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From the Deacon’s Bench
I am hopeful, yes, I am hopeful that we are seeing the end of cold weather and heading towards warmer
weather again. Mind you, it hasn’t been the worst winter for us but I’ll just be glad to get past it
somehow. I love when the buds start on the trees. I love as crocuses and daffodils push up through the
ground. This year Easter comes early – it could still be quite chilly for all our services. Someone even said
‘it could snow’ – I certainly hope not but it would be an interesting state of affairs wouldn’t it?
Our Bishop is encouraging us to know ‘our story’ and to live it boldly. Our new Presiding Bishop says we are part of the
‘Jesus Movement’. What does that mean to you? Can you articulate what it means to be a Christian, of the Episcopalian
persuasion, in this time and space? Our Christian formation work this year will be spent trying to identify what ‘our
story ‘ is – in fact our discernment committee is also identifying ‘our story’ as we search for a new rector.
St John’s has a rich history and a strong presence as a historic church in Salem. We have the good fortune of well-kept
property and well-appointed church furnishings. We have a marvelous choir under the direction of Bill Clisham. We
provide some of the most sincere and authentic music anyone would care to hear without having to travel to a metro
location. Around here it is usually all for one and one for all – so many roll up their sleeves and help where they are
able. We have an active outreach program – impressive to other churches in Salem. We are ‘connected’ with many
agencies because our parish hall is utilized by everyone. These are just a few of the positive attributes of St John’s and
parts of our story – what other parts can you add?
Passion week and Easter offer us an opportunity to tell Jesus’ story to the world. All of the services that are offered are
unique yet part of a whole –they tell the story, chapter by chapter. Palm Sunday we remember how Jesus entered
Jerusalem, people shouting hosanna, a groundswell of welcome yet soon to be overtaken by persecution, trial, scourging
and the slow painful walk to the cross. On Wednesday, we join Our Merciful Savior in Penns Grove in the ancient service
of Tenebrae as we prepare our hearts for the heavy sorrows coming our way. On Thursday, we remember how Jesus
established the Eucharist at the last supper yet then we know, sadness is on its way. Friday is barren desolate grief. We
hear the words again, with deep sadness, of Jesus being crucified and dying –for you and for me. It’s deeply personal; it
is deeply sad; it is humbling. Saturday night, my personal favorite, we start in darkness and we recount all God’s mercies
as we renew our baptismal vows and enter into the resurrection of our hearts. Easter Sunday, it is all about joy – joy in
knowing our Savior died but now is risen from the dead – the happy ending of Jesus’ story but the beginning of our
story. My prayer is that we as the Christian community known as St John’s Salem will come together, worship together,
walk together and be able to tell the story of how Jesus has saved us by His blood. Join me!

Deacon Sally

Words From The Wardens
Senior Warden’s Report
As I settle into my new term as Senior
Warden, it is a new time and a new place from
when I previously served in this position. Perhaps
the most obvious difference is that we currently are
between rectors, following the December retirement
of Father Carroll. It does add a new element to
being Senior Warden and certainly a different level
of responsibilities since I now am the "hit" man.
That is... with no one else within the parish above
me, I get HIT with the various questions and
responsibilities that might otherwise be handled by
the rector. Transparency becomes the rule of the
day.
Perhaps the second most relevant thing that
plays on my mind is the number of attendees at
services on Sunday. I'm sure it will also be on the
minds of those on the rector search committee,
correctly called the Discernment Committee. There
are many Sunday's when the number of people in
the Choir and serving on the altar outnumber those
persons in the pews at the second service. St. John's
is not alone wrestling with this situation. Many
mainstream, denominational churches are feeling a
similar situation. That however does not make it an
easier pill to swallow.
A task at hand becomes how do we move
forward into the future if there may not be anyone
with whom to move? On the surface, it appears that
St. John's is making an effort to meet the needs of
our parish. The early service at 8:00AM on Sunday
uses Rite I and is a shorter service with no music.
The second service at 10:30AM on Sunday uses
Rite II and has organ and choir. Wednesday at
noon is a prayer and healing service that is less
structured. Is this enough? Is this meeting the
need(s) of our current parishioners and doing all it
needs to do to reach others in our community?
Change is difficult; I know I cringe at the thought of
change. However, I guess I realize that we cannot
sit back and wait for a new Rector who will come in
and "fix" everything. It won't happen, and it is
unfair to place such a burden on any one individual
to mend a situation that has been evolving for a
number of years.
I do not have the answers. The Vestry does
not have the answers. However, one small but not
insignificant step forward is to break with the trend

