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The Rector’s Reflections
At various times during the month my office desk is covered with piles of mail, paper,
and assorted messages. A site of organized chaos! I like to think that I know where
everything is, but sometimes, even I am surprised by what I find. Buried deep in the
“miscellaneous articles” pile was an offering from The Living Church about a parish in
Akron, Ohio. The parish has 1400 communicants with a multiple clergy staff. It sits on
what once was the polo field of the Firestone estate. The article talked about the
“Three pillars of St. Paul’s” and I read it with interest. Maybe we could find a pillar to use. Their three
pillars were: Families, Outreach, and Music.
As I thought about out life at St. John’s in Salem, it seemed to me that we have some of the same pillars in
varying degrees. We have a wonderful music program, with a dedicated and choir and Minister of Music.
We have bell ringers, we are missing madrigal singers, but I am sure that can be remedied somewhere down
the line.
We are involved in a number of outreach projects in the community and beyond. Our buildings are used by
various community organizations and other groups. We contribute time and talent and even treasure to any
number of projects. We have not been involved in any “mission trips” during my tenure, but who knows
what God may have in store for us down the road.
We have families – not as many as we would like, but we seem to be growing. There are folks who stop in
each Sunday to see what we are about. We work hard to provide activities for children and youth, but we
can always think of things we are not doing.
I wonder though if we take ourselves for granted. We have grown accustomed to having a good choir, we
have grown accustomed to certain individuals taking the lead on events or projects. We expect that the heat
or air conditioning, the lights, and the alarms, will all function as needed. Maybe we need to take another
look at who we are and where we are. Maybe the pillars we have need to be shored up and some others need
to be added. What other ministries you would like to see at St. John’s? and how would YOU like to be
involved in them? There is always room for one more suggestion or idea or volunteer as well as one more
note on my desk, but please don’t move the piles.
Blessings,

Fr. Steve
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+Christian Symbol+
"Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum"
Latin for "The Word of the Lord Endures Forever," this motto of the Lutheran
arm of the Protestant Reformation comes from 1 Peter 1:25. Frederick the
Wise, ruler of Saxony and one of Martin Luther's earliest and most powerful
defenders, had the VDMA symbol sewn into the right sleeve of the official
garments of his court. The symbol also appeared on banners, flags, swords and
uniforms, representing the unity of the Lutheran laity in defending their beliefs.

(from The Newsletter Newsletter October 2013)
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From The Deacon’s Bench:

Recently David Miller and I attended the Diocesan
Long term Recovery Advisory Group meeting at
Diocesan House in Trenton. It was an interesting
first meeting for us, not what I expected, but right
up David’s alley. The plans of the group are to
help the Diocese to plan for action in the event of
future disasters.







I must say, I thought that it would include an
update on the ‘state of affairs’ in the Super Storm
Sandy aftermath. Some of the other members,
whose parishes are in or very near Sandy
destruction, did tell us about the ongoing battles
they are waging. A long discussion ensued about
how to get people ‘into the system’ which isn’t as
easy as it sounds.











A Long Term Recovery group has been formed as
a cooperative between Salem and Gloucester
Counties – I had hoped to be on that group but
somehow I got dropped off of the email list, I’m
hoping to fix that soon with Keith Adams help. In
addition, I have contacted the other 3 Episcopal
churches in Salem County to form a consortium
for disaster planning between ourselves. Last but
not least, before the fall is out, we will complete at
least the ‘bronze level’ of the Episcopal Relief and
Development’s planning guide.

Deacon Sally

September is Disaster Preparedness Month and we
have been including information in the Sunday
leaflets for individual families to use for planning.
The least that we all can do is follow the Red
Cross’s guidelines for creating a survival kit.
Imagine that it was October last year when Super
Storm Sandy wreaked her havoc on the East
Coast. Here are the ‘minimum’ requirements for a
home survival kit. Many more resources are
available at www.redcross.org.


Food—non-perishable, easy-to-prepare
items (3-day supply for evacuation, 2-week
supply for home)
Flashlight
Battery-powered or hand-crank radio
(NOAA Weather Radio, if possible)
Extra batteries
First aid kit
Medications (7-day supply) and medical
items
Multi-purpose tool
Sanitation and personal hygiene items
Copies of personal documents (medication
list and pertinent medical information,
proof of address, deed/lease to home,
passports, birth certificates, insurance
policies)
Cell phone with chargers
Family and emergency contact information
Extra cash
Emergency blanket
Map(s) of the area

Water—one gallon per person, per day (3day supply for evacuation, 2-week supply
for home)
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come to the organ console and introduce yourself
following the Organ Postlude.
GRAND PIANO
We are well on our way to having funds to
receive the 1924, hand-crafted Knabe Studio
Grand Piano that you’ve read about in the Sunday
bulletin announcements. Thanks to all who have
contributed thus far, or promised to contribute, to
this cause. At this point I think we can consider it
a “fait accompli”.

