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The Rector’s Reflections
“I sing a song of the Saints of God…” When I was a grade-schooler, I
spent a lot of time reading about the lives of the saints, sometimes, at the
expense of my other class work. I really wanted to be one. There were so
many – about 35 by my count . They came from everywhere. Some
were rich, some were poor, there were Kings and Queens, and of course
a lot of clergy! I always wondered whether these holy people were
cognizant of their saintliness, or whether they would be as surprised as
either you or I to be considered “holy.” I think, however, that it is good to remember that saints
for the most part were real people – subject to the same temptations and shortcomings that
plague the rest of us.
For me, the great attraction of the Feast of All Saints is that it honors the myriad of unsung
examples of people trying to be faithful, who impacted the lives around them for the better –
“…and I mean to be one too!”
The other holiday that “bookends” All Saints is Thanksgiving Day. It is the gateway to “the
Holidays.” It is a time of increased activity. We are invited to shop to our heart’s content. But it
is also a time of increased awareness as to the needs of the poor. There are people that are
hungry, homeless and destitute year around, but at this time of year we are moved to act so that
the holidays, even for the poor, might provide a reason to celebrate.
The act of giving thanks is more than simply celebrating our individual circumstance. It also
involves making a difference in the lives of others. Maybe the calendar makers inadvertantly
got it right by making a connection between the life of a “saint” and the spirit of thanksgiving.
At the heart of it all is the desire to make a difference in the life of another.
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Blessed to be a Blessing

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
NOTE: Church office
hours may vary –
Please phone ahead.

2

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am
Christian Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
ECW Meeting
Daylight Savings Ends

3

9

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am Christian
Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
Vestry Meeting
Shoebox Deadline

10

16

17

8 am H.E. Rite I

9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am Christian
Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
4 pm Evensong

23

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am Christian
Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
3 pm – Community
Thanksgiving – 1st
Presbyterian Church
Christ the King Sun.

30

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am
Christian Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
Advent I

24

All Saints’
Day

4

5

6

9-11 IAC
9-Noon Quilters
Noon-2 pm Food
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:45 - 8pm
Handbell Practice

9:30 1pm
CIACC
Noon Eucharist
12:30-2 YSC
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

11

7

9-1 pm
Kitchen in
use

Veteran’s Day 12
9-Noon Quilters
Noon Eucharist
Noon-2 pm Food 8 pm AA
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:45 - 8pm
Handbell Practice

13

18

19

20

21

9-Noon Quilters
Noon-2 pm Food
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:45 - 8pm
Handbell Practice

Noon Eucharist
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Noon-9
Yuletide
Tour
Party

25

26

27

28

9-Noon Quilters
Noon-2 pm Food
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:45 - 8pm
Handbell Practice

Noon Eucharist
8 pm AA

14

5-6 pm Yoga
6 pm Dinner
Fellowship

THANKSGIVING
DAY

8

15
9-1 pm
Kitchen in
use

22

29

Notes:

CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
IAC – Interagency Council
NGA: Needlework Guild

From the Deacon’s Bench
On Wednesday evening, October 15th, Ann and
George Neff and I attended the Woodbury
Convocation meeting held at St Peter’s
Clarksboro. It was a very interesting meeting
led by our Bishop, Chip Stokes and facilitated
by our new Canon for Mission, Rev. Dr. Rob
Droste. Other Diocesan Employees were
present including Canon to the Ordinary, Rev.
John Sosnowski, Canon Phyllis Jones, Chief
Financial Officer, Canon Cecilia Alvarez,
transition ministry and clergy development,
Jonathan Elliot, Communications Director, and
Ms. Mary Ann Rhoads, Executive Assistant to
the Bishop. Many but not all of our Woodbury
Convocation Churches were in attendance.
Notably missing from Salem County was St.
Georges, Pennsville and St. Luke’s,
Woodstown.
The Bishop revisited the expectations this
Diocese charged him with at the time of his
election. Our Diocese was clear with the
expectation that he will lead us in change,
making decisions regarding the viability and
mission of the churches within our diocese. To
date, he has spent most of his first year out
visiting multiple churches, in fact many in the
Woodbury Convocation, and is listening and
observing what we do and who we are. The
facts are startling. To be a viable selfsustaining parish, the average income must be at
least $150,000 which he felt is low and perhaps
should be $200,000. Almost every church in
the Woodbury Convocation falls at or below
this level. Several parishes in our convocation
are at ‘mission’ level which means they must be
supported by the diocese in order to continue to
exist.
Second, Canon Droste introduced us to an
exercise in defining the words Mission,
Missions and Missional. Not as easy as it
sounds because each one of these words is
interpreted in many ways. At some point I hope
to conduct the same exercise here at St. John’s.

