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From the Deacon’s Bench
Well, we are almost midway through Lent and I’m
pleased to see all the parishioners who are
participating in one or more of the Lenten
activities I’ve tried to make available to everyone.
We have a lively and interactive study group on
Wednesday nights, many are participating in the
Lenten Challenge 20+1+4 and our Lent Madness
Bracket is filling up. Couple these activities with
wonderfully prepared music by our choir and
inspirational preaching by our visiting clergy, this
Lent has already been a deeply spiritual time for
me and I’m sure for many of you.
In my last letter to you, I announced that Father
Scott and I were going to participate in “Ashes to
Go” on Ash Wednesday. I report to you that, even
though there were not lines of people waiting for
ashes, it was nonetheless an enormously
meaningful activity. Each and every person who
we administered ashes to engaged us in
conversations that were profound on many levels.
As your deacon, I am charged to bring Christ to
the world and the world to Christ. Participating in
‘Ashes to Go’ lives out that charge. To be sure,
there are critics of ‘Ashes to Go’. The Imposition
of Ashes is only one part of the Ash Wednesday
liturgy, which also includes the penitential rite,
absolution and the celebration of the Eucharist.
The total ‘package’ if you will is desirable to
prepare us for ‘an holy Lent’. But people are just
not coming to church in droves for the Ash
Wednesday services. To be sure, we had pretty
decent attendance this year at both noon and 7pm
services but we were by no means ‘packed to the
hilt’. During the day, most people who work have
a half hour for lunch. Period. So, how can they
come to a 45 minute church service and be back to
work in time without getting docked? I also
learned that on Ash Wednesday an important
county meeting was being held at 7:00 pm down
the street from us and that it was mandatory for
many of the county employees. So, how could
they have come to our evening service? It has
become an interesting discussion within our
diocese. It is a dialogue that we need to continue
to have.

Another deeply spiritual event for me occurred on
Thursday, March 13th at the Dinner Youth
Fellowship. I’m always looking for a program for
the youth/families for these evenings. We have
several children who attend our dinner who are
from the community. I want the programs to be
real, focused and age appropriate. I’m neither a
teacher nor an experienced youth leader. I
struggled for ideas wanting to keep the Lenten
season in mind. Our dinner was a St Paddy’s Day
Feast but I couldn’t find anything worthwhile for a
youth group activity. Somehow I didn’t think the
kids would have gotten into ‘St Patrick’s
Breastplate’. It occurred to me that we should
perhaps study ‘The Stations of the Cross’. I
gathered some paper and coloring supplies and we
helped the children select one of the fourteen
stations to draw. Jean Miller and my
granddaughter Morgan with Sue and Curt
Harker’s help set up luminaria on the church
windowsills and taped up their artwork. We
utilized ‘Everyone’s Way of the Cross’ a
contemporary dialogue between Jesus and the
reader and processed around the church stopping
at each hand-drawn station. To a child, including
the youngest ones, they were ENGAGED to the
very end. ALL of the older children participated
in reading a station. ALL were respectful,
interested, wide eyed. I was moved, deeply. I had
not thought how profound this activity might
touch all of us.
I have recently heard a few rumblings that we do
not do Stations of the Cross in the Episcopal
Church. Indeed, St. John’s has no Stations of the
Cross on its walls, in storage or any place else. I
have to say that, as a cradle Episcopalian, this is
the first Episcopal Church I have ever been in that
didn’t have them! I encourage you to read page 56
of the ‘Book of Occasional Services’ – we have
several copies in and around the church. Therein,
concerning the service, the book says – ‘The
devotion known as the Way of the Cross is an
adaptation to the local usage of a custom widely
observed by pilgrims to Jerusalem: the offering of
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE…
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From the Deacon’s Bench
prayer at a series of places in that city traditionally
associated with our Lord’s passion and death.’
History and Instructions continue, I’ll leave that
for you to read.
In 1999 I went with a group to Israel. We went to
Old City Jerusalem after visiting the Garden of
Gethsemane. Our first stop was to a recently
excavated subterranean room that appears to be
‘The Pavement’ referenced in the gospel – all of
the games of the Roman Soldiers were embedded
in the rocks from years of playing them. When we
emerged topside, a heavy wooden cross was
waiting for us and we took turns bearing this
heavy cross, most of us needing help, as we
passed niches and grottos created to represent each
of the traditional stations along the way to
Calvary. Then we entered the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, climbed up to the room surrounding the
traditional site of the Cross and down to the
tombs. Each stop along the way was heart –
wrenching, more and more as we came to the
holiest place of Christ’s crucifixion. My Lord and
My Savior!
On April 6th, our children are going to present to
us their understanding of Christ’s walk to Calvary.
I hope you will be moved as I’m sure I will be.
May we see Christ through the eyes of a child and
may this simplicity anchor our Lenten devotions
this year.
Deacon Sally Maurer

