at 5:45 at Spirit Life Fellowship and
ending at the First Baptist Church.
Won’t you join me on that journey? I promise you will find that taking part in each step of the journey will make Easter
much more meaningful!

Deacon Sally

April 9

Palm Sunday

8 am HE Rite I-Chapel
10:30 am Service begins in Parish Hall
with Blessing of the Palms
April 12 Tenebrae Service
7 pm St. Lukes’ Church, Woodstoown
April 13 Maundy Thursday
7 pm in the Church
April 14 Good Friday
12 Noon-Chapel
12-3 pm Ministerium Service at Haven UMC
5:45 pm Ministerium Cross Walk
7 pm Service in Church
April 15 Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil
6 pm Meet in Chapel for the Lighting of the
Fire then proceed to Church
April 16 Easter NO 8 AM SERVICE
6:30 am-Sunrise Service at the Salem
Oak
10:00 am-Special Music with Brass
Quintet
10:30 am-Festival Holy Eucharist
Following the service-Easter Egg
Hunt in the churchyard.

The Restoration of The Holy Sepulcher
at Jerusalem, Part 1:
This Holy Season, the traditional sites
of Calvary, and the tomb of Our Lord,
are being renovated for the first time
in centuries. Jerusalem’s Church of The Holy Sepulchre
is at the center of New Testament history. It has been
one of the most visited sites on our earth since the
A.D.333 founding of the Basilica by St. Helena, Mother
of the Emperor Constantine & First Lady of The Eastern
or Byzantine Empire, which succeeded Imperial Rome
and survived through 1453. Her journey of discovery in
the holy land served to unearth many places of present
pilgrimage. According to writers of her time, including
Eusebius of Caesarea, Socrates Scholasticus, Salminius

Sozomenus and Theodoret of Cyrus, St. Helena
miraculously revealed many landmarks which had long
lain obscured in the desert sands, founded churches and
recovered holy relics, the crown jewel of which was The
True Cross
Now, over sixteen centuries later, The Restoration of
The Holy Sepulchre involves the use of steel supports
and ground penetrating radar. Craftsmen are fitting the
site with new marble and granite, whilst ensuring its
structural integrity for future generations. Beneath the
grand rotunda of the Basilica, is a centuries old shrine
called the Edicule, containing chambers which St.
Joseph of Arimathea, “had hewn out in the rock” as
recorded in St. Matthew 27:60. The project is being led
by Oxford Archaeologist Martin Biddle and financed by
the Hashemite Royal Family of Jordan which has
exercised custodianship of the holy lands and advocated
peaceful access for Christian pilgrims throughout the
ages.
According to L'Osservatore Romano, daily newspaper of
the Vatican City State, King Abdullah II of Jordan is
funding the 3.5 million dollar restoration as part of our
continuing partnership for peace in the region. Bishop
William Shomali, Latin Patriarchal Vicar in Jerusalem,
remarked: “This is excellent news, news of a highly
symbolic character, since the Holy Sepulchre is the most
sacred place for Christians of all confessions. This
decision shows the kindness of the King towards
Christians and his constant concern to preserve the
heritage of Christianity, including his role as guarantor
of the Holy Places, Christian and Muslim, Jerusalem,
according to the Wadi Araba agreement.” The King is
not only pro-western, he is western, his Mother is
yBritish. He is a graduate of Sandhurst, Oxford and the
Uy.S. Army Armor School, Ft. Knox, Kentucky. He even
made a cameo appearance on Star Trek. King Abdullah
II is a veteran of the 1990-91 Operation Desert Storm &
is leading his forces today in attacks against the so
called Islamic State or DAESH. This continuing peaceful
relationship between Christians and Muslims in
Jerusalem is being marked by the Restoration of the
Holy Sepulchre as a gift to the Christians of the Holy
land and all lands. Thanks be to God.
“And they found the stone rolled away from the
Sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body
of the Lord Jesus.” St. Luke 24:2
Ryan Bailey, Sr.

