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From the Deacon’s Bench
Thirty years ago I attended a Cursillo weekend that was pivotal to my Christian walk in many ways. It was there in
this meditative setting that I heard Christ calling me to represent Him to the world, which I answered as becoming a
deacon. It was there that I was also taught a rule of life. Despite being a lifelong Episcopalian, I had not developed a
personal and intimate relationship with Christ. You could say that it was then that I learned to see Christ’s hand in
my life and the world around me.
One of the many little disciplines taught there was to define ‘your moment closest to Christ’ each day. I’m sure you can appreciate
that it can be difficult some days to even find time to reflect on my moment closest to Christ and I don’t always stop and reflect. I
have learned that my moment closest to Christ is not always a happy or joyous reflection because sometimes it is adversity that
brings me closest to Christ.
It occurred to me that I should share with you my moments closest to Christ during this past Holy Week as I found them particularly
profound this year. For me, even though it is a bit like running a marathon, the week between Palm Sunday and Easter are
EVERYTHING to me. Time stops in a lot of ways for me. The only thing that is important to me is making sure that each and every
service is sincerely and reverently followed as I attempt to walk the same walk as Jesus. Let’s rewind to the day before Palm Sunday
– Saturday morning I spent about 2 hours with another parishioner stripping the hands of palms into individual palms for everyone
to receive. Quietly, in the parish hall kitchen, hands working quickly and efficiently, quiet chatter about life. Less than two hours
later, that same parishioner calls me to inform me that Betty Chrustowski passed away and the wheels are set in motion for a
funeral in Holy Week! God give me the strength and the wisdom to be the leader for this effort.
Palm Sunday threats of snow and wind change the long held tradition of processing from the parish hall to starting in the chapel and
processing into the church with the Holy Pretzel – joyous singing, the faithful processing, waving their palms, incense filling the
sanctuary and when the smoke clears – a whole new family and another gentleman visiting us!
After the funeral, I walk into the parish hall and see members of our congregation, young people and men and women all ready to
serve. Whatever concerns anyone might have had about having enough people – our family turned out to help, a beautiful display
of how we care for one another.
Because of the stomach virus that had taken me down, I was still weak by Wednesday night and asked my husband to take me to
Tenebrae at Our Merciful Saviour. It was the first time he had ever attended this service. Hearing him participate in the readings
filled my heart with joy.
On the spur of the moment, knowing that we did not have too many hands at the altar, I asked the congregation to help strip the
altar on Maundy Thursday. When the time came, I looked up and everyone was there to help, again our church family never
hesitates to help!
Good Friday overwhelmed me with ‘moments’. I took communion to all the shut ins. When I got to Southgate for one of our
parishioners, I discovered that her roommate is also a life long Episcopalian – we shared Eucharist and she is now added to our list.
Later in the day, I chose to walk with others from the Salem Area Ministerium through Salem – from Spirit Life Fellowship to the First
Baptist Church, carrying a large wooden cross. A talented guitarist led us in song after song, people were on the streets, waving, and
taking our picture, there was a warmth and solidarity that I have never really experienced before. Then I came back to our church
for the 7pm service. There were 14 of us – the choir, David and me. We were all dressed in our black cassocks only. It was a very
monastic experience.

Saturday morning, a time of preparation, again with many hands taking on much work to prepare a beautiful sanctuary for our
Easter celebration. Stepping back and looking at the Altar, now adorned in white, flowers surrounding, lilies poised above, tulips and
daffodils stationed on either side of the altar, drawing one’s eye to where the celebration of Christ’s gift to us will occur. Always, and
all my adult life, the Easter Vigil has been the high point of Holy Week, sorry to say even more so than Easter Sunday, because of its
historic significance. It was a blessing to have Mother Petrina celebrate and she brought such meaning to the first Eucharist of
Easter.
Finally we come to Easter Sunday. I could say that my moment closest to Christ was the privilege of preaching on Easter, which I will
probably never have again (thank you Father Scott). I could say watching the cross fill up with flowers (which it was). I could say it
was the glorious music that was performed (truly gorgeous). I could add that the new family, with even more members filled my
heart with joy (it did). I could point out that two little girls – dressed so sweetly – brought the offering forth (touching and
beautiful). But when I saw baby Matt being passed around from family to family – intentionally giving everyone ‘baby hugging time’,
that’s when I saw Christ in our congregation.
Dear Family – Christ is calling us to be a family together. We are small but we are mighty. We are two congregations at times yet
that didn’t matter on Easter, we were one. My heart brimmed with love and joy for this congregation. I have no doubt whatsoever
that St John’s is called to be God’s people.

