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The Rector’s Reflections
I have spent the past few weeks recovering from multiple surgeries and while the
recovery will be ongoing, I am cleared to return to work at least part-time, beginning
May 11th. I am looking forward to joining everyone once again. I will still be moving
about with caution and care, but have already made progress since the surgeries and
expect that process to continue. I will do my best to be a patient patient.
The events of the past two years have helped me appreciate the power and blessing of
visitors and caregivers, and how important they are to keep us connected to the
various communities of which we are a part.
We are often bombarded by folks preaching the virtues of independence, almost to
the point of equating any kind of dependence as weakness or laziness. Our everyday lives, however, present a
different reality. I have discovered how dependent I am – sometimes more than I would like to admit.
I am most grateful for the help of the hospital and rehab staff who helped me to accomplish the most basic of
tasks, when I could not do so on my own. I have been blessed by the visitations and ministrations of family,
friends and clergy, whose visits kept me connected when it would have been very easy to feel
unconnected, uncared for and alone.
My recent experiences have also served to give me a new understanding about our
relationship with God, and about God’s desire to be present to us, not only in times of
distress, but also in the midst of our everyday lives.
Maybe we need to celebrate our interdependence which is closer to the
reality of our lives. I look forward to being back among you.
Blessings and thanks,
Fr. Steve

From the Senior Warden
Alleluia The Lord Is Risen!
The Lord is risen indeed!
If you were in church this past Easter Sunday, I'm
sure you found it a moving and profound service.
The church was decorated beautifully, the music
was glorious and liturgy timeless and moving. The
church was packed full, with many new and old
friends; and how great to have Father Steve and
Rosie with us again! It was a special time for all,
young and old, with the annual Easter Egg hunt in
full swing as the Alleluia Chorus rang out from the
open door.
After a lent of study and reflection, the services of
Holy week were a meaningful prelude to this
glorious day! We are appreciative of Deacon Sally
and Father David LaQuintano for guiding us
through this time.
As you look around the church, you will have
noticed the ominous cracks appearing in the plaster,
especially around the windows. The vestry has
contracted with Richard Ortega, a historic
preservation expert to supervise the repair of the
walls to preserve our historic building.
The new hours for the food pantry are going well,
with members of the congregation helping out with
this ministry.
As always, your presence is welcome at our vestry
meetings, held on the second Sunday of the month
right after coffee hour. Please come and present
your questions or concerns.
Lastly, if anyone is still in possession of keys or
fobs to the church which they no longer need, we
need them back at your earliest convenience.

THE ACOLYTE GUILD
The Acolyte Guild is in need of new
members. If you are interested in
serving on the altar once a month (or
more), please contact David Miller
(rrdmiller@yahoo.com) as soon as
possible. Training and vestments are
provided. Acolytes can start as young
as 7-8 through adult; male and
female. Please consider serving St.
John's in this very rewarding role.

QUILTERS
Can’t sew? No Problem! If you are an adult who
can trace a pattern on paper and cut it out, if you
can cut thread, or trace a design onto fabric with a
pencil, our quilters have a spot or two for you!
Speak to Gail Boyd on Sunday morning or simply
show up on Tuesday mornings 9 to noon in the
upstairs quilter’s room in the parish house. Men are
welcome too!

LECTORS/LAY READERS
If you would like to read the lessons at the 10:30
a.m. worship services on Sunday, please give the
church office a call. If Marge is
not available, leave a message on
the phone and she will get back to
you. The lector and lay reader also
lead the Prayers of the People in
addition to reading the day’s
lessons. The readings are provided
in advance, and in large typeface.

