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The Rector’s Report to the Annual Meeting
This past year has been filled with joys and sorrows. We have gained new members, and
have lost others - some of whom we knew very well. We have shared in baptisms,
marriages and burials. There have been times of exemplary acts of kindness and service.
There have also been times when we might have responded better than we did. Every
congregation can count its pluses and minuses. We are after all an institution of human
beings trying our best to live out our baptismal covenant and answer the call of God to be signs of his
presence to the world. We are called to worship, to service and, I suppose, to perfection. We often fall short
of our goals as evangelists, Gospel writers and even non-believers are fond of reminding us. Yet, there are
moments when we make a difference in the lives of our community, our neighborhood, and even each other.
We are often well-aware of our shortcomings. I want to share some of our successes. The process is called
“appreciative inquiry.” In it we ask participants to list the positive actions of their congregation. Many are
surprised by what they find.
We have an average attendance of between 56 and 60 persons on a Sunday. That is average for the
Episcopal Church as a whole. Our budget is in the area of $380,000.00. That is not average. By virtue of our
endowment we are enabled to provide a number of opportunities for ministry that would be impossible
without it. Out of that amount we have the traditional expenses of any parish: care for buildings and grounds,
utilities, various supplies, salaries, expenses for Christian Formation, music, liturgy, and all the usual
suspects. It may be argued that we spend too much in some areas and too little in others, but we try to meet
the needs and the wants of the congregation.
We are involved in a number of community events including Tunes from the Crypt, the Cemetery Tour,
Yuletide Open House, Spring Open House, Seasonal Evensongs, among other things. We are welcoming site
for a number of community organizations such as Children’s Inter-Agency Council, Youth Services
Commission, Family Support Organization, Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Interagency
Council, Needlework Guild of America, Salem Historical Society, Salem Ringers, and the Quilters (although
they would really appreciate an elevator!)
We take part in the United Way Christmas Tree Families, and we support the food pantry. We have provided
kitchen space for start-up businesses and have sponsored Family and Youth dinners.
I am most proud of our outreach events and programs and the part that a number of our parishioners play in
them. These activities require the commitment of volunteers and are often above our outreach budget.
Sometimes they are spectacular successes such as: VBS, the Family and Youth Dinners, Family Day at the
Park, supplies and back packs for Salem Middle School and the food pantry and the Nets for Life drive.
Sometimes they are worthy projects that need more thought and a little more “tweaking”, such as providing
emergency housing and shelter.
Continues…

Continuation of
The Rector’s Report- 2013
We are blessed to be able to provide services and funds for outreach totaling $30,000 or better, but beyond
the funding we are blessed also by the people who volunteer their time for what is truly a ministry of St.
John’s.
Other ministry endeavors include Sunday School, kitchen and hospitality, altar guild, choir, counters,
acolytes, ushers, newsletter, ECW, maintenance, seasonal decorating, vestry, office assistance, ministry
scheduling, and probably a number of other things that escape my recall just now.
As I reflected on all of this at a recent clergy conference, I found myself surprised and challenged to look
beyond what we have not been able to accomplish and to examine the positive things that we have been able
to do. It paints a very different picture than that of just the average Sunday attendance. We are more than our
numbers alone. One of the favorite questions of church growth experts is “What difference would it make if
your church ceased to exist?” I truly think that there would be a void that would be difficult for the
community to fill if St. John’s were to disappear.
Finally, I want to thank all of you for your continued support over the past year. My recovery has been more
difficult than expected, and I am sure that the struggle is hard to watch, but you continue to give me strength
and as my mother often observed, “I am just stubborn and Irish enough to persevere”, although she called it
“hard-headedness.” I especially want to thank Deacon Sally Maurer whose work as the resident clergy
during my absence was probably more than what she expected as a new Deacon, but was handled with
exemplary skill and grace. I also want to thank Bill Clisham, Marge Warren, Warren Bye, Jim Davis, Celeste
Willis, and a number of others who climbed stairs, toted books, and fetched stuff when I could not. I also
want to thank Rosie for her constant reminders and other words of verbal encouragement such as to stand up
straight, and keep up with the therapy. It has been an interesting year! I look forward to the challenges of
2014 confident that God will provided not only the opportunity but the grace to meet them all.
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

