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From the Deacon’s Bench
What’s this world coming to?
You and I have probably said this many times in light of some current events. I know that the current
political situation is very distressing to me. Although I avoid political discussion like the plague, what is
going on locally, as well as on the state and national level almost forces you have a conversation. As
always, not only are there political sides, even among Christians issues are hotly debated and almost
always someone claims they are morally right and their version is the only true Christian version.
I have had many conversations over the years with the younger generation about religion and Church. Most of my children’s
generation have rejected denominational affiliation and membership. If (and that is a big if) they claim to be Christians, they believe
they can be spiritual and worship God without the corporate worship structure we are so fond of. Large church edifices are being kept
up, barely, with hardly a congregation. Sunday mornings are now crowded with many other things to do.
Our Presiding Bishop told the story of being with other bishops in a strange city sort of cloistered off in a Cathedral setting. They found
themselves with time on their hands and went in search of a Starbucks or a coffee shop. They stopped a young man and asked him
where to go. He was kind enough to lead them to the nearby Starbucks. One bishop made a joke about a gaggle of bishops not
knowing how to get to a coffee shop. The joke was lost on the young man because he didn’t have any idea that the guys in purple
shirts with a large pectoral cross hanging down their chests were anything special. Along the way they passed soccer fields full of
people and the coffee shop was a happening place. This is the competition – life, 24/7, activities both fun and productive, work
schedules that people must keep that include Sundays. When my children were young, I could tell the coach, my sons cannot
participate in anything before 1pm on Sunday and it worked. Now that excuse is meaningless – if you want your kids part of the team,
they must at the very least come to church dressed for soccer and scoot out when its time.
So, how do Christians, who believe that corporate worship and congregational life are part of what we are commanded to do, continue
to practice their faith visibly and unashamedly to the world. How do we stand up to the new religious (read that Christian) intolerance?
How do we manage our fears that it is all ‘falling apart’ in front of our eyes.
First of all, do not be afraid. Although being a Christian could be risky business in some parts of the world, the US is still the safest
place to be a Christian. Stick together – one of the biggest challenges to Christendom is the human failing of believing that you are
right and the other person is wrong. We MUST learn to lovingly accept each other, despite our differences. NO ONE is 100% right in
the debate. Christians MUST find ways to live with our differences. Lastly, stick up for what you know is right. Who says that we aren’t
entitled to express our opinion, respectfully. I’ll give you an example. People are constantly challenging the use of God in anything
related to the government. Know your history. Don’t espouse an argument without knowing all the facts. I just learned that the phrase
“under God” wasn’t inserted into the Pledge of Allegiance until 1954. Since I have said it that way all my life, I never questioned it.
Read the whole history of the Pledge of Allegiance, developed by a Baptist Minister and promoted by people of religious persuasion as
a unifying effort designed to TEACH IMMIGRANTS about how the United States works. The current controversy about whether to say
the pledge, or not, in Public Schools and whether to eliminate ‘Under God’ or not nationally IS NOT A NEW DEBATE. The pledge has
stood the test of time and there will always be those who challenge it. Stand firm, it is what makes us Christians.
Above all remember that it is easy to love and care for our neighbors and family. But we are commanded to love our enemies. This is
not an option. This is what it means to follow Jesus and be like Him. This does not mean that we should not be wise and careful and
discerning. This means that every day we need to pray for those individuals who have decided we are the enemy, who plot and plan
how to hurt or injure Christians. Ask God to change their hearts towards us; ask God to change our hearts towards them. Amen

