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From the Deacon’s Bench
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, when I was thirsty you gave me something
to eat, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in prison and you visited me, …truly I tell you what you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:35 and 40
Our country is in a very aggravated state. I’m sure that, just as I have an opinion, each one of you has an opinion about
our new President, the state of affairs our government is in and what all of this means. It is very confusing because you
can read facts and figures supporting every move and supporting every protest against every move. How do we respond
as the body of Christ?
For some, challenging and protesting actions is what we are called to do and be. I applaud the tireless work of the many
immigration attorneys at all of the airports this weekend forcing the sorting out of the new rules, fighting against wrong
choices made based on the Executive Order put in place while legal, vetted, returning green card holders were in the air.
I applaud the members of Congress, bipartisan I might add, who have stood up and challenged the President’s actions. It
is somewhat comforting in a very uncomfortable time.
I believe what will center each and every one of us is to review our Baptismal Covenant – what does it mean to promise
to follow Jesus:
In the examination, candidates are asked:
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? I renounce them
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? I renounce them
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? I renounce them
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? I do
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? I do
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? I do
Then, we collectively recite the Baptismal Covenant which is largely the Apostle’s creed followed by
Will you continue in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help
Continued on page 2

Will you STRIVE FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE AMONG ALL
PEOPLE, AND RESPECT THE DIGNITY OF EVERY HUMAN
BEING? I will with God’s help

Our
Annual
Parish
Meeting was held on
Sunday,
January
15,
2017, following the 10:30
Service. The budget was
presented,
committee
reports were received and a
new class of vestry
members were seated. Ron Magill remains as Senior Warden
and David Miller as Junior Warden. Sue Harker and Ann Neff
were reelected for a 3 year term and Gwen Norton was also
elected to a 3 year term. Thanks go to Trudy O’Hare for her
years of service on the vestry. We also elected Dioscean
Convention delegates. They are Bill Clisham, Chair; Ann Neff &
George Neff. Alternate is Jean Miller.

I don’t know about you but I have a lump in my throat
reciting those words again. Never have they been so
real to me. Recently one of our parishioners forwarded
me an email from someone else wanting to know if
anyone in Salem County is helping with refugee
resettling. Huh? Here in Salem County? There is so
much need in Salem County and we are very actively
involved in helping those in need right here in our
backyard. That’s great and we can feel good about
living out our baptismal vows in the outreach work that
we do.

Bishop
William
(Chip) Stokes will
celebrate at the 10:30
am Holy Eucharist on
Sunday, February 26, 2017. We encourage all
parishioners to attend and bring family and
friends to this special service. More information
will be published in the bulletin as the event
draws near.

Deacon’s Bench continued
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you
fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? I will with
God’s help
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News
of God in Christ? I will, with God’s help
Will you seek and serve Christ IN ALL PERSONS, LOVING
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF? I will, with God’s help

So, tonight I watched 60 minutes. There was a lot of
coverage about refugee families that have been already
relocated and settled in the US. And there it was – a
whole piece about a church that sponsored first one
family and then several others. A commitment.
Actively taking the stranger in, feeding, clothing, helping
them learn English, helping them resettle in a strange
land. Living their baptismal vow. What would we do
here at St. John’s if we were asked to sponsor a refugee
family? Could we do it? Would we do it? I think we
need to dialogue about how we would answer that. Let
me know your thoughts.
“I have one life and one chance to make it count for
something... My faith demands that I do whatever I can,
wherever I am, whenever I can, for as long as I can with
whatever I have to try to make a difference.”
― Jimmy Carter

Deacon Sally

St. John’s Annual Valentine’s Day
Spaghetti Dinner will be held on
Saturday, February 11 at 6:00 P M in
the Parish Hall. Spaghetti and a
variety of sauces will be served, along
with bread. Attendees are asked to
bring an appetizer to share. Sign up on
the sheet in the Parish Hall or call the church office. For more
information, see Deacon Sally.