ELECTION RESULTS:
The elections held at January’s Annual Congregational Meeting resulted in the following:
Senior Warden:
Sue Harker
JuniorWarden:
David Miller
Treasurer:
Ron Magill
Delegates to Convention and Convocation:
Ann and George Neff
Sue Harker

Alternates to Convention and Convocation:
Mary Anne Clisham, Gwen Norton and
Rosie Carroll
Elections to Vestry Class of 2017:
Ann Neff, Sue Harker, Trudy O’Hare.
Clerk to the Vestry:
Ann Neff
Recording Secretary:
Mary Anne Clisham
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Notes:
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
FSO: Family Support Organization
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
IAC – Interagency Council
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8

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

9-11 am IAC
9 am-noon
Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 p.m. NA

Noon
Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Office Closed

6 -8:30 pm
Youth
Dance
Parish Hall

Diocesan Deacon’s Retreat 7th-9th

9

10

11

12

13

14

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
VESTRY MTG

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

9 am-noon
Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8 pm
Salem Ringers
8 p.m. NA

9 am
Ministerium
Meets Here
Noon
Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga
6 pm Youth &
Family Dinner/
Mtg

Office Closed
5 pm Happy Hour
6 pm Spaghetti
Social
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8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

9 am-noon
Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8 pm
Salem Ringers
8 p.m. NA

Noon
Eucharist
2-3 pm DAR
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Office Closed
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
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9 am-noon
Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8 pm
Salem Ringers
8 p.m. NA

Noon
Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Office Closed

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour

PRESIDENTS
DAY

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

15

VALENTINE’S
DAY

Diocesan
Convention
Begins –Cherry
Hill, NJ

22

FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH
Well, I went to Florida hoping to soak up some
warm weather and gird up for the rest of winter.
Didn’t happen. We picked a week that was gray,
wet, and gloomy that got chillier and chillier –
even had to turn the heat on by Friday as it was
only 36 degrees that morning. Thought I might
get some beach time…yeah right! I spent maybe
½ hour one day looking for shells and all I found
was a dead mullet. Interesting fella with a mouth
full of sharp looking teeth. We didn’t even make
it to the Bird Sanctuary next door because every
time we planned to go it was raining. And, it is a
long exhausting ride to Florida, one I hope not to
repeat anytime soon!
On the Sunday we were gone, we attended the
Chapel services at the VA facility with my 91 year
old father. Their favorite chaplain led the service,
Shirley, an elderly member, played the piano for
all the hymns we sang (many) and about 20 of us
worshipped together. The chapel services are
provided largely for the residents of the VA home.
My father and others go to the facility and gather
them in their wheelchairs or walkers and assist
them to the service. The chapel is half chairs and
half open for all the wheelchairs. Some of the
members are retired veterans who come from
home for the services, like my father. Others are
spouses of deceased veterans or volunteers who
help out.
Each of the veterans have a story. Most were
WWII vets. My father would point out each one
and tell me what that man’s roll had been. “He
was flying overhead of me when I was near
Speier” and “He provided all the forward supplies
to our troops”, amazingly all the stories seemed
somewhat inter-related to my father’s story. I
think it is a task of my father’s stage in life to
connect all those dots.
The service was decidedly unstructured. There
was a leaflet, complete with Readings, Hymns and
Reflections but the chaplain didn’t follow it at all.
The congregation sang with gusto, starting with
‘God Bless America’ and singing numerous oldies
but goodies – the chaplain would ask for
suggestions from the congregation. In between we

