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The Rector’s Reflections
I have often made use of the phrase, “A Community of Faith.” Some
congregations note the idea of community in their signage, or title, such
as “St. Swithens, an Episcopal Community”, or “Our Savior, a Lutheran
Community”, or “St. Anthony’s, a Roman Catholic Community.” I
wonder if the term “community” is a more fitting description of who we
are.
The term “parish” always seemed to me to denote a geographical location or a group of
buildings. Whereas “community” seemed to denote a gathering of people. Certainly “parish” is
the more common Episcopal usage, but its roots are geographical .
We live in a number of communities. These past few weeks have allowed me to reconnect with
family, college classmates, and friends from an even earlier life. All of them are a part of the
mosaiac that makes up my understanding of “community” – a mixture of people, places, events
and time.
As we begin a new program year with Christian Formation, Choir, Acolytes, Altar Guild and
other various ministries, I want to suggest that it is the community of St. John’s that connects us
to each other, and to the City of Salem, and to the Diocese of New Jersey, and perhaps some
other un-named sources of community.
Each of us has a stake in, and is important to, St. John’s, Salem. We are most certainly a
community of faithful people. We are an Episcopal Community. We are more than a
geographical location or a collection of buildings, historic though they might be. Sometimes it
takes being away from all that we take for granted to understand what is important. It is good to
be reconnected to this community of St. John’s in Salem, and its people, an Episcopal
community, a community of faith.
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

NOTE: Church office
hours may vary –
Please phone ahead.
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LABOR
DAY

9-Noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA

9:30 Noon
CIACC
Noon Eucharist
12:30-2 YSC
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

FRIDAY

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Food Pantry distrib. Noon-2 p.m.

7

8

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
GRANDPARENTS DAY

14

9

10

11

9-Noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA

Noon Eucharist
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

SATURDAY

9 –11 am
Women’s
Ministries Fall
Breakfast at 1st
Presby.
9:30 am – 5pm:
Choir Retreat –
St. John’s

PATRIOT
DAY

Food Pantry distrib. Noon-2 p.m.

15

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am
Christian Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour

16

17

18

9-Noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:30 - 8pm
Handbell Prac.

Noon Eucharist
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga
6 pm Dinner
Fellowship

Food Pantry distrib. Noon-2 p.m.

21

22

8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am
Christian Formation
10:30 am Holy
Baptism and HE -IIFellowship Hour

28
8 am H.E. Rite I
9 am Choir Rehearsal
9:30-10:15 am
Christian Formation
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour

23

24

25

9-Noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:30 - 8pm
Handbell Prac.

Noon Eucharist
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

AUTUMN
BEGINS
Food Pantry distrib. Noon-2 p.m.

29

30
9-Noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA
6:30 - 8pm
Handbell Prac.
Food Pantry distrib.
Noon-2 p.m.

Notes:

CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
IAC – Interagency Council
NGA: Needlework Guild

From the Deacon’s Bench
Wow! Summer has sure flown by fast for me and I
cannot believe that Labor Day is upon us and Fall is
close behind! I hope everyone had opportunities to
rest, relax and enjoy what turned out to be a milderthan-usual summer. I know our pool was used over
and over again by grandkids and nieces for birthday
parties and just plain fun! All of my bedding plants
are getting long and leggy, signaling ‘the end’ of
their growing and blooming. Our vegetable garden
was hit or miss this year. We had more zucchini out
of two plants than I can ever remember. We have
chopped, shredded, eaten and given away
something like 70 zucchinis. We also had some
nice cucumbers and an adequate amount of eating
tomatoes. Green Beans, which are usually
abundant, were less full and my potatoes, sadly,
nonexistent. Something ate them. In fact my
stepdaughter got stung by many bees as she was
digging into one of the potato mounds. Over the
weekend, I put up 28 jelly jars of concord grape
jelly from a 50+ year old grape arbor that keeps
giving us beautiful fruit. I have a big chest freezer
and most vegetables get blanched and frozen for the
winter. I am grateful that I live on a small farm and
can grow some of my own produce for the coming
months. I also know that I have enough income that
whatever didn’t grow, I can purchase at the local
grocery store.
So, it has been weighing heavily on my mind for
some time now about how St. John’s seems to have
been called to help others obtain FOOD. We have a
wonderful food pantry, staffed lovingly by so many
parishioners and stocked through the generosity of
both people and outreach. We do make a huge
impact on the lives of some Salem City residents by
offering this food pantry. We fed several families
all winter last year with our once a month dinner
fellowship. This started out to be an opportunity to
develop a youth group and it turned into so much
more. I have spoken to some of those involved and
we will hold our first Dinner Fellowship on
Thursday, September 18th. And we sumptuously
fed the attendees at our vacation bible school.
I am also exploring with the appropriate county
organizations being a site for the summer lunch
program. We missed that opportunity this past