USHERS AND GREETERS
See you in Church,
Sue Harker,
Senior Warden

As with the above ministries, the ushers and
greeters group is in need of additional participants.
Duties include greeting worshippers at the door,
taking up the offering, and guiding people to the
altar rail at communion. Please leave a message on
the church office phone and you will be contacted
and added to the rotation schedule.
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From the Deacon’s Bench……..
Thank you, thank you, thank you to all the many,
many people that helped to make Lent meaningful
and Easter joyful! We had many activities during
Lent culminating with a very full and spiritual
Holy Week. I know that many people worked
behind the scenes, stepping in when they saw the
need to truly radiate Christ’s love to others. Let
me give you a few examples:
 The church was transformed for Palm Sunday,
then transformed again for Maundy Thursday,
then transformed again for Good Friday and
then gloriously and lovingly decorated for
Easter – Thank you Amy and Austin!
 Sixteen small Resurrection gardens were
constructed and sent home (mostly) with the
children at our April Dinner Youth Fellowship
– did you see the three left in the Parish Hall
by the Bailey children sprout their grass in
time for Easter? Did you know that the
children also made Resurrection Buns ?
Laurie Bailey’s idea and they were fantastic!
While we built the gardens, I turned around
and found that several church men were in the
kitchen cleaning up the dishes and kitchen
from our fabulous dinner. Thanks to all those
who pitched in and helped and how delicious
was Laurie’s fried chicken and Eileen’s Mac
and Cheese?
 Our children presented the Stations of the
Cross to our congregation one Sunday –
adding to the depth of our understanding of
our Lord’s passion.
 Did you know that Celeste Willis set up the
ingredients for a couple of our ‘families’ to
make Easter baskets for our children?
Grateful grandparents and parents came to our
parish hall the Tuesday before Easter. We
made it possible for them to provide to their
children something they would not have been
able to do themselves. Thanks also to
everyone who brought in candy for this effort.
 Music? We got music. Our gifted music
minister, Bill Clisham and all the talented
members of the choir and bell choir provided
us with beautiful music that enhanced our
prayer life and uplifted our souls. How
marvelous it was to sing along with them at
the end of our Easter service! Father David







could not get over how much we do musically,
he was most impressed.
Our trusty Parish Secretary, Marge, worked
many long hard hours trying to get all the rest
of us on the same page with service leaflets.
Everyone should stop in and say thanks to her
– she’s gotta be exhausted about now.
We reorganized our food pantry to make better
use out of the food donated by everyone. We
asked for volunteers and several people
stepped up to the plate – Bill Pankonien and
Peggy Fittabile have seen to it that we now
have a better cabinet to store things in, Sue
Harker and Laurie Bailey make time in their
busy lives to come into the Parish Hall to hand
out bags of food, allowing Marge to work
more efficiently without interruption.
Many others worked behind the scenes – Jim
Davis, always fixing things, setting things up,
making sure everything is just right, Rebecca
Purchase with her camera in hand, also came
in to help Marge as did Mary Ann Clisham.
Warren and Laura Bye – setting up, taking
down, setting up again. DeeAnn Harris,
making arrangements for flowers after an
unexpected surprise closing of Waltons, and
delivering palms to shut ins. David Miller –
pretty much doing whatever else needs to be
done!

And that is just what I know! I’m sure there were
many others who also give of their time and
talents to make our beautiful church a celebration
place for Jesus! Thank you from your humble
Deacon.
So, onward we go, next up is Ascension Day, May
29th, 7pm when our new Bishop will come to our
church to celebrate confirmation for the entire
Woodbury Convocation. It will be an exciting
night and I hope everyone will consider coming
out to meet our new Bishop. There will be a
reception after the service and I’m sure help will
be needed with both baked goods and willing
hands.
Then, on Sunday, June 1st, we will hold our 2nd
Annual Family Fun Day from 1-4 at Camp
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE….

CONTINUATION OF
FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH:
Crockett Park in Pilesgrove. The event is free and
everyone is welcome, there will be activity for the
kids and fun for everyone. St. John’s, First
Presbyterian of Salem and St. Luke’s Woodstown
are the sponsors of the event.
I will be away April 30th thru May 12th visiting my
newest grandchild, Reef Jeremiah Larrabee who
was born April 8th at Tripler Medical Center in
Honolulu and I will miss all of you but will also
enjoy seeing my little ones.
Aloha!
Deacon Sally

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Classes are being organized for
those wishing to be confirmed
/received this year. The Woodbury
Convocation Confirmation will be
held here at St. John’s on
Thursday, May 29th at 7 p.m. If you or family
members wish to be confirmed please speak with
Deacon Sally Maurer or leave a message on the
church phone
______________________________________

2nd Annual
Family Fun Day
FREE

FREE

Altar Flowers Update
On April 15th Walton’s Florals & Gifts
closed their business due to family illness. Our
Altar Flowers will be arranged by Flowers by
Ford’s beginning April 27th. They have agreed to
provide the same service at the same price as
Walton’s provided. There may actually be more
variety in the flowers used as well. If you wish to
request special flowers in an arrangement (i.e.
roses, hydrangea, calla lilies), they will be happy
to fill your request at an adjusted price.
When I placed the May Altar Flower order
with Ford’s, they were very pleased to inform me
of their purchase of Walton’s shop in Pennsville.
They now have two locations in Salem County.
That’s the Altar Flowers update! If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact
DeeAnn Harris at 935-3214.