would pray or the chaplain would teach from a
section of scripture. Nearly everyone had their
own Bible in hand and followed along. One of the
‘home’ boys was a retired chaplain who frequently
corrected or added to what the chaplain taught.
The chaplain took it in stride.
My father was a lifelong Episcopalian, baptized,
confirmed, married at St. Paul’s in Camden,
served on the Vestry at St. Luke’s, even Senior
Warden for a time. He has left the Episcopal
Church. He tried one out when he first got to
Florida and didn’t like it, said it was ‘boring’. He
loves the VA Chapel. For obvious reasons, we
have many interesting and pointed discussions
when we talk ‘church’. He has even written a
small booklet, which he hands out freely, entitled
“Don’t complicate the Christian Message” in
which he eschews all the trappings of
sacramentalism. We agree to disagree.
My father also was an opponent to women and
ordination. But he has graciously accepted my
ordination to the diaconate and has been very
supportive of my ministry. He had a friend who
became a deacon in the Roman church so he
understood the process well. He does not hesitate
to introduce me to his friends and the chaplain as a
deacon. But he asked me not to wear my collar.
The chaplain, therefore, had me come up and pray,
extemporaneously, for the congregation that
Sunday. Since it was the Sunday before New
Years, and since I am a deacon charged with
bringing Christ to the world and the world to
Christ, I prayed for our hearts to be challenged in
2014 with how we could be Christ to the world, I
prayed for the marginalized, the sick, the poor, the
needy and I prayed that we would see how we can
be Christ to them.
That is my prayer for us as well, I pray that in
2014 we continue to explore how we can reach out
to those less fortunate than us in many ways. St.
John’s has a great history of outreach and service let’s make 2014 the year we grow in Christ as we
seek His will for our parish and serve Him in all
that we do!
The Rev. Dcn Sally Maurer

Dinner Fellowship
Mission and Goals
As many of you
know, we have been
holding a Dinner
Fellowship once a
month on the 2nd
Thursday of each
month. It was
suggested that I write
a little bit about why
we are doing this and what our plans are for this
dinner.

Celeste and Margaret as well as my chef son
Robbie) and we managed to produce a feast of
Turkey and all the trimmings. We had lots of
leftovers, not knowing how many to plan for, I
planned for 40 and we had 28 that first night. For
December, I planned ham with macaroni and
cheese. I put the word out and was delighted
when 6 different trays of mac and cheese showed
up. In January, I asked for Chili, Rice and
Brownies and I’m pleased to say that we had
another overwhelming response.

Over the summer, Father Steve, Celeste and I met
with Deacon Debi Mattern-Clark who is the
Diocesan Youth Coordinator. It has been my goal,
since I came to St. Johns, to see to it that the youth
of our church, and by extension the youth of our
community, were including in opportunities
offered by the Diocese and by us. Celeste has
been very successful in having youth dances at St.
John’s, with 40+ youth attending these low
overhead, easily planned events. In June we held
the first annual Family Fun Day and had over 100
people attend, supported largely by the First
Presbyterian Church of Salem and St. Luke’s in
Woodstown. But what could we do right here in
our own parish to stimulate a youth group?

Meanwhile, the group has grown; in January we
had 38 and we were missing some of the ‘usuals’.
We have come to realize that this is an important
meal. Not only are we able to serve a delicious
homemade meal to many; we are able to pack up
the leftovers for some families who are grateful
beyond belief. It is very, very satisfying to know
that several children will be able to eat for the next
few days.

And so, the Dinner Fellowship was started. At
first we thought it would be just dinner for the
youth that came. Then we realized that parents
might want to attend for their children’s safety.
Lastly we realized there might be younger siblings
that would be involved. Dinner Fellowship
became a family affair! I enlisted Father Steve’s
help with the adults and Laurie Bailey’s help with
the youngsters and the ever willing Cassandra
Moore as my two deep leadership with the youth.
And so we began our adventure with our first
dinner in November, a full-fixings Thanksgiving
feast and the theme of thankfulness. I slaved in
the church kitchen all afternoon (I had help from