summer but they know we are willing to be
considered for the summer of 2015. I will keep you
informed as we know.
I’m open for suggestions – what else can we do to
supplement and provide nutrition to our less
fortunate neighbors? How can we feed, both
physically and spiritually, those around us.
Deacon Sally

PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF
Sergeant Rob Thomas,
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

09/02
09/11
09/23
09/25
09/27

Lisa Sparks Berodin
Kasey Laning
Father Steve
Jean Miller
Avery Frieze Dunfee

09/26 Jim and Helen Acton
09/13 Louis (Joe) and Carla Buck

START-UP THE NEW SEASON!
ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
(High School – Adults)
Our first gathering will be a one-day Retreat … a combination “fellowship” (including food and drink),
rehearsal of music for the early fall, and an overview of some larger endeavors to transpire during the year.
That “Retreat” will take place on Saturday, September 6, at the church. It will begin at 9:30 AM and continuing
until 5:00 PM. Light breakfast and a lunch will be provided and folders will be awaiting you. Please bring
your own beverage and a small dessert to share.
The choir’s first Choral Eucharist of the 2013-2014 season will be Sunday, September 7 … warm-up
rehearsal at 9:00 AM, followed by the Liturgy at 10:30. Our anthem that day will be Draw Us in the Spirit’s
Tether by Harold Friedell. There will also be the hymns, a Psalm, and other service music to rehearse and lead.
The new season will be another challenging and exciting one. There will be THREE Evensong
Services: November 16, March 1, and June 7. There will be Lessons & Carols in place of the Sunday Eucharist
on Advent IV, Sunday, December 21. On Christmas Eve we will sing another group of great pieces
appropriate for the season prior to the 10:30 Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist. We will sing special liturgies
on Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Saturday Easter Vigil—which has been
a great success in recent years—and, of course, Easter Sunday (with brass). There will be a few challenging
and beautiful new anthems; and, as always, there will be many old chestnuts.
THE SALEM RINGERS
Our fabulous handbell ensemble will resume regular rehearsals on Tuesday, September 16, 2013, 6:30 –
8:00 PM. This amazing group of people has dedicated themselves to meet, learn, and rehearse regularly at a
very high level of musicianship. We are scheduled to perform during the 10:30 AM Sunday Eucharist several
times throughout the year, and for Christmas Eve on December 24, and for the Salem Yuletide Open-house
Tours on December 6. This fall we will be rehearsing in the Chapel while renovations are under way in the
main church.
INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
The following invitations were submitted to the South Jersey Times for inclusion on the Friday
“Religion Notes” page during the month of August. (An abbreviated version was printed on August 15.) If you
know of someone who might be interested, please show this to them.
VOLUNTEER CHOIR SINGERS INVITATION

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 76 Market Street, Salem, NJ (at the corner of Market & Grant) extends a
cordial invitation to volunteer Choir singers who are not committed to another Church Choir to join us in
September, when our new choir season (2014-2015) begins. The first Choral Eucharist of the new season will
be September 7, 2014. St. John’s parish is accustomed to excellent classical/traditional choral music, in
superior (rather than mediocre) performances, within the frame-work of well-crafted worship services, where
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE….