that is easy to fall into, namely getting out of the
habit of attending! There are always good excuses
but what is at the core is that many have just gotten
out of the habit of coming on Sunday morning.
Let's face it, going out to breakfast, watching
"Sunday Morning" on television, sleeping in,
catching up on laundry, taking the kids or grandkids
to sports games... these are just a few justifiable
realities of why pews are empty. Just like AA, the
saying goes, one day at a time is what it takes; one
Sunday at a time to gradually fill the pews. Each of
us doing our part and maybe even reaching out and
inviting a friend or family member to join us. Not a
lifetime commitment, just one day at a time, one
Sunday at a time. Who knows, it may even become
addictive!

Ron Magill, Senior Warden
Junior Warden’s Report
January was a rough month due to extreme
cold weather and heavy snowfall. Prior to the large
snowfall, I contacted our snow removal service.
Their crews were ready; our parking lot, sidewalks
and walkways were cleared and salted by 6:00 am
and even though we did not have service
that Sunday we were ready.
Please keep watch on weather conditions and check
our Facebook page for closing information during
major weather conditions.
We had our first clean up day; the upstairs
storage was cleaned and items sorted out. We found
a box of photos of the 250th anniversary, plus other
finds. One item we found was a tape of the 250th
anniversary. The vestry is looking to get the tape
transferred to a cd or other video means,
We disposed of 300 lbs. of bulk items and old
unusable items. We will continue to clean up the
parish hall. Our next clean up will be after Easter:
keep watch for dates-you are welcome to help.
We are looking to install motion sensor
lights plus ground lighting to light up windows and
exterior of church chapel and parish hall.
Lastly I have contacted Salem Police to have extra
patrols go through parking lot and building checks
we had skate borders using the handicap ramp and
riding on the railings.
If you have any building issues please contact me or
the parish office

David Miller, Junior Warden

We have, without question, one
of the finest—if not THE finest—
liturgical ministries around. We
are rich in talent: excellent choir,
fine organ, profound and
challenging preaching. We are
rich in liturgy and rich in history. Our facilities host
a multitude of ministries to the community at large.
Good things are happening at St. John’s. Let’s
spread the word. Invite your friends and neighbors
to come and see for themselves.

main church for the First Easter Eucharist. There
will be incense at this service.
Easter Sunday: There will be only one
service. A special half-hour prelude of music for
handbells, organ & brass will precede the liturgy.
The hymns and anthems will be accompanied and
assisted by a brass quintet.
There will be
magnificent music throughout this Festival
Eucharist, which will conclude with everyone
singing “Hallelujah” from Handel’s Messiah.
SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS

MUSIC FOR HOLY WEEK & EASTER
Easter is early this year, March 27. This
means that the choir has been working very hard to
prepare music for all the special services
associated with Holy Week and Easter. And it all
begins on Sunday, March 20.
Palm Sunday: The Procession with Palms
will again be led by Bagpiper Thom Moore. The
Choir will sing three wonderful anthems by Victoria,
Bach and Byrd. We will intersperse the reading of
the passion story with hymns. Father Trull will
preside at Holy Eucharist. It will be very moving.
Holy Wednesday: We are invited to attend
a service of Tenebrae (darkness) at the Church of
Our Merciful Savior in Penns Grove at 7:00 PM.
Maundy Thursday: Father
Trull
will
preside, and the choir will sing special music to
celebrate the institution of Holy Communion and
Christ’s mandate to “Love one another.” The
service will end with the stripping of the altar …
always an emotional experience.
Good Friday: Deacon Sally Maurer will
lead the two Good Friday services. At 12:00 noon
in the chapel (spoken) and 7:00 PM with Choir in
the main church. Holy Communion will be, as
always on Good Friday, from the reserved
sacrament.
Holy Saturday: The Easter Vigil will begin
in the Chapel at 6:00 PM with the lighting of the
Paschal Candle, the service of the Word, Renewal
of Baptismal Vows and then the procession to the

