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The Rector’s Reflections
Ever anticipate an event? If you remember what that was like, you are beginning to
experience the season of Advent. The season which begins the Ecclesiastical year
begins on the Sunday closest to St. Andrew’s Day, which is November 30th.
Interestingly enough, Advent started right on November 30th this year.
The Season of Advent really anticipates two events: The coming of the King of
Glory at the end of time and the coming of the Christ Child at Christmas. Although
the Christmas story for many of us overshadows the promise of the coming of the
Kingdom, both events are important. One appears on our calendar and occasions
celebrations, decorations and of course presents! The other is not a date certain, but
is a fulfillment of the promise.
Advent then is an anticipatory season which pulls us in two directions – Celebratory
and Anticipatory – all in about four weeks’ time! More than likely our focus will be
on the Celebration of Christmas, and while we are to expect the coming of God’s
Kingdom, I find that the celebration of Christmas opens our hearts and hands to the
needs of others.
As a child I recall the Advent wreath not as a symbol of love, joy, peace and hope,
but as a countdown to a festive holiday that ended with presents, a meal and a family
gathering. It was a hectic but enjoyable time.
Ideally Advent allows us to prepare for the Holy day as well as the Holiday – for the
coming of the Christ of Glory as well as the child born in the manger.
My hope is that you will have a meaningful Advent and a Joyous Christmas.
Blessings,
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Notes:
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
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From The Deacon’s Bench:
By the time you read this, hopefully I am on the mend from my surgery and maybe even back to you in
full swing. I am writing this the day before I go into surgery so that don’t miss the next deadline due to
anesthesia brain.
Last month I wrote to you about the Five Marks of Mission and I asked you to ponder which one of those
marks gets the most of our money, time and energy. I also asked you to think about what changes could
be made to improve addressing all of them. I hope you gave some time and energy to this task.
This month I’d like to look at it a different way, The Three C’s – characteristics around which all activity
can be organized.
The first ‘C’ stands for The Great Commandment – “Teacher which is the greatest commandment in
the Law? Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind….And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself’” (Matt. 23)
The second ‘C’ stands for The Great Compassion – “’When did we see you sick or in prison, and come
to you?’ The King will answer and say to them, ’Truly I say to you to the extent that you did it to one of
these brothers of mine even the least of them you did it to me.’” (Matt. 25)
The third ‘C’ stands for The Great Commission – “’ Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you.’” (Matt. 28)
Our question for this month is: Of the 3 C’s, which do you find the easiest and which most challenging?
What might God be calling us to do differently in our congregation? What is in the way of fully
implementing the three C’s?
Blessings on all of you for a wonderful holiday!
Deacon Sally

PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Lt. Colonel Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David J. Milne, USAF
Sergeant Rob Thomas,
1st Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

OUR CHRISTMAS TREE FAMILY
In past years, St. John’s filled a Christmas tree
with the names of several families whose names
and wish lists were supplied by United Way.
This year, however, we will be helping just one
family, one very large family. The tree will have
tags showing the item desired. You can
purchase the item yourself, or join with someone
else and purchase it together. Deacon Sally will
see that all items are
delivered in time for
Christmas. Questions?
Speak with Deacon Sally.