CONTINUATION OF “From the Minister of Music”:
the integrity of music with word and sacrament is paramount. Choir members enjoy musical, spiritual and
intellectual stimulation in a congenial and collegial atmosphere under experienced, artistic, and good-humored
leadership. St. John‘s Church also is home to the finest pipe organ in Salem County which is used regularly as
a vehicle for musical prayers at the 10:30 service of Holy Eucharist. This autumn we will be worshiping in the
Chapel while the main church is being renovated. The choir rehearses weekly during the choir season at 9:00
AM on Sunday mornings, prior to the 10:30 Choral Eucharist. If you are interested, we invite you to come visit
us soon, and be sure to speak with Bill Clisham, Minister of Music/Organist, after the Organ Postlude. For
additional information, or to inquire, you may contact Bill Clisham by e-mail wfclish@aol.com, or you may
leave a phone message at the St. John’s Church office: (856) 935-1798.
VOLUNTEER HANDBELL RINGERS INVITATION
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 76 Market Street, Salem, NJ (at the corner of Market & Grant) extends a cordial
invitation to interested volunteer Handbell Ringers with some ringing experience and music reading ability,
who are not committed to another Church Bell Choir to join us in September, when our new choir season (20142015) begins. Rehearsals are regularly held on Tuesday evenings 6:15 – 8:00 PM. The first Rehearsal of the
new season will be Tuesday, September 16 in the Chapel. St. John’s Handbell Team plays periodically for
worship and for other special events, such as the Salem City Holly Tours. This autumn we will be worshiping
in the Chapel while the main church is being renovated. For additional information, or to inquire, you may
contact Minister of Music, Bill Clisham, by e-mail wfclish@aol.com, or you may leave a phone message at the
St. John’s Church office: (856) 935-1798.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

THANK YOU!
A Thank You letter has been received from the
principal of Salem Middle School and reads as
follows:
Dear Fr. Carroll:
On behalf of the students and faculty of Salem
Middle School, I thank you for the school supplies
you donated on August 13, 2014. We will
distribute the backpacks containing supplies to
various students after we identify students who are
in need.
Thank you and your parishioners for thinking of our
students and recognizing a need in our community.
Yours truly,
Pascale E. DeVilme
Principal

SALEM WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
FALL BREAKFAST
Saturday, Sept. 6th,
from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m., the Salem
Women’s Ministries
will hold their fall
breakfast at First
Presbyterian Church (on Market Street). There will
be good food, sweet fellowship and thoughtful
teaching. Child care will be provided. So, bring a
friend and join in. The theme will be: “How do we
Know?” Call the church (856) 935-2148.

GOOD NEWS IN THE
GARDEN STATE
The Diocese of News Jersey has a new look to its
website! It is easier to navigate and will keep you
up-to-date on happenings all over our South Jersey
Diocese; http://www.dioceseofnj.org/
At the site you can also subscribe to a weekly email
newsletter . Quoting their site: “Every week,
we’re happy to share Good News in the Garden
State with you, our weekly newsletter featuring a
message from Bishop Stokes and news and events
from the Diocese; additionally, we include events
from our 150 churches in New Jersey, and links to
articles around the web with new perspectives and
happenings throughout the Episcopal Church.”

Rutgers University Board of Governors
offers Senior Citizen Audit Program
The Senior Citizen Audit Program was created by
the Rutgers University Boad of Governors to permit
retired New Jersey residents, age 62 or older, to
attend courses on a space-available, non-credit
basis. There are no tuition costs for auditing
courses. The Fall 2014 semester begins on
September 02, 2014.
Information and forms may be downloaded at
http://ucm.rutgers.edu/about/senior-citizen-auditprogram
The schedule of classes is available online at
http://sis.rutgers.edu/soc/

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
At St. John’s
As of this writing, the time is set for Christian
Formation – or Sunday School and Adult Forum –
but the curriculum is not. Please watch your Sunday
Bulletin for more information on classes to begin
September 14th, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. in the parish
house.

During September our worship services will
continue to be held in the Chapel as our
church building remains under repair.

Our Wonderful Windows
By Rosie Carroll

The second wonderful window in this series is the
chancel window – that’s the one over the altar. It
was given in memory of Charles Sinnickson (Nov.
11, 1815-March 7, 1876), by his wife, the former
Caroline Elizabeth Perry, daughter of Charles and
Sarah Hufty Perry.
The 1880’s renovation of the church, with the
addition of the recessed chancel, was paid for by
subscription or what we would call pledges or
promises – a commitment for a specific amount.
These subscriptions were collected in 1879, and it
was at that time that Mrs. Caroline Sinnickson
pledged the chancel window. The renovations were
completed and the first services in the new space
were held at Christmastime 1880. (During
construction the services were held in the Court
House.) Plain glass
or “cathedral glass”
was in place during
those first few
months as the
memorial window
had not yet arrived
from England.
The Trenton State
Gazette of March 4,
1881, stated that the
memorial window
“has at last arrived
from London, and is
being put in place
by an artisan sent
for the purpose by
the manufacturers. It is said to be a splendid piece
of workmanship.” I was not able to find the name
of the company that made the window,* just that it
was made in London, England, and as the Gazette
said, was installed by an artisan from the company.
It depicts Christ’s ascension.
Charles Sinnickson was the third child of Judge
Thomas and Elizabeth (Jacobs) Sinnickson and was
born in Salem. He was baptized at St. John’s in
1825. The following is from The Encyclopedia of
Pennsylvania Biography (Vol.4):
“He was educated in Salem Academy, and later
pursued courses in civil engineering. He rose to
high rank as an engineer, and was so engaged until

