THE FORERUNNER
The Newsletter of
St. John’s Episcopal Church

October 2014
The Rector’s Reflections
Welcome to October! This is the time of football, the World Series and
watching the leaves turn into brilliant colors. All Hallows Eve happens
in October and of course I choose the treats I like in case there are any
leftovers.
It seems that we have returned to “normal” with the exception of
worshipping in the chapel while the church is under repair. There is, I
am told, scaffolding up, cracks in the walls are being filled and preparations are being made for
replastering. If the stars align and God is willing, we should be back in the church before
Christmas.
Christian Formation is also up and running. The “Embracing Series” for adults and “Living the
Good News” for children. Our monthly community meals have begun and will continue on the
second Thursday of each month. The food pantry opens each Tuesday from noon to 2 p.m.
Soon we will be collecting small gifts for the Samaritan’s Purse “Shoeboxes” and other
Christmas outreach projects. Even the Diocesan staff has provided programs and trainings on
various ministries as well as other events. It seems as though we are really back from vacation
and into the program year.
I invite you to take part in ministries of service, either on a weekly basis or in single events. We
are a small congregation but we are blessed. Our chapel space is small but we always have
room for a few more pilgrims! See you Sunday!
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

NOTE: Church office
hours may vary –
Please phone ahead.

5 Blessing of Animals
after each service
8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am Christian
Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
ECW Meeting
3 pm Free Symphony
Concert – Pennsville HS

6

7

10 am-3 pm
AAUW card
party &
lunch

Food Pantry
Noon-2 pm

9-11 IAC
9-Noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:45 - 8pm
Handbell Prac

13

14

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am
Christian Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
Vestry Meeting

COLUMBUS
DAY
Family
Promise’s
Taste of South
JerseyRiverview Inn

9-Noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:45 - 8pm
Handbell Prac

19

20

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am
Christian Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am
Christian Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
(costumes permitted)

THURSDAY

1

2

9:30 1pm
CIACC
Noon
Eucharist
12:30-2 YSC
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

8

9

Noon
Eucharist
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga
6 pm Dinner
Fellowship

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

10

11
National Acolyte
Festival – Nat’l
Cathedral
4-8 pm Stewart
family baby
shower

Fr. Steve at Clergy Conference

12

26

WEDNESDAY

27

15

16

17

Noon
Eucharist
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Kitchen in
use

21

22

23

24

9-Noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:45 - 8pm
Handbell Prac

Noon
Eucharist
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

29

30

Noon
Eucharist
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

9-noon IAC

18

Food Pantry
Noon-2 pm

28

Food Pantry
Noon-2 pm

9-Noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:45 - 8pm
Handbell Prac
Food Pantry
Noon-2 pm

25

31

Notes:

CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
IAC – Interagency Council
NGA: Needlework Guild

From the Deacon’s Bench
For some reason that we haven’t figured out yet, I
could not breathe on my own after my surgery.
This meant that I spent about 13 hours on a
ventilator in the ICU. I don’t remember much of it
because they kept me thankfully sedated but when it
was time to remove the tube, I was wide awake and
had to breathe on my own, with the tube down my
throat, for an hour. I know every minute of that
hour. Indeed I think I know every second of every
minute of that hour. It was a very long hour. To
pass the time, I prayed every prayer that I could
from memory, recited every canticle and psalm that
I could, sang every verse of every hymn that I could
think of. I said the Lord’s prayer and I sang the
Lord’s prayer. I even said the prayer of humble
access. Thankfully, the hour passed and the staff
returned and the tube was removed.
This has gotten me thinking about what and how
much scripture and how much of the prayer book I
have actually committed to memory. I was never
good at memorizing things, even as a child. I have
a fantastic, photographic memory. I remember all
sorts of things – usually all it needs is some trigger.
But I don’t feel like I have committed all that much
of important things to memory. I never could
memorize music. It seems odd that, despite playing
the doxology every Sunday for years and years,
there is no way I could sit down at the piano or
organ and just play it. I ALWAYS had to have the
little cardboard backed piece of music in front of
me, at least to start. What I have noticed however,
is that with the music in front of me, I often played
without looking at it. It was a prop more than
anything.
On September 21st we welcomed Amelia into the
Household of God by Baptism. Part of the
Baptismal Covenant is the recitation of the
Apostle’s Creed. This is prompted by asking
questions: Do you believe in God the Father? I
believe in God the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth. I looked around our packed
chapel. Few of the visitors’ lips were moving, few
were participating. But I could hear others
responding. It made me wonder whether these
people had ever heard the Apostle’s Creed, or if
they had forgotten it over the years or were
disinterested in this ancient profession of faith. I

