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The Rector’s Reflections
It seems that the season of autumn has finally arrived. The leaves are either turning color
or falling to the ground. The sound of football is in the air and it is getting colder. Soon
planning for Thanksgiving Dinner will be on the horizon.
November will mark the welcoming of the Right Rev. William “Chip” Stokes as the 12 th
Bishop of the Diocese of New Jersey. It seems that we have been preparing for his arrival for some months
now, and at the end – or should I say the beginning – is now in sight. The Right Rev. George Councell, the
11th Bishop, will begin his new life in retirement, well, not really. He has taken a job as a part-time school
chaplain. I think it will keep him just busy enough. I believe all of us wish him well and are grateful for his
guidance and leadership over the past decade. At St. John’s, we will offer a live streaming of the
consecration on November 2nd, for those who wish to view it as a community but would find it rather
difficult to travel to Trenton. The service itself begins promptly at 11 and our doors will be open at 10 a.m.
The month of November always begins with the Feast of All Saints. It is a time when we remember those
persons who, whether they are memorialized on the calendar or not, by their life and example are “beacons
of light in their generations.” Their actions and their faith serve as examples to us. In his epistles, St. Paul
used the term “saints” to describe all members of the church, because he believed that all of us were to serve
as examples to others. During the “age of martyrs” the term began to be applied more specifically to those
who had given their lives in witness to their faith in Jesus Christ. I do not know that many of us are
personally acquainted with any of the “new style” saints, but we may well know of persons living and dead
who live, or have lived, their faith in their everyday lives. Living witness is what St. Paul had in mind in his
usage of the term “saint” and I like his usage best.
The next event of November falls on the 11th, with Veteran’s/Armistice Day - the day in which World War I,
the “war to end all wars” ended – at the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918. As we
remember and honor all veterans, we pray that indeed war will end in the entire world.
Finally, there is Thanksgiving – our national holy day. It is interesting to listen to historians debate the
circumstances, location and menus of the first Thanksgiving. It offers an opportunity for us to give thanks
for blessings received, to gather families together and to be of service to others in need. Thanksgiving also
marks the beginning of the “holiday season”. Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanza, and New Years Day will
provide reasons to celebrate with family and friends, remembering endings and looking forward to new
beginnings. There will be a number of community events to mark the season as well. It will most certainly
be a busy time.
In all of the remembering, preparing and celebrating, I hope that you will find a sense of peace and
contentment. Oh, and by the way, don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour on November 2 nd, before
you retire for the evening. The end indeed cometh for Daylight Savings Time on November 3 rd.
Blessings and Peace, Fr. Steve
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+ Christian Symbol +
Almond
In Numbers 17:1-8, God settles a dispute among the Israelites by
directing Moses to obtain a staff from each of Israel's 12 tribes and to
place the staffs in the Tent of Meeting. The one representing the tribe
God chose would sprout. The next day, not only had the staff of Aaron,
representing the tribe of Levi, sprouted, but it had blossomed and borne
ripe almonds. Thus, the almond came to symbolize God's approval. By
extension, it has also been used as a symbol of the Virgin Mary, who found divine favor and
was chosen to bear God's Son.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter November 2013)
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From The Deacon’s Bench:
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. What a
wonderful activity! I take them to the local dollar
store and turn them loose with a shoebox. They
are instructed to fill their box with something for a
child their own age. They know that they cannot
put chocolate, liquids, or war items. They prepare
a note for the child receiving the box. They
include their school picture. They are creative,
thoughtful, excited and touched by the project.
When we have our boxes together, we pray for the
child that will receive the box. We watch videos
on line of some of the children who have received
the boxes in the past, we cry together. Several of
them want to do more than one shoebox. Wow!

All our lives, my siblings and I wondered why my
father would get all mushy over babies. All
babies, not just ours, every ones. He is always the
‘Pop-pop’ to every baby he sees. They respond
with smiles and warmth. He can be seen cooing
and making over babies at stores, in the park and
at church. Really. Anywhere. He sends email
pictures of cute babies. He talks about the young
mother with the cute baby he met at the grocery
store. He prays for them in his daily prayers.
They just touch him.
We kids rolled our eyes. Come on now, Dad, you
have plenty of your own grandchildren to fawn
over, isn’t that enough without going up to total
strangers? Aren’t you worried that these mothers
might even think it is a little creepy being so
‘familiar’ with their offspring? I confess I never
really understood it. I love my grandbabies and I
love my nieces and nephews. My life is full trying
to keep up with 13+ grands and all their activities.