Each month we have a theme – November was
thankfulness, December was giving gifts, January
was making new resolutions and February, of
course, will be about love. Father Steve stays with
the adults and they engage in the same themes as
the youth who go upstairs for their meeting.
Laurie comes up with activities for the young
children.
February’s Dinner Fellowship will be held on
February 13th at 6pm. The dinner that night will
be salad, lasagna, bread and butter and ice cream
for dessert. Please see me if you are willing to
make or bring any of the menu ingredients. If you
make lasagna, please make it in a disposable foil
pan as we send home the leftovers. Come and join
us, everyone comes away full, both physically and
spiritually!
Deacon Sally

CHORAL EVENSONG FOR THE TRANSFIGURATION
St. John’s Choir, conducted by Bill Clisham, and with guest organist, Joanne Owen, will lead a
special candle-lit Evensong on Sunday, March 2, at 4:00 PM. This will be the last Sunday before Lent,
and the focus of the lessons and prayers is Christ’s Transfiguration on the Mount of Olives. Included will be
music by Richard Shepherd, Thomas Norris, Charles Stanford, Morten Lauridsen, David Willcocks and
César Franck. You will want to mark your calendars now and invite all your friends and neighbors to this
magnificent and profound service of prayers, readings and music.
SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two non-budget music funds to which friends and supporters of the Music Ministry at St.
John’s can contribute. These funds carry over and accumulate from year to year, and so you may be assured
that your donation will be used for its intended purpose and not be transferred to the general ledger. (The
Annual Report financial page did not give a current balance in these funds, which were depleted due to some
large expenses in 2013.)
The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund. This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians not covered by the current music budget. The most pressing
need right now is for money to pay for a brass quintet for Easter Sunday (April 20). We need funds far in
advance because we do not wish to contract players if the money is not in hand. The cost is $200 per player.
If you cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a player, do not be concerned. Every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement Fund. There are actually some envelops in your box
of pledge envelops specifically for this fund (but donations need not be confined to those envelops). This
fund is intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best
organ in Salem County. In the past this fund has paid for rebuilding the 1937 blower motor and replacing
fried computer circuit boards in the organ console. In 2013 we replaced a long-defective pedal off-set
reservoir that had served us since 1937, but was no longer repairable.
When making a donation to either of these designated funds, please be sure your check (or envelop)
is clearly marked for that specific fund so that it will be deposited and used correctly as intended.
INTERESTED NEW SINGERS & RINGERS?
If you are interested in joining St. John’s Choir or Salem Ringers (handbells), please contact Bill
Clisham at your earliest convenience. We still have openings for bell ringer positions (Bill Clisham had to
play and conduct on Christmas Eve.) And there is always room for more singers in the St. John’s Choir.
Auditions are not required, but a “get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for placement and planning
purposes. See the back of the service bulletin for contact information, or come to the organ console and
introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne, USAF
Lt. Col. Gwyn Parris-Atwell, USAF
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

Valentine’s Day Spaghetti Sociable
The Parish of St. John’s will hold a Valentine’s
Day Spaghetti Dinner on Friday, February 14 th.
The event will start with ‘Happy Hour’ at 6pm and
serve dinner at 7pm. The event is open to
everyone and will have activities for everyone!
The menu is simple – Salad, Spaghetti, Garlic
bread and Dessert, nonalcoholic beverages. Bring
your own wine! See you there!

YOUTH DANCE
A dance will be held on
February 8th, for youth of
the community, ages 10 –
15, from 6 pm to 8:30 pm
in St. John’s parish hall.
There will be a DJ,
refreshments and fun! All
are invited.

YOGA practitioners meet
on Tuesdays and
Thursdays 5 to 6 p.m. in
the library (upstairs) New
members welcome!