Deacon Sally

Words From The Senior Warden
Each of us, as a normal part of our lives, have
specific things that trigger emotions or memories
when we hear a song or hymn, or see a painting,
even reading a passage in a book or magazine.
Some memories are vivid and strong while others
we have to search our brains to remind ourselves
of what we are reminded.
One hymn that is strong to many people is
“Amazing Grace’. In fact, it is considered America’s
favorite hymn and can be a reminder of who we are
as sinners and of God’s redeeming love for each of
us. For others it is even broader and is a reminder
of when the inner light-bulb came on and we
realized how much we need Christ in our lives to
provide that saving grace that only He can give us
because of his death on the cross.
When the hymn reads “that saved a wretch like
me,” some think it is a bit strong, that is causes us
to think to little of ourselves. But does it? and what
caused the author to perhaps consider himself a
“wretch” when he wrote it?
Well, maybe the author DID consider himself a
wretch, a moral pariah. In 1750, John Newton was
a new believer and was tasked with commanding
an English slave ship. These ships transported
captured people, ripped from their normal lives and
transported across the Atlantic; ships with as many
as 600 “units” chained below deck, laid side by side
to save space in conditions that often saw mortality
rates at 20% or higher. When they reached the
New World, these blacks were traded for sugar and
molasses to manufacture rum to carry back to
England before the cycle started over again.
Initially John Newton started at sea at age eleven.
He was forced to enlist on a British man-of-war
seven years later but deserted and was recaptured.
In disgrace, he was exchanged to the crew of a
slave ship bound for Africa, and the cycle began.
It was a book he found on board-- Thomas a’
Kempis’ Imitation of Christ-- -which sowed the
seeds of Newton’s conversion. When his ship
nearly foundered in a storm, he gave his life to
Christ. He later was promoted to captain of a slave
ship but the dark cloud of his task caused him to
leave the sea for good.
While working as a tide surveyor, Newton studied
for the ministry and for the last 43 years of his life
preached the gospel. At age 82, John Newton said,

“My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two
things, that I am a great sinner, and that Christ is a
great Savior.” His tombstone reads, “John Newton,
Clerk, once an infidel and libertine, a servant of
slaves in Africa, was, by the rich mercy of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, preserved, restored,
pardoned, and appointed to preach the faith he had
long labored to destroy”.
Perhaps Newton’s larger legacy is the one hymn of
hundreds he wrote, “Amazing Grace”. Without this
Amazing Grace of God, there would be no hope for
any of us. For despite good works and a good life,
we are all sinners and all need the grace that only
Christ can give to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Do you know how close to home this all is? Do you
know that in the small village of Alloway, there was
a ship building company in the nineteenth century,
“Reeve’s Brothers” who built ships large enough to
sail the Atlantic? These ships were floated out on a
high tide, accelerated when the gates of the dam
on Alloway Lake were opened at the appropriate
time. From this humble village in Salem County
came the slave ship, the Ponds. A ship that fit the
bill of all the negativity and horror of transporting
human life against ones will.
That guilt lies close to all of us. For we all are
without salvation without Christ, but He saved a
wretch like me, like us all... and thanks to the
beautiful, saving grace of God, we can enter into
his kingdom.
Ron Magill
Sr. Warden

Discernment Committee Report
The Discernment Committee has met to discuss the
results of the Congregational Conversations and to
complete the online forms for the Diocese. Once the
information is compiled and okayed by the Vestry,
the forms will be submitted to Canon Cecilia, who
will then post them for prospective candidates to
view and apply. If you have any questions about the
information or the process, please do not hesitate to
contact Eileen Miller (ecmiller114@gmail.com or
609-202-7220).

CHOIR &
HIATUS:

HANDBELL

The St. John’s Choir and the
St. John’s Ringers will take
a summer break from
rehearsals and service commitments during July
and August. All groups have had a very successful
year, though in very different ways. And all groups
will resume their respective ministries of music in
September ... specific dates and times to be
determined and announced later. All Singers &
Ringers should be alert for communications
concerning September start up dates, first
rehearsals, and other gatherings later in the
Summer.
OPENINGS: Any person interested in participating
in our choir or handbells, or supporting our Ministry
of Music through financial contributions, publicity, or
music library computer data entry should contact
Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. There is
a place for you. There are no “audition”
requirements for volunteers. And we give free tuneups.
THE CHOIR has led liturgies throughout the
season in an exemplary fashion, including
numerous “special” events, the most recent being
the performance of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s
Missa Brevis in D Minor, as part of the Eucharistic
liturgy on Sunday, June 5, with strings and guest
organist Joanne Owen. The choir did a magnificent
job, living up to Father Steve’s previous claim that
St. John’s has “the finest choir in two counties.”

