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Rector’s Reflections
Some of the clergy-folk I know tell me that Lent is their favorite time of year. I find
that I am becoming more “comfortable” with the season as I grow older. I like the
yearly invitation to embrace a holy life even if the “active pursuit” only lasts for
about six weeks. Now, before I get into too much trouble, let me be clear that the
pursuit of holiness is an ongoing adventure, even beyond Lent. It is just that the
lenten season brings it into a sharper focus.
Lent is a time when we mix a number of traditions into one practice. Shrove Tuesday, with its focus on
pancakes and other treats point to a time when our food, our decorations and our general living will become
more austere. In some ways it follows a tradition from the Old Testament – preparing for passover. We are
often asked what things, activities and favorites we will give up during Lent. (Giving up veggies is not
considered a penance.) Another Lenten practice might include embracing a more intentional form of prayer and
reflection. Who knows, after six weeks it might become a “good habit.”
The true beginning of Lent is of course Ash Wednesday. The wearing of sack cloth and ashes was a traditional
sign of repentance. I think the ashes serve as a good reminder of our need and intent to repent, to turn about, to
embrace a new life. Besides, the imposition of ashes might also provide an opportunity for some “light
evangelism” which comes about when you explain what the “smudge” on your forehead is all about.
The liturgy for Ash Wednesday includes an invitation to the observance of a Holy Lent. It is an invitation made
by the celebrant, or officiant, to the congregation on behalf of the church. It is a reminder that the call to
repentance and renewal is both individual and corporate and while an RSVP is not required, the invitation does
demand a response. “I invite you in the name of the church to the observance of a Holy Lent…” How will you
respond?
Blessings,

Notes:
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
IAC – Interagency Council
NGA: Needlework Guild
MAC Music Around the County
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CHORAL EVENSONG
St. John’s Choir, conducted by Bill Clisham, will lead a special Evensong on Sunday, March 1, the
Second Sunday in Lent, at 4:00 PM. Music will include Preces & Suffrages by Richard Shepherd, Psalm 63 set
to an Anglican Chant by Thomas Jackson, Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis (Dorian Service) by Thomas Tallis, O
Lord, Increase My Faith by Henry Loosemore, and Trust in the Lord by Daniel Gawthrop. There will also be
congregational Hymns. Bill Clisham will play Organ Preludes by Sigfrid Karg-Elert and Flor Peeters and a
Postlude by John Stanley. You will want to mark your calendars now and invite all your friends and neighbors
to this beautiful and profound service of prayers, readings and music in the Chapel of the Holy Innocents.
SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two non-budget music funds to which friends and supporters of the Music Ministry at St.
John’s can contribute. These funds carry over and accumulate from year to year, and so you may be assured
that your donation will be used for its intended purpose and not be transferred to the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund. This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians not covered by the current music budget. This fund was severely
depleted during 2014. The most pressing needs right now are for money to pay for guest musicians for a
celebration of the return to the main church following renovations, and a brass quintet for Easter Sunday (April
5). We need funds far in advance because we do not wish to contract players if the money is not in hand. The
cost is $90 per singer and $200 per instrumentalist. If you cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a player, do
not be concerned. Every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement Fund. There are actually some envelops in your box of
pledge envelops specifically for this fund (but donations need not be confined to those envelops). This fund is
intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best organ in
Salem County. In the past this fund has paid for rebuilding the 1937 blower motor, replacing fried computer
circuit boards in the organ console, and replacing a long-defective pedal off-set reservoir that had served us
since 1937, but was no longer repairable.
When making a donation to either of these designated funds, please be sure your check (or envelop) is
clearly marked for that specific fund so that it will be deposited and used correctly as intended.
INTERESTED NEW SINGERS & RINGERS?
If you are interested in joining St. John’s Choir or Handbell Ringers, or if you know a prospective singer
or ringer, please contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. We have openings for several bell ringer
positions. And there is always room for more singers in the St. John’s Choir. Auditions are not required, but a
“get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for placement and planning purposes. See the back of the service
bulletin for contact information, or come to the organ console and introduce yourself following the Organ
Postlude.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

