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From the Deacon’s Bench
Perhaps it is because I am getting older or perhaps it is because I am a grandmother but I find myself more
and more fascinated by watching young children and their inquiring minds. When I was a busy mother I guess
I didn’t pay as close attention to the process by which my children learned. Maybe I was too busy making sure
that they got to where they needed to get to or attended what they needed to attend. Or maybe it is because I
have the luxury now of just sitting back and watching but I find myself amazed at how their young minds work.
This past month, St John’s hosted our annual vacation bible school for our own and for our community. Oh, it was a raucous, often
crazy week, but some amazing things happened! For the past two years we have picked a ‘theme’ that allowed us to have a notable
bible character ‘come to life’ and teach the children about his story. Last year, Father Steve played the part of Paul and this year, my
son Robbie, played the part of Joseph (of the old testament). All of the children rotated through the marketplace, sports, this year
brickmaking and over to the chapel to meet ‘the character’. This year, I had the chance to observe each group as they came to visit
‘Joseph’.
First, it was amazing how fast they adapted right into the story line. Some of the childen already knew my son, just like they knew
Father Steve, but that didn’t matter, they just jumped right into the story and became interactive with ‘Joseph’, answering his questions
and acting out whatever he asked.
Sometimes they stood on their heads, sometimes they hogged the cushions, always they had ants in their pants. I wondered what they
were actually learning. The second night ‘Joseph’ could not be there because he had a class at Salem Community College, so I had to
‘step in’ and read them a letter. They asked me questions just as if he wrote that letter, wanting to know where he was and would he be
back. The next night when he returned they were ecstatic – particularly when they saw he truly had shaved his head like an Egyptian.
Several times children shared deep deep stories – ones that would make you cry to hear – how trusting and how quickly they relaxed in
the environment.
If I had worried that they were learning nothing, my worries were for nothing. At the closing of the program I had asked each group to
act out a part of Joseph’s story. They not only were able to act out their ‘scene’, they did so with poise and talent! I was very humbled
to see how creative and adaptive they could be.
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Last Sunday we packed 40 backpacks for the 8 graders of Salem Middle School. By the time you read this, I will have delivered them
to Dr. DeVilme who is grateful to receive them. School starts in a few days and young minds will return to the class rooms to learn and
grow in new ways. Teachers are already at work preparing for a full school year, strategizing new ways to present traditional topics in
enticing ways.
As many of you have noticed, we have more children in church these days – young minds, open and receptive to being shaped and
formed to know and love Christ. I love when I look out into the congregation, both 8 and 10:30, and see our young children moving
around the congregation, sitting with other families, totally comfortable and trusting. Small ones are ‘passed around’, young children
are included in many ways in the service. These children are our church tomorrow. What an opportunity we have to support these
young ones in their life in Christ.
“Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children: Give us calm strength and patient wisdom as
we bring them up, that we may teach them to love whatever is just and true and good, following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen”
“O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges and universities, especially the public school system here in the City of Salem, that they may
be lively centers for sound learning, new discovery and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and those who learn may
find you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen”

Deacon Sally

VOLUNTEER CHOIR SINGERS INVITATION

START-UP THE NEW
SEASON!

ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
(High School – Adults)
Our first gathering will be a one-day Retreat … a
combination “fellowship” (including food and drink),
rehearsal of music for the early fall, and an overview of
some larger endeavors to transpire during the year.
That “Retreat” will take place on Saturday, September
17, at the church. It will begin at 9:30 AM and continuing
until 5:00 PM. Light breakfast and a lunch will be
provided and folders will be awaiting you. Please bring
your own lunch beverage and a small dessert to share.
The choir’s first Choral Eucharist of the 20152016 season will be Sunday, September 18 … warm-up
rehearsal at 9:00 AM, followed by the Liturgy at 10:30.
Our anthem that day will be a new one for us: O for the
Wings of a Dove by Felix Mendelssohn. There will also
be the hymns, a Psalm, and other service music to
rehearse and lead.
The new season will be another challenging and
exciting one. There will be two Evensong Services:
November 6, and March 26, 2017. There will be Lessons
& Carols in place of the Sunday Eucharist on Advent IV,
Sunday, December 18. On Christmas Eve we will sing
another group of great pieces appropriate for the season
prior to the 10:30 Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist. We
will sing special liturgies on Ash Wednesday, Palm
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Saturday
Easter Vigil—which has been a great success in recent
years—and, of course, Easter Sunday (with brass
quintet).
We will also sing Haydn’s Missa Brevis
Joannis de Deo (Little Organ Mass) with strings and
organ as part of the liturgy on Sunday June 11, 2017.
There will be a few challenging and beautiful new
anthems; and, as always, there will be many old
chestnuts.

