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Former Pastor’s Ponderings
I suppose that all of these goodbyes are getting rather tiresome. This will be my last
epistle. I promise. Mostly I wanted to thank you once again for your wonderful
support and generosity. I have truly enjoyed my time here, as your Priest and
Pastor, and I will have wonderful memories to take with me to Arizona.
St. John’s interaction with the community both in terms of community organizations
and its ministry with the poor through the Food Pantry and other outreach programs is worth
celebrating.
The liturgy and music programs have been outstanding. I particularly want to thank the members of
the choir and those who have served as acolytes and readers who have helped the liturgy come alive
in real time. The willingness of various parishioners to participate in VBS, Backpacks, Operation
Christmas Child, Secret Santa and numerous other activities has been wonderful to see.
I have enjoyed working with the Staff: Deacon Sally, Marge Warren, Bill Clisham, Laura and Warren
Bye, and Elizabeth Erlenbach, who have served to keep St. John’s humming. I am grateful to those
who have served as Wardens and Vestry members. You have helped to honor the rich history of St.
John’s while helping to shape its future.
As I write this, my home and the rector’s office are empty. It is a strange feeling to be here and not
here at the same time. I will hold you in my prayers and wish you well in the New Year. While I am
not allowed to communicate with you over the next year, I hope to follow your progress via the
Forerunner.

Blessings

New Address:
Father Steve & Rosie Carroll
618 South Hazel Court

Fr. Steve Carroll

Gilbert, AZ 85296-3030

St. John’s Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 17th following the 10:30 am service.
All congregants are urged to attend. This is where we determine the direction our church will take
over the coming year in finances, programs and leadership. Your input is greatly needed.

From the Deacon’s Bench
The festivities are winding down. The surprises have been fun – particularly the look on
my husband’s face when the ‘gator’ was delivered. Our grandson’s drone now resides 50
feet up in a tree across the field as it flew away in the winter wind. There are still leftover
cookies rapidly going stale. We are still working on the Christmas ham and other treats. Yet,
everything seems to have come to a screeching halt for me as I deal with the reality that my clergy
partner of 3 and a half years has retired. Amid the joy of the incarnation, surrounded by candle lit
beauty, cherished annual traditions, I find myself grieving. I think it would be disingenuous of me to
not express this to you in this month’s deacon’s bench. I am having trouble wrapping my hands
around this fact. I am having some trouble imagining what the next few months are going to be like. I
couldn’t have had a better rector to work with for my first position as a Deacon. Father Steve pretty
much gave me free reign to explore my role as a Deacon and I am forever indebted to him.
I write all of this to you because I’m quite certain many of you reading this are also grieving in some
fashion and unsettled about what comes next. I hope that you find my honesty of some comfort to
you as we both go through this journey together. Please know that I am willing to listen and we can
cry on each other’s shoulders when we need to and rejoice with each other as we find new joys to
celebrate.
As a parish, I think we are in pretty good shape and with prayer and thoughtful consideration, I am
sure our discernment committee and vestry will call a new priest in charge/rector to meet our needs
and help us to grow as a Christian community in Salem. Our God is good all the time and we are
being loved and cared for by a wider Christian community who care about us and what happens to
us. Consider that even the Salem Area Ministerium is keeping us in active prayer during this
discernment period and have told me that if we need anything, to call and ask. I cherish that
relationship, a new one for me. The Woodbury Convocation Clericus, many of whom came to Father
Steve’s farewell luncheon, are all ready and willing to help if we ask. I am confident that should we
need a priest for a special situation, such as a funeral, we only have to ask.
In the next few weeks, I will be establishing a rota of several members who have now been duly
trained as Lay Eucharistic Visitors. We will plan to commission them and send them out to visit our
shut-ins one Sunday so that you also can see how we are all one congregation – even those who
cannot be with us physically on Sundays.
We are moving into Epiphany, which is rather short this year with Lent beginning
with Ash Wednesday on February 10th. We will have services on that day and I will
again conduct ‘Ashes to Go’ to nursing homes and our shut-ins.
Even though I cannot physically be in the office regularly, I remind you that I am
available to you by phone (856-297-2385) and by email (slarrabee@comcast.net). Do not hesitate to
contact me for pastoral concerns.
Deacon Sally

