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that we are more open to the plight of children and
families. Certainly Christmas is more than gifts,
and I believe there is something holy about giving
to others without the expectation of reciprocity.
Perhaps we receive more than we know.

The Rector’s
Reflections
The Season of Advent is often
overshadowed by Christmas
and Christmastide. I think that
Advent really has an identity
crisis. On the one hand, the first two weeks focus
on the coming of the Christ of Glory; the last two
weeks often speak of the coming of the Christ
Child. We are cautioned to “slow down, it’s
Advent” but our commercial world reminds us
about how little time we have to shop until
Christmas. This year the stores are lamenting the
fact that Thanksgiving’s late arrival cuts into the
shopping season. Some weeks ago, Joel Stein of
Time Magazine suggested a solution – making
Thanksgiving a “moveable feast” so that it would
fall on the Thursday following the third Sunday in
November! Actually, I think that the Canadians
have the better idea. They celebrate Thanksgiving
on the second Monday in October, then we could
shop for Christmas even earlier, and we really
could enjoy Advent!

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find the
Celebration schedules for Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. I invite everyone to share in the
true celebration of Christmas. I look forward to
sharing both Advent and Christmas with you and I
pray that you will have an Advent filled with
anticipation and a Christmas filled with
celebration. Oh, I almost forgot, the other
problem with Advent is deciding which color
candles and/or vestments to use, purple or dark
blue….hmmmm…
Blessings and Peace,
Fr. Steve

Salem Area Ministerium’s
ADVENT SERVICE
SCHEDULE

I enjoy both the Advent and Christmas seasons –
Advent, because it calls us to contemplate the
coming of the kingdom of God and the coming of
the Christ child. Both events speak of God
intervening in human history. They call us to
begin our relationship with Him anew and I have
always had a fondness for new beginnings. I enjoy
Christmas because of the way that it generates
both excitement and compassion. The decorations
and lights, the music and I must admit, the
presents, are exciting! The season also awakens in
us a renewed sense of compassion for those in
need. We respond for any number of reasons, but
I like to think that it is because of the Christ Child

As has been the tradition within
the Salem Ministerium, the
Advent Services will be preceded with a free
simple soup & bread supper at 6 p.m. with the
worship service following at 7 p.m.
December 4th: First Baptist Church with Rev.
Ronald Hudak as the Speaker.
December 11th: Haven United Methodist Church
with the Rev. Terri Foster as the Speaker.
December 18th: Spirit Life Fellowship with the
Rev. Jonathan Keshner as the Speaker.
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+ Christian Symbol +
Poinsettias
This shrub, native to Mexico, is at the heart of legend about a poor girl who wanted
to bring Baby Jesus a gift one Christmas Eve. As she walked to church, she
gathered a bouquet of weeds — which Jesus miraculously transformed into lovely
red flowers. Thus the poinsettia (named for Joel Poinsett, the U.S. ambassador to
Mexico who first brought the plant to America) is known in Mexico as la flor de la
Nochebuena (flower of the Holy Night). The poinsettia is also an ideal Christmas
symbol because its leaves turn red when deprived of sunlight and its flowers (the
red inner buds) bloom in December.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter December 2013)
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FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH:
light the candles. Also, as I unpack various
manger scenes, I hide the baby Jesus. He doesn’t
go into the manger until Christmas Eve. Every
child gets an Advent Calendar, although I have
caved into the ones with chocolate in them. The
first year I gave them to Oscar’s grandchildren, a
couple of them ate all the chocolate out of them in
1 night – egads. They have learned now to wait.
It is contagious. If I forget to light the candles, I
am quickly told by one of the assorted grands –
“Me-mom, what about the candles”.

The season of preparation is upon us. The annual
crunch of shopping for Christmas gifts, yanking
out the stored boxes of Christmas ornaments,
sending out cards to all those on your mailing list,
and keeping up with all the tours and events of the
season – ah yes the exhausting month of
December for many of us. Really, I just want to
give everyone gift cards this year and be done
with it. Yet I know that will not suffice for the
young grandchildren in my family and I know that
others are looking forward to the gifts I always get
them, like new pajamas. So I trudge forward,
buying things when I see them and storing them
away in my closet until ‘wrapping time’. It’s easy
for me to become overwhelmed with the thought
of what’s left to do before Christmas. I tell myself
every year that I’m going to get all the wrapping
done before the 23rd so that I can actually enjoy
the holiday. It never happens. I’m always
wrapping stocking stuffers on Christmas Eve.