FR. STEVE UPDATE
I am not telling tales and I have Fr. Steve’s
permission to give everyone an update on his
health. Many people have asked about his
progress as sometimes it is difficult to watch him
try to process into church with the choir or to
move about at the altar. Well, here’s the story.
He has healed well from the low back surgery of a
year ago and will have to continue physical
therapy a few times per week for the rest of his
life in order to keep those back muscles strong and
toned to help support him. He currently has no
pain from that area and takes only over-thecounter Advil periodically for discomfort.
The current situation is to be
addressed on Feb. 18th when he
will undergo another surgery on
his cervical (neck) spine. He had
surgery there about 12 years ago,
fusing several levels and a plate
was placed at that time. He was told then that in
10-15 years he would need additional surgery
probably on the level above or below and that time
has now come.
He recently has had several imaging studies and a
nerve that controls balance, and causes numbness
and certain muscle weakness is over 60% blocked.
This will hopefully be decompressed and a new
plate placed at the level above the old one. This
surgery will be done by the same surgeon who
worked on his low back, Dr. Christopher Kepler,
from Rothman Institute. Recovery should take 3 to
4 weeks and he will have to wear a soft cervical
collar during that time.
So that is all the news fit to print until Feb. 18 th. I
am confident that with God’s blessing and your
prayers he will be “gliding” up the aisle again
soon. /rosie

The Quilter’s History

As they do every year, the Quilters had their
handiwork on display at St. John’s Annual Meeting on
January 19th. They were fabulous! Did you ever
wonder how this ministry started ? Read on.
“Back-in-the-day” Salem held a group of dedicated
women who gathered to sew “cancer pads” and to roll
bandages made of bedsheets. This was, as you can
imagine, before the time of disposable everything. Our
own Deacon, known then as nurse Sally Larabee, was
Executive Director of the Salem County unit of the
American Cancer Society and welcomed the efforts of
this committed group of volunteers.
When easily affordable disposable supplies became
available, and they were no longer needed, many of the
group decided to redirect their skills. They were a very
diverse group of ladies, belonging to several different
churches in Salem, but they enjoyed each other’s
company and loved needlework. They joined a core
group of St. John’s members, and began meeting at St.
John’s. They completed such needlepoint projects as
the altar rail kneeling cushions which are in our chapel,
the choir’s pew cushions, and a wedding kneeler. In
later years they also quilted our church banner, altar
hangings, a priest chausable and two acolyte tabards,
all with St. John’s emblem of a ring of hearts with a
central cross. Then, there was the large quilt donated
to Memorial Hospital of Salem to be raffled off as a
fund-raiser; and one to the library for their raffle, and
one to United Way.
Around 1992, they focused their skills on making crib
sized quilts for the residents of the Ronald McDonald
House in Camden, which at that time was housed in a
double Victorian house. Under the direction of Gail
Boyd, that first year they made eight quilts. They met
in St. John’s Parish Hall or upstairs in the Library,
having to pack up everything after each session. Later
a dedicated room was given for this outreach, making
it much easier to accomplish more.
The group continued to meet at St. John’s, and each
year art students at Salem High, under the direction of
Elizabeth Irvine, make panels for one or two quilts.
Ladies came and went, young and those less young,
stitchers, pattern cutters, assemblers, color
coordinators, and so forth. In 1999, they delivered 13

quilts; in 2002 the number was 25; in 2004 it was 36,
and in 2006, 42. Each year there were more and more
quilts completed reaching a record of 51 in 2012, with
a grand total of 650 to-date. Each quilt bears a label on
the back letting the family know that St. John’s in
Salem, NJ, is praying for them.
There were a few periods when the group did not meet,
for example when Mr. Boyd passed, Gail took a year
off, and in the summer months when the upstairs of the
parish house is too hot to work in. Perhaps this is the
year the air conditioning will be extended!
The Ronald McDonald House in Camden is now
housed in a beautiful new facility all their own, with
family rooms decorated each year by volunteers, and is
headed up by a wonderful staff which welcomes our
quilt delivery each year and provides tours and
information about the House.
Here’s an interesting fact: Gail Boyd ended this year
with 9 empty spools of quilting thread, each spool had
held 350 yards…and that is just one quilter’s use!
Imagine how much the whole group used!
Here are the names of some of the ladies who have
shared their talents over the years:
Pat Adkins
Joyce Hildebrand
Gail Boyd
Emily Messick
Midge Davenport
Sue Nelson
Peggy Fittabile
Ruth Patrick
Chris Githens
Ruth Stradley
Mary Goslin
Esther Weeks
Aud Hamilton
Gail Durham
DeeAnn Harris
Rosie Carroll
Margaret Ferguson
Sue Nelson
Elizabeth Vanaman
Elva Paras
Alice Graeff
Betty Chrustowski
Jane Whitmore
Mary Ann Lyford
Janet Scott
Mary Lou George
Doris Sorenson
Irene Bradway
Marge Ridsdale
Grace DeGrotto
Betty Wismer
Shirley Potter
Rita Hassler
Jane Snyder
Marge Brown
Frannie Shuman
Mary Hogate
Libby Cawman
Libby Whitesall
Glenna Laird
and others
Can we add your name to this list? You do not need to
sew – if you can trace a pattern there’s a chair waiting!
The group meets on Tuesday Mornings 9 to noon.
Speak with Gail Boyd for more information.

