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The Rector’s Reflections
It has been a busy summer. Usually when we think of Summer in the
church, it is as a sort of “down-time”, when everyone heads out on
vacation and meetings are canceled for a month or two. At St. John’s.
the siren song of vacation is heard throughout the summer season. But,
this year, there were also a number of activities to break the silence. We
finished a rather successful VBS week, with 35+ children and 20+
volunteers. The theme was “Agents of the One True God”, and secret
agents abounded. There was fingerpainting, training in the various ways to tell real things from
counterfit things, and a field trip to the county jail to view the canines and other police work.
Even the meals had secretive names and descriptions. My favorite was the “under-cover-dogs.”
For the next few months, we will be meeting in the Chapel for Sunday worship as the Church is
under repair, replastering and painting. We are trying hard not to make the location an “undercover” operation. It will be a little more intimate and maybe more relaxed. I invite you to come
and check it out.
Even clergy are not immune to the siren song of vacation. Some time off is inforced (see
Deacon Sally’s “Benched Deacon” submission to this
newsletter), and some are planned more or less. Rosie and I
will be off for a couple of weeks ourselves for a trip to
Michigan to visit friends and family.(Aug 14th thru 27th)
I wish you a good rest of the summer. See you in the
Chapel.
Blessings,
Fr. Steve
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CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
IAC – Interagency Council
NGA: Needlework Guild

From the Benched Deacon………
On June 29th at 1:30 in the morning my fast paced,
full life came to a grinding halt. The next few days,
filled with pain and fear, changed this Deacon’s
perspective on life forever. A little more than three
weeks later, I am recuperating at home encouraged
by a gradual very slow return of stamina. This is a
forced hiatus, a mandatory retreat if you will, for
perhaps the first time in many, many years for me.
I cannot work, I cannot be a deacon, heck, I can
barely get up and get dressed. I am still trying to
establish a routine, my new body needs are
awkward and unsettled, my wound slowly healing,
my diet altered dramatically.
I almost died. One more day and I probably would
have been singing in the heavenly choir. That
realization didn’t actually hit me until a few days
after surgery. My thoughts were blurry the first
couple of days from all the medications. When the
reality hit me, it was dramatic; I cried and cried,
thankful that I had been saved. Yet at night I would
have terrible dreams and night terrors and wondered
what kind of a life I was going to live, I was so
profoundly weak and changed.
I heard again and again and again – we’re praying
for you, you’re on the prayer list, rest in the arms of
Jesus, get strong. There was the day of the parade
of clergy – I was still in the ICU and I had four
clergy visit me – Deacon Carmen Viola, Father
Steve, Father Cook and even Bishop Chip! The
wonderful thing about all of this prayer is that I
could feel it – I literally felt the prayers carrying me
like on a pool float, floating through space. Even at
my scariest and lowest points, the verbal and
spiritual encouragement that I received was
palpable. Prayer very much works! I have learned
that everything you can say to someone who is in
need, helps. I am profoundly grateful to everyone
for all the love I have felt.
It will be some time until I am ‘back in the saddle’.
When I am able, I will join you in worship, it feels
good to be among you, my church family.
Meanwhile, God has given me time to reprioritize,
organize, study and plan. I spend a little time each
day trying to accomplish something on the long list
of things that I have put off. I must learn to balance
listening to my body’s needs with keeping my mind

sharp. Little by little, I am becoming more
physically active by walking around my property or
down the road a little. Keep praying for me as I
will continue to pray for all of you.
Deacon Sally

SCHOOL DAYS, SCHOOL DAYS –
BUY A BOOK BAG DAYS
It is hard to believe but it is a
certainty that school will be starting
soon. As we have done for the last
few years, we will be supplying book
bags and school supplies for the
Salem Middle School again this year.
It is important that the quality of the bags and
supplies be consistent. Last year, Deacon Sally hit
upon the idea of buying all the materials needed and
then asking for funds to cover their cost for 30 book
bags filled with supplies. We will attempt to do the
same again this year, and so we are asking for
donations in any amount.
Please make checks payable to St. John’s with a
memo designation of “BOOKBAGS.” The cost for
each bag including supplies works out to $20 per
bag. If you wish to contribute cash, please place it
in an envelope clearly marked “BOOKBAGS” so
funds can be appropriately directed.