We have, without question, one of
the finest—if not THE finest—
liturgical ministries around. We are
rich in talent: excellent choir, fine
organ, profound and challenging
preaching. We are rich in liturgy and
rich in history. Our facilities host a
multitude of ministries to the community at large. Good things
are happening at St. John’s. Let’s spread the word. Invite your
friends and neighbors to come and see for themselves.
THANK YOU TO CHOIR FOR EVENSONG
On Sunday afternoon, March 26, at 4:00 PM. The St.
John’s Choir, under the direction of Minister of Music,
Bill Clisham, accompanied by guest organist, Paul
Fleckenstein (from Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Wilmington DE) led a choral Evensong that was
magnificent. If you missed it, you REALLY missed a
wonderful service. Bravo to the choir who sang some
very challenging music beautifully.

It was, as are all

Evensong services, a prayerful and inspiring service of
worship.

It was interesting to note that there were

more people in attendance who were visitors than there
were St. John’s parishioners. Hmmm.

pledge envelops specifically for this fund (but donations
need not be confined to those envelops). This fund is
intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and
enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best organ
in Salem County. Within this month we plan to replace
the pedal off-set reservoir that has served us since 1937,
but can no longer be repaired. The next project may be
cleaning (paint, calk & plaster debris), replacing difficult
tuning slides, and regulating volume of some exposed
chest and pipes.
When making a donation to either of these
designated funds, please be sure your check (or
envelop) is clearly marked for that specific fund so that
it will be deposited and used correctly as intended.

Wednesday Prayer Service
We continue to offer an opportunity for a
brief mid-week Noon Service of Prayer led by
Lay Readers. This service, held in the Chapel,
is quiet and brief, usually no longer than 20 –
30 minutes. If you are in the area at the noon hour,
please know that you are invited to this brief time of
prayer, spiritual renewal, and reflection.

SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two important non-budget music funds to
which friends and supporters of the Music Ministry at
St. John’s can contribute. These funds carry over and
accumulate from year to year, so you may be assured
that your donation will be used for its intended purpose
and not be transferred to the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund.
This is intended to provide for guest instrumentalists
and supplemental musicians not covered by the current
music budget.

The cost is normally $200 per player.

The next major planned event is coming up soon …
April 16 is Easter. We will have a brass quintet. Then
on June 11, we hope to have a string trio to accompany
the choir and guest singers in a special musical liturgy,
including the Haydn Missa Brevis in B-flat. If you cannot
afford to cover the entire cost of a player, that is not a
cause for concern … every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement
Fund. There are actually some envelops in your box of

Big things are a-brewin! In five (5)
years the Parish of St. John's, Salem,
will celebrate our 300th year. It's not
300 Years
too early to begin the early planning
for events in 2022. If you would like
to take part in that planning... Jump
on board. Call, text, email or talk with
Senior Warden, Ron Magill, and see how you can help or
get involved.

Building & Grounds Report
•

•

•
•

•

•

The dishwasher has been repaired and the
service technician has assured us that it is ready
to go.
During the most recent storm, our grounds
crew did a good job in keeping the walkways
free of ice. We had some limbs, mainly pine
boughs, come down in the cemetery. A large
limb also fell in front of the church, from the
tree between the Church and Chapel
A State Inspection of the boiler and plumbing
passed on March 30.
Joel Norton and I have been working on the
outside light fixtures. 6 have been down for a
long time. They are copper with solder joints.
We are trying our best to get them up as soon
as possible. Also, we lost one lamp between the
church and chapel due to damage from the
recent ice storm.
Answer to last month’s Did You Know about
the heating system:
o Did you know that the Chapel Feeds the
Church for heat and that there is a pipe
that leads to the Parish Hall? Good
planning on the part of past members.
o Parish Hall heat is a dual fuel boiler.
With a flick of a switch, we can burn
natural gas or #2 home heating oil. Our
tanks hold 550 gallons of oil. The dual
fuel system gives us choices to save
money on heating costs. If one fuel goes
up and the other is less, we can switch.
Next month’s Did You Know will be about the
Christus Rex.
David Miller
Junior Warden

4/07 Jimmira Trinidad
4/07 Tyler Van Sant
4/08 Liam Dyer
4/09 Laurie Bailey
4/11 Esther Weeks
4/14 Lil Man Torres
4/15 Suzanne Schultz-Maloney
4/21 Carlos DeJesus
4/24 Larry Owen
4/26 Xavier Lewis
4/30 Ayana Torres

04/10 Bill Pankonien and Peggy Fittabile
04/11 David and Eileen Miller
04/25 Joe and Judy Kimber

We pray for those who serve in our
military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John
Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant,
USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy
The fourth Sunday of every
month is Pie Sunday during
Fellowship Hour after the
10:30 Service. We have a
few trusty bakers who bring
a pie almost every month,
but we would love to have
more participation. It does
not to be home baked-store bought is fine. As our
attendance increases, so does our need for items for
Fellowship Hour. Please contact Laurie Bailey or Eileen
Miller with questions about any of our weekly themes.

