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Rector’s Reflection’s
Happy New Year!
As I write, 2015 has already begun. The Mummers have “Mummed” and are
probably thawing out! There is football noise in the background and some folks are
crafting resolutions to guide them in the New Year. I have a few myself but have
found that they are best kept secret—the results will tell the tale!
One of the best things about celebrating the New Year is that it gives us another opportunity to begin anew. As
I have noted on a number of occasions, I am in favor of such opportunities and the New Year offers us a clean
slate if we choose to take it.
We are also entering the season of Epiphany. God Made Manifest is what the term “Epiphany” means. Jesus is
made manifest by the events of His baptism and by the series of miraculous events that follow in the gospel
accounts. In some circles, on Epiphany, or thereabouts, the date of Easter is chanted as a reminder of what lies
ahead, at least according to some of the folks on Deacon Sally’s Facebook page. So be sure to listen carefully!
These days the idea of “God made manifest” or “present” in our world seems farfetched or at best, a rather
quaint notion. There is so much that argues for the absence of God: violence, intolerance, greed, poverty; the list
goes on. And yet in our “heart of hearts” we hope and pray that with each New Year God will, indeed, be made
manifest. And that each of us will experience, in our own lives, an “Epiphany” that will change our way of
thinking, living, and acting.
I have often wondered about the place of the Church in our present world—not the buildings but the people.
I think that as St. Francis of Assisi is said to have prayed that he (and we) might bring union out of discord, love
out of hatred, out of injury pardon, out of despair hope, out of darkness light, and out of sadness joy, that our
mission as the church has less to do with Heaven or Hell, and more to do with our proclamation that in Jesus
Christ God is made manifest. There is more to our humanity than what the world would have us believe I think
that St. Francis was right on target!
May we all experience a Transformative Epiphany!
Blessings,
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From the Deacon’s Bench
The Five Marks of Mission (again)! Well, I’m
gonna keep talking about them. Believe it or not
there is a Facebook group dedicated to information
about the 5 marks of mission and what has been
happening around the country as different parishes
and organizations explore and implement ways that
they can address each of the marks of mission.
This week the moderator published a list of the
most popular books for 2014 and I suggest that we
pick a few of them to read as a community. I will
begin the process of acquiring some of them but I’m
equally sure they may be available on e-books at a
better rate. Let’s come to some consensus about 3
of them and plan to read them together.
1.

The New Parish: How Neighborhood
Churches are Transforming Mission,
Discipleship and Community by Paul Sparks,
Tim Soerens and Dwight J. Friesen
The New Parish focuses on the crisis we are in as
the Western church lives above place. Without
rooting ourselves in particular places there will be
no context for creating community in our twentyfirst century world. The phrase “the new parish” is
used to help us to reimagine the neighborhood as
the place where we practice faithful presence in
everyday life and reimagine our ecclesiology
beyond the narrow definitions of church in North
America.
2.

Faith Shift: Finding Your Way Forward
When Everything You Believe is Coming
Apart by Kathy Escobar
Faith Shift helps those who have been disillusioned
with the church. Kathy Escobar goes through
stages of a Faith Shift: Fusing, Shifting, Returning,
Unraveling, Severing and Rebuilding. She shares
about her own Faith Shift journey giving helpful
insight on how to rebuild something more authentic
for those who can never return to old paradigms.
3. Presence and Encounter: The Sacramental
Possibilities of Everyday Life by David G.
Benner
Presence and Encounter reveals to us the
importance of presence in everyday life. Presence
is reimagined as a sacramental possibility where we
can learn to see the sacredness of all of life. This is

the encounter where we stop objectifying others and
learn to live with an embodiment of love and
compassion.
4. Forgive Us: Confessions of a Compromised
Faith by Mae Elise Cannon, Lisa Sharon
Harper, Troy Jackson and Soong-Chan Rah
Forgive Us is about a call to lamentation. This is a
raw, honest book that calls Christians to repentance
for the violence we have caused in the world. We
are moved to see once again the image of God in
others and confess our hatred, bitterness, greed and
arrogance that exploits.
5.

Incarnate: The Body of Christ in an Age of
Disengagement by Michael Frost
Incarnate is a book about embodiment in an age of
disengagement. Rooted incarnational living is
emphasized as a way of love in the twenty-first
century. We have become so disconnected from
one another and the places we live. This is a call to
reengage the world through a relational way of life
6.