My niece has been visiting me on Saturdays for a
few weeks while her parents work. Her mother
has done a really good job at instilling the value of
charitable giving into her daughters. So, Annie
was telling me that she was going to ‘trick or treat’
for Unicef this year instead of asking for candy.
This is her own idea, not something sponsored by
a church or a group. I wanted to encourage her, so
we went on line and found that you can order the
trick or treat mite boxes for free. I ordered them
for her and hopefully she gets them shortly. She
has even added that if people don’t want to just
give her change, she is making a lot of those
rubberband bracelets to sell to people with the
proceeds going to her Unicef collection. I’m
blown away that a seven year old sees the world
this way.

But, I gotta tell you. I suddenly ‘got it’ the other
day. Something has come all over me about
babies and young children (well, even the
teenagers I’m amazed to admit). Maybe it is my
age or stage, guess you could blame it on that.
Maybe it is because I’m a deacon and I get to do
neat things like baptize babies at our church. Or
maybe, just maybe, God is speaking to me through
those innocent young lives.
Indeed, I hear God’s voice strongly telling me that
when we welcome Him into our hearts with open
childlike trust, He shows us His love in clear and
simple ways. I cannot help but ‘catch’ their
enthusiasm and joy. Probably makes me look like
a simpleton but the joy feels marvelous.

Before school started, we collected all the
ingredients for the backpack project. I decided to
take a leaf out of Celeste’s book (more like a huge
binder of ideas) and set up a ‘build-a-backpack’
station at coffee hour. Guess who went through
the line again and again and again packing
backpacks. You guessed it – the children.

We are fast approaching the most stressful time of
the year for many of us. I’m already dreading the
volume of shopping, wrapping, preparing and
work facing me – yet every minute is worth it
when I see the joy on the kids faces when they see
what is inside the wrappings. Similarly, several of
my grandchildren and I have been packing

Father Steve, Celeste and I met with Deacon Debi
Clarke in an effort to learn what we can do to
bring better programming to our tweens and teens.
CONTINUES ON PAGE 4…
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CONTINUATION OF “From the Deacon’s
Bench”:
We brainstormed some ideas and came up with a
once-a-month Fellowship Dinner. Our first
meeting, hopefully, will be on Thursday,
November 21st and the topic will be
‘Thankfulness’. We hope this will be the start of
many wonderful evenings where we will probably
receive more spiritual blessings than the kids do!

CHANGE OF PLANS
FOR VIEWING CONSECRATION OF
BISHOP-ELECT STOKES
St. John’s was to be one of three sites in the
Diocese selected for simultaneous viewing
(Podcast) of the Consecration of Bishop-Elect
Stokes on November 2nd.

My prayer this month – “Lord, help me to open
my eyes and my heart to you as your child. Guide
my thoughts and my actions to reflect you in all
that I do. Help me to see Your great love for all of
us through the eyes of the children in my life.
Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Saviour. Amen.

Unfortunately, the Transition Committee decided
recently that it was necessary to cancel these
gatherings and instead to provide a live web
stream of the consecration that can be viewed on
desktop computers or mobile devices (e.g. tablets
and smartphones) that are connected to the
Internet. Information about viewing the
consecration online will be posted on a new
website that will soon launch at
newjersey.anglican.org/consecration,
The worship bulletin for the consecration also will
be available for downloading.

Deacon Sally Maurer

ST JOHN’S IS ON FACEBOOK!!!!!
St. John’s has a new Facebook Page.
Anyone on Facebook can search St.
John’s Salem to find it, or email
Eileen Miller at:
(ecmiller114@gmail.com)
with your Facebook ID and she will send you an
invitation.

At this writing, Fr. Steve is working out a plan to
show this web stream (via computer and a
projector) in the parish hall on that date. All are
welcome to join us – doors open at 10 a.m. and
service begins at 11 am, Nov. 2nd.

REMEMBERING
The brass Pulpit in St. John’s church was placed
there in 1914, and was given by Mary Sinnickson
Hopkins and Margaret Prescott Stoughton. The
former pulpit was made of walnut and was
donated to Good Shepherd Church in Pittman. It is
interesting that, when standing in the pulpit, you
can see an indentation made to fit a man’s pocket
watch (in common use in 1914) on the top of the
wood railing on the right. The watch would not
slide off the rail and the speaker would know
when he was talking too long!
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INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you did not participate last season, but
are interested in joining any of these ensembles,
please contact Bill Clisham at your earliest
convenience. We still have an opening for bell
ringers (that’s why Bill Clisham had to ring bells
and conduct on October 20.) And there is always
room for more singers in the St. John’s Choir.
Auditions are not required, but a “get-acquainted
meeting” is necessary for placement and planning
purposes. See the back of the service bulletin for
contact information, or come to the organ console
and introduce yourself following the Organ
Postlude.