May Dinner Youth Fellowship
May 8th, 6:00 pm
Come out and enjoy an end of year barbeque with
our families and youth. See Laurie Bailey for
details and to volunteer to help.

FREE

WHEN: June 1st, 2014 1-4pm
WHERE: Camp Crockett Park, Pilesgrove NJ
WHAT: Family centered event with many
children’s activities
Sponsored by St John’s, St Luke’s and the First
Presbyterian Church of Salem
Support provided by The Family Enrichment
Network of Salem County

Our prayers are with the family of
Marion M. Finlaw.
who entered eternal life on
Sunday, April 13th.
May her soul and the souls of all the
departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

We have, without question, one of the finest—if not THE finest—liturgical ministries around. We are rich in
talent: excellent choir, fine organ, profound and challenging preaching. We are rich in liturgy and rich in
history. Our facilities host a multitude of ministries to the community at large. Good things are happening at
St. John’s. Let’s spread the word. Invite your friends and neighbors to come and see for themselves.
THANK YOU TO CHOIR & HANDBELL RINGERS
St. John’s Choir and the Salem Ringers (our handbell ensemble) did a most commendable job during
Holy Week and especially on Easter Sunday. If you are among them, you deserve all the accolades heaped
upon you. Salem Ringers have concluded rehearsals for the season, and will resume rehearsals in September.
St. John’s Choir will continue to rehearse and lead liturgies, including several very special ones, through St.
John’s Day, which we will celebrate on June 22.
ASCENSION DAY BISHOP’S VISIT
On Ascension Day, Thursday, May 29, at 7:00 PM St. John’s will host the Woodbury Convocation’s
Confirmation Service. Of course, that means Bishop William Stokes will be presiding that evening. St. John’s
Choir will be joined (hopefully) by singers from around the convocation to lead this celebration. The music, as
always, will be inspiring and memorable. There will be a special “mandatory” choir rehearsal for all
participating singers to prepare for this service on Sunday, May 25, at 2:00 PM. The Choir will lead the liturgy
(hymns and service music) and will offer a Psalm 47 setting by T. Tertius Noble and Anthems by Charles Wood
and Roland Martin. This will be an event you won’t want to miss.
SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two important non-budget music funds to which friends and supporters of the Music Ministry
at St. John’s can contribute. These funds carry over and accumulate from year to year, so you may be assured
that your donation will be used for its intended purpose and not be transferred to the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund. This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians not covered by the current music budget. The cost is normally
$200 per player. The next major planned event is coming up very soon …June 7, when we hope to have a
string quartet to accompany the choir and guest singers in a special musical liturgy, including the Schubert Mass
No. 2 in G Major. If you cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a player, that is not a cause for concern …
every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement Fund. There are actually some envelops in your box of
pledge envelops specifically for this fund (but donations need not be confined to those envelops). This fund is
intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best organ in
Salem County. Within this month we plan to replace the pedal off-set reservoir that has served us since 1937,
but can no longer be repaired. The next project may be cleaning (paint, calk & plaster debris), replacing
difficult tuning slides, and regulating volume of some exposed chest and pipes.
When making a donation to either of these designated funds, please be sure your check (or envelop) is
clearly marked for that specific fund so that it will be deposited and used correctly as intended.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
cell: 908-472-7597 e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY

Birthdays
05/01
05/02
05/04
05/08
05/10
05/11
05/13
05/16
05/19
05/21
05/26
05/29
05/29
05/30
05/30
05/31

Barbara Sweeney
Christopher Gray
Bill Pankonien
Carla Buck
Caitlin Murphy
Andrew Wang
Debra Ann Gralley
Jan Peterson
Chris Sorenson
Rachael Cagle
Phyllis Little
Jeffrey Buck
Lars Runkle
Helen Acton
Jennifer Buck
James A. Irvine

Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF
Lt. Col. Gwyn Parris-Atwell, USAF
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

Pineapple Bake
Eileen Miller
1 20 oz can crushed pineapple
6 slices white bread
1/4 cup + 1 Tbsp butter or margarine
3 eggs, beaten
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon
Drain pineapple, reserving 1/3 cup juice. Trim
crusts from bread, cut bread into 1 inch cubes. Cut
butter into 1/2 inch pieces. Combine reserved juice,
pineapple, bread, butter and remaining ingredients
in mixing bowl, stirring well. Pour into lightly
greased casserole and bake at 325 degrees for about
50 minutes.

Anniversaries
05/17 Curt and Sue Harker
05/18 Joe III and Jan Peterson
05/26 Father Steve and Rosie Carroll


 

To microwave: cover and microwave at high for 810 minutes or until set, stirring at 3 minute
intervals.
Serves 6-8. Can be doubled. This is a good side dish
for ham.
When I made this for the choir party, I substituted
gluten free bread and olive oil margarine so that it
was a gluten-free, dairy free side dish. I used 3
more slices of bread since each GF slice was
smaller than the regular white bread. /em

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
April was quite a time for me and my bride! We
had more excursions and adventures than I have
room to share with you here! The most
interesting one for me was the trip to visit with
your good Fr. Steve when he was in the
rehabilitation center. Ruth (my beautiful bride)
has worked as a nurse’s aide for quite some time
now and was able to explain to me a lot of what
we saw there. But I guess I should start at the
beginning – I was disturbed because I had not
seen Fr. Steve around the church for several weeks
and I asked Ms Marge where he was. She
explained to me about his surgery and the need
for him to live in a rehabilitation facility for a few
weeks until he was stronger. Aunt Rosie offered
to give Ruth and me a ride to the facility so we
could visit with him for a while. Wow! What an
amazing place! Aunt Rosie suggested we remain
in her tote bag until we got to Fr. Steve’s room as
there were lots wheels everywhere one looked and
it might be dangerous for us to be on our own.
There were chairs, gurneys, beds, machines that
beeped, and carts that moved about the hallways
constantly! There were busy humans everywhere!
I wondered what we could do to help.
When we arrived at Fr. Steve’s room, he had just
received his lunch tray and was struggling with the
salt packet. Ruth immediately reached out to
help him open it. She said she often helps patients
at the mouse hospital in Salem with their meals
and that sometimes those little packets
can be difficult to open for anyone.
She was right in her element there,
helping him cut food and picked up
his napkin when it fell off, and
opening the wrapper on the
drinking straw. She was amazing!
This was a side of her I had not
seen in action and it was wonderful. It
was not so wonderful however to see Fr. Steve in
need of so much help! He was always the one

helping me and helping others, but not being on
the receiving end of help. This was something I
was not prepared for, but it was good to know
that he was in a place filled with other humans
who had the skill to get him better and back to St.
John’s.
Fr. Steve assured me that he was getting stronger
every day and that he would – eventually – be
back at the church doing whatever it is he does
when he is not conducting a worship service. He
suggested I try to be of service to Deacon Sally
and Ms Marge, and that I especially stay out of
the sight of the visiting clergy who might not
understand our special arrangement and try to do
me harm. I promised I would and so we all came
home feeling better that he was well on the way
to recovery and where he needed to be. That
night we said a special prayer for all the humans
who help others heal, for those in need of healing
and for those who love them.

“Keep watch, dear Lord with
those who work, or watch, or
weep this night, and give
your angels charge over those
who sleep. Tend the sick,
Lord Christ; give rest to the
weary, bless the dying, soothe
the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous,
and all for thy love’s sake. Amen “
(Book of Common Prayer – Evening Prayer II – page 124)

+Christian Symbol+
Ankh
Also known as an ansate cross, this originated in Egyptian hieroglyphics. It
represented life and regeneration. Its shape and meaning made perfect sense to
ancient Christians, who appropriated it as a symbol for eternal life.

(from The Newsletter Newsletter May 2014)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply
leave a message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue. You can
also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org.
St. John’s is also now on FACEBOOK.
/rc
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Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Christian Formation
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, in
the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