THE ST. JOHN’S HANDBELL RINGERS
(High School – Adults)
Our fabulous handbell ensemble will resume
regular rehearsals on Wednesday, September 21, 2016,
6:45 – 8:00 PM. This amazing group of people has
dedicated themselves to meet, learn, and rehearse
regularly at a very high level of musicianship. We are
scheduled to perform during the 10:30 AM Sunday
Eucharist several times throughout the year, for
Christmas Eve on December 24, and for the Salem
Yuletide Open-house Tours on Saturday, December 3.

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 76 Market Street, Salem,
NJ (at the corner of Market & Grant) extends a cordial
invitation to volunteer Choir singers who are not
committed to another Church Choir to join us in
September, when our new choir season begins. The
first Choral Eucharist of the new season will be
September 18, 2016. St. John’s parish is accustomed to
excellent classical/traditional choral music, in superior
(not at all mediocre) performances, within the framework of well-crafted worship services, where the integrity
of music with word and sacrament is paramount. Choir
members enjoy musical, spiritual and intellectual
stimulation in a congenial and collegial atmosphere
under experienced, artistic, and good-humored
leadership. St. John‘s Church also is home to the finest
pipe organ in Salem County which is used regularly as a
vehicle for musical prayers at the 10:30 service of Holy
Eucharist. The choir rehearses weekly during the choir
season at 9:00 AM on Sunday mornings, prior to the
10:30 Choral Eucharist. If you are interested, we invite
you to come visit us soon, and be sure to speak with Bill
Clisham, Minister of Music/Organist, after the Organ
Postlude. For additional information, or to inquire, you
may contact Bill Clisham by e-mail wfclish@aol.com, or
you may leave a phone message at the St. John’s
Church office: (856) 935-1798.

VOLUNTEER HANDBELL RINGERS
INVITATION
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 76 Market Street, Salem,
NJ (at the corner of Market & Grant) extends a cordial
invitation to interested volunteer Handbell Ringers with
some ringing experience and music reading ability, who
are not committed to another Church Bell Choir to join us
in September, when our new season begins.
Rehearsals are regularly held on Wednesday evenings
6:45 – 8:00 PM. The first Rehearsal of the new season
will be Wednesday, September 21 in the front of the
main church.
St. John’s Handbell Team plays
periodically for worship and for other special events,
such as the Salem City Holly Tours. For additional
information, or to inquire, you may contact Minister of
Music, Bill Clisham, by e-mail wfclish@aol.com, or you
may leave a phone message at the St. John’s Church
office: (856) 935-1798.

9/2
9/11
9/23
9/25
9/27

Lisa Sparks Berodin
Kasey Laning Runkle
Father Steve Carroll
Jean Miller
Avery Frieze Dunfee

9/13 Louis (Joe) and Carla Buck
9/15 Chuck and Daphne Miller
9/25 Jim and Helen Acton
We pray for those who serve in our
military, especially:
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
Private Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John
Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF;
Marlene Flescher, Cadet, USAF Academy

Sunday,
September
4,
2016, at the 8:00 and
10:30 Services,
we
will
have a Blessing of Back
Packs and School Supplies.
This will be a focus on the significance of new
beginnings, the rhythm of the academic year,
the gift of our freedom to “go to school” and the
importance of being open to learn throughout
our lives.
Everyone who has them should bring these
items to the service to be blessed.