From The Deacon’s Bench
I have dutifully gotten up in the wee hours of the
morning several times now to watch the BBC
broadcasts of the Royal Weddings – Diana, Fergie,
Kate. I watched the funeral for Diana. I wouldn’t
say that I am crazed about all that royalty (like my
sister who owns every Diana doll and book
produced). But it just seemed the right thing to do,
as if we are an extension of Great Britain and
everything Royal. I guess that comes from my
sense of being part of the world wide Anglican
Communion.
A few months ago I watched as Justin Welby was
made the Archbishop of Canterbury. It was a
beautiful service replete with him ‘banging’ on the
door of Canterbury Cathedral to be ‘let in’. It was
dignified and the music was absolutely magnificent
with both boy’s and men’s choruses. Royalty sat in
their ‘box’ and dignitaries from all over the world
and from myriad religious backgrounds attended.
On Monday, January 27th, I woke up, came
downstairs and started my usual morning routine of
online check-ins. When I got on Facebook,
someone had just posted the link to the consecration
of the first female Bishop in England! It was
happening right then and there. I sat mesmerized
for approximately an hour as Mother Libby Lane
was made the Bishop of Stockport. Bishop John
Sentamu led the service as Bishop of York and the
service was at York Minster. I had missed the
processional, I had missed the opening part of the
service including the sermon and I ‘tuned in’ just as
they began the consecration process. I understand
one lone priest challenged the consecration and the
legislation that led to consecration of women to the
episcopate in England was read back to him ending
the objection.
In a very dignified and joyous manner, Libby Lane
was consecrated a Bishop in the Church of England,
our ‘mother church’ if you will – an historic
moment of which we should be very proud. It has
been a hard road for our mother church. There has
been much opposition. Female Bishops ordained in
other primacies have been ‘uninvited’ to Lambeth
Conference. Male Bishops from primacies that did
not accept female ordination have boycotted
Lambeth Conference. It has been a difficult time,

all of which has fallen onto the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s shoulders because that position is seen
as the first among equals of our worldwide
communion.
While I was in formation to become a deacon, we
had the privilege of meeting the retired Primate of
Perth, Australia, Peter Carnley who was in
residence at General Theological Seminary at the
time. He spent a couple of hours with us speaking
about how the different churches in the Anglican
communion can have a severe impact on others,
even without realizing it. He used the ordination of
women and the LGBT issues as examples. I was
profoundly impacted by the thought that what we
might do here in The Episcopal Church could mean
my brothers and sisters in Christ in another country
in the world could become targets and killed as a
result of our actions. Now our ‘mother church’ has
made a statement to the worldwide Anglican
Communion about women’s ascendancy to the
episcopate. It will be interesting to see how this
plays out over the next few years.
York Cathedral (minster) was beautiful. The
service was dignified, formal, and familiar. The
music was beautiful, with very contemporary pieces
throughout and hymns that I recognized even if to
alternative tunes. At communion they sang “Just as
I am” which I thought was so appropriate. Bishop
Lane was obviously overjoyed but stayed formal
and dignified. I only saw tears when she hugged a
young woman who I think was her daughter. Her
husband is also a priest and he was by her side
during the passing of the peace. When the first
female bishop was consecrated in the US, she stood
at the top of the chancel steps and raised her
clenched fist in a symbol of defiance and triumph. I
had real problems with that and I never forgot it.
This consecration was much more as I would hope
it should/could be – all the ceremony and ritual that
the Anglican Church is capable of but in a dignified
and appropriate way.
I pray for Bishop Lane’s ministry and for the people
of Stockport. Likewise, I want you to know that I
spent the past weekend on retreat at Stella Maris
and Bishop Stokes led our retreat. We have called a
good and Godly man – I came away spiritually and
physically refreshed. We are in good hands.
Deacon Sally Maurer