was a little sad that they weren’t trying to
participate.
What did strike me is the value of the format that
this and so many other parts of our worship services
follow. If I say to you, ‘The Lord be with you’
you will respond ‘and also with you’. If I say ‘Go
in peace to love and serve the Lord’ you will
respond ‘Thanks be to God’. You see, these are
prompts that open our muscle memory. I think this
is the answer to my worry that I have never
memorized enough of the Word of God. If
prompted, it all comes out. In my lonely state
awaiting the removal of the breathing tube, I had to
be both versicle and response. I had to trigger my
own muscle memory. But it was there and it served
me well in my hour of need.
When I taught the confirmation class last spring for
St Luke’s and St John’s, I started each session with
Evening Prayer, in the church. I ended each class
with Compline. I wanted the confirmands to
experience the different forms of worship that our
prayer book contains. I love these services just as
much as I love the Eucharist. I grew up in a time
when we didn’t have Holy Communion every week
at every service. I grew up with Morning Prayer on
the 1st and 3rd Sundays. When I was skilled enough
to play the organ for church services, I was tasked
with Morning Prayer and had to play all the
canticles – Venite or Jubilate, Benedictus Es or
Nunc Dimittis or Magnificat. We have lost a lot of
this tradition in The Episcopal Church, thank God
St. John’s continues singing psalms and offering
Evensong.
I will never be able to rattle off appropriate Bible
verses, they just do not pop out but I know that deep
in my brain there is a rich network of prayer and
language to sustain me through hardship. I invite
you to explore your memory and see what you can
say in total. God is good all the time………
Deacon Sally

What's a Christian to do with
Halloween?
These days, children associate Halloween with
trick-or-treating and candy. But centuries ago,
Christians named the night before All Hallows’ Day
(All Saints’ Day) “All Hallows’ Eve.” As the
faithful prepared to remember people who were
entrusted to resurrection life, they adopted various
traditions to poke fun at death.
Around the world, Christians observe Halloween
differently: In Poland, kids pray aloud while
walking through forests to comfort souls of the
dead. In Spain, tolling church bells remind people to
remember the saints. In Finland, so many people
light candles in cemeteries that the observance is
called “seas of light.” Although some Christians
steer clear of Halloween, others use it as an
evangelism opportunity and provide entertainment
alternatives such as harvest parties.

PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Lt. Colonel Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF
Sergeant Rob Thomas,
1st Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

The Parish Register
09/21/2014

Baptism of Amelia Mae Benedetti

She is the daughter of Louis P. Benedetti II and
Jacquelyn Ann Reimel-Benedetti

No matter your views, you can remind children that
though it’s fun to pretend, we can always be
ourselves with God. Whatever our features and
flaws, we need not and cannot hide from God
behind masks. God made us in his holy image and
loves us as his holy — hallowed! — children.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter – October 2014)

Children and
adults are invited
to wear their
Halloween
Costumes on
Sunday, October
26th.

ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
Our Choir Retreat on September 6 was a great success (as was the Happy Hour which followed the
Retreat) … lots of food, lots of fun, lots of music. The choir’s first Choral Eucharist of the 2013-2014 season
was Sunday, September 7. It certainly is good to have the choir back, leading the liturgy. We are preparing
now for a special Choral Evensong (November 16 at 4:00 PM) in addition to our regular Sunday morning
liturgical music. There is always room for an additional singer or two. We are especially in need of a few more
tenors and baritones. But sopranos and altos will not be turned away.
.
HANDBELLS
Our fabulous handbell ensemble, The Salem Ringers, resumed regular rehearsals on Tuesday,
September 16. We are scheduled to play Preludes for the 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist on Sunday, November 16.
You won’t want to miss it. Because of reduced forces (for the time being) we will welcome additional ringers
(high school age & adult) with music reading experience and a willingness to learn a new music skill.
ORGAN (WITHOUT PIPES)
With all of our worship services and rehearsals moved to the Chapel while renovations are being carried
on in the main church, we’ve rented an old “previously owned” Allen Electronic “appliance” from Organ
Technician William Claxton of Lebanon, PA to accompany the musical portions of our liturgies. It is better
than no instrument at all, but it certainly makes those of us involved in making music to the glory of God more
eager than ever to return to the “big” church and the pipe organ.
INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you did not participate last season, but are interested in joining any of St. John ’s music ensembles,
please contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. Auditions are not required, but a “get-acquainted
meeting” is necessary for placement and planning purposes. See the back of the service bulletin for contact
information, or come to the organ console and introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
At St. John’s
Christian Formation (Sunday School/Adult Forum)
has begun and is going well. The adults are
viewing and discussing “Embracing an Alternative
Orthodoxy” with Richard Rohr. So far we have
been challenged by two topics: Atonement theory,
and Eco-Spirituality. This series continues
beginning at 9:30 in the Parish Hall.
The children are using “Living the Good News”. It
is a curriculum that follows the Sunday lectionary
and is filled with challenging ideas and crafts. The
class also begins at 9:30 upstairs in the Parish
House.