During the 2015-2016 season the following persons
have contributed their time and talents to make the
choir the vibrant and effective liturgical and musical
leadership ensemble that we have come to know
and love.
Gail Boyd
Jeannie Miller
Eileen Miller
Ann Neff
Gwen Norton *
Jim Acton
Kelly Freno*
Nate Gable *
John Lapetina**
Brittany Griffith**
Less Andres**

Mary Anne Clisham
DeeAnn Harris
Cassandra Moore **
Virginia Sisco
Helen Acton
Glen Clisham
Don Layton *
George Neff
Jerry Pinner **
Quinton Lewis**

(*) indicates paid chorister/section leader
(**) indicates occasional guest chorister
THE ST. JOHN’S RINGERS is a growing and
evolving handbell ensemble that in just a few years
progressed dramatically both in musical facility and
handbell ringing skills. Of the regular ringers in this
ensemble, six had never rung handbells previously;
yet they are ringing “level 3+” music, usually
expected of ensembles with many years of
experience. The members of this ensemble are:
Courteney Reece
Ann Neff
Sally Maurer
Stacy Kobasa
Jeannie Miller
Eileen Miller

Mary Anne Clisham
Glen Clisham
Gwen Norton
Joanne Owen
Nate Gable

In service to Christ and His Church,
Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
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We pray for those who serve in
our military, especially:

Judy Kimber

7/04

Howard “Howie” Maue

7/04

Father Scott Trull

7/07

Patrick Irvine

7/08

Oscar Maurer

7/10

Ron Magill

7/10

Sal DeGrotto

07/11 Brandy Kates
07/15 Sharon Moore
07/23 Dale Harris
07/25 Ray Stiles
07/25 Joe Kimber
07/25 Ron Wohlrab
07/27 Rev. Sally Maurer,Deacon

Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Pvt. Nick DeMascio US Army
Private Justin Francisco, US Army
Lt. Col. Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sgt. David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Lt. Joseph Flescher III, USAF;
Marlene Flescher, Cadet, USAF Academy

Quilter’s Corner
By Gail Boyd
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It’s that time againtime to plan our
VBS
experience.
This time, we are
travelling to Egypt
to learn more about
Joseph and how he
saved his family
after being sold into slavery by his jealous
brothers. A planning meeting will be
announced soon. VBS is scheduled for August
1-5 in the evening-exact time to be announced.
Contact Deacon Sally for more information.

boy in his wheelchair
with his choices.

The quilters also had

a great loss recently. Our 95 year old
quilter, Mary Gaskin, passed away. She
was a faithful member and beloved by all
of us. May she rest in peace.

RECIPES WANTED: On page 8, there are 2 recipes.
They are formatted so that you can print them out,
cut them apart, punch holes in them and add them to
your St. John’s cookbook. I am looking for recipes
from everyone, so please submit your favorite recipes
to me, either by email or by placing them in my mailbox
in the church office.

Summer Fun for
Everyone
Looking for something fun to do with the kids (or alone)
this summer? Here are some day trip ideas.
Fort Delaware/Pea Patch Island/Fort Mott: Access to
the Fort is by ferry only. You can get the Forts Ferry
either at Fort Mott, on the New Jersey side or Delaware
City, on the Delaware side of the river. The ferry takes
you to Pea Patch Island, where you will find the Civil
War era Fort Delaware. A Learn from the residents what
life was like during the summer of 1864. There are also
hiking trails on Pea Patch Island-see one of the largest
wading bird nesting areas on the East Coast as you
enjoy the beauty of the area. You can take a picnic to
enjoy while you are there.
For more information:
http://decitysalemferry.com/Home.aspx
PSEG Alloway Creek Watershed Wetland
Restoration Site: On Money Island Road in Elsinboro
Township, this nature preserve is part of the PSEG
Estuary Enhancement site. 2 nature trails take you to
viewing platforms where you can observe many different
types of birds and possibly other wildlife.
For more information:
http://www.njwildlifetrails.org/SkylandsTrails/Sites/tabid/4
45/Scope/site/Guide/DELBAYSH/Site/80/Default.aspx
Wilmington & Western Railroad: The WWRR is
th
celebrating its 50 anniversary as a tourist RR this year
with many special events. You can rent a caboose for s
special occasion, ride the Fireworks Express to
Hockessin on July 4, visit Santa during Christmas in July
or ride the regularly scheduled trains to Mt. Cuba.
For more information: www.wwrr.com
Brandywine Zoo: Located in the Brandywine Park in
Wilmington, this zoo is 12 acres, with a variety of
animals on display and many special events that take
place throughout the year.
For more information: http://www.brandywinezoo.org/
Delaware Children’s Museum: If you are in Delaware,
this is the place to go for hands-on fun. Located along
the Wilmington Riverfront, DCM encourages playful
learning for children. A unique feature of DCM is the
Stratosphere, where kids can climb high!
For more information:
http://www.delawarechildrensmuseum.org/