A Word from the Warden
As I finish the first year of a two-year term as your
senior warden, I would like to express my thanks to
all who work so hard and so faithfully to maintain
the life of this parish.
Despite their health challenges this year, Father
Steve and Deacon Sally have been diligent in
providing spiritual leadership to our congregation.
During the restoration of our main sanctuary,
services were held in the "Chapel of the Innocents".
Transitioning to this space has been smooth, even
for our special services. The Advent Evensong was
well attended, with Bill Clisham and the choir
providing beautiful music as always. The chapel
was beautifully decorated for Christmas and thanks
go to DeeAnn Harris for undertaking this
responsibility. We expect that the main sanctuary
will be ready for worship by Easter. Many thanks to
Ron Magill for guiding this project with his
expertise in historic preservation.
While Father Steve was out for surgery earlier this
year, we were blessed to have our deacon, Sally
Maurer to lead services and bring us God's word.
The children's Sunday School has taken a bit of a
hiatus, but the 2014 VBS was as lively as ever, with
many children coming from the community. Many
thanks to the teachers and volunteers who made this
possible.Adult formation continued with a small but
dedicated group under the leadership of Father
Steve. The class studied books on various Christian
traditions and orthodoxies, enriching our
understanding of our faith. I heartily recommend the
classes to everyone!
The food bank has been active with food provided
to about 40 people each week. For a relatively
small congregation, we are able to help a great
many people form the local community.
Another vibrant ministry has been the community
suppers, organized by Deacon Sally. The meals are
healthy and tasty, with plenty to go around. There is
a nice mix of parishioners and community
members, all getting acquainted.
ECW continues to be active, with ministries to the
parish and community at large, under the leadership
of president Diane Wohlrab.

With Gail Boyd at the helm, the St Johns quilters
continued to sew and crochet beautiful quilts and
afghans to chronically and terminally ill children.
The Forerunner continues to be a source of parish
news and St Johns history, and thanks go to Rosie
Carroll for this creative and informative publication.
2014 has been a year of changes and challenges for
our congregation. With the support of all our
parishioners, we will continue to meet our
challenges and remain a source of light and love to
the community. I expect 2015 to be just as
challenging and fruitful.
Yours sincerely,
Susan Harker
Senior warden

Annual Meeting Highlights
If you missed our Annual Meeting on January 18th,
you missed some tasty roast beef and some fine
fellowship. You also missed:
 Bill Pankonien and Ryan Bailey were
elected to the Vestry, and Bill Mecum will
be returning to the Vestry for another term.
“Thank-you” to Elizabeth Vanaman and
Nate Gable who finished their terms.
 Convention and Convocation Delegates are
Ann and George Neff and Bill Clisham.
 Diocesan transition officers, Canon Cecilia
Alvarez (Canon for Transition Ministry and
Clergy Development) and Canon John
Sosnowski (representing our Bishop) will be
meeting with our Wardens and Vestry in
February to discuss the possibilities for
priest-in-charge at St. John’s upon Fr.
Steve’s retirement which will occur this
year.
 A new Forerunner editor was asked for and
following the meeting, Nate Gable
volunteered. THANK-YOU! NATE! Date
for this transition is not yet determined.
 The Quilters displayed over 50 child-size
quilts which will be delivered to Ronald
McDonald House in Camden this month.
Well Done!

Our Wonderful Windows
By Rosie Carroll

Referred to as “the
Healing Window,” it
was placed in memory
of Howard Buzby
Keasbey and his wife,
Anna T. B. Keasbey,
in 1967. The
placement of a
memorial window had
been discussed by the
Vestry in early 1966,
but it was agreed to
wait until his estate
had been settled and
then a sum of money
would be set aside to
pay for the window.
The minutes of the
April 1967 Vestry
Meeting noted:
“A contract from
Cathedral Stained
Glass Studios, Inc.,
(successors to Kolb &
Martin) was read. The
stipulated price of
$7,400 was given.
Mr. Donald Lehew
moved that the contract to install this window in
memory of Mr. & Mrs. Howard B. Keasbey be
given to the above corporation… The motion was
seconded by Mr. William Chew and passed with no
dissenting votes.” (Note: Kolb & Martin Co. had
designed and constructed the five Rumsey windows
discussed in last month’s Forerunner.)

Anna Thompson Bassett Keasbey, the daughter of
Evi Smith Bassett and Ann Elkington Thompson,
was a descendant of one of the original settlers of
Salem County, William Bassett, who came from
Lynn, Massachusetts in 1691. She was a Quaker
and she and Howard B. Keasbey were married in a
Friends ceremony. She died in 1958 and is buried
along with Howard, who died in 1964, in East View
Cemetery.