This is the start of our diocesan wide education
process called ‘Clarifying Mission’. There will
be many more aspects to this, including a
Special Lenten Series. Canon Droste
challenged each congregation to clarify what
our mission is and to be clear about why we
exist. This is not an easy challenge nor one that
we can accomplish overnight but one that we
will engage in over the next several months.
For the next few months, I will focus my news
letter entry on one of five questions for
reflection. I hope that they stimulate comments,
dialogue, maybe even ruffle some feathers
(please don’t get too mad at me). I hope we ask
ourselves hard questions about who we are and
what Christ is calling us to be at St. John’s
Episcopal Church on Market St. in Salem, NJ.
Last year I offered a series of reflections on The
Five Marks of Mission. To refresh your
memory, they are:
1. To proclaim the Good News of the
Kingdom
2. To teach, baptize and nurture new
believers
3. To respond to human need by loving
service
4. To seek to transform unjust structures of
society
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation and sustain and renew the life of
the earth
So, our first question for reflection is:
Of the Five Marks of Mission, which
gets the most money, time and energy in your
congregation? Which one gets the least? Do you
think this allocation reflects what God wants for
your congregation? If not, what changes could
be made to improve this mix?
Deacon Sally

PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Lt. Colonel Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF
Sergeant Rob Thomas,
1st Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

11/01
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/04
11/06
11/08
11/12
11/18
11/23

Cassandra Moore
Andrew Irvine
Amy Schwarz
Craig Schwarz
Sydney Gabrielle Lavine
Zachary Jaeger
John Laning III
Henry James Hollenweger
Earle Robinson
Rob Runkle

_

During November our worship services will
continue to be held in the Chapel as our
church building remains under repair.



CHORAL EVENSONG
The Choir of St. John’s will sing the first of three scheduled special Choral Evensongs on Sunday,
November 16, 2014 at 4:00 PM in the Chapel. Evensong is a beautiful contemplative service of music,
scripture, and prayers with ancient roots in the Anglican Church. This will be quite an intimate occasion in the
Chapel rather than the main church building. The choir of volunteer and professional singers, under the
direction of William Clisham, Minister of Music, and assisted by organist Joanne Owen, Minister of Music
Emerita, will offer appropriate music, including a new set of Preces and Responses by Bill Clisham, a first
performance at St. John’s of the Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in F by Arthur Herbert Brewer, a Psalm setting by
Joseph Barnby, and Anthems by Jean Berger and Raymond Weidner. Please come and invite all your friends
for this very special service.
INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you did not participate last season, but are interested in joining either ths St. John’s Handbell Ringers
or the Choir, please contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. We still have openings for four bell
ringers. And there is always room for more singers in the St. John’s Choir. Auditions are not required, but a
“get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for placement and planning purposes. If you know of someone who
might fit the bill, please have them contact Bill Clisham. See the back of the service bulletin for contact
information, or come to the organ console and introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

The Salem Area Ministerium will hold its annual
Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, Nov. 23, 3 p.m. at
First Presbyterian Church in Salem. You are asked
to bring nonperishable cans/packages of food which
will be given to the Salvation Army Food Pantry.

St. John’s is once again participating in the
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child. Pick
up your plastic “shoebox” in the Parish House and
return it by November 9th. Our ECW will then write
one check for the $7 per box shipping cost and the
boxes will be delivered to the drop off location..
Instructions are provided with the box. Please try to
keep the total content cost to around $20 so the
boxes are more or less equal.