FOOD PANTRY
Over the last two weeks we
have had an increase in the
number of people coming to
our food pantry. Last Tuesday, July 22nd, we had to
close early because we completely ran out of food.
We are looking at different ways of filling this need,
such as working with Philabundance or other
suppliers. In the meantime we will continue as we
have with your contributions.
If you would find it easier to contribute money
rather than shopping, the estimated cost of each bag
we dispense is about $5 per bag. If you contribute
by check, please specify “FOOD PANTRY” in the
memo line. There will also be a jar in the parish hall
for donations. If you have questions, please ask Fr.
Steve or Laurie Bailey.

From the Senior Warden
PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY

July was a busy month for all of us .
St Johns VBS just keeps getting bigger and better.
This year saw an even greater number of students
participating, and adult and teen volunteers! We
have also been doubly blessed by a family who
came to VBS one night and now has become
regular participants in our Sunday worship. Every
one who contributed in any way to this ministry
shares in the blessings that have come from it.

Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF
Sergeant Rob Thomas,
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

The Food bank continues to serve the neediest in
our community with regular donations and
volunteer hours from our parishioners. The
gratitude of those receiving the food bags is
touching. I believe we are fulfilling one of our
Lord's most pressing mandates by providing this
ministry.
The move to the chapel got off to a great start this
past Sunday. We are blessed to have such a lovely
setting in which to worship while renovations
continue in the main sanctuary. Attendance was
very good and the music was lovely.
The vestry and the ECW will be taking a break from
their regular meetings in August, but will continue
to be active in the work of the church.
We look forward to training a new acolyte this
summer and we invite anyone else who feels led to
this ministry to contact David Miller to schedule a
training session.
It is good to have Father Steve with us again, and to
have Deacon Sally at church again last Sunday.
Hoping all the best to them both for continued
improvement.
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Warren Bye
Bill Clisham
Danielle Khairzada
Philip Correll
Carol Foulke
Father Joe Moore
Lauren Miller Bowen
Shirley Potter
Joanne Owen
Julie Frieze
Mary Anne Clisham

Hope everyone enjoys the rest of the summer!
Sue Harker
Senior Warden

08/28 Diane and Ron Wohlrab

CHOIR & HANDBELL FALL START-UP SCHEDULE: The St. John’s Choir and the Salem Ringers are
on a summer break from rehearsals and service commitments during July and August. Both groups will resume
their respective ministries of music in September as listed below....
ST JOHN’S CHOIR RETREAT:
Saturday, September 6
9:30 AM – 5:00 PM at the Church. Breakfast & Lunch will be provided in the
Parish Hall. We’ll rehearse (a lot) in the Chapel in order to become acclimated to our temporary situation while
the main church is being renovated. And we’ll take a look at the year’s special events, including Christmas and
Three (3) Evensongs. All choristers are invited to the Director’s home for “happy hour” at the conclusion of the
Retreat.
ST JOHN’S CHOIR FIRST CHORAL EUCHARIST OF THE SEASON:
Sunday, September 7. Warm –up rehearsal at 9:00 AM in the Chapel. Holy Eucharist – Rite II at 10:30 AM.
SALEM RINGERS FIRST HANDBELL REHEARSAL OF THE SEASON:
Tuesday, September 16, 6:45-8:00 PM in the Chapel. While the main church is being renovated and we
rehearse in the Chapel, we will have to completely set up and take down all bell equipment each and every
rehearsal.
OPENINGS: Any person interested in participating in our choir or handbells, or supporting our Ministry of
Music through financial contributions, publicity, or music library computer data entry should contact Bill
Clisham at your earliest convenience. There is a place for you. There are no “audition” requirements for
volunteers. And we give free tune-ups.
NEW ST JOHN’S CHOIR CD: The St; John’s Choir has led liturgies throughout the season in an exemplary
fashion, including numerous “special” events, the most recent being the performance of Mozart’s Missa Brevis
2 in G Major, as part of the Eucharistic liturgy on Trinity Sunday, June 15, 2014, with strings and guest organist
Joanne Owen. The choir did a magnificent job, living up to Father Steve’s claim that St. John’s has “the finest
choir in two counties.” The Trinity Sunday liturgy was recorded, and a CD is available for those who may wish
to make a $10 contribution to the Special Music Fund. You will find a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in
the Parish Hall … or see Bill Clisham at coffee hour.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