Deacon Sally

A Word From The Warden

questioning and even doubting is a good and
valuable thing.

I recently read about the guilt some
individuals feel because they doubt or question
either their faith or their beliefs. It puzzles me
because I have always felt that our daily lives do
cause us to doubt and question but that it is healthy,
even to question our faith.

Being a part of the church family at St. John's is
for me a rich and valuable part of my life. It
supports my walk with Christ. I hope many of you
feel the same and if not, perhaps it is time for you to
question why.

I received a monthly email newsletter a short
time ago from Paul Somers, a member of the
Greenwich Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers). In this newsletter, Paul printed
the Affirmation he wrote for a group calling
themselves "Quaker Seekers."
If we knew just why the world works the way it
does, we would not be here. We have all come in
this place in our lives searching for meaning in life
and death, looking to each other for companionship
and community, reaching out to each other for
support, trusting each other to be serious and loving.
Only when we recognize the necessity of a
commitment to search for the right queries can we
begin to travel toward leadings. God calls us to
quest and probe, query and wonder, not to be
passive, but to seek.
For me, this Affirmation speaks to the
community of faith, and the need for it. That
community is my church family. It speaks of the
total enveloping environment that I expect and want
from my brothers and sisters in Christ. It also
speaks about knowledge and that searching,

Ron Magill, Senior Warden

CONGREGATIONAL
CONVERSATIONS
The Discernment Committee will hold 2
Congregational Meetings with Canon Cecila
Alvarez-Martin, the Canon for Transitional
Ministry & Clergy Development from the
Diocese of NJ. They will be on Sunday, April
17, following each of the services. They will
last approximately an hour, or as long as
needed. We need everyone’s input on the
direction the Discernment Committee should
take. Refreshments will be served (breakfast
following 8 am, lunch following 10:30 am). If
you have any questions, please contact Eileen
at ecmiller14@gmail.com or 609-202-7220.

We have, without
question, one of the
finest—if not THE
finest—
liturgical
ministries
around.
We are rich in talent:
excellent choir, fine
organ, profound and challenging preaching.
We are rich in liturgy and rich in history. Our
facilities host a multitude of ministries to the
community at large. Good things are
happening at St. John’s. Easter Sunday was
certainly ample evidence of that! Let’s spread
the word. Invite your friends and neighbors to
come and see for themselves.
THANK YOU TO CHOIR & HANDBELL
RINGERS
St. John’s Choir and the Salem Ringers (our
handbell ensemble) did a most commendable
job during Holy Week and especially on Easter
Sunday. If you are among them, you deserve
all the accolades heaped upon you. St. John’s
Choir will continue to rehearse and lead
liturgies, including several very special ones,
through St. John’s Day, which we will celebrate
on June 26. St. John’s Handbell Ringers will
also continue to rehearse and will offer music
for at least one more Sunday morning liturgy
this spring.
CANDLE-LIT EVENSONG
SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2016
On Sunday afternoon, May 1, at 4:00 PM. The
St. John’s Choir, under the direction of Minister
of Music, Bill Clisham, accompanied by guest
organist, Paul Fleckenstein (from Westminster
Presbyterian Church, Wilmington DE) will lead
a choral Evensong. Music will feature the
Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in B-flat (Service
No. 3) by Sir John Stainer. There will also be
Preces & Suffrages set to music by Robert
Lehman, Psalms and Anthems by Edgar Day,
Walter Pelz, and Daniel Gawthrop. There will,