During October our worship services will
continue to be held in the Chapel as our
church building remains under repair.

October 5th in the parish house yard
following both church services, there will be
a blessing of the animals. Please have your
pet leashed or in a container to avoid any
injuries to pet or people.

QUILTS TAKE A
ROAD-TRIP
28 of the quilts made for
delivery to Ronald
McDonald House in
Camden, took a short
road trip on Sept. 3rd to Merion Gardens in Carneys
Point. Gail Boyd, who chairs the quilting group,
had been invited to display the quilts for the
residents. Ruth Patrick and Mary Anne Clisham
joined Gail and the quilts in sharing a delightful
afternoon with everyone there. The quilts will
make their trip to Camden following St. John’s
Annual Meeting in January.
Anyone (male or female, teen or adult) is invited to
join the quilters who meet at 9 a.m. to noon,
Tuesday mornings. Ability to sew is not a
requirement – if you can trace a pattern onto paper
and cut it out, there is a job for you! Of course,
those who sew are also welcome. Speak to Gail
Boyd on Sunday, or just show up on Tuesday.

Thoughts from a wannabe usher…
A few weeks ago, during the 10:30 am service, I made
an impassioned plea for people to serve as ushers.
Unfortunately, there were many of the congregation
who were not in church that day. So, to recap for the
ones who were in attendance, and to offer these
thoughts anew to those who were not, I would like to
remind you of the importance of the usher.

10/01
10/01
10/05
10/08
10/10
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/18
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/28
10/28
10/29
10/31

Betty Chrustowski
Gayle Irvine
Aden Dunfee
Wyatt Richard Frieze
Trudy Glaspey Koston
Gwen Hasheian Norton
Wendy Laning
Doug VanSant, Sr
Nate Gable
Gail Boyd
John Ensslen
Elizabeth Acton Irvine
Ann Neff
Jim Acton
Theresa VanSant
Lauren Marie Frieze
Christiana Sparks Battiato

10/16 Richard and Juliana Frieze
10/28 Jim and Elva Paras

This person not only collects the offering and invites
people to the communion rail, both of which are very
important things to be doing. Perhaps the most
important responsibility of the usher is to greet the
worshippers as they come to the door. I think we all
want St. John’s to be known as a welcoming place by
everyone who comes, whether that person is attending
for the first time, the tenth time, or whether that
person has been attending for his or her entire life.
The usher is the first person a congregant sees when
coming to church. Being greeted with a smile can
make all the difference in a person’s appraisal of the
church.
I love ushering. I love being able to say hello to folks
when they come into worship. Bill and I filled in
during the summer when we were in attendance. Now
that the choir is back in session, I can’t sing in the
choir and usher at the same time. So, I’m counting
on the rest of you to volunteer to usher. It’s an easy
job. There’s very little training involved, but if you
would like some, we can provide it.
All you have to do is put on a welcoming smile, offer
worship bulletins to the people coming in the door,
and make sure they have a place to sit. At the
offering, it’s a simple thing to collect the offering and
bring it forward as the doxology is sung. And, at
communion, you have the privilege of inviting people
to share in the feast at the Lord’s table. That’s it in a
nutshell.
Won’t you consider volunteering to share in this very
important ministry to our church? If so, please give
your name to the church office. I’ll be glad to work
with you and answer any questions you might have.
We want St. John’s to be a welcoming, nurturing
place. You can help to make that happen! And
remember… You don’t have to be perfect, you just
have to be there!
Blessings to all of you!
Mary Anne Clisham

The First St. John’s
While searching the internet for information
concerning St. John’s Wonderful Windows and the
families they came from, the following poem was
discovered. It was written in 1847,(ten years after
our current building was in use) by Anne Walter
Maylin of Salem, and included in her book called
“Lays of Many Hours,” published by H. Hooker of
Philadelphia.

Our Wonderful Windows
By Rosie Carroll
Last month I discussed the chancel window – the
one over the altar – which was given by Mrs.
Caroline (Perry) Sinnickson in memory of her
husband, Charles. This month’s window was also
given by Mrs. Sinnickson, and is memory of one of
her sons – Thomas Sinnickson, Jr., 1847-1900.
The window is signed “Tiffany Studios” in the
lower right hand border and
is a reproduction of
Holman Hunt’s “Light of
the World” painting. It was
presented to St. John’s in
April of 1904.

cost to the church. He also made a contribution of
$50 to the church. I and others have looked for
signs of this repair and cannot find it. There was no
notation in the vestry minutes to indicate exactly
where in the window the hole was made. (Note: Kolb
and Martin Company was later awarded the contract for the
six windows given in memory of members of the Rumsey
family.)