St. John’s Wonderful Windows
By Rosie Carroll

In last month’s issue of the Forerunner, I mentioned that there would be a “Windowof-the-Month” column beginning with August’s issue – and so we begin with the
story of my favorite window, or should I say my favorite set of windows. I refer to
the first two on the pulpit side of St. John’s. They are really over-the-top with all the
faceted jewels and brilliant colors. The utilization of faceted jewels was a new
technique which was popular in the 1880’s and ‘90’s and Richard S. Groves of
Philadelphia employed them quite abundantly in these two windows. I think of them
as “the ice cream man’s windows,” and they were both placed in memory of John P.
Bruna and his family, by his wife, in 1895.
John P. Bruna was a very active member of St. John’s and served on the Vestry. He
was also active in the community and invited people to join him on his trips to the
shore, advertising these excursions in the local newspaper. He had a very wellknown ice cream business in Salem, making over 3000 quarts of ice cream per day in
the summer season which was shipped throughout the region including to the “resorts
down the shore.” The John P. Bruna & Co. was one of several large ice cream
manufacturers in Salem in the 1880s, and was located in 192-194 Broadway (now
known as the Griscom House). Mr. Bruna was associated for several years with John
C. Mulford and a few years after this association dissolved,
Joshua Waddington joined the firm. They also extensively
engaged in the manufacture of butter which was known to
be of the highest quality.
One of the Salem Historical Society’s pamphlets includes
an item concerning Washington Hall which was new in 1848. It states in part:
“One of Salem’s many fraternal lodges – Odd Fellows - originally occupied
the fourth floor. In June of 1849, John P. Bruna installed a “range of shower
baths” in Washington Hall for the public to enjoy at 12-1/2 cents each or 10
for $1. This service supplemented his popular Shaving and Hair Cutting
Salon and was the first such amenity in Salem.”
John Bruna died December 26, 1891, from heart disease, and is buried in St. John’s
Cemetery with his wife and children. His ice cream company met a sad ending with
a devastating fire August 11, 1893, which totally destroyed the factory. The New
York Herald of January 1, 1897, ran the following ad:
“The Bruna Ice Cream Company of Salem, N.J., the oldest and most extensive
ice cream factory and creamery in South Jersey, yesterday went into the hands
of W. T. Hilliard, who was appointed receiver by Chancellor McGill. The
plant embraces large factory buildings, six large ice houses and ponds, and
some real estate. The principal owner is W. D. Griscom. The enterprise was
established nearly half a century ago by the late John P. Bruna. The present
plant cost is $15,000. The assets will nearly cover the liabilities.”
(Continues next page….)

CONTINUATION OF ST. JOHN’S WONDERFUL WINDOWS:
Rebecca (Pickett) Bruna had requested permission from St. John’s Vestry to place a window in memory of her
husband. The June 23, 1895, vestry meeting minutes show that a note of thanks was sent to her for the then
recently placed memorial. The July 14, 1895 minutes document the Vestry’s
approval of the placement of a second window by Mrs. Bruna which was in memory
of her children. A note of appreciation was sent to her in December 1895, when the
installation of the second window was completed. Mrs. Bruna herself died
November 1, 1900, and her name was added next to her husband’s on the window,
accounting for the uneven spacing of the dedication. The parish register lists the
cause of her death as “paralysis.”
The eldest of the Bruna children was William who was born about 1840. He had
served in the Union Army during the Civil War with the 40th New Jersey Regiment,
Company G. In November of 1865, he accidentally shot himself in the thigh while
out “ducking” and amputation was felt necessary. He died a week later on
November 21, 1865. Her daughter, Georgiana Garrison, was born June 21, 1849
and died September 1851 (2 years 2 months old). Mary Louisa was born December
21, 1851 died August 3, 1873, at age 22, in the family home after a brief illness.
The family is buried together in St. John’s churchyard.
Both windows were made and installed by Richard S. Groves Co. (formerly Groves & Steil) of Philadelphia.
The July 20, 1895 issue of The Churchman ran the
following announcement.