Our community lost a
valued member, Howard
Maue, on March 11. The
funeral and luncheon were
held at St. John’s on March 18. Howard is the
father of Craig Maue. Our prayers are with his
family. May he Rest in Peace and Rise in
Glory.
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1
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting
1-7 PM Baby Shower

5-6 PM Yoga
6 PM Parish Hall
closed for floor
refinishing

9-3 AM IAC
9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 pm Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day
Prayer
7 PM Tenebrae Service
at St. Luke's,
Woodstown
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

12 Noon Service in Chapel
12-3 Salem Ministerium
at Haven UMC
5:45 Cross Walk
7 PM Service in Church

Holy Saturday
6 PM Meet in Chapel

21

22

28

29

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II (begin in
Parish Hall
Fellowship Hour
Vestry

5-6 PM Yoga

16

Deadline for Easter Flower Orders

7 PM Maundy
Thursday Service in
Church

17

18

19

20

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day
Prayer

5-6 PM Yoga

23

24

25

26

27

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day
Prayer

5-6 PM Yoga

30
8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour

8
12-2 PM Parish Hall
Reserved DAR Tea
Following tea, set up
PH for Palm Sunday
Blessing of the Palms

Lenten Study
6 PM Dinner &
Study

6:30 am Sunrise ServiceNO 8 AM SERVICE
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10 am Special Music
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Easter Egg Hunt

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour

7

8 PM AA

8 PM AA

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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Thank you for your participation in St. John’s tradition of Easter Flower Memorials.

In thanksgiving for __________________________________________________

OR

In memory of _______________________________________________________

Phone #: ______________________ Amount donated and attached: __________

Your Name:________________________________________________________

Deadline April 9, 2017

Please write “Easter Flower Fund” on the memo line of your check.

Please make you check payable to St. John’s Episcopal Church.

Easter Flower Fund Request
To make a memorial donation for Easter flowers this year, please complete the form
below. Place your completed form and donation in the Offering plate on Sunday.
OR
mail it to:
St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079

Note:
These rolls are meant to made along with the story of Christ’s
body being wrapped in the white clothing, the butter represents
the oils they anointed him with as well as the cinnamon sugar
for the spices and herbs, then he is placed in the tomb, and
finally resurrected on the third day. When you tell the story
make sure you get to the part where he is not found in the
tomb and open up your rolls at the same time. Kids and adults
love it!

Heat the oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 9x13" baking dish.
Mix the sugar and cinnamon in a bowl.
Press the dough out into a circle. Roll a marshmallow in the
butter and then the cinnamon sugar and place on the dough.
Pinch the circle closed around the marshmallow and roll the
dough in the butter and cinnamon sugar. Place in the baking
dish. Repeat until you've used all the dough.
Let rest 15 minutes and then bake for 15 minutes or until
golden. Serve immediately.

Instructions

12 Rhodes Rolls, or Homemade Dough, or Crescent roll dough
12 Marshmallows
¼ Cup Sugar
1 Tablespoon Cinnamon
¼ Cup Butter, melted

Ingredients

From www.ohsweetbasil.com

Empty Tomb Rolls

From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by FEBRUARY 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
FACEBOOK

Rector:
Deacon:

Vacancy
The Rev’d Sally Maurer

856-769-1409 (h)

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Eileen Miller

856-935-5398
cell: 609-202-7197
856-358-9610
856-935-1798
cell: 908-472-7597
609-202-7220

Vestry Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey Bill Mecum Bill Pankonien
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller Ron Wohlrab
Class of 2017 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff

cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
ecmiller114@gmail.com
Clerk: MaryAnne Clisham

Schedule of Services

Every Sunday
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church followed
by Fellowship Hour
Every Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel
Holy Week (April 9-16)
See schedule on Page 2

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