We had another successful VBS at the beginning of
August. We journeyed to Egypt to learn about
Joseph and how he saved his famliy. We made
sarcophagi, tasted foods that Joseph might have
eaten, learned to make heiroglyphics and
participated in many other activities. New this year
was our partnerhip with the Food Bank of South
Jersey. They provided the dinners for our students.
We provided a bag each night that contained milk,
cereal and fruit for their breakfast the next morning.
Thanks to all those who helped with the week:
Laurie Bailey
Sophie Briseño
Peggy Fittabile
Curt Harker
Bonnie Holmstrom
Robbie Larrabee
Deacon Sally Maurer
Dave Miller
Jean Miller
George Neff
Bill Pankonien
The Trinidad Family
Ron Wohlrab

Bella Briseño
Heather Bryne
Julie Frieze
Sue Harker
Rich Holmstrom
Oscar Maurer
Bill Mecum
Eileen Miller
Ann Neff
Trudy O’Hare
Courtney Reese
Diane Wohlrab

Again this year, we are
providing backpacks filled
with school supplies to
Salem Middle School for
eighth graders. Backpacks
were stuffed on Sunday,
August 28 and are ready
to e dlivered. However, we are still accepting
donations towards the cost of the bakpacks.
Each filled backpack costs $25. If you want
to donate any amount, you can put it in the
offering on Sunday or drop it off at the
office. Make sure it is designated for the
backpack project. We filled 40 packs but so
so far, we have received designated donations
for approximately 8 packs. See Deacon Sally
for more information.

Discernment Committee Report
Our Parish Profile is now available on our website and
we are listed on the Diocesan website as receiving
names. You can view the completed Parish Profile at
http://www.stjohnssalemnj.org/docs/Parish_Profile.pdf
If you have any questions about the information or the
process, please do not hesitate to contact Eileen Miller
(ecmiller114@gmail.com or 609-202-7220).

Jr. Warden Report
Thanks to the generosity of a local company,
we now have a new coffeemaker that makes
coffee much quicker.
David Miller

NEWS
FROM THE
PEWS

FROM THE TREASURER
Just a friendly end-ofAugust note from your
Parish Treasurer.
End-of-July reports indicate
that we are on track or
below expense estimates on
our 2016 budget.
However, August utility expenses have come in
very high, AND our 2016 offering accounts are
way under the amounts budgeted (which were
NOT increased over the 2015 budget).
We do not ask you to pledge your offering at St.
John’s; since our congregational giving has
been most generous. This year, unrestricted
pledge amounts (not for items such as food
bank or back packs or altar flowers) are about
10% less than we have budgeted.
So,
remember to continue and perhaps make up
your usual Sunday pledge offering as we head
into the last quarter of the year.
Ann Neff

Emma Bailey participated in a junior lifeguard
camp for a week in August, Not only did she
learn life skills but got to play at the waterpark
all week!
Jean Miller is ready to embark on her new
adventure. She starts her freshman year at
Rowan College of Gloucester County on
Tuesday, September 6
We had a nice farewell luncheon for Virginia
Sisco as she prepared to move to Indiana with
her daughter. If you would like to write her, her
new address is
8337 E. R 300S
Frankfort, IN 4604

A Prayer for our Students
Father, I pray that You help our
children to grasp hold of what they
need to know and learn. I ask You
to give them the aptitude for
understanding and wisdom. Thank You that
they have the mind of Christ and that their
memory is blessed. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
(Daniel 1:17, 20 AMP; 1 Corinthians 2:16 KJV;
Proverbs 10:7 KJV)
From http://todaysfrugalmom.com/10-backto-school-prayers/
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5-6 PM Yoga
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8 am Rite I Chapel
10:30 am Rite II
Birthday Sunday
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IAC 9 am-1 pm
Quilters 9 am
NA 7 PM

9 am-3 pm
CIACC/YSC
Noon HE & Healing
in Chapel with
Mother P
8 PM AA

Office Closed

8
5-6 PM Yoga
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8 am Rite I Chapel
10:30 am Rite II
with Holy Baptism
Sandwich Sunday
Vestry Meeting
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Quilters 9 AM
NA 7 PM

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 AM Choir
Resumes
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
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Noon Noon Day
Prayer
8 PM AA
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 AM Choir
Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Pie Sunday
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Quilters 9 AM
NA 7 PM

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements. St. John’s is also on FACEBOOK
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by the 25th of the
month. Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you
think would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: Do you have a favorite place you like to visit? As a day trip or an overnight getaway?
Somewhere your kids like to go? Send me an email with some basic details for an article I am writing.
Do you like to cook or bake? Do you bring a special dish anytime we have a potluck dinner? I am also
looking for recipes to post in the future issues of the Forerunner, so please share new ideas and family
favorites.
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Vestry Class of 2017 Sue Harker
Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey
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Ann Neff
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Schedule of Services
Sundays
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church
followed by Fellowship Hour

Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel (First
Wednesday-HE & Healing Service with Mother P)
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76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