HELLO TO ALL!
Guess where I am? Ruth and I traveled
with Aunt Rosie to visit your good Fr.
Steve. I will write you with tales of this
great adventure next month when I
return.
Your Friend, Joel Churchmouse

From the Senior Warden
Although the weather outside has been icy and
cold this winter, there has been plenty of
welcoming warmth inside the doors of St Johns.
From the beautiful Evensong, to the fun filled
Teen Valentine Dance, and the current Wednesday
supper fellowships, opportunities abounded for
worship, food, fun and fellowship.
The adults also enjoyed a special valentine dinner
in the parish hall, despite the snow outside!
The February Community family fellowship
dinner was also well attended and greatly
appreciated, after being postponed due to the
snow! At the March fellowship diner, the children
drew pictures for the Stations of the Cross, and
then everyone participated in walking the Stations
in the Sanctuary.
We have also been blessed to have a weekly
Lenten supper each Wednesday, with delicious
soup and bread, and a meditation on the seven last
words of Christ. Many thanks to Deacon Sally,
and her son Chef Robbie, for this Lenten
experience.
We all miss the presence of Father Steve and wish
him a speedy recovery, looking forward to having
him with us again. In the meantime, we have been
blessed with many fine supply priests, our
beautiful worship music and our wonderful
Deacon Sally.
Wishing all of us a Holy Lent,
Sue Harker

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Classes are being organized for
those wishing to be confirmed
/received this year. The Woodbury
Convocation Confirmation will be
held here at St. John’s on
Thursday, May 29th at 7 p.m. If you or family
members wish to be confirmed please speak with
Deacon Sally Maurer or leave a message on the
church phone.

We have, without question, one of the finest—if not THE finest—liturgical ministries around. We are rich in
talent: excellent choir, fine organ, profound and challenging preaching. We are rich in liturgy and rich in
history. Our facilities host a multitude of ministries to the community at large. Good things are happening at
St. John’s. Let’s spread the word. Invite your friends and neighbors to come and see for themselves.
SPECIAL MUSIC EVENTS IN APRIL (& MAY)
Joanne Owen Organ Recital
Wednesday, April 2, 12:00 Noon
Joanne has been invited to play a half-hour recital as part of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Mooretown’s
noon-time Lenten Series. The Recital begins at 12:00 noon, and will be followed by a light luncheon for those
who so desire. If you are available and wish to support Joanne in this endeavor, all are welcome. Holy Trinity
Church is located at 207 West Main Street, Moorestown, NJ.
Holy Week Services with Special Music
PALM SUNDAY
April 13,
10:30 AM
The liturgy will begin in the Parish Hall, with the blessing of the Palms, and will Process to the Church (weather
permitting) led by bagpipe. Choir Anthems will include: Pueri Hebraeorum - Tomas Luis de Victoria, Son of
God – Michael Haydn, Crux Fidelis – King John IV of Portugal. Bill Clisham will play the magnificent
Prelude in B Minor (BWV 544) as the Organ Postlude.
MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 17,
7:00 PM
The liturgy will include Holy Eucharist & the Stripping of the Altar. The Choir Anthems will include: Ave
Verum Corpus – William Byrd. The Choir will chant Psalm 22 during the stripping of the Altar at the
conclusion of the liturgy.
GOOD FRIDAY
April 18,
7:00 PM
The traditional Good Friday Liturgy includes the Veneration of the Cross and Holy Communion using reserved
sacrament. The Choir will sing O Ye People – Michael Haydn.
GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER April 19,
6:00 PM
The Great Vigil begins with the lighting of the new fire outside the Chapel.; it continues with the blessing of the
new Paschal Candle, the story of salvation history, Renewal of Baptismal Vows, and a procession into the
church for the First Holy Eucharist of Easter. The Choir will sing Easter Anthem –William Billings. The
Organ Postlude will be Toccata in G Major – Theodore Dubois.
EASTER SUNDAY
April 20
Special Music for Handbells, Organ & Brass at 10:00 AM
Easter Festival Liturgy at 10:30 AM.
The Resurrection Feast will feature music by Hopkins, Tucker, Brahms, Mascagni, Peeters, Gallus, Bach, and
will conclude with the entire assembly singing Hallelujah (from Messiah) by G. F. Handel.
SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two important non-budget music funds to which friends and supporters of the Music Ministry
at St. John’s can contribute. These funds carry over and accumulate from year to year, so you may be assured
that your donation will be used for its intended purpose and not be transferred to the general ledger.
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE….

CONTINUATION OF NOTES FROM MINISTER OF MUSIC:
The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund. This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians not covered by the current music budget. The cost is normally
$200 per player. Your generosity will make possible the Brass Quintet for our Easter Festival Service. If you
cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a player, that is not a cause for concern … every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement Fund. There are actually some envelops in your box of
pledge envelops specifically for this fund (but donations need not be confined to those envelops). This fund is
intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best organ in
Salem County. The next project may be a new “Great to Positiv” coupler and/or cleaning (paint, calk & plaster
debris), replacing difficult tuning slides, and regulating volume of some exposed chest and pipes.
When making a donation to either of these designated funds, please be sure your check (or envelop) is
clearly marked for that specific fund so that it will be deposited and used correctly as intended.