What if, during this season of preparation, we
endeavored to do one deed of kindness each day –
set aside a canned good for the pantry, gave a bag
of old clothes to a shelter, bought a cup of coffee
for a stranger, or made a donation to fight world
hunger? What if we committed 5 minutes each day
to reading a devotional book or re-read the
scriptures from Sunday (they are printed in the
leaflet)?

On top of everything else, those who celebrate
Christmas are being assaulted from all sides with
those who would like to change it to ‘happy
holidays’ or ‘happy winter festival’ or some such
bologna that completely obviates what Christmas
is all about in the first place. Maybe that is the
whole point. Maybe in our effort to ‘advertise’
this Holy Day, we ourselves have commercialized
it and secularized it to the point that it is
unrecognizable as the Celebration of the Birth of
Our Lord Jesus Christ. Maybe we should just let
them have it as a holiday season and go back to
what we are truly called to celebrate this month.

My prayer this month is that we will use this
season of Advent to prepare our hearts and our
lives into a deeper understanding and joy of our
Lord, Jesus Christ and His great gift to us of
eternal life.
Happy Advent (and Christmas Blessings),
Deacon Sally Maurer

GREENING OF THE CHURCH
9 a.m. Saturday, Dec.21st
__________________________________

What if we challenge ourselves this year to
observing ADVENT not just each Sunday in
church but also at home? My children and my
grandchildren will tell you that I am a big fan of
Advent. Of course we put the Christmas lights
and decorations up. Eventually we even put up a
tree. But central to my early decorating is an
Advent wreath in the center of our big round
kitchen table. Each Sunday I make a big deal
about lighting the next candle and every night
during the week as we gather to eat dinner, we

ST JOHN’S IS ON FACEBOOK!!!!!
St. John’s has a new Facebook Page.
Anyone on Facebook can search St.
John’s Salem to find it, or email
Eileen Miller at:
(ecmiller114@gmail.com)
with your Facebook ID and she will send you an
invitation.
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KNABE PIANO
Our 1924 vintage Knabe studio grand
piano is in place! It was delivered on Monday,
November 25, is being acclimated to the church’s
heat and humidity, (and perhaps will have been
tuned by the time you read this.) It will be
dedicated soon, and Bill will adjust the music
schedule to include a piece for piano as part of the
liturgy at its dedication. It will be used to
accompany at least one of the special Anthems
from Benjamin Britten’s “Ceremony of Carols”
during our lessons & Carols Service on December
22. Thanks to everyone who contributed to the
special music fund which enabled us to have the
piano cleaned and restored. And thanks especially
to Father and Mrs. David Quintana for their
generous offer of the piano to St. John’s Church
upon his retirement as Rector of Holy Trinity
Church, Ocean City, and their move to a small
condominium in the Philadelphia area.

HANDBELLS CONCERTS
Our Salem ringers will present two
identical concerts on Saturday, December 7 for the
Salem Yuletide Open House at 1:00 & 2:15 PM.
They will also ring the Prelude for the Advent I
liturgy on Sunday, December 8 at 10:30. The
Ringers will also participate in the Christmas Eve
music at 10:00 PM, prior to the 10:30 Festival
Eucharist and will ring in Christmas Day at the
conclusion of that liturgy..
ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
The Choir will lead the annual Service of
Nine Lessons & Carols on the Fourth Sunday of
Advent, December 22, at 10:30 AM. This service
is always impressive and inspiring. Invite your
friends to come with you that morning.
The Choir will also participate in the music
prior to the Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist.
Music will begin at 10:00 PM, followed
immediately by the Festival Eucharist at 10:30.
Choir Singers & Handbell Ringers (and
significant others) should begin to contemplate an
appropriate date and time for our annual “PostHoly Day” party. We’ll talk among ourselves….

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

A CHRISTMAS CONCERT

INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you did not participate last season, but
are interested in joining any of these ensembles,
please contact Bill Clisham at your earliest
convenience. We still have openings for bell
ringers (that’s why Bill Clisham has had to both
play and conduct for recent performances.) And
there is always room for more singers in the St.
John’s Choir. Auditions are not required, but a
“get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for
placement and planning purposes. See the back of
the service bulletin for contact information, or
come to the organ console and introduce yourself
following the Organ Postlude.