02/05
02/08
02/08
02/08
02/12
02/13
02/17
02/19
02/20
02/22
02/24
02/26

Casie Kates
Richard Frieze
Curt Harker
Aiden Willis
Betty Wismer
Jonathan Buck
Daphne Miller
Jennifer Robinson
George Neff
Kathy Paras
Joe Buck
Jim Davis

02/01 Bill and Mary Anne Clisham
02/05 Father Joe and Sharon Moore

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
Guess What?! I have a for-real, forsalary, five-day per week JOB! I was so
very pleased when your new Senior
Warden, Mrs. Harker, and your good Fr.
Steve met with me to explain the
position. I will continue as Fr. Steve’s
assistant, reminding him of
appointments, and alerting Ms Marge
when he has a problem or needs
something – sort of like a living
intercom. I am also to patrol the kitchen
and nursery on a regular basis, warning
other mice to avoid these areas
completely and absolutely or they will
suffer a most tragic death. For this and
for “other duties as assigned” the rent on
my and Ruth’s home will be paid directly
to the landlord…like a kind of “direct
deposit.” Ruth’s job as a
nurse assistant at the
Mouse Mission House
pays well and is very
secure. She loves it. She
gets to meet such
interesting elder-mice
who have wonderful stories to tell about
their life’s adventures in the various stone
gardens around this city. So as you can
see we will be okay as we begin our new
life together.
The other day I overheard some humans
in Ms Marge’s office talking about
something called Valentine’s Day and
that there was going to be a “Spaghetti
Social” in the church hall that evening. I

asked your good Fr. Steve just what
Valentine’s Day was about. He told me
about the saint and
that over the years it
has come to be a
special day for
sweethearts. Wow!
How convenient for
me! I will ask my darling Ruth if she will
accompany me to the parish house that
evening, as there will surely be lots of
leftovers for us to dine on after all the
humans leave the building. We will turn
that Friday night into a very special
evening indeed!
I did not think I could love my Ruth any
more than I did before we were wed, but I
was wrong. The love keeps growing as I
learn more about her and she learns more
about me, and I think God had a very
good idea with this marriage thing! Fr.
Steve showed me a special prayer in the
Book of Common Prayer that I can use
to thank God for this wonderful
arrangement and I share it with you now:
For those we Love

Almighty God, we entrust all who are
dear to us to thy never-failing care and
love, for this life and the life to come,
knowing that thou art doing for them
better things than we can desire or pray
for; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
(Prayer 54, BCP pg 831)
Until next month, I remain,
Joel Churchmouse

+Christian Symbol+
Alpha Mu Omega
The Greek letters that begin the words "yesterday," "today" and "forever"
remind us of Jesus' constant presence with us personally and his eternal nature
that transcends time as we know it. "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8, NIV). Dozens of psalms and other Bible
passages also proclaim that the Lord's "steadfast love endures forever" (e.g., Psalm 100:5, NRSV). What a
reassuring message when life seems troublesome and fleeting!
(from The Newsletter Newsletter February 2014)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner? Simply
leave a message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue. You can
also check it out at St. John’s website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org. St. John’s is also now on
FACEBOOK.
/rc
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for Adults and Children
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