The following biography of Mr. Keasbey was found
online:

Dedicating the “Healing Window” in Memory of Mr. & Mrs.
H. B. Keasbey, by Bishop VanDuzer, Assisted by Father
Vaughn and the Rector, Fr. Schultz

PANCAKE FLIPPERS WANTED

February 14th
Valentine’s Day
SPAGHETTI DINNER
St. John’s Parish Hall
6 p.m. Social Gathering
6:30 p.m. Dinner
Bring your own wine AND
wine glass
Sign Up in Parish Hall
(This is a free social event for St.
John’s Members and their Guests)

Our Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will
be held February 17th, 5 to 7 p.m. Electric griddles
are also needed. If you would like to help let Fr.
Steve know or leave a message on the church office
phone – 856-935-1798.

YOUTH AND FAMILY DINNER
Family Fellowship Dinner is slated for February
12th at 6 pm - We will be building our own pizzas
so many hands will be needed to help the children
build them and then in the kitchen to bake them.
Let Deacon Sally know if you can help.

ADULT FORUM
On Sunday mornings, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m., the Adult
Forum will explore the meaning and practice of
forgiveness using a series by The Rev. Barbara
Crafton. You may remember Rev. Crafton from
her book called “The Courage to Grow Old” which
the forum has just completed. The study will run
from February 1st to March 22nd.
February 18th - Ash Wednesday Eucharist with
Imposition of Ashes will be held at noon and at 7
pm in the Chapel.

LENTEN
SUPPER & STUDY
This study was suggested by the Diocese for use in
each congregation. It is hoped it will become a
useful next step in our diocesan conversation about
mission and discipleship. The series combines both
concepts, with the goal of giving each participant an
introduction to seeing what God is up to in the
world (God’s mission) and participating in it
(joining in as disciples).
It will begin on Wednesday, February 25th , and
meet each Wednesday following until March 25th.
We will begin with a meal in the parish hall at 6
pm, and then adjourn to the library for discussion.
More information to follow so watch the Sunday
bulletins.

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
It is snowing. My dear Ruth, our brood and I
were watching the snowflakes drift down and pile
up. Ruth made some hot cocoa and we began to
tell stories. That is one of our favorite things to
do together on an indoor day. Someone starts
the story and then at a critical part, they stop and
the next storyteller picks up the tale until we have
all had a turn. I began today’s story by
comparing the snowflakes to all the creatures of
God’s creation. Your good Fr. Steve had once
told me that no two snowflakes are exactly the
same, and that he felt no two living things were
exactly the same either, not even twins. Quite a
thing to ponder, eh?! But that even though we
are all different, God still knows
us each individually and knows
us by name! Well, you can
imagine where the young
minds went with that – what if I
change my name? what about
when I get married and take my
husband’s last name? does God tell the parents
what to name the child? What if I use my middle
name? what if someone does not have a middle
name? and so on and so on. I assured them that
Isaiah 49 tells us God will know each of us no
matter what we do. The story got pretty muddled
about then and so we decided to quit and go
outside and make snow sculptures – a project
they got all wrapped up in!
Your temporarily
frozen friend,
Joel Churchmouse.

We pray for those who serve
in our military, especially
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army;
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines;
Nick DeMascio, US Army;
Lt. Colonel Peter Larrabee, USAF;
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF;
Sgt. Rob Thomas, US Army;
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF,

Happy
02/05
02/08
02/08
02/08
02/12
02/13
02/17
02/19
02/20
02/22
02/22
02/24
02/26

Birthday
Casie Kates
Richard Frieze
Curt Harker
Aiden Willis
Betty Wismer
Jonathan Buck
Daphne Miller
Jennifer Robinson
George Neff
Kathy Paras
Emma Bailey
Joe Buck
Jim Davis

Celebrating an Anniversary
Happy Anniversary
02/01 Bill and Mary Anne Clisham
02/05 Father Joe and Sharon Moore
_________________________________________

+Christian Symbol+
Scroll
A scroll may symbolize the writings of Scripture, particularly the Old Testament. In
Luke 4, Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah in his home synagogue at Nazareth. A
scroll may also symbolize the Day of Judgment, with the names of the elect, or saved,
written on it. In Revelation 5, the creatures and elders around God's throne sing to
Christ the Lamb: "You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, because you
were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and
language and people and nation" (v. 9, NIV).
(from The Newsletter Newsletter – February 2015)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also now on FACEBOOK
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for children AND adults.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, in
the Chapel
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