Slow Church: Cultivating Community in the
Patient Way of Jesus by C. Christopher
Smith and John Pattison
Slow Church emphasizes the path of ethics, ecology
and economy as we practice stability in the place
we live. Reconciliation, commitment to place,
abundance, hospitality and cultivating patience are
important themes. This book has a strong focus on
a theology of place as foundational to living into
this way of life.
7.

How To Be A Christian Without Going To
Church: The Unofficial Guide To Alternative
Forms of Christian Community by Kelly
Bean
How to be a Christian Without Going to Church
opens up the reality of a big shift that is happening
where others are no longer content going to church
and want to be the church in some kind of way in
community. We explore the options of alternative
forms of Christian community and are encouraged
to experiment with what can connect us to one
another in more authentic ways. The book talks
about new expressions and new structures that can
make this happen.
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE…

CONTINUATION OF FROM THE DEACON’S
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waiting, pain, loneliness, loss and grief. Marlena
Graves helps us to find hope in the midst of it all.

8. A Little Manual for Knowing by Esther
Lightcap Meek
A Little Manuel for Knowing is all about covenant
epistemology. Epistemology is the study of the way
we come to know things in our lives. Esther
Lightcap Meek says that knowing is both
pilgrimage and gift. She takes us on a journey of
coming to know through love, pledge, invitation,
indwelling, encounter, transformation, dance and
shalom.

13. The Naked Jesus: A Journey Out of
Christianity and Into Christ by John Casimir
O’ Keefe
The Naked Jesus helps us to find a more authentic
spirituality beyond the status quo institutional
church. This book calls us to greater honesty and
truthfulness. We are led out of American
Christianity and into Christ. We are called to stop
making Jesus who we want in order to fit our own
agendas.

9.

14. The Franciscan Heart of Thomas Merton: A
New Look at the Spiritual Inspiration of His
Life, Thought, and Writing by Daniel P.
Horan
The Franciscan Heart of Thomas Merton highlights
how Francis of Assisi influenced Merton, who was
the most widely read writer on spiritualty in the
twentieth century. We learn about the life of
Thomas Merton in all its many facets from the true
self, to his Christology, to interreligious dialogue, to
peace activism, to creation spirituality, to his
prophetic vocation. This is a comprehensive look at
the life of a man who gained a lot of wisdom
throughout his lifetime.

No Home Like Place: A Christian Theology
of Place by Leonard Hjalmarson
No Home Like Place embraces the idea of a
theology of place. Place is what brings us
belonging, connection, solidarity and
community. Re-placing the world through
pilgrimage, the arts, covenant, public spaces,
politics and urban landscapes are significant
throughout the book.
10. Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of
Francis of Assisi by Richad Rohr
Eager to Love is a fascinating book about the
alterative possibilities of living in the way of
Francis of Assisi today in our
context. Contemplation, mysticism, inner authority
through suffering, addressing dualistic thinking, the
integration of the feminine and masculine, justice
and simplicity are a few of the themes that come
out. We are taught a way of love through the life of
Francis of Assisi who left everything to follow in
the simple way of Christ.
11. Risky Compassion by Ash Barker
Risky Compassion is the story of Ash Barker who
lived in a slum for twelve years in Bangkok with his
family. Compassion brings solidarity with others in
all contexts of life. Compassion is the way of Jesus
in our world where suffering, poverty and injustice
abounds. This is the story of an embodiment of a
risky compassion.
12. A Beautiful Disaster: Finding Hope in the
Midst of Brokenness by Marlena Graves
A Beautiful Disaster draws on the wilderness life of
difficulty, darkness and gift. We are drawn into the
dark night of the soul where our lives face suffering,