Groves and Steil Arts Stained Glass Company worked in Philadelphia from 1879 until 1902. Richard Groves,
born April 25, 1839, died June 25, 1919, of chronic nephritis. The cover of R.S. Groves & Steil Stained Glass
catalog (1888) is shown above and you can view the contents of the catalog – including the price list – at The
Hagley Digital Archives:
http://digital.hagley.org/cdm/ref/collection/p268001coll12/id/15630

NOTE: Copies of the Forerunner articles on all the windows, along with copies of primary source documents and
newspaper articles concerning these windows and their families, will be available for viewing on the counter outside the
Church Office. /Rosie Carroll

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
Did you ever see such hustle and bustle
about St. John’s?! Construction in the
church; food pantry gone crazy, and wasn’t
it great to see all those little humans
during the Vacation Bible School week? !
I was very careful not to be seen by them
of course and the quiet that awaited me at
home at the end of the day was always
most welcome.
Now that things at work are more or less
back to normal, my dear Ruth told me
that we will soon need nursery furnishings
in our spare room as
PARENTING is the next
job looming in my nottoo-distant future!
Although she is not yet
sure just how many little
ones we are expecting, she
at least is certain we will
manage – I, however, am
not so confident! I am
also concerned that my
quiet refuge will no longer exist. I’ve seen
how little humans can change the lives and
routines of their parents and I remember
the household I grew up in, and so I will be
entering this new world with some
trepidation.
My dear Ruth is already preparing for what
our new lifestyle will be and is re-arranging
things throughout the house. It seems
mothers, both human and those of my
species, tend to be more confident and

perhaps more capable with parenting than
are fathers. My Ruth assures me she will
guide me through the rough spots.
Your good Fr. Steve had thoughts on the
subject of parenting also when I told him
my news, and we did discuss those at
length the other day. He said he never
actually did any parenting himself but felt
that “uncle-ing” was quite similar – a point
I greatly disagreed with but did not pursue.
He left me with several old sayings,
proverbs, and “deep thoughts “that he felt
may yet have meaning in the 21st century.
I don’t know about that, but I do trust in
God and in my Ruth’s
ability to take on this
challenge. Hey, she’s a
natural – she says she has
been practicing her
mothering skills on me all
this time, and so little ones
will be a piece of cake!
Cake?! Cake?! I forgot to
bring home the cake
crumbs from the parish hall!
I’m off - more later!
Until next month, I remain your rather
flustered friend,
Joel Churchmouse
Proverbs 22:6 New King James Version (NKJV)
Train up a child in the way he should go,
And when he is old he will not depart from
it.

+Christian Symbol+
Burning Bush
In Exodus 3, God speaks to Moses from a bush that is burning but not
consumed. When Moses asks what he should say if the Egyptians questions
who sent him to lead the Israelites out of slavery, God states, "I AM WHO I
AM." Centuries later, when people wonder who Jesus is, his answers hint at
his divinity: "I AM the light of the world; I AM the good shepherd; I AM the
bread of life" and, perhaps most profoundly, "Before Abraham was, I AM"
(John 8:58). On Pentecost, God's Holy Spirit comes upon the apostles as fire. Thus the burning
bush is a powerful symbol of God's presence echoed through time.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter - August 2014)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply leave a
message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
You can also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
And St. John’s is also now on FACEBOOK
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
Christian Formation begins again in
September
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, in
the Chapel
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