1840, holding positions under the United States
government as surveyor of lands for the Cherokee
Reservation, and was connected with the
engineering departments of railroads in Tennessee
and with the Philadelphia, Washington and
Baltimore railroad.
In 1840 he began his activity, later so extensive, as
a coal operator and mine owner, becoming a
member of the firm of Rogers, Sinnickson &
Company. The mines owned by the company were
in the anthracite region of Pennsylvania,
principally in Schuylkill County, the large output
being shipped to many points.”
Charles Sinnickson and Caroline Elizabeth Perry
were wed October 13, 1841, here at St. John’s, with
the Rev. Edward G. Prescott as officiant. They
made their home in Philadelphia and raised two
sons, Charles Perry and Thomas, both of whom
later joined their father in business. Mr. Sinnickson
continued in the coal business until his final
retirement.
The Encyclopedia of
Pennsylvania
Biography further
stated that “His name
was a synonym for
uprightness, and in
all Philadelphia's
commercial world no
man was held in
higher esteem.”
Charles Sinnickson
died March 7th , 1876,
in Philadelphia, with
cause of death given as
“disease of the brain.”
He was 61 years of age.
The funeral took place
on March 10th, at the
home of his brother,
Andrew Sinnickson, Esq., in Salem, NJ , with burial
following in St. John’s churchyard. Mrs.
Sinnickson died December 19, 1905, and is buried
in front of her husband’s monument in St. John’s
churchyard.
*NOTE: Should the name of the window manufacturer
be discovered, it will be shared in a future issue of The
Forerunner.

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
I wrote you last month about the prospect
of fatherhood – it has happened! My dear
Ruth and I are the parents of four little
ones. The blessed event took place last
week with the arrival first of a daughter
whom we named Helen, then another
daughter we named Kate, then my son,
who of course would be named after the
next book in the Bible – Amos! and then
the last one to be born was another
daughter we named Frances. My fine
family and the joy of my life are all healthy
and we are very happy indeed!
Ruth and I had
picked out many
names as we were
not definitely sure
of just how many
offspring we were
expecting. I think four is a nice number to
start with. I’m sure Helen, Kate, Amos
and Fran will keep us busy as we adjust to
our new lifestyle together.
I did have the opportunity to discuss the
naming of my family with your good
Father Steve. He, of course, knew about
the tradition of naming the eldest son
after the next book in the Bible – I am
father of Amos and am named Joel, my
father is Hosea, his father was Daniel, and
his father was Ezekial (or Zeke as he was
known). When Amos has a son many
years from now, I hope he will continue
the tradition and name him Obadiah – I
expect we could call him Obie and Obie’s

son will be Jonah and on and on. That is
what tradition is about – continuing the
ways of our elders and thereby honoring
them.
Father Steve told me that
he always thinks of a
particular Bible verse when
he thinks about names
and their importance. It
is from Isaiah 49:15 and
reads: “See I will not

forget you. I have carved you on the palm
of my hand.”
I told him that with the noise these four
make, one could not possibly forget them!
Until next month I remain your friend,
Joel Churchmouse

Love makes our friends a little dearer.
Joy makes our hearts a little lighter.
Faith makes our paths a little clearer.
Hope makes our lives a little brighter.
Peace brings us all a little nearer.
—Author unknown

+Christian Symbol+
Censer and incense
a censer (or thurible) is a vessel commonly used by eastern orthodox and roman catholic churches,
as well as some protestant ones, to burn incense during worship, often on special occasions.
Censers come in many sizes, shapes and designs. A worship leader may swing a chain censer to
waft the fragrant incense smoke over the congregation during a procession or benediction. As
incense burns in a censer and smoke wafts upward, it symbolizes prayers of the faithful, floating
to god. "may my prayer be set before you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the
evening sacrifice" (Psalm 141:2, NIV).
(from The Newsletter Newsletter -September 2014)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also now on FACEBOOK
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.Christian
Formation
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, in
the Chapel
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