15. Faith-Rooted Organizing: Mobilizing the
Church in Service to the World by Alexia
Salvatierra and Peter Heltzel
Faith-Rooted Organizing brings us to a place of
thinking about the call of the poor. We are drawn
into dreaming together about justice and
questioning power structures in our world. The
book focuses on prophetic advocacy and the gift of
community.
16. Lean On Me: Finding Intentional,
Vulnerable, and Consistent Community by
Anne Marie Miller
Lean On Me shows us how important vulnerability
and intentionality are to consistent community in
our lives. Anne Marie Miller shares her own story
of fearing the intentionality and vulnerability that
community requires for it to be authentic. She
draws us into her own struggles of wanting
interdependence and autonomy at the same
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE…
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time. The book wrestles through our pain,
loneliness, brokenness, vulnerability and fear to find
belonging in community with others.
17. The Rebirthing of God: Christianity’s
Struggle for New Beginnings by John Phillip
Newell
The Rebirthing of God presents us with a new
movement of Christianity in the twenty-first
century. It is about reconnecting with the earth,
with compassion, with the light within us, with
other traditions, with spiritual practice, with
nonviolence, with the unconscious and with
love. This is a more authentic imagination to live
by in our world today.
18. Reflections on the Unknowable by Thomas
Keating
Reflections on the Unknowable is a book based on
the wisdom of over seventy years of contemplative
practice. Thomas Keating shares his thoughts on
the divine life within us as we learn to practice a
contemplative spirituality. This book is packed
with authentic mysteries, depth, insight, wonder and
enlightenment.
19. The Scared Gaze: Contemplation and the
Healing of the Self by Susan R. Pitchford
The Scared Gaze brings awareness to the discovery
of our true self. We heal the self from our false
illusions when we learn who we are as beloved,
created in the image of God. This is the redemption
we long for as we live into who God created us to
be.
20. Life Together in Christ: Experiencing
Transformation in Community by Ruth
Haley Barton
Life Together in Christ helps us to understand what
it takes to cultivate community among us that is
transformational for all. We are drawn into the
tension between the now and not yet, listening,
welcoming the stranger, discernment, equality
among genders, our ongoing call to conversion,
suffering and shared desire. Community is the most
underdeveloped practice of the church and its lack
of it has disillusioned many in our culture.
Deacon Sally

The 231st Convention of the Diocese of
New Jersey will be held on
February 27 and 28
at the Hyatt Regency Princeton
in Princeton, New Jersey.
All information is available at
http://www.dioceseofnj.org/diocesanconvention/

We have, without question, one of the finest—if not THE finest—liturgical ministries around. We are rich in
talent: excellent choir, fine organ, profound and challenging preaching. We are rich in liturgy and rich in
history. Our facilities host a multitude of ministries to the community at large. Good things are happening at
St. John’s. Let’s spread the word. Invite your friends and neighbors to come and see for themselves.
ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
The Choir has been extremely busy the Christmas season. The choir sang wonderful music all the way
through Advent. The highlight may have been Lessons & Carols on Advent IV (December 21). It was most
gratifying to note that we ran out of bulletins that morning! It would be great to see that happen every Sunday
morning. Then the Choir sang beautifully at both Christmas Eve services: 5:00 & 10:30PM, with a lovely
dinner in between at the Orient Restaurant. But, every once in a while, it seems to be true that “there is no rest
for the weary”. We will lead a very special liturgy celebrating the Solemnity of the Epiphany, January 4 and
then the Baptism of Christ on January 11. The Choir’s “Post Holy-Day Party” will be that same evening. In
January we will also begin rehearsing music for the rest of the Epiphany season and for Lent, including music
for an Evensong scheduled for March 1. Mark your calendars now! We are actively seeking a volunteer Tenor
(or two) … Sopranos, Altos, and Basses will not be turned away.

INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you are interested in joining any of St. John’s music ensembles, please contact Bill Clisham at your
earliest convenience. We still have an opening for three or four bell ringers (that’s why Bill Clisham had to
play and conduct at the Salem Holly Tours concerts.) And there is always room for more singers in St. John’s
Choir. Auditions are not required, but a “get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for placement and planning
purposes. See the back of the service bulletin for contact information, or come to the organ console and
introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