Sponsored by the Salem County Rotary
Featuring
Salem American Legion Band
WHEN:
WHERE:
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December 3rd, 7 p.m.
Salem Co. Vo-Tech School
880 New Jersey 45
Pilesgrove NJ

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY

As 2013 winds down, my position as Senior
Warden will end with our annual meeting in
January. It has truly been an enjoyable
experience. “Enjoyable” may not be a term you
may expect in regard to such a task, but it hasn’t
been a “task” at all, but a true privilege and honor
to serve in this capacity.

Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne,USAF
Lt. Col. Gwyn Parris-Atwell, USAF
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

Perhaps this can be best summed up because St.
John’s is in good hands, with a rector whom we all
like and who works to serve not only our parish
but the community at large. Having served on the
search committee when he was called, I can
boastfully say I think he has and is a good fit!

The Parish Register
Burial
Elizabeth Melita – October 30, 2013

In similar manner, our Director of Music is a gem.
I believe Bill Clisham enjoys his “job” and it
shows. In my humble way of working with Bill
on budget items and funding for special music, I
can say that he is caring and conscientious. How
fortunate St. John’s is for the excellent music
program that it has had over the years and
continues to have under Bill’s direction.

SAMARITAN’S PURSE
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SHOEBOXES

In a dual capacity, I have also been serving as the
Chair of the Outreach Committee. This too is a
role that I enjoy. The members of this committee
seem to get it... they understand that there is great
need within our community and that we have a
responsibility to help. Each year we give a sizable
donation to several larger, local charities such as
Family Promise of Salem County, Meals on
Wheels, etc. but also attempt to help out on a
smaller level. This outreach, combined with what
Fr. Steve does with his rector’s discretionary fund,
refreshed through the loose offering each Sunday,
does make a difference.

November 3rd was the
last day to bring in
your filled “shoebox”
for the Samaritan’s
Purse Operation
Christmas Child
project, and we
exceeded last year’s
total! 35 “shoeboxes” were delivered to our drop
off point by Lori and Ryan Bailey that day. Thank
You! To the Bailey’s and to everyone who
participated in this most worthwhile outreach.

While I will not be Sr. Warden next year, I still
have two years to serve on Vestry to complete my
term. I look forward to working with the other
parishioners and members of Vestry to keep our
church buildings in good repair, monitor and
oversee the finances, and make sure that through
programs and outreach, St. John’s is all it can be
to you, our members, and to our community.

ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL MEETING
Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held
on January 19th following the 10:30 a.m. service.
Watch your Sunday Bulletins and the January
Forerunner for more details.

Ron Magill
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
BREAKFAST
December 14th , 9 am – 11 a.m. Salem Women’s
Ministry will host a Breakfast at First Presbyterian
Church in Salem. Join us as we share delightful
fellowship, delicious food and worthwhile
teaching. There is no charge and childcare is
provided.

_______________________
A Holiday

SCOTTISH TEA AND SCONES
Our third Annual Scottish Tea
will be held on December 14th,
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the parish
hall. Bring your favorite tea cup
and enjoy refreshments, pipes,
music and poetry. Admission is
free and both men and women are welcome. Our
thanks to Celeste Willis, Margaret Ferguson and
all those helping to make this a most enjoyable
evening.

________________________________________

CAN I FOLLOW YOU HOME?
Let me tell you about myself. My
name is Toby and I am a very
well-behaved, 9 year-old,
medium-sized, mixed longhaired male dog with all my
shots and I have been neutered.
Whew! That’s a lot, but there is
more. I really love children, and
have shared my current home with
cats as well. It is unfortunate that I will soon be
homeless as my humans are moving to Scotland
and cannot take me with them. Won’t you please
consider giving me a home and, if you cannot,
please ask your friends or neighbors if they’d be
interested? Then give David and Celeste Willis a
call as soon as possible and let them tell me about
you. I know we could be great friends!
Waiting to hear from YOU,’
Toby

12/05
Chardana Sweeney
12/09
Jennifer K. Frieze
12/11
Wyatt A. Irvine
12/18
Aryanna Kernan
12/27
Norma Sweeney
12/30
Jeanette Finney
12/30
Aud Hamilton
______________________________________

SALEM YULETIDE TOUR
St. John’s is once again a stop on the Salem
Yuletide Tour on Dec. 7th . Our Handbell
musicians will present two identical concerts – at
1 pm and 2:15 pm - and Mr Clisham will play
seasonal organ music 3:30 until 5 pm while the
church is open. A light lunch will be for sale in
the parish house as well as baked goods and gifts.
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EVENSONG AT ST. JOHN’S

Let Nothing Ever Grieve Thee by Johannes
Brahms; Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the
Lord by Carl Shalk and Saints Bound for Heaven,
arr. by Alice Parker and Robert Shaw. The Prayer
of General Thanksgiving and Dismissal were
followed by the Recessional Hymn Ye Watchers
and Ye Holy Ones (Lasst Uns Erfreuen). The
service concluded with the rousing Final
(Symphonie No. 1, Opus 14) by Louis Vierne,
performed by Joanne Owen, Director of Music
Emerita of St. John’s.