HANDBELL CONCERTS
Our St John’s Handbell Ringers will present two identical concerts on Saturday, December 6 for the
Salem Yuletide Open House at 1:00 & 2:30 PM. Come hear them and give them your support. They will also
ring the Prelude for the Advent II liturgy on Sunday, December 7 at 10:30. Come early for that service in order
not to miss their playing.
ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
The Choir will lead the annual Service of Nine Lessons & Carols on the Fourth Sunday of Advent,
December 21, at 10:30 AM. This service is always impressive and inspiring. Invite your friends to come with
you that morning to celebrate with us and experience the “best Church Choir in two counties”.
The Choir will also lead the music for BOTH Christmas Eve Services of Holy Eucharist: 5:00 PM and
10:30 PM. But this year, for logistical reasons while we are in the Chapel of the Holy Innocents, there will be
no extended Pre-Service Musical Offering by the Choir and Bells.
Choir Singers & Handbell Ringers (and significant others) should begin to contemplate an appropriate
date and time for our annual “Post-Holy Day” party. We’ll talk among ourselves….
SPECIAL MUSIC FUNDS
We have two special funds to support our music programs outside the regular budget. There is a special
Organ Fund for which envelops are provided in the pledge envelop box. This fund accumulates in order to
relieve emergency repairs and major additions or changes to our magnificent pipe organ which is by far the
finest in Salem County. There is also a Special Music Fund intended for instrumentalists and guest singers for
special musical services. This latter fund has been depleted significantly this year, and we will be celebrating
our return to the main church in January or February and especially Easter (with brass) in early April. Please
consider this Special Music Fund when giving gifts over and above your regular pledge. Write “Music Fund”
in the memo line of your check or on your envelop.
INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you did not participate last season, but are interested in joining one or both of these ensembles, please
contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. We still have openings for bell ringers (that’s why Bill
Clisham has had to both play and conduct for recent performances.) And there is always room for more singers
in the St. John’s Choir. Auditions are not required, but a “get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for placement
and planning purposes. See the back of the service bulletin for contact information, or come to the organ
console and introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

Our Wonderful Windows
By Rosie Carroll
This month’s wonderful window is indeed
wonderful and keeps its history a mystery. It was
given in memory of Elizabeth Jacobs Sinnickson
and overlooks her grave in the churchyard.
She was born in Salem on January 30, 1861, the
daughter of Andrew and Louisa (Booth)
Sinnickson and named for her grandmother
(Andrew’s mother) Elizabeth Jacobs. She was
called “Bessie” by
her family and
friends, and is
listed as such in the
parish records. She was confirmed on May 7, 1877, by Bishop Scarborough. The
1880 Federal Census also gives her name as “Bessie.”.
Her father, Andrew Sinnickson, was the brother of Charles Sinnickson for whom
the chancel window was placed in 1881. There was one other brother, John J.
Sinnickson, who mentions Bessie in his will as follows:

That brings up another mystery: As Bessie died in 1886, and Uncle John’s will
was not ordered for probate until January 1889, who got the watch?
Several histories of Salem and other genealogical records state she was a
“…talented and well-educated young lady with a future of brilliant promise…”.
According to the parish register, Bessie died July 12, 1886, and was buried on
July 15th. Her cause of death was given as “consumption.”
The mystery of who made the window, when it was installed and who gave it
can only be guessed at. I like to think her parents gave the window, sometime
between 1886 and 1902 (her father died in 1902), and I feel that it could have
been made by Tiffany Studios, as was the window next to it which was given by
her aunt in 1904, in memory of her cousin. Just the style and look of it makes
me think of Tiffany. Until documentation can be found, daydreams are all we
have. What if it was a heartbroken “gentleman caller” who gave the window in
her honor? Or what if….?
Next month the story of “The Rumsey Windows” will begin. Until then, stop by
Bessie’s marker and say a prayer not only for the peace of her soul, but for clues
to the unanswered questions of her window.

HEALTH FAIR – DEC. 12th.
The starting time for the Dec. 12 New Jersey
State TRIAD University and Health Fair to be
held at the Salem County Vo-tech in Mannington
has been changed. The new times are: 3:45 to 4
p.m. Guests arrive and are escorted to multipurpose room; 4:15 p.m. Welcome from Sheriff
Chuck Miller and Freeholder Director Julie Acton;
4:30 to 5:30 p.m., Keynote speaker Trudy Gregorie
discusses elder abuse; 5:30 to 7 p.m., Buffet dinner
and access to health fair. Those planning on
attending must RSVP by calling Investigator II
Ralph Law at 856-935-7510 Ext.8396 or Sheriff's
Officer Keith Zilinski at 856-935-7510 Ext.8378. If
there is no answer, a message left will suffice as an
RSVP.
__________________________________________