Thomas Sinnickson, Jr.’s obituary (from the
November 29, 1900, Philadelphia Inquirer) gives us
a snapshot of his life.

One of the Tiffany Glass
and Decorating Company’s
advertisements of the day
states in part: “Tiffany
Favrile Glass only is used
in our windows, mosaics
and mosaic inlays. It is
made at our own furnaces,
used solely by us and
cannot be duplicated or
used by others. It differs in
quality, and is superior to
the glass used by other
makers.”
Many people have said that
Christ’s eyes seem to
follow you wherever you
go in the church, and that
even when the church is
darkened his robe glows..
A storm in late October of 1953 caused some
damage to the window and our vestry’s minutes of
November 3, 1953 state: “…before they could take
down the tree near the church…, a large dead limb
was blown from the tree and made a hole in the
memorial window erected in memory of Thomas
Sinnickson, Jr.” The firm of Kolb and Martin were
contracted to repair the damage as they had recently
done work on windows at St. George’s and at St.
John’s. Mr. Kolb offered to repair the window at a
cost of $300, and would also place a storm glass
(from a supply stored in our chapel basement) at the
base of the adjoining memorial window without

St. John’s Parish Register gives his cause of death
as “Bright’s Disease”, or what today would be
called acute and chronic nephritis/kidney disease.
Thomas Sinnickson’s
widow, the former
Frances Forman
Sinnickson, survived
him by 26 years,
dying March 31,
1926. She is buried
in St. John’s
churchyard and
shares a marker with
her husband. Thomas
and Frances had one
child, Alice Margaret,
who married John
Reilly, Jr., of
Philadelphia, at St. John’s on October 24, 1906.

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
Fall is a wonderful time of year! This brisk
air has made me and my Mrs., as well as
the little ones, feel quite perky! My job
has been keeping me fairly busy this past
month what with helping aunt Rosie look
for a signature on the stained glass
windows to helping Mr. Ortega and his
crew gather plaster bits to analyze from the
church walls. I guess it has perked up you
humans too as I am seeing more activity
about the buildings lately which can only
mean good things for me and my family
such as cake and cookie crumbs and bits of
things like fabric and quilt stuffing to
insulate our happy home for the coming
winter.
My dear Ruth has been kept very busy too
with the four little ones, especially that
boy of mine! I think my parents put a
curse on me so that my offspring would
behave as badly as I did so I would
understand the stress I put on the
household as a teenager! Our little Amos
is starting to up the stress way before
becoming a teenager! I was talking about
him and his antics with your good Fr.
Steve and mostly he just chuckled and
nodded his head. For not being a parent
he does sometimes have good advice but
as my family is still quite young, he did
not have much to say this time except to
be sure I support their mother and the
discipline she outlines. He also mumbled
something about “…happy wife means
happy life…” so there we are. Fortunately
Ruth and I generally agree on what form

of discipline is appropriate for the “crime”
and so we avoid contradicting each other
in front of the young ones. Still, this
parenting thing takes some practice and
there have been times I wish someone
could tell me if we are doing the job well
or not. My dear Ruth’s parents live close
by and have been a great help. Perhaps
confidence will come with time. Your
good Fr. Steve had his prayer book open
before I could make my exit, and he
pointed out a prayer for me to learn – on
page 829 in The Book of Common Prayer.
It goes like this:
“Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have
blessed us with the joy and care of children:
Give us calm strength and patient wisdom as
we bring them up, that we may teach them to
love whatever is just and true and good,
following the example of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.”

Those phrases – “…calm strength and
patient wisdom…” have become my
mantra!!! And to everyone I say, Keep
Calm and Carry On!
Until next month I remain your friend,
Joel Churchmouse

Christian Symbol
Altar
This central furnishing in a Christian worship space is usually fairly large, with a
solid front that may be decorated with symbols or words. The flat surface, often
covered with a cloth, is where the Communion elements are prepared and placed,
reminding us of Jesus' sacrifice as the Lamb of God. In some churches, the altar
looks more like a table, with open legwork. We remember that Jesus invites us into
fellowship with God now and to the heavenly banquet for eternity. We place
offerings on the altar to symbolize our sacrificial response to God's redeeming love.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter -October 2014)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also now on FACEBOOK
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for children AND adults.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, in
the Chapel
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