St. John’s Salem will once again host a
Shrove Tuesday dinner. Join us as we
host St. Luke’s, Woodstown; St.
George’s, Pennsville; and Our Merciful
Savior, Carney’s Point on Tuesday,
February 28 at 6 PM for our annual Pancake Supper. Please
sign up in the Parish Hall or by calling the church office by
February 21. For more information, please contact Ron Magill
or the church office.

A Statement
Concerning
The President’s
Travel Ban
From
The Reverend Tracie Bartholomew, Bishop
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
New Jersey Synod,
The Right Reverend Mark Beckwith,
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark,
And
The Right Reverend William H. Stokes,
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey
As Christian leaders and Bishops of the Church of God
who live and minister in a state marked by wide religious
and ethnic diversity, we wish to express our clear
opposition to President Donald Trump's Executive Order
issued on Friday, January 27, 2017 titled "Protecting the
Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into The United
States." The President's Order is discriminatory, unjust
and inhumane. As such, it violates what we hold as core
values and commitments of the Christian faith.
The Baptismal Promises of the Episcopal Church call
upon Episcopalians to "seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving our neighbor as our self," and "to strive
for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being" (Book of Common
Prayer, p. 305). The Affirmation of Baptism Liturgy of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church commits ELCA members
to serve all people following the example of Jesus...and
strive for justice and peace in all the earth" ( Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, p. 237). Our sacred scriptures offer
clear guidance about our Christian obligation to aliens
and the dispossessed:
You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the
heart of an alien, for you were aliens in the land of
Egypt (Exodus 23:9). When an alien resides with you in
your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The alien who
resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among
you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were
aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.
(Leviticus 19:33-34). Do not neglect to show hospitality
to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained
angels without knowing it (Hebrews 13:2). In his
Summary of the Law, Jesus enjoins his followers, "You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind...and you shall love
your neighbor as yourself." (Matthew 22:37-40).
The President and his Administration have asserted that
this travel ban is not "a Muslim Ban." Insofar as it is

directed against people from seven countries where the
majority population is Muslim, and whereas it makes
exceptions for "religious minorities," expressing a bias
that favors Christians, it clearly and unfairly targets
people of the Muslim faith. Discrimination in any form is
unacceptable to us.
This travel ban has already resulted in the needless
detaining of persons loyal to the United States and the
separation of families. Many are being prevented from
boarding flights around the world. Refugees, who have
already undergone significant vetting processes by the
United States authorities, have been stranded. Some
have been returned to the countries from which they
were seeking asylum.
The President's Executive Order adds to the trauma of
people who have experienced profound and
underserved suffering. Refugees and asylum-seekers
have fled their countries in the face of horrific war and
ugly persecution. That the United States of America
would violate its core values and turn its back on such
persons is shameful.
The President's Executive Order was signed on
Holocaust Remembrance Day. The sad irony of this is
not lost on us as we remember that many Jews were
turned away from this country. Some were returned to
their countries of origin to face the horrors of Nazi
persecution. Mr. Trump's Executive Order threatens to
return persons who have supported the United States to
countries where they face continued danger and
persecution as a result of this support.
President's Trump's Executive Order is serving to further
divide people in this country and around the world on
religious grounds. Far from promoting safety, it further
jeopardizes safety and the cause of peace.
For all these reasons, we strongly urge the President to
reconsider and rescind his ill-considered, discriminatory,
inhuman and unjust Executive Order of January 27,
2017. We urge Members of Congress to oppose this and
all similar discriminatory policies.
The Reverend Tracie Bartholomew
Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
New Jersey Synod
The Right Reverend Mark Beckwith
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark
The Right Reverend William H. Stokes
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey

Interested Singers & Ringers
With the Advent/Christmas/Epiphany
season just behind us, and the
Lent/Easter/ Pentecost cycle in the near future, now
would be the perfect time to become involved in one of
St. John’s music ministry ensembles. (Ash Wednesday
is March 1!) If you are interested in joining St. John’s
Choir or Handbell Ringers, or if you know a prospective
singer or ringer, please contact Bill Clisham at your
earliest convenience. We have several open bell ringer
positions. And there is always room for more singers in
the St. John’s Choir. We are especially in short supply of
volunteer singers … high school age or older. Auditions
are not required for either ensemble, but a “getacquainted meeting” is necessary for placement and
planning purposes. See the back of the service bulletin
for contact information, or come to the organ console
and introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

Special ‘Designated’ Music Funds
There are two non-budget music funds to which
friends and supporters of the Music Ministry at St.
John’s can contribute. These funds carry over and
accumulate from year to year, and so you may be
assured that your donation will be used for its intended
purpose and not be transferred to the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music
Fund.
This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians not
covered by the current music budget. This fund was
well-used during 2016, and, with a Lenten Evensong,
Holy Week and Easter on the horizon, replenishment is
needed. The largest need right now is for money to pay
for guest singers and a brass quintet for Easter Sunday
(April 16). We need funds far in advance because we do
not wish to contract players if the money is not in hand.
The cost is $90 per singer and $200 per instrumentalist.
If you cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a player,
do not be concerned. Every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement
Fund. There are envelops in your box of pledge
envelops specifically for this fund (but donations need
not be confined to those envelops). This fund is
intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and

enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the finest
organ in Salem County. In the past this fund has paid
for rebuilding the 1937 blower motor, replacing fried
computer circuit boards in the organ console, and
replacing a long-defective pedal off-set reservoir that
had served us since 1937, but was no longer repairable.
In the future, we will need to re-voice the mixture pipes
in the Positiv division (the exposed pipe-work); and we
can envision some digital enhancements to the tonal
palette of the organ.
When making a donation to either of these designated
funds, please be sure your check (or envelop) is clearly
marked for that specific fund so that it will be deposited
and used correctly as intended.

Wednesday Prayer Service
We continue to offer an opportunity for a brief midweek Noon Service of Prayer led by
Lay Readers. This service, held in
the Chapel, is quiet and brief,
usually no longer than 20 – 30
minutes. If you are in the area at
the noon hour, please know that
you are invited to this brief time of
prayer, spiritual renewal, and
reflection.

Coming Events
Sunday, March 19
3 PM
The Delaware Women’s Chorus
First Presbyterian Church, Salem
Sunday April 23
3 PM
Philadelphia Young Performers Orch.
Salem Community College
Sunday, May 7
3 PM
Dueling Organs
Pittsgrove Presbyterian Church

2017 Altar Flower Dedications
It’s time to sign-up for Altar Flower dates that have a special
significance to you and your family. The following dates
are still available.
February 5, 26 May 21
June 4
July 2, 16
September 3, 24 October 15
December 3
Please contact DeeAnn Harris
at 856-935-3214 OR
dannmh@verizon.net to lockin your date and provide your
dedication. Thank YOU!

2/5
2/8
2/8
2/8
2/12
2/13
2/17
2/19
2/20
2/22
2/22
2/24
2/26

Casie Kates
Richard Frieze
Curt Harker
Aiden Willis
Betty Wismer
Jonathan Buck
Daphne Miller
Jennifer Robinson
George Neff
Kathy Paras
Emma Bailey
Joe Buck
Jim Davis

We pray for those who serve
in our military, especially:
Major Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
PFC Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF;
2nd Lt. Marlene Flescher, USAF Academy

2/01 Bill and Mary Anne Clisham

We are looking for people
willing to be acolytes to assist
at the altar during the Holy
Eucharist. Youth ages 8 or
older and adults can serve as
acolytes. Training is required
and provided. David Miller is
Acolyte Master and will be
available after the service on Sunday, February 5 for
questions. We are looking to increase our number of
servers before the Bishop’s visit so we have a full altar
party to assist that day, as well as for the services during
Lent and Easter.