The following article was copied from the
recent newsletter of The American Guild of
Organists, and shared with us by Mr. Clisham
Charlene Cranmer CAGO
A Candlelight Evensong at St. John’s Episcopal
Church, Salem
November 3, 2013, All Saints’ Sunday, turned out
to be an absolutely beautiful day. So beautiful, in
fact, that I decided to drive to Salem, NJ to attend
the All Saints’ Evensong given at St. John’s
Episcopal Church. The experience was well worth
the hour and fifteen minute drive.

I left feeling very fulfilled, both musically and
spiritually. Sitting inside the beautiful interior of
St. John’s, combined with experiencing the
beautiful choral and organ music, gave a fitting
ending to the Feast of All Saints’. Many thanks to
Bill Clisham, Music Director and Choir
Conductor, Joanne Owen, Music Director Emerita
and Organist, Fr. Steven Carroll, the Officiant
Rev. Maurer, the choir and lectors who
contributed their talents to create this wonderful
service! I look forward to returning for more of St.
John’s music in the near future.

The Evensong began with an organ prelude
consisting of Jehan Alain’s Variations on Lucis
Creator and Gerald Near’s Requiem Aeternam.
The choir processed in silently during the last part
of the Near piece. Following the Sentences and
Confession of Sin, the choir sang Richard
Shepherd’s setting of the Preces and Responses
(“O Lord, open Thou our lips and our mouth shall
show forth thy praise”). This was followed by the
congregational singing of the hymn “O Gracious
Light” (Conditor Siderum). The choir then sang a
beautiful setting of Psalm 149 by Charles Villiers
Stanford (“Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new
song; sing His praises in the congregation of the
faithful”).

Ed. Note: Charlene T. Cramner is the Dean of
The Southwest Jersey Chapter of the American
Guild of Organists and resides in Lumberton, NJ.
We can only echo Ms Cramner’s praise and are
thankful we can enjoy this caliber of music in our
worship every week!
The American Guild of
Organists, or AGO, is a
national organization of
academic, church, and
concert organists in the U.S.,
headquartered in The
Interchurch Center in New
York City. It was founded in
1896 as both an educational
and service organization. The Guild seeks to set
and maintain high musical standards and to
promote understanding and appreciation of all
aspects of organ and choral music. Membership is
not limited to professional organists, but is open to
anybody with an interest in the organ and organ
music.
(From Wikipedia)

The First Lesson (Ephesians 1:11-23), was read by
Mary Anne Clisham. This was followed by John
Rutter’s Magnificat (“My soul doth magnify the
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour…”). The second lesson (Luke 6:20-31)
was then read by George Neff. This was followed
by the Canticle Nunc Dimittis (“Lord, lettest Thou
thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy
word”) in a setting by John Rutter. The
congregation then recited the Apostle’s Creed and
the Prayers.
Following the Welcome and Announcements, the
hymn The Day That Thou Gavest (St. Clement)
was sung during the offering. Three beautiful and
varied anthems followed the offering. They were
7
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Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:

experiences that sometimes change the direction
we thought we were going in. I felt my
upcoming marriage to Ms Ruth was like that.
There were different plans to make now and
another person’s input to consider when making
choices. I thought Fr. Steve would send me to
my Bible for some heavy reading, but instead he
handed me a copy of Dr. Seuss’s book, “Oh, the
Places You’ll Go”– He said we all make choices
every day, from what to have for lunch to
whether or not to marry, to wear blue socks or
brown, or whether or not to live here or
there…in the end it is our own choices which we
have to live with.

By the next time I write you, I will be married!
Ms Ruth and I have set the date as December 31st
– New Year’s Eve! Her whole family gathered at
Thanksgiving and everyone felt it would be great
to begin our new life together along with the
New Year. After checking with Fr. Steve, it was
settled.
Later on, during
Thanksgiving weekend,
Ruth’s uncle took us on a
tour of the Presbyterian
stone garden, which is
located right next to St.
John’s parking lot. He used live there and while
visiting with his former neighbors just prior to
Thanksgiving, he heard that there was a cute
little nest coming available soon in an older
section of the garden. He felt this would be
perfect for us as the older section does not get as
much human traffic as the newer sections. Ruth
and I found the nest to be just wonderful and it
would be available for Ruth to move in around
Christmastime. Ruth is anxious to decorate and
have it ready for us by January 1st. Ruth’s father
is also anxious to begin renovation of Ruth’s old
room as the need for the new nursery is fast
approaching.