Sanctuary Repair Work Continues
As many of you know, St. John's was constructed around 1830, and designed by the prominent
architect William Strickland of Philadelphia. It has recently come to light, by sleuthing through
ancient vestry meeting minutes, that the actual interior plaster was not done until the mid 1840s.
In recent years, numerous cracks had appeared and some areas that appeared loose and perhaps
on the verge of falling. For this reason, the Vestry voted to bring in Richard Ortega, a structural
engineer who focuses on historic buildings. Through investigation, it was discovered that there
were numerous areas throughout the sanctuary where plaster had delaminated either from the
lath or in some cases, the lath had detached itself from the underpinning to the walls
themselves.
Based upon Mr. Ortega's detailed report to the Vestry, the decision was made to undertake the
task of re-plastering the sanctuary walls at whatever level was required. This has not been a
small task. Everything that was reasonably movable has been taken from the building and the
organ was been dismantled and/or secured. Those things that remained have been covered in
plastic. For about six weeks, scaffolding has been set up and slowly moved around the room as
repairs have been made from the wainscoting to the ceiling.
The job has provided some interesting insight into the evolution of the space over its almost 185
year history. The original plaster surface of the interior was scored to resemble ashlar blocks of
stone and a small area of this early finish will be left visible in the rear of the sanctuary.
Evidence was also clear that the room originally had a flat ceiling, probably plastered. This
ceiling may have been in place into the twentieth century when the current wood, cambered
ceiling was installed.
With the plaster work in its final stages, the next phase may be the longest, as the plaster has to
cure before it can be painted. It had been hoped that worship services might begin by Christmas
but that is not likely. Currently discussions are ongoing regarding painting contractors and we
are optimistic that we will celebrate Easter in our beautiful sanctuary.

GETTING READY TO
WORK

GETTING BUSY AND WHAT WAS FOUND

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
It is a cold and rainy day and I am sad. I
am sad because a human being who was a
good friend to me and to my family has
gone to his reward and has left us
mourning his passing. I speak of course of
“Mr. Ed.” Next to your good Father Steve,
he was the best human being I have
known. He always made sure we had
enough straw, that there was a pathway
from our home to the human’s buildings,
and if there was an emergency, he was
there to help without waiting to be asked.
He was a friend to all animals.
Threaston E. (Ed) Warren was my friend
and I will miss him very much. I tried to
explain his passing to my children, but
they cannot grasp the concept
of here one minute and not
the next. They are too young.
My little Helen brought
flowers to cheer me up; Kate
and Frances thought I
would feel better if I ate
something yummy, and
my dear Ruth tried to
console me too, but to
no avail. I am sad. My son, Amos, said I
should go to Fr. Steve and ask what should
be done to make me feel better. So we
did. Fr. Steve said it is okay to be sad for a
time, to mourn the loss of a good man.
He said I would eventually emerge from
this sadness a better person for having
known Mr. Ed and perhaps I will honor the
memory of him by carrying on with the

good things he did, not just for my species
but for you human beings too. He had
the ability to see beyond himself and his
own needs to do what he could for the
needs of others – all kinds of others. Fr.
Steve told me about a prayer on page 493
of the Book of Common Prayer that says
what I feel. I will pray it for my friend
every day until this sadness goes away and I
can rejoice because I knew him.
“O God of grace and glory, we
remember before you this day our
brother Ed. We thank you for giving
him to us, his family and friends, to
know and to love as a companion on
our earthly pilgrimage. In your
boundless compassion, console us
who mourn. Give us faith to see in
death the gate of eternal life, so that
in quiet confidence we may
continue our course on earth, until
by your call, we are reunited with
those who have gone before,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN.”
Until next month I remain
your friend,
Joel Churchmouse

Note: A Memorial Service for Mr. Warren
is planned for Sunday, November 2, 2014 at
2:00 PM in the First Presbyterian Church of
Salem, 88 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to
FURever Friends, PO Box 14, Pennsville, NJ
08070 or Salem County K-9 Association,
143 Lincoln Dr., Pennsville, NJ 08070.

+Christian Symbols+
Circle
The circle is a symbol for God, as well as for eternity, due to its lack of a
beginning or an end. It also reminds us of how the church year (not unlike
the secular calendar) flows from season to season and moves smoothly
from Christ the King Sunday (the culmination of the liturgical calendar)
to the First Sunday of Advent (a new beginning). Indeed, the One who
rules all is the same One whose first and final comings we anticipate anew during Advent.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter November 2014)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also now on FACEBOOK
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for children AND adults.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, in
the Chapel
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