of course, be prayers and hymns for the
congregation. Please mark your calendars for
this very special event.
SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two important non-budget music
funds to which friends and supporters of the
Music Ministry at St. John’s can contribute.
These funds carry over and accumulate from
year to year, so you may be assured that your
donation will be used for its intended purpose
and not be transferred to the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music
Fund. This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians
not covered by the current music budget. The
cost is normally $200 per player. The next
major planned event is coming up soon …June
5, when we hope to have a string trio to
accompany the choir and guest singers in a
special musical liturgy, including the Mozart
Missa Brevis in D Minor, K.65. If you cannot
afford to cover the entire cost of a player, that
is not a cause for concern … every little bit
helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement
Fund. There are actually some envelopes in
your box of pledge envelops specifically for this
fund (but donations need not be confined to
those envelops). This fund is intended to
provide for extraordinary repairs and
enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the
best organ in Salem County. Within this month
we plan to replace the pedal off-set reservoir
that has served us since 1937, but can no
longer be repaired. The next project may be
cleaning (paint, calk & plaster debris),
replacing difficult tuning slides, and regulating
volume of some exposed chest and pipes.
When making a donation to either of these
designated funds, please be sure your check
(or envelop) is clearly marked for that specific
fund so that it will be deposited and used
correctly as intended.

04/07
04/08
04/09
04/11
04/15
04/24

Tyler Van Sant
Liam Dyer
Laurie Bailey
Esther Weeks
Suzanne
Schultz-Maloney
Larry Owen

04/10 Bill Pankonien and
Peggy Fittabile
04/11 David and Eileen Miller
04/25 Joe and Judy Kimber

We pray for those who
serve in our military, especially:
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Nick DeMascio, US Army
Lt. Colonel Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne,
USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Private Justin Francisco, US Army

St. John’s is sad to
announce the passing of
Elizabeth K. [Betty]
Chrustowski on March
18, 2016. Her funeral service and interment
were on March 22, 2016 here at St. John’s
with a luncheon following. Betty was a
long-time member of our Parish. Please
keep her family and friends in your prayers.
May she rest in peace and rise in glory.

Please keep our retired
Bishop, George Councell, in
your prayers. He had
surgery recently to implant
an internal stimulator, similar
to a pacemaker, designed to stimulate
dopamine production in the brain, which is
currently deficient due to the Parkinson's. He
was discharged from the hospital to a rehab
facility and is scheduled to return home on
March 30.

Jeannie
Miller
will
be
graduating from Woodstown
High School this June. WHS
has a special recognition-the
Blue
Envelope
Program.
Friends are asked to write a special card or
letter of congratulations to the graduate. They
will be collected and given to the senior in a
Blue Envelope at the Senior Breakfast. If you
would like to include a card or note to Jeannie
to be included in her Blue Envelope, please
give it to Eileen by May 8, 2016.
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1:30-6 PM
Parish Hall
Reserved
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8 am Rite I Chapel
NO Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Birthday Sunday
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga
6 PM Metro Carpet

9 AM-1 PM IAC
9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

10:00 am CIACC
Noon HE & Healing in
Chapel with Mother P
12:30 pm YSC Meeting
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Sandwich Sunday
Vestry Meeting
3 PM MAC
Rowan Strings

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Congregational
Conversations following
both services

Parish Hall reserved all
day
Salem County Retired
Educators Luncheon
5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga
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8 am Rite I Chapel
9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Pie Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County
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Rowan Strings

A FREE Concert
brought to you by

Music Around the County
April 10, 2016
3PM
First Presbyterian Church
88 Market Street
Salem, NJ
George Atanasiu, Conductor
with
Organist, Larry DePasquale

VisitSalemCountyNJ.com

Sponsored by
Music Around the County/Salem County Arts Alliance
Salem County Cultural & Heritage Commission
Salem County Board of Chosen Freeholders

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also on FACEBOOK
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by the 25th of the
month. Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you
think would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.
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Rector:
Deacon:

Vacancy
The Rev’d Sally Maurer

856-769-1409 (h)
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Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
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Eileen Miller

856-935-5398
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856-358-9610
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cell: 908-472-7597
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Vestry Class of 2017 Sue Harker
Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey
Class of 2019 Sue Harker

Ann Neff
Bill Mecum
Jean Miller

Trudy O’Hare
Bill Pankonien
Ron Wohlrab

cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
ecmiller114@gmail.com

Schedule of Services

Sundays
8 AM—Holy Eucharist Rite 1 in the Chapel
10:30 AM---Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church
followed by Fellowship Hour

Wednesday
Noon---Weekday Prayer in the Chapel (First
Wednesday-HE &
Healing Service)

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
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