Our Wonderful Windows
By Rosie Carroll

There were five stained glass windows placed in St. John’s between 1955 and 1958, all designed, crafted and
installed by Kolb and Martin Co. of Philadelphia. Mr. Conrad Kolb, who had completed several repairs on St.
John’s existing windows, was invited by the Vestry, in December of 1953, to present suggestions and designs
for new memorial windows for our sanctuary. The church was undergoing some needed repairs and as St.
John’s had recently become beneficiary of a very large trust fund, completing the stained glass windows was
one of the issues under discussion. But let me go back a few years to give a better picture of what enabled St.
John’s campus to be what it is today.
When you enter the Parish House you are confronted by a portrait of a rather serious-looking, well-dressed,
elderly man. When I first saw it I wondered who it could be and why it was there. Oh, that’s Mr. Eugene
Rumsey I was told. Well that meant a lot to this girl fresh from Ohio, but now however, I understand. Mr.
Eugene Rumsey was a very wealthy man who remembered St. John’s in his will, as did his siblings. In 1895 he
and his brother, George Jr., formed the Rumsey Electric Company of Philadelphia. After his death in 1944, a
trust fund was established, the income from which went directly to the church. Under the management of his
brother George, the trust grew substantially and the income from it was the basis for financing a program of
renovation and restoration to the interior of the church. The funds also allowed for the acquisition of the land
and the building of the current parish house, hence the portrait.
It was resolved at the January 1945 Vestry Meeting that St. John’s accept the conditions of the will and the
Trust Estate bequeathed to it under the terms of the will of Eugene A. Rumsey, and that permanent tablet be
erected within the church which should read as follows:
Erected in loving memory of
George Augustus Rumsey (Father)
Vestryman from April 18, 1870, Warden from April 20, 1908, to October 3, 1922
Born April 22, 1833, Died October 3, 1922
Cornelia Hannah Rumsey (Mother)
Born July 14, 1839, Died May 25, 1922
Anna Keasbey Rumsey (Sister)
Born Marh 21, 1869, Died June 10, 1912
Evalyn Greene Rumsey (Wife)
Born October 16, 1872, Died April 18, 1925
Eugene Aertsen Rumsey
Born January 23, 1867, Died July 8, 1944,
Whose estate having been added to from the Estates of all those above mentioned, to whom this
tablet is erected as a Memorial, has been left in Trust for the use of this Church in the hope that
it will be ministering the Gospel to the end of the world.
“All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee.”

By 1953 St. John’s was an “endowed” parish, thanks to the generosity of the Rumsey family, and as mentioned
above, the Vestry had begun renovating the church and making necessary repairs to the church and rectory.
There had been only five stained glass windows in the church for about fifty years: the window over the altar
(in the chancel), the two memorial windows given in memory of the Bruna family in 1895, and the two
windows given in memory of members of the Sinnickson family with the last window being placed in 1904.
The other six tall lancets were filled with “quarries” in abstract patterns with the central portion opaque white
patterned in black and the borders green, red and blue.

Having been invited by St. John’s Vestry to present drawings and suggestions for new memorial windows,
Conrad Kolb did so over the next few years. As the window designs were individually approved, and their
location determined by the vestry, he was contracted to proceed with their creation and installation. Mr. & Mrs.
George Rumsey, Jr., offered to pay for two of the windows and suggested St. John’s pay for two. This was
agreed and the work completed, with the first window to adjoin the “Light of the World” window on the Epistle
side of the church. On a visit to St. John’s in April of 1956, Mr. Rumsey asked if the church intended to install
a window in memory of Ella Rumsey…and so they did.
The five “Rumsey Windows” are dedicated as follows:

GOSPEL SIDE

EPISTLE SIDE

Christ in the Temple

Breaking of the Bread

Given to the Glory of God and
In Loving Memory of

Given to the Glory of God and
In Appreciation for the lives of

Carroll Livingston Rumsey
Born May 18, 1874
Died January 11, 1936

George Augustus Rumsey, Jr.
Born January 27, 1871
And his wife

And
Ella Sargeant Smaltz Rumsey
Born June 4, 1878
Died November 21, 1953

This window was approved by
the vestry in July 1957 to be
placed next to the Bruna
memorial window.

Christ Blessing the
Children
Given to the Glory of God and
In Loving Memory of
George Augustus Rumsey, Sr.
Born April 22, 1833
Died October 3, 1922
And
Cornelia Hannah Rumsey
Born July 14, 1839
Died April 18, 1925
And
Anna Keasby Rumsey
Born March 21, 1860
Died June 10, 1912
Given by
Mr. &Mrs. George A. Rumsey Jr .
The Window was installed in
April 1958.

Ida E. B. T Rumsey
Born December 10, 1874
The March 1, 1955 Vestry
meeting approved installation of
this window next to the “Light
of the World” window, at a cost
not to exceed $4100. Installed in
their lifetime, the dates of their
deaths have never been added to
the window.

Christ in the Garden
Given to the Glory of God and
In Loving Memory of
Eugene Aertsen Rumsey
Born January 23, 1867
Died July 8, 1944
And his wife
Evalyn Greene Rumsey
Born October 6, 1872
Died April 18, 1925

Contract was awarded to Kolb &
Martin at their bid of $4250, at
Vestry meeting of May 1, 1956
and window was installed
September 17, 1956.