There are two important non-budget music
funds to which friends and supporters of the Music
Ministry at St. John’s can contribute. These funds
carry over and accumulate from year to year, so
you may be assured that your donation will be used
for its intended purpose and not be transferred to
the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special
Music Fund. This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians not
covered by the current music budget, including
Brass players for Easter Sunday (March 27). The
cost is normally $200 per player. If you cannot
afford to cover the entire cost of a player, that is not
a cause for concern … every little bit helps.
The
second
fund
is
the
Organ
Enhancement Fund. There are actually some
envelops in your box of pledge envelops
specifically for this fund (but donations need not be
confined to those envelops). This fund is intended
to provide for extraordinary repairs and
enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best
organ in Salem County
When making a donation to either of these
designated funds, please be sure your check (or
envelop) is clearly marked for that specific fund so
that it will be deposited and
used correctly as intended.

Discernment Committee
The Discernment Committee met with Canon
Cecila Alvarez-Martin, the Canon for
Transitional Ministry & Clergy Development
and Father Jeffrey Kirk, our Transitional
Consultant. They walked us through the steps
we will be following as we go through the
discernment process. The process is different
than the one we went through before, but they
will be available to help us along the way. Our
first step is to have a Congregational
Conversation to hear the concerns, questions,
and desires of our congregation. Canon
Alvarez-Martin will be facilitating it on Sunday,
April 17. There will be 2 meetings, one after
each service. Refreshments will be provided at
each meeting. We encourage all parishioners
to make the effort to attend-this is how
everyone has a voice in the process. If you
have any questions, please contact Eileen at
ecmiller14@gmail.com or 609-202-7220, or
any member of the committee.

03/31 Theresa and Douglas
Van Sant

We pray for those who
serve in our military, especially:
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Nick DeMascio, US Army
Lt. Colonel Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Private Justin Francisco, US Army
We have recently received word that Sergeant
Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines has now
returned to civilian life. Blessings to her as she
moves forward in the next phase of her life.

03/05

Kalynn Kernan

03/10

Douglas Van Sant, Jr.

03/10

Joseph F. Peterson III

03/13

John Sweeney

03/15

David Willis

03/17

John Laning, Jr.

03/19

Bill Mecum

03/21

Ted Paras

03/22

Arlene Kober

03/28

Margaret Heller

03/30

Chuck Miller

03/30

Kayla Ann Peterson

Activity Page

Lenten Meditations
Readings, Prayers and Actions to help you and your family observe Lent in 2016.
These were prepared by Bread for the World, a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s
decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad.

Fourth Week in Lent: March 6-12
Jesus Welcomes Sinners Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Prayer: O God, we are both the prodigal son and the elder brother. Save us from despair and from
pride. Through your love and grace in Christ, turn us around so that we may prepare a feast of hope
and opportunity for those who live in hunger. Amen
Action: One in five children in the United States lives in a family that faces the threat of
hunger. In 2016, Bread for the World will continue to seek funding and improvements in our nation’s
child nutrition programs-including making school breakfasts and summer meals available to more
children. To make your voice heard, visit www.bread.org/act.
Fifth Week in Lent: March 13-19
Jesus is Anointed for Death

Isaiah 43:15-21
Phillipians3:4b-14
Psalm 126
John 12:1-8
Prayer: O Christ, we give thanks for Mary and all your disciples for their faith and witness to your love
and mercy. As we follow you to the cross this season of Lent, grant us
courage and determination as
we urge our elected officials to end hunger and poverty.
Amen
Action: More than three-quarters of the world’s poorest people depend on farming for their livelihood.
Growing crops that can withstand drought and climate change is critical to helping farmers in Africa and
elsewhere grow enough food to feed their families. Write or call your members of Congress to encourage
them to keep funding our nation’s “Feed the Future” initiative. Visit www.bread.org/act.