DAR WREATH PROJECT
The deadline is approaching to
help the Oak Tree Chapter of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution with its Wreaths
Across America project to
decorate all of the soldiers' graves
at Finn's Point National Cemetery
on Saturday, Dec 13. The Pennsville ceremony will
be part of the simultaneous laying of wreaths on the
graves of veterans at locations around the world.
Individual contributions of $30 will sponsor three of
the balsam wreaths while $15 will sponsor one
wreath. To be a sponsor wreaths, send a check
before Nov. 25 payable to Wreaths Across America,
in care of Helen Fite Petrin, Esq., Chaplain,
Daughters of the American Revolution, 51 Market
St., Salem, NJ 08079, or call 856-935-4950 or 856935-2675 for information.
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Chardana Sweeney
Jennifer K. Frieze
Wyatt A. Irvine
Aryanna Kernan
Jeanette Finney
Aud Hamilton
Andrew Irvine

WOMEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 13, 2014
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
First Presbyterian Church Hall
Theme: “In Heavenly Peace”
Come, bring a friend [or more]. Join us as we
excitedly await the birth of our Savior with
Christian fellowship, delicious food, and thoughtful
teaching

Dear Friends at St. John’s and beyond:
It is getting a bit noisy in my home, and there have been days when I
escape to your good Fr. Steve’s office for a bit of grown-up
conversation and oftentimes for just some quiet time alone. I’m sure
I do not know how their mother does it but my dear Ruth seems to
always be calm and in control!
As you may know, mice grow up faster than you humans do, and I was thinking it might be
about time for Ruth and I to be teaching our brood what Christmas means – besides of
course Santa Claus. Fr. Steve recommended several books written for children that explain
the scripture in language young ones can understand, and not just the Christmas story,
other Bible stories as well. I chose a few of the books and decided these would be their
bedtime stories for a while, and besides, I liked them too. Reading the stories made me
think of my growing up and my mother reading them to me. It is very odd to think that
now I am the one making the memories for my children! They are a rowdy bunch and into
everything but I realize now that someday I will miss the ruckus
and so plan to enjoy it to the fullest now. Ruth mentioned to
me the other day that she noticed some of the packages she had
wrapped and hid had been opened and re-wrapped rather
sloppily thereby giving away the identity of the perpetrators.
We decided to just let the infraction pass as we had both done
the same thing when we were young. Things will be hidden better in the future!
I was looking forward to reading the Children’s Bible to my little ones, and I was reminded
of another book my mother read to me. It was by Dr. Seuss and went something like this:
“And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold in the snow,
stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be so?
It came without ribbons. It came without tags.
It came without packages, boxes or bags.
And he puzzled and puzzled 'till his puzzler was sore.
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before.
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store.
What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more!”
― Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!

Ruth and I and all the family (Helen, Kate, Amos and Frances) wish you and yours a very
Joyful Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year!
Joel Churchmouse

+Christian Symbol+
Cedar Tree
A species of evergreen used to decorate for Christmas, the tall cedar tree
symbolizes Christ's majesty year-round. Cedars of Lebanon, which have grown to
130 feet, were known to Old Testament people. "The trees of the LORD are well
watered, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted" (Psalm 104:16, NIV). David's
palace and both Solomon's palace and temple were built of cedar wood. The word
cedar is found 75 times in the Bible. Due to its evergreen nature and longevity,
this tree is associated with eternal life and thus sometimes used in cemetery
landscaping.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter – Nov. 2014)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also now on FACEBOOK
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule




CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: 5 P.M. AND 10:30 P.M.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for children AND adults.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, in
the Chapel
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel
CHRISTMAS DAY 10 A.M. (NO MUSIC)