CANDLELIGHT CHORAL EVENSONG
The Choir of St. John’s will sing a special
Candlelight Choral Evensong on All Saints
Sunday, November 03, 2013 at 4:00 PM.
Evensong is a beautiful contemplative
service of music, scripture, and prayers with
ancient roots in the Anglican Church. St. John’s
Church building, erected in 1838, in a blend of
Norman and Gothic styles, is an appropriate
setting for such a service. The church building is
surrounded by the cemetery dating from 1722, so,
in a manner of speaking, we will be surrounded by
the saints on this All Saints Sunday (as we are
each week).
The choir of volunteer and professional
singers, under the direction of William Clisham,
Minister of Music, and assisted by organist Joanne
Owen, Minister of Music Emerita, will offer
music appropriate to the remembrance of All
Saints, composed by Richard Shepherd, John
Rutter, Charles Villiers Stanford, Johannes
Brahms, Carl Schalk, and Alice Parker. In
addition, Ms. Owen will play Organ Preludes and
Postludes by Jehan Alain, Gerald Near and Louis
Vierne.
Please come and invite all your friends for
this very special service.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com

A Hymn of Praise
The familiar hymn often called “The Doxology”
or “The Common Doxology” was written by
Thomas Ken in 1674 as the concluding verse of a
morning hymn, “Awake, My Soul, and With the
Sun,” and an evening hymn, “Glory to Thee, My
God, This Night.” The lyrics are appropriate for
any time of giving or thanksgiving. Consider using
this hymn as your Thanksgiving dinner prayer.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

THE ALL HANDBELLS LITURGY
Sunday, October 20, was another great
success. If you missed it, you REALLY missed it!
Bravo! Bell Ringers. Our Salem
ringers are now preparing to play
on Saturday, December 7 for the
Salem Yuletide Open House and
Preludes for the Advent II liturgy
on Sunday, December 8 at 10:30.

Some church bodies have altered the words to
“The Doxology” slightly, but the overall sentiment
— praising the Triune God — remains the same.
How profound to know that when we sing it, we
join Christians around the world and across nearly
440 years!
(from The Newsletter Newsletter – Nov 2013)
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ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH TO HOLD
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY

St. George’s Episcopal Church in Pennsville will
hold its annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday,
November 2nd, 8 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne,USAF
Lt. Col. Gwyn Parris-Atwell, USAF
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

They will be serving breakfast or lunch with
donuts and coffee for breakfast, and pulled pork or
chicken salad sandwiches for lunch, plus their
famous pies for dessert. Tables will include crafts,
jams and jellies, flea market, bake sale and books.
There will also be a Santa’s Gift Shop and a
Chinese Auction.

The Parish Register

For directions or questions, call 856-678-7979. St.
George’s Parish House is located on Church
Landing Street just off Broadway in Pennsville
(behind the big white house).

Baptisms:
October 13: Jolene Rose Schultz
October 13: Maxwell James Battiato

CHICKEN POT PIE LUNCHEON
NOVEMBER 17th
November 17, 2013 - Doug and
Theresa VanSant are hosting a
luncheon featuring Doug's
famous "Angie's Diner"
Homemade Chicken Potpie. The
potpie will be served after the
10:30 service on November 17th
in the Parish Hall. We will need
cranberry sauce, coleslaw, rolls
and desserts. Everything else will be provided. If
you would like to bring some of these items please
see or contact Diane Wohlrab.
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION
(Also known as “Sunday School”)
Christian Formation at St. John’s is not limited to
the very young. Our Adult Forum meets in the
Parish Hall from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. The
season has started with discussion of the book The
Jesuit Guide to Almost Everything by James
Martin, S.J. The discussions are open to everyone
and there is always room for one more even if you
missed the previous sessions.
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/04
11/06
11/08
11/12
11/18
11/23

The teens of St. John’s are using a curriculum
based on the Feasting on the Word series, and our
youngest members are hearing about the “SuperHeroes of the Bible”.
You and Your Family are invited to find yourself
a chair and join us between services for the
Christian Formation class tailored for you.