Holy Week: March 20-26
Jesus Suffers Death Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14-23:56
Prayer: O God, Your Son gives up His life for us so that we might live in your steadfast love. In Him, the
tomb of death becomes the birthplace of new life for us and the world you created. May that gift of
new life sustain us as we work to save the lives of mothers and children threatened by hunger and
disease. Amen
Action: The weeks following Easter are an ideal time to participate in Bread For The World’s 2016
Offering of Letters. Each year. Individuals, congregations and campus groups conduct letter-writing
events. This year’s letter writing campaign urges Congress to support programs that help mothers and
children survive childbirth and thrive. For tips about organizing an Offering of Letters-as well as sample
letters and background information-visit www.bread.org/ol2016 or call 800-822-7323, ext. 1072.
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Mon

Tue

1
9-11 AM IAC
9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Wed

2

10:30 am CIACC
Planning
11:30 am YSC Planning
Noon HE & Healing in
Chapel with Mother P
12:30 pm YSC Meeting
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

Thu

Sat

3

4

5

5-6 PM Yoga
6:30 PM Lenten
Supper and Study

9 AM-1 PM
Parish Hall &
Kitchen reserved

11 AM-4 PM
Parish Hall &
Kitchen reserved

11

12

18

19

25

26

6

7

8

9

10

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga
6:30 PM Lenten
Supper and Study

13

14

15

16

17

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Sandwich Sunday
Vesrty Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
5:30 PM-7:30 PM
Women's Services
ATV
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga
6:30 PM Lenten
Supper and Study

20

21

22

23

24

Liturgy of the Palms
8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II-start in
Parish Hall w/Incense
Fellowship Hour

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day Prayer
1 PM-4 PM Gateway
Literacy Training
6:45 PM Handbells
7 PM Tenebrae at OMS
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga
7 PM Maundy
Thursday Service

27

28

29

30

31

No 8 AM service
9 am Choir
10:30 am Festival
Holy Eucharist
Fellowship Hour

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
1 PM-4 PM Gateway
Literacy Training
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County

Fri

6 PM
Easter Vigil
w/Incense

Noon & 7 PM
Good Friday
Eucharist
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T
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F
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S
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8
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FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also on FACEBOOK
Please have any information you would like printed in the next Forerunner to me by the 25th of the
month. Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you
think would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
FACEBOOK

Rector:
Deacon:

Vacancy
The Rev’d Sally Maurer

856-769-1409 (h)

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor:

Ron Magill
David Miller
Ann Neff
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Eileen Miller

856-935-5398
cell: 609-202-7197
856-358-9610
856-935-1798
cell: 908-472-7597
609-202-7220

Vestry Class of 2017 Sue Harker
Class of 2018 Ryan Bailey
Class of 2019 Sue Harker

Ann Neff
Bill Mecum
Jean Miller

Trudy O’Hare
Bill Pankonien
Ron Wohlrab

cell: 856-297-2385
slarrabee@comcast.net
local_art@comcast.net
rrdmiller@yahoo.com
gwneff@mac.com
stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
ecmiller114@gmail.com

Save The Date!
On Sunday, April 17, 2016, we will hold 2
Congregational Conversations with Canon
Cecelia Alvarez-Martin, the Diocesan Canon for
Transitional Ministry and Clergy Development.
She will help us articulate what we are looking
for as we go through the Discernment process.
They will be held following each service. ALL
parishioners are urged to attend.
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