EPISTLE SIDE
Baptism of Christ
Given to the Glory of God and
In Loving Memory of
Walter Arabin Rumsey
Born February 20, 1863
Died May 16, 1928
And
Margaret Grier Rumsey
Born September 1865
Died November 27, 1946
Given by
Mr &Mrs George A Rumsey Jr.
The Rector presented two paintings
of the Baptism of Christ by John the
Baptist to the vestry at the January
8, 1957 meeting. He reported that
Mr. Kolb had examined the
windows in the church and stated
that the one most in need of
replacement was in the rear of the
Epistle side. Vestry chose the
design depicting Christ standing in the water and the
installation of this window by Kolb and Martin at a cost of
$4500. The Feb. 5, 1957 vestry meeting approved the drawing
by Kolb & Martin and work was begun.

J. Conrad Kolb, the co-proprietor of the company which
manufactured these windows, immigrated to the United
States as a child and trained as a glass-cutter and glass
painter, and eventually went into partnership with
Charles Martin. His three sons, Conrad Jr., John and
Henry, all joined the family business, although John did
not remain in the profession. According to Kolb’s
granddaughter, most of the glass that the firm used to
fabricate his stained-glass windows was imported from
Germany.*
Carroll Livingston and Ella Smaltz Rumsey are buried
in Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia. The large
“rock” gravestone pictured below is centered on the
Rumsey family plot in St. John’s churchyard. The name
“Rumsey” is carved in large letters on the lower left
corner of the stone. Behind it you can see some of the
individual markers, more plainly seen in the picture on
the right below. They are marked with the person’s
name, date of birth and death.
*

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
As you parents of teenagers probably already
know, living in a home with them can sometimes
be very noisy. Today, the noise is not
unreasonable but is unwelcome. I was trying to
make resolutions for the New Year, trying to be
somewhat quiet and contemplative, and then the
children woke up – all four of them. Once awake
of course, the noise began. My dear Ruth can do
her housework and go through her day, and even
interact with the noise-makers, all without
noticing how disruptive their noise can be. I
could not. I tried to pray for patience, but to no
avail. As I was trying to remain calm I started
surfing the internet. I stumbled upon a quote
from Mother Theresa. Now, there was a woman
who knew her stuff! Let me share the quote with
you:
“We need to find God, and he cannot be
found in noise and restlessness. God is the
friend of silence. See how nature - trees,
flowers, grass- grows in silence; see the
stars, the moon and the sun, how they move
in silence... We need silence to be able to
touch souls.”
Mother Teresa

Profound eh? The thought crossed my mind that
I should share the quote and perhaps a thought or
two of my own with these rowdy offspring of
mine. Then I read the internet article a little
further. The good mother had another path for
me to take:

“Peace begins with a smile.”
Mother Teresa

We pray for those who serve
in our military, especially
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army;
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines;
Nick DeMascio, US Army;
Lt. Colonel Peter Larrabee, USAF;
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF;
Sgt. Rob Thomas, US Army;
Captain Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF,

Happy Birthday
01/02 Tammy Peterson
01/14 Eileen Miller
01/16 Joseph Peterson, Jr.
01/16 Mary Beth Chard
01/23 Joseph Peterson, Sr.
01/26 Charles Miller IV
01/26 Diane Wohlrab
01/27 Mary Miller
01/31 Rosie Carroll

Celebrating an Anniversary
01/06/1979

John Jr. and Wendy Laning

_________________________________________

So, I put on my smile and went out
to help my dear Ruth set out
breakfast for the family. Before I
knew it the smile really did give
me peace.
May your new year be full of peace and smiles!
Your friend,
Joel Churchmouse.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING – JANUARY 18TH
The Annual Meeting of St. John’s congregation will
be held on Sunday, January 18th, following
luncheon. St. John’s will provide the meat and the
beverages, and parishioners are asked to bring side
dishes to share. We will be electing three vestry
persons, and three delegates to convention and
convocation. You must be over 16 years of age to
vote.

Christian Symbols
Chi Rho
The Chi Rho is an ancient monogram of Christ. The symbol is composed of the first two
letters of the Greek word for Christ: XPICTOC (pronounced Christos). There are many
variations, but the most common form superimposes the “X” (Chi) on the “P” (Rho).
Although it isn’t considered to be a cross, the Chi Rho invokes Jesus’ crucifixion. The
symbol has been in use for more than 1,600 years. Early Christians used the Chi Rho as a
sign of their faith, and Constantine the Great placed it on his soldiers’ shields.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter – January 2008)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also now on FACEBOOK
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for children AND adults.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, in
the Chapel
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