As Dr. Seuss says:
“You have brains in your head. You have feet in
your shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction
you choose. You're on your own, and you know
what you know. And YOU are the guy who'll
decide where to go.”
Wishing you only happy choices in this coming
New Year and many smiles to share with those
you hold dear….oh dear I’m beginning to talk
like Dr. Seuss!…so, I will close for now and wish
you all Happy Holidays!

Joel Churchmouse

Ruth and I are so very happy and this Christmas
will be a most joyous one indeed! Fr. Steve has
made it possible for Ruth’s folks to speak with
my family, via the telephone, and we truly feel
our decision to marry is supported by both
families – and that is a very good thing indeed!
So, you can see that my life’s road has taken
quite a turn into some momentous new
adventures!

DINING TO DONATE WRAP-UP
Our “Dining To Donate” event, held October 29th,
was great fun with good food!
Amount of flyers: 22
The guest count: 52
The total sales: $ 849.60
St. John’s will receive 10% of the total sales, so,
about $85. Thank-You! To all who participated.
The funds will go towards our Christmas outreach
programs.

I was in a rather reflective mood when I spoke
with your good Fr. Steve the other day, and we
talked about life’s changing paths and
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SUNDAY

1

MONDAY

2

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Practice
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour –
B-day/Anniv. Cake

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off
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9
Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Practice
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour
VESTRY MTG.
3 pm Brass Concert
in Carneys Point

TUESDAY

9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour
2-7pm SJ Med Ctr
Party (possibly)

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

22

23

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

6

7

9-noon IAC
9-noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga

10:30-noon
CIACC
Noon Eucharist
12:30-2 pm
YSC
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Office Closed

Salem
Yuletide TourHandbells and
Organ music,
lunch and sale

10

11

12

13

14

9-noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm Bell
Ringer Prac.
8 pm NA

Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Office Closed

9-11:00 a.m.
Womens Bkfst
at 1st Presby.

17

18

19

20

21

5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm Bell
Ringer Prac.
8 pm NA

Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Office Closed

9 a.m.
Greening of
the Church

Ringer Prac.
8 pm NA
7 pm Am. Legion
Band Concert at
Vo-Tech

15 8 am H.E. Rite I 16

THURSDAY

3

6:30-8pm Bell

9:30-1 pm
Shawosa
Garden
Club mtg.

WEDNESDAY

6-8:30 pm
Scottish Tea &
Scones

(possible S.J.
Med.Ctr Party)

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am Lessons &
Carols
Fellowship Hour

24

25

26

27

5 p.m. Family
Christmas
Eucharist &
Pageant
10 p.m. Choral
offering
10:30 p.m. Festival
Eucharist
CHRISTMAS EVE

10 a.m.
Eucharist
(Spoken)

5-6 pm Yoga

Office Closed

29

30

31

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

5-6 pm Yoga

CHRISTMAS
DAY

28

January’s
Newsletter
Deadline

Notes:
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
FSO: Family Support Organization
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
IAC – Interagency Council

6:30-8pm Bell
Ringer Prac.
8 pm NA
NEW YEAR’S EVE
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The Greening of the Church ~December 2013
Once again, it’s time for planning the church Christmas decorations, which will
include the traditional poinsettias and greens. We will order the plants and greens
as your donations allow. If you would like to make a donation to the Christmas
Decoration Fund, please complete the form below.
Then drop this form and your donation into the offering plate on Sunday
or
mail your form and donation to:
St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
**PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST BY DECEMBER 15, 2013.
NOTE: Please make checks payable to St. John’s Episcopal Church and
write “Christmas Decoration Fund” on the memo line of check.

Your Name: _______________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _______________________Amount donated & attached: ______________
In memory of whom:
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for:
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Questions? Please call the Parish Office: 856-935-1798.
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for Adults and Children
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel (not Christmas Day)

CHRISTMAS SERVICES:
24TH: 5 P.M. Family Christmas Eucharist and Pageant
24TH 10 p.m. Choral Offering
24TH 10:30 p.m. Festival Eucharist
25th 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (no music)

St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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