Andrew Irvine
Amy Schwarz
Craig Schwarz
Sydney Corney
Zachary Jaeger
John Laning III
Henry James Hollenweger
Earle Robinson
Rob Runkle

COMMUNITY
THANKSGIVING SERVICE
LOOKING AHEAD TO

The Salem Area Ministerial Association will hold
a community-wide Thanksgiving service on
Sunday, November 24th, 3 p.m., at the First
Presbyterian Church in Salem. Every
denomination is invited to share in this service of
worship, song and prayer. You are asked to bring
a nonperishable food item for the Salvation Army
Food Bank.

DECEMBER:

 7th: Yuletide Tour includes St.
John’s with Handbell performance,
and special music.
 14th: 6 – 8:30 pm – Scottish Tea and
Scones in the Parish Hall.
 21st & 22nd : Greening of the Church
 22nd: Advent IV: Lessons and
Carols (instead of the Sunday
Eucharist)
 24th 5 pm Family Christmas
Eucharist and Pageant; 10 pm Choral
offering; 10:30 pm Festival
Eucharist.
 25th 10 a.m. Christmas Day spoken
Holy Eucharist- Rite II (no music)

Samaritan’s Purse
OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD

Sunday, November 3rd is the
last day to return your
“shoebox”. They will then be taken to our Drop
Off point for delivery. Thank you to all who
participated in this wonderful outreach!
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Dear friends at St. John’s and beyond:

Steve’s desk, but it is time for Ruth and I
to have a place of our own together. It is
kind of fun to daydream about our
future together. I’m
sure we will have
much to discuss
when I am at her home on Thanksgiving
Day, and I know we have so very much to
be thankful for too – new family
additions, a new home, welcoming inlaws, and most especially each other!

Thanksgiving is near!
I can smell all that
cooking now! My
future mother-inlaw has invited me to
dinner at their house
and she is a very
good cook, so it should be grand! Since
my family is in Ohio, it will also be nice
to share the day with Ruth’s family. They
have really gone out of their way to
include me in their family happenings.

“I will praise the name of God with a song;
I will magnify him with thanksgiving.”
Psalm 69:30

The last time I was at their home, Ruth’s
father took me aside and asked if I would
mind moving the wedding up a bit.
Mind?! Of course! I would love to move
the date up! He said that he would not
ordinarily interfere with our plans, but
my mother-in-law-to-be is expecting a
new little one or two or three soon and
they would need Ruth’s room for the
nursery. He had already spoken to Ruth
and she did not mind either, so now we
will have to set a new date when we are all
together at Thanksgiving.

Ruth and I wish
everyone a very
Happy
Thanksgiving!

Until next month,
Joel Churchmouse

Ruth and I have also talked about where
we would live after the wedding, and I was
not surprised to learn that she had already
scoped out a few places for us to look at
together. So, next week we have set time
aside to find our future home. I hate to
leave my cozy room at One Credenza
Lane, what with its close proximity to Fr.
8

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1
ALL
SAINTS
Office
Closed

3 Daylight Savings

4

Time ENDS
8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Practice
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour –
B-day/Anniv. Cake
4 pm: EVENSONG

Fr.Steve at
Clergy
Conference

5

6

7

8

5-6 pm Yoga

Office
Closed

ELECTION
DAY
Fr.Steve at
Clergy Conf.

10:30-noon
CIACC
12:30-2 pm YSC
NO Noon
Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA
Fr.Steve at Clergy
Conference

12

13

14

15

9-noon
Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm
Bell Ringers
8 pm NA

Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Office
Closed

IAC
9-noon
Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm
Bell Ringers

8 pm NA

10 8 a.m. H.E. Rite I 11

SATURDAY

2
CONSECRATION OF
BISHOP ELECT
STOKES –11 am

9

16

9 a.m. Choir Practice
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour
VESTRY MTG.

VETERAN’S
DAY

178 a.m. H.E. Rite I

18

19

20

21

22

23

9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite IIFellowship Hour–Pot
Pie Luncheon.

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

9-noon
Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm
Bell Ringers
8 pm NA

Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Office
Closed

DECEMBER
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

24 CHRIST THE

25

26

27

28

29

30

KING SUNDAY
8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour
3 P.M. Community
Thanksgiving Service
at 1st Presbyterian .

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

9-noon
Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm
Bell Ringers
8 pm NA

Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

THANKSGIVING
DAY

Office
Closed

Fr. Steve’s
Day Off

Possible Teen
& Tween
Dinner Mtg. –
time TBA

Notes:
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
FSO: Family Support Organization
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
IAC – Interagency Council
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for Adults and Children
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

SALEM AREA MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION’S COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE
SUNDAY NOV. 24, 3 P.M. AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Dated Material –
Please Deliver Promptly
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