December 27, 2015
The Rev. Steven E. Carroll
St. John’s Episcopal Church
Dear Father Steve,
Upon your departure from St. John’s Episcopal
Church and you entering your well-deserved
retirement, the vestry would like to extend its
most heartfelt thanks and best wishes to you
and Rosie.
It is seldom that one man can say that he has
made a difference in the lives of so many
people. We feel that such a sentiment
certainly applies to you. Six years ago our
church faced a leadership vacuum that
demanded a firm and gentle hand to guide the
church and its congregation to a better future.
You combined the right amount of vision,
firmness, leadership, experience and Christian
inspiration to inspire the congregation and the
vestry to undertake many endeavors worthy of
the name of the Episcopal Church. Our
church’s long and distinguished history in
Salem was enhanced by your involvement in
our community. The many initiatives in the
outreach program, especially the food pantry
program, have made so much of a difference
for so many needy people. Your willingness to
help so many in need in and out of our parish
was especially noteworthy, and in perfect
accord with the message of our Savior who
administered to those who were traditionally
marginalized and ignored.
Your steady and efficient stewardship of our
church’s assets reflected your considerable
experience from other ministries and was much
appreciated by the vestry and congregation.
The many improvements to the physical
maintenance of our church were made
possible by your guidance and thoughtful
advice. You have helped make sure that St.
John’s physical assets will meet the future
needs of coming generations. Your thoughtful
ministry to all members of our church,
especially those in need of spiritual comfort,

was also noteworthy. The quiet and efficient
ministry in such cases was much appreciated
by the individuals in need and their families.
When you ministered, members of the
congregation definitely felt the presence of the
Holy Spirit.
We can only envy the community to which you
are retiring as they will have in you and your
dear wife, Rosie, a definite asset both temporal
and spiritual. We hope you will keep us in your
prayers as we will keep you and Rosie in
ours.Once again, thank you so much for all you
did for our church, its members and the Salem
County community. May God bless you both
and provide you with many years of happiness
together.
With deepest affection,
The Vestry of Saint John’s Church

To Father Steve
For guiding us with truth and wisdom,
do I thank thee, Father,
for taking charge of situations
with a bold and strong hand,
I thank thee also Father,
For loving and caring for this church,
I thank thee very much, Father Steven
Carroll,
The best priest any church could have.
By Emma Bailey
December 2015

New Jersey
Acolyte Festival
Saturday, February 13,
2016

Acolytes are invited to attend the NJ Acolyte
Festival, at Trinity Cathedral, Trenton, NJ on
Saturday, February 13, 2016. This is an
opportunity for fellowship and learning for all
acolytes in the Diocese of NJ. Participants will
be able to attend a morning and afternoon
workshop, and participate in a Celebration of
the Holy Eucharist at the end of the festival.
Families can join the acolytes at the 2 PM
Eucharist. For more information, or to register,
please contact David Miller
(rrdmiller@yahoo.com) or the church office.
Registration fees will be paid by St. John’s for
acolytes attending the festival.

Discernment Committee
The vestry has commissioned a discernment
committee, charged with the search and
naming of a new Priest-In-Charge. Appointed
to the committee are Eileen Miller (chair), Ryan
Bailey, Richard Frieze, Curt Harker, Joanne
Owen, Virginia Sisco, and Diane Wohlrab. The
committee members were commissioned
during the 10:30 am service on Sunday, Dec.
27, 2015. As we move forward in the process,
the committee will keep the parish informed of
our progress. Please keep the team in your
prayers as we go through this vital process for
our church.

We have, without
question, one of
the finest—if not
THE finest—
liturgical
ministries around.
We are rich in
talent: excellent choir, best organ in the county,
profound and challenging preaching. We are rich in
liturgy and rich in history. Our facilities host a multitude
of ministries to the community at large. Even as we
jump headlong into a search for a new Rector, let’s
spread the word: Good things are happening at St.
John’s. Invite your friends and neighbors to come and
see for themselves.

ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
The Choir has been extremely busy the
Christmas season. The choir sang wonderful music all
the way through Advent. The highlight may have been
Lessons & Carols on Advent IV (December 20). It was
most gratifying to note that we ran out of bulletins that
morning! It would be great to see that happen every
Sunday morning. Then the Choir sang beautifully at
both Christmas Eve services: 5:00 & 10:30PM, with a
lovely dinner in between at the Orient Restaurant. But,
every once in a while, it seems to be true that “there is
no rest for the weary”. We will lead a very special
liturgy celebrating the Solemnity of the Epiphany,
January 3 and then the Baptism of Christ on January 10.
We are actively seeking a volunteer Tenor (or two) …
Sopranos, Altos, and Basses will not be turned away.

INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you are interested in joining either of St.
John’s music ensembles: Choir or Handbell Ringers,
please contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience.
We still have an opening for several bell ringers (that’s
why Bill Clisham had to play and conduct at the Salem
Holly Tours concerts and Christmas Eve.) And there is
always room for more singers in St. John’s Choir.
Auditions are not required, but a “get-acquainted
meeting” is necessary for placement and planning
purposes. See the back of the service bulletin for
contact information, or come to the organ console and
introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

We need YOUR help! St. John’s is
always looking for help in the
following areas:
Acolytes
Ushers
Chalicists
Choir
Altar Guild Handbell Choir
Craig Schwartz, Husband of
Amy Schwartz and Father of
Austin Schwartz, died on Dec.
16, following a long illness.
Friends and relatives are invited to his memorial service on
Saturday January 9, 2016, 11:30 AM at the Salem

We pray for those who serve
in our military, especially
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Sergeant Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army
Lt. Colonel Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
Private Justin Francisco, US Army

County Sportsmen's Club, 273 Rte.40, Carneys Point, NJ
08069.

1/02
1/14
1/16
1/16
1/23
1/26
1/26
1/27
1/31

Saying Goodbye

Tammy Peterson
Eileen Miller
Joseph Peterson, Jr.
Mary Beth Chard
Joseph Peterson Sr.
Charles Miller
Diane Wohlrab
Mary Miller
Rosie Carroll
Vestry presenting our gift to Father Steve

1/6

John Jr. and Wendy Laning

We welcome Piper Rose
Wingo, toddler daughter of
Benjamin and Christa Marie
Sollars Wingo and
granddaughter of Sharon and
Rick Baynton. Piper was baptized on Sunday,
December 27, 2015.

St. John’s Quilters .

Christmas at St. John’s

St. John’s Quilters meet Tuesday mornings to
make quilts for the children in the Ronald McDonald
House in Camden, NJ. The quilters are ready to
take 50 more quilts to the Ronald McDonald House
in Camden, right after the annual meeting. Just
recently, we received a lovely thank you note for 2
of our quilts.We would like to share it with you:

Dear Quilters of St. John’s Episcopal Church,
We just wanted to say thank you for making
such beautiful quilts for the Ronald
McDonald House, Camden. We had the
pleasure of receiving two of your quilts when
our preemie twin boys were released from
Cooper Hospital and we were departing from
the Ronald McDonald House. The quilts are
used all of the time by our twins. They are
perfect and knowing they ere made by caring
people makes them even more perfect.
Thank you! Jennifer + David

Ready for Christmas Eve Services

It is not often that we receive a thank you note. We
don’t really expect one. The families of thechildren
are very stressed, as you can imagine. They have
greater things to worry about.
So far, or group has made 750 quilts. We could use
a few more to help with this project. You don’t need
sewing skills. If you can hold a pencil or a pair of
scissors, you would have a valuable job in the
assembly line of quilt
making. See me at coffee hour or call me on the
phone.