INTERESTED NEW SINGERS & RINGERS?
If you are interested in joining St. John’s Choir, Junior Choristers, or Salem Ringers (handbells), please
contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. We still have an opening for at least one bell ringer. And
there is always room for more singers in Junior Choristers and the St. John’s Choir. Auditions are not required,
but a “get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for placement and planning purposes. See the back of the service
bulletin for contact information, or come to the organ console and introduce yourself following the Organ
Postlude.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com
__________________________________________

STORAGE CUPBOARD WANTED
St. John’s is in need of a
cabinet/cupboard which can be
locked, or have a lock placed on it,
for our food pantry. Due to high
demand, the pantry has recently
been re-designed and days and
times for distribution set. We are
going to try to have pre-filled bags available and are
looking for a storage cupboard with shelves to be
placed outside the church office (next to the filing
cabinet perhaps) to facilitate the process. If you
have one you wish to donate, please phone the
church office at 856-935-1798.

ST. GEORGE’S
CELEBRATES 300TH
YEAR!
Bishop Stokes will be the celebrant
at 9 a.m. on April 6th at St.
George’s Church in Pennsville, as
they celebrate their 300th year. On
th
March 29 , the members of St. George’s Church
staged a reeinactment at the foot of Church Landing
Road which was followed by a Swedish Luncheon
in their parish hall. Docents were available until 3
pm to conduct tours of the church and property. We
apologize for not announcing this in last month’s
newsletter. There will also be a Tea Social in
May/June, and a Gala Dinner in November. Watch
St. George’s website for further updates:
http://www.stgeorgespv.org/#

PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF
Lt. Col. Gwyn Parris-Atwell, USAF
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

April
Birthdays and
Anniversaries
Happy Birthday
04/07 Tyler VanSant
04/08 Liam Dyer
04/11 Esther Weeks
04/15 Suzanne Schultz/Maloney
04/24 Larry Owen
Happy Anniversary
04/10 Bill Pankonien and Peggy Fittabile
04/11 David and Eileen Miller
04/25 Joe and Judy Kimber

QUILTERS NEED YOU
Can’t sew? No Problem! If you
are an adult who can trace a
pattern on paper and cut it out, if
you can cut thread, or trace a
design onto fabric with a pencil,
our quilters have a spot or two for
you! Speak to Gail Boyd on Sunday morning or
simply show up on Tuesday mornings 9 to noon in
the upstairs quilter’s room in the parish house. Men
are welcome too!

YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS
AND23OPPORTUNITIES
Happening
April 4 - 6, 2014
Where: Christ Church, Toms River
Begin: 7:00 p.m. (4/4)
End: 2:00 p.m. (4/6)
Who: 9th-12th Graders
Lodging: Sleeping bags on the floor
Cost: $75 per person
Happening is a Christian event presented by
teenagers for teenagers with the help of clergy and
lay leadership. It is a program of the Episcopal
Church to engage young people in the gospel and
encourage them to live passionately into their faith.
Happening seeks to bring youth to a fuller
knowledge and relationship with Jesus Christ, and
a deeper level of apostleship. This occurs through
large and small group activities. Worship, music,
fun, food, free time are also a part of the event.

Spring Youth Event
May 16-18, 2014
Where: Camp Lebanon, Lebanon, NJ
Begin: 7:00 p.m. (5/16)
End: 12 Noon (5/18)
Who: 6th-12th graders and their adult sponsors
Lodging: Beds - Heated Cabins
Cost: $75 per person
Theme: The Baptismal Covenant
You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and
marked as Christ's own forever (Book of Common
Prayer, Holy Baptism).
Join us as together we explore the great mysteries
of Baptism this weekend with new and old friends!
We will do this at the beautiful setting of Camp
Lebanon with exciting program, music, games and
relaxing free time. Hope to see you there!

REGISTRATION FOR ABOVE
EVENTS AT

http://www.newjerseyyouth.org/

+Christian Symbol+
Palms
When Jesus entered Jerusalem days before his death, crowds welcomed him by waving palm
branches, which were common symbols of victory and rejoicing. Thus churches continue to use
them in remembrance of that occasion, knowing that Jesus' crucifixion was ultimately his triumph
over sin and death. As early as Leviticus 23:40, God commanded Israel to use palms in a festival of
rejoicing. In Revelation 7:9-10, Christian martyrs carry palm branches as they praise the Lamb
before the throne of God.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter April 2014)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply
leave a message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue. You can
also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. St. John’s is also now on
FACEBOOK.
/rc
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule




April 17 – Maundy Thurs. – 7 p.m.
April 18 – Good Friday – 7 p.m.
April 19 – Holy Sat. – Great Vigil – 6 p.m.
April 20 – EASTER – 10 a.m. music
presentation, 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Christian Formation
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, in
the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