I am looking for submissions of your
favorite recipes. There are 2 at the
end of this newsletter provided by
Don Layton. They are formatted so
that you can print the page, cut it in half, punch
holes and add it to your St. John’s Cookbook.

Activity Page

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

9am-3pm CIACC/YSC
12 PM Noon Day
Prayer
7 pm NA

5-6 PM Yoga

5

6

7

8

9

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9-3 AM IAC
9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day
Prayer
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

12

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

All Day
Parish Hall
Reserved
Deacon Sally

Valentine's Day
Spaghetti Dinner
6 PM
Parish Hall reserved
all day

13

14

15

16

17

18

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Vestry

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

10 am-4 pm
Parih Hall
Reserved
DeeAnn Harris

10 am-4 pm
Parih Hall
Reserved
DeeAnn Harris

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

12 PM Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

26

27

28

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Bishop Chip Stokes
Presiding
Fellowship Hour
Bishop's Reception

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
6 PM Shrove
Tuesday Pancake
Supper
7 PM NA

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County

See Forerunner
for service
details
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Donald Layton

1. Chop the red potatoes into 1" cubes, or smaller, and boil in a
pot of salted water til tender and easily pierced with a fork. (I
recommend adding 1-2 Tbsp. of vinegar to boiling water to
prevent potatoes from overcooking)
2. Remove potatoes from pot, once tender, and rinse under cold
water to cool.
3. Add mayo, sour cream & vinegar to a large bowl and mix to
combine.
4. Add crumbled bacon, blue cheese and onions and combine
further.
5. Add potatoes and toss to coat evenly. Add alt & pepper to
taste.
6. Can serve immediately, but flavors will meld better if left in
fridge overnight.

Instructions:

Ingredients:
3 lbs red potatoes
3/4 cup mayonaise
1/3 cup sour cream
7 strips bacon, cooked & crumbled
4 oz crumbled blue cheese
4 stalks green onions, chopped
1 tsp. vinegar, plus more for boiling water
Salt & Pepper

Blue Cheese Potato Salad with Bacon

Ingredient Note: Steel-cut oats, sometimes labeled "Irish
oatmeal," look like small pebbles. They are toasted oat groats
—the oat kernel that has been removed from the husk that
have been cut in 2 or 3 pieces. Do not substitute regular
rolled oats, which have a shorter cooking time, in the slowcooker oatmeal recipe.
Donald Layton

1.
Combine water, oats, dried cranberries, dried apricots
and salt in a 5- or 6-quart slow cooker. Turn heat to low.
Put the lid on and cook until the oats are tender and the
porridge is creamy, 7 to 8 hours. Stovetop Variation Halve
the above recipe to accommodate the size of most double
boilers: Combine 4 cups water, 1 cup steel-cut oats, 3
tablespoons dried cranberries, 3 tablespoons dried apricots
and 1/8 teaspoon salt in the top of a double boiler. Cover
and cook over boiling water for about 1 1/2 hours, checking
the water level in the bottom of the double boiler from time
to time.

Instructions:

Ingredients
8 cups water
2 cups steel-cut oats, (see Ingredient note)
1/3 cup dried cranberries
1/3 cup dried apricots, chopped
1/4 teaspoon salt, or to taste

Overnight Oatmeal

From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Salem)
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by FEBRUARY 25
Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you think
would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: We are always looking for family news, articles, stories, poems, recipes, and other
items of interest. Email them to me or leave them in the office.
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Vestry Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey Bill Mecum Bill Pankonien Clerk: MaryAnne Clisham
Class of 2019 David Miller Jean Miller Ron Wohlrab
Class of 2017 Sue Harker Gwen Norton Ann Neff

Schedule of Services
Sundays
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church
followed by Fellowship Hour

Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