Gail Boyd

Choir durng the late service

Some of the quilts made in 2014

Silent Night

Who is Buried In St. John’s Churchyard?
Third in a Special Series by Curt Harker
Historian Thomas Shourds’ states, “It is a singular occurrence that
(as of 1876) there have been more Congressmen elected from the members of St. John’s Episcopal
Church than any other church in South Jersey. Thomas Sinnickson, Jacob Hufty, Hedge Thompson,
Daniel Garrison, Judge Thomas Sinnickson, Joseph Kille, Thomas Jones Yorke and Clement Hall
Sinnickson.”
Dr. Benjamin Archer, 1775-1845. As a student his lecture notes covered diet and exercise (no
surprise there) but also purging the bowels, inducing vomiting, lung phlegm, mucus expulsion,
stimulants, tonics, bloodletting, and finally (if need be) pain relief. One wonders how many of Dr.
Archer’s patients ended up in this cemetery prematurely!
Daniel Garrison, April 3, 1782. to February 13, 1851. He was a member of the New Jersey General
Assembly from 1806-1808, and was Salem County surrogate 1809-1823. Garrison was elected as a
Jacksonian Democratic-Republican to the Eighteenth Congress. Garrison was appointed by
President Andrew Jackson as collector of Bridgeton port customs.
Jacob Hufty (unknown - May 20, 1814) was a blacksmith by trade. He served as a private in the State
militia. He was Freeholder, Freeholder Director, overseer of the poor, County justice and judge,
sheriff. He served as member of the State Council (now the New Jersey Senate), county collector,
judge of Orphans Court, Surrogate. Hufty was elected as a Democratic-Republican to the Eleventh
and Twelfth Congresses and as a Federalist to the Thirteenth Congress.
Joseph Kille April 12, 1790 to March 1, 1865 He was sheriff, county clerk and member of the New
Jersey General Assembly. Kille was elected as a Democrat to the Twenty-sixth Congress.
Clement Hall Sinnickson (1834 - 1919), in 1858, commencing the practice of law in Salem. During the
Civil War Sinnickson served as Captain in the Union Army. He was elected United States Congress.
He also served as a delegate to the 1880 Republican National Convention, and he was appointed
judge of the Court of Common Pleas.
Hedge Thompson (January 28, 1780 - July 23, 1828), Above ground crypt next to SE corner of
church. He graduated from the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia
in 1802 and practiced his profession in Salem; member of the New Jersey General Assembly, served
in the State Council (now the New Jersey Senate), appointed associate judge, served as collector,
elected to the Twentieth Congress.
Thomas Jones Yorke (1801 – 1882) U.S. Whig Party politician. War of 1812 scout for the United
States forces. He was county collector, judge Court of Common Pleas & presiding judge. Member of
New Jersey General Assembly, elected as a Whig to the US House of Representatives. After leaving
Congress, served as a director of the West Jersey Railroad Co.
Thomas J. Yorke Jr. 1843-1913 back 50’ from church. Glass plate photograph collector of Salem
circa 1880’s.

Activity Page

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Noon-6:00
Parish Hall
Reserved
Birthday Party

3

4

5

6

7

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
ECW Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9-11 AM IAC
9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noonday
Prayer
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

10

11

12

13

14

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Sandwich Sunday
Vesrty Meeting

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

17

18

19

20

21

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
ANNUAL MEETING

5:30-6:30 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

24

25

26

27

28

8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour
Pie Sunday

5-6 PM Yoga

9 AM Quilters
7 PM NA

Noon Noon Day
Prayer
6:45 PM Handbells
8 PM AA

5-6 PM Yoga

31
8 am Rite I Chapel
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Rite II
Fellowship Hour

CIACC-Children's Interagency Council
YSC-Youth Services Council
IAC-Inter-Agency Council
NA-Narcotics Anonymous
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous
MAC-Music Around the County

8

d

9

9 AM-1 PM
ne Parish
po
Hall Reservedt
s
Muskrat
Po Dinner Prep

11 AM-4 PM
d Parish
ne
Hall Reservedo
p
Muskrat
st Dinner

15

16

Po

St. John's
Quilters
Display

22

23

29

30

December
S

M

February

T

W

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

5

S

M

T

W

T

F

1

2

3

4

5

S
6

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

27

28

29

30

31

28

29

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also on FACEBOOK
Please have any information you would lie printed in the next Forerunner to me by the 25th of the
month. Family news, articles, information, articles, recipes, book or movie reviews, or anything you
think would be of interest to our church family. Items can be emailed to ecmiller114@gmail.com.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 13,
2015. Plan to attend St. John’s 2nd Annual
Valentine’s Day Spagheti Dinner. More
information will be provided in the February
Forerunner. Help will be needed to set up, cook and clean up.
Talk to Deacon Sally to volunteer or for more details.
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Schedule of Services
Sunday Services
8:00 AM: Rite I –Chapel
10:30 AM: Rite II in Church
Wednesday Service
Noon: Noon Day Prayer-Chapel
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