Riverwalk Mini Golf: On the river side of the DCM is
Riverwalk Mini Golf. This is an 18 hole mini golf course
overlooking the Christiana River.
For more information:
https://riverfrontwilm.com/directory/riverwalk-mini-golf/
Stratosphere Trampoline Park: A new trend in
children’s activities is the trampoline park. Children jump
to their heart’s content in a room of trampolines. There
are other activities such as the mechanical bull, climbing
wall and arcade. This is located near the Delaware
Children’s Museum so you could make a day of it.
For more information:
http://www.wilmingtontrampolinepark.com/
High Elevations Trampoline Park: If you prefer to stay
on this side of the river, visit
http://highelevationstrampolinepark.com/ for information
on the facility in Sewell, NJ.
Diggerland: The only construction themed amusement
park is in West Berlin, NJ. Located adjacent to Saraha
Sam’s Oasis, Indoor/Outdoor Water Park, Diggerland
gives kids of all ages the chance to operate real
construction equipment. And Sahara Sam’s provides a
place to cool off.
For more information:
https://www.diggerlandusa.com/
https://www.saharasams.com/
Jersey Shore Children’s Museum: Located inside the
Hamilton Mall in Mays Landing, this is a great rainy/hot
day activity, especially if you are near the Atlantic
City/shore area. JSCM is filled with hands-on activities
for children, Because they are in the middle of
relocating, check their website or Facebook page to
make sure they are open.
For more information:
http://jerseyshorechildrensmuseum.org/
Garden State Discovery Museum: On the other side of
South Jersey is this children’s museum. Located in
Cherry Hill, they also have a variety of hands-on exhibits
for children to age 10. GSDM also has many special
events happening.
For more information:
http://www.discoverymuseum.com/
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Combine all ingredients in a large mixing
bowl and then ransfer to a greased 9 x 13
baking dish.
Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees F for 35
to 40 minutes or until the mixture is set and
bubbly.
Let stand for 10 minutes before serving.

Eileen Miller
July 2016

This is a good, low carb, casserole. I have also
cooked it in the crock pot for 8 hours on low.

3.

2.

1.

Directions:

1lb ham, cubed
1 onion, chopped (or 6 green onions, sliced)
6 eggs
1lb cauliflower, separated into small florets
2 cups cheddar cheese (8 ounces) shredded
16ounces cottage cheese, small curd

1 1/2 pounds ground beef
1 pound cauliflower
1 cup cheddar cheese
1/2 teaspoon garlic salt
salt and pepper, to taste

Steam or boil cauliflower until soft. Frozen
fresh is fine, whichever is easiest for you.
While cauliflower is cooking, brown
hamburger. Drain off grease.
Add cauliflower, seasonings and cheese.
Mix until cheese is melted.

Eileen Miller
July 2016

This is a good, low carb, skillet meal.You could
also add in other cooked vegetables, if you
would like.

3.

1.
or
2.

Directions:

k

k

k

k
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Ingredients:

Ingredients:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cheeseburger Cauliflower

Amish Ham Casserole

From The Editor: Do you want to change how you receive the Forerunner? Simply leave a message
with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue
You can also check out St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. The most recent Sunday
Bulletin is on the website, as well as current and past issues of the Forerunner and special
announcements.
And St. John’s is also on FACEBOOK
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by the 25th of the
month. Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you
think would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
Special request: Do you have a favorite place you like to visit? As a day trip or an overnight getaway?
Somewhere your kids like to go? Send me an email with some basic details for an article I am writing
for next month.
Do you like to cook or bake? Do you bring a special dish anytime we have a potluck dinner? I am also
looking for recipes to post in the future issues of the Forerunner, so please share new ideas and family
favorites.
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Schedule of Services

Sundays
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church
followed by Fellowship Hour

Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel (First
Wednesday-HE & Healing Service with Mother P)
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