MUSIC NOTES:
ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
Our Choir Retreat on September 7 was a
great success … lots of food, lots of fun, lots of
music. The choir’s first Choral Eucharist of the
2013-2014 season was Sunday, September 8. It
certainly is good to have the choir back, leading
the liturgy. We are preparing now for a special
All Saints Sunday Choral Evensong (November 3
at 4:00 PM) in addition to our regular Sunday
morning liturgical music. There is always room
for an additional singer or two. We are especially
in need of a few more tenors and baritones. But
sopranos and altos will not be turned away.
.
SPECIAL HANDBELL LITURGY
Our fabulous handbell ensemble, The
Salem Ringers, resumed regular rehearsals on
Tuesday, September 17, with reduced numbers for
the Fall semester, due to a family schedule conflict
and up-coming carpel tunnel surgeries. None-theless, we are scheduled to play an “All Handbells
Liturgy” on Sunday, October 20, including
Prelude, Offertory, Postlude and Hymn
accompaniments. It will be exciting … and a bit
of a change of pace. You won’t want to miss it.
Because of reduced forces (for the time being) we
will welcome additional ringers (high school age
& adult) with music reading experience and a
willingness to learn a new music skill.

In service to Christ and His Church,

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music (cell) 908-472-7597
(e-mail) wfclish@aol.com

INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you did not participate last season, but
are interested in joining any of St. John’s music
ensembles, please contact Bill Clisham at your
earliest convenience. Auditions are not required,
but a “get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for
placement and planning purposes. See the back of
the service bulletin for contact information, or
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FAMILY PROMISE
PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY

Family Promise of Salem County is sponsoring a
“Taste of South Jersey” fundraiser to fund our
mission to help homeless families regain their
independence.

Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
Lance Corporal Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne,USAF
Lt. Col. Gwyn Parris-Atwell, USAF
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF

Date: Monday, October 14, 2013
Time: 4:30 to 5:30pm—Cocktail Hour
5:30 to 8:30 p.m—Event
Place: Riverview Inn, Pennsville, NJ
Tickets: $40 per person. Ticket price
includes a sheet of raffle tickets (a $5 value)
Tickets are available now.

The Parish Register

Sample the best food in Salem County. 20
different Vendors will be there representing local
restaurants and caterers. You get to vote for the
Best in each category

Burials:

Joseph Boon
George Githins

https://familypromise.ticketbud.com/tosj2013
________________________________________

INTERESTING & INFORMATIVE
WEB SITES
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
The Official Site of the Episcopal Church
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/
The Episcopal News Service – Read the news of
the Episcopal Church around the world.

There will be a Blessing of the Animals in the
church yard outside the Parish House on Sunday,
October 6th, following each service. Please have
all pets on a leash or in a carrier as we would not
want any animal or human to be injured
accidentally. Joel, our
churchmouse, has been advised
to remain out of sight as cats
may be in attendance. He will
be blessed privately, in the
safety of One Credenza Lane,
later in the afternoon.

http://www.trinitycathedralnj.org/
Trinity Cathedral in Trenton
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/
Read about what is being done and what you can
do and see our church in action.
http://www.njepiscopalcursillo.org/
Cursillo in the Episcopal Diocese of N.J.
http://anglicancommunion.org/
The Anglican Communion – news from over 165
countries.
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WUZ UP?
LOOKING AHEAD
There have been several changes happening at St.
John’s. Here’s a short rundown:

OCTOBER:
 6th Blessing of the Animals – Following
each service, Fr. Steve will bless your pet
in the parish hall yard in honor of St.
Francis of Assisi.
 6th: Distribution of boxes for Samaritan
Purse’s Christmas Operation Shoe Box.
 13th, 3 pm: Holy Eucharist and Reception
at Trinity Cathedral in Trenton in honor of
Bishop and Mrs. Councell. Reservations
had to be in by Sept 23rd.
 20th All Handbell Liturgy at 10:30 am
 25th Salem Ghost Tour and at 6 pm Tunes
From the Crypt.
 25th , 6:30-8 pm Youth Dance – PossibleWatch Sunday Bulletins for confirmed
information.
 27th: Feast of Fools party for Sunday
School – Everyone invited to wear
costumes.
 29th: Dining to Donate: Applebee’s is
offering a fundraiser to nonprofit
organizations. Our request is in, so watch
your Sunday Bulletins for details.
NOVEMBER:
 2nd – Podcast of consecration of BishopElect Stokes. Eucharist will be celebrated
at St. John’s simultaneously with that at
the Cathedral.
 3rd: 4 p.m. All Saints Sunday – Evensong
 24th Community Thanksgiving Service at
First Presbyterian Church on Market
Street, at 3 pm. Please bring nonperishable
food.
DECEMBER:
 7th: Yuletide Tour includes St. John’s with
Handbell performance, and special music.
 14th: 6 – 8:30 pm – Scottish Tea and
Scones in the Parish Hall.
 21st: Greening of the Church
 22nd: Advent IV: Lessons and Carols
(instead of the Sunday Eucharist)
 5 pm Family Christmas Eucharist and
Pageant; 10 pm Choral offering; 10:30 pm
Festival Eucharist.

Pavements: You may have noticed some new
cement has repaired the walkways to the Parish
House from the parking lot. This was done to
repair tripping hazards from uneven/broken
walkway. Also, replacement of the slate walkways
in front of the church and the chapel is being
discussed to determine what type of material
should be used for best value and longevity.
The Parking Lot itself is scheduled for
resurfacing, sealing and restriping soon too!
The copper gutter drains, which were stolen
from the church exterior, have been replaced with
drains of a less tempting material. I suspect
aluminum but this editor really has no idea!
The Church roof and tower have been repaired
over the summer – remember the big lift parked
on the lawn? New flashing and other repairs have
been finished and all is now well in that
department.
The sound system in both the church and parish
hall will be repaired and upgraded starting
October 13th and hopefully completed by the 20th.
So you folks in the back rows can remain there
and wstill be able to hear!
Air Conditioning: Those who use the second
floor of the Parish House, yoga-ites, quilters,
Sunday school, nursery, etc., will be more
comfortable next summer. Bids are being
received for installation of air conditioning in
these areas. Sorry, an elevator is not included this
time around!
Toys: Thank You to Celeste Willis and her mom,
Margaret Ferguson, for cleaning all the toys in the
nursery. These must be periodically cleaned with a
bleach-type product and is quite an undertaking,
so pass along a “Thank-you” when you see these
ladies.
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Offertory Collection: Bishop-Elect Stokes has
requested that the offering at the Holy Eucharist
be designated jointly for Hurricane Sandy Relief
and to advance the mission of Urban Promise of
Camden and Trenton. A plate collection will be
taken in the worship, and collection baskets will
be available at the Reception. Checks may be
made payable to the Diocese of New Jersey and
include in the note "Collection Offering."

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 2, 2013, 11 A.M.
THE CONSECRATION AND
ORDINATION OF THE
TWELFTH BISHOP OF THE
DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY
AT TRINITY CATHEDRAL
Tickets: The Nave seating is limited to members
of the liturgical processions and all ticket holders
who are family and guests of the Bishop-elect. No
ticket is required for clergy who are vesting. ALL
must register to attend the consecration whether
you are a ticket holder or not:
http://tinyurl.com/l2wtvsp or contact
spaige@newjersey.anglican.org.
There is plentiful unreserved seating in the chapel,
crypt, and tents erected on the Cathedral lawn.
Professional high-definition A/V streaming of the
full event will be available in all locations. No
ticket is required for unreserved seating, but you
must register to attend:

Childcare will be available in the Cathedral under
the supervision of staff from Urban Promise.
Please indicate childcare if needed while
completing registration.
Reception 1-3 p.m: A splendid reception will
commence immediately after the consecration.
There will be food and beverage stations in the
Reception Tent featuring cuisines of the many
ethnic traditions in New Jersey. Seating will be
available in Synod Hall.
Shuttle busses to the parking lots will continue to
operate until 4 p.m. The Reception is open to
everyone in the diocese, including those who were
not able to attend the consecration.

Traffic Restrictions: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. West State
Street will be closed in front of Trinity Cathedral
and parking will be prohibited on streets
surrounding the cathedral.

Help to spread in your church: All are invited
to gather to view the broadcast of the consecration
on a big screen at three satellite locations:
 St. John's Episcopal Church, Grant and
Market Streets, Salem, NJ 08079
 St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
 St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 182 Main
Street, Gladstone, NJ 07934
These festive gatherings will include the Holy
Communion in conjunction with the celebration of
the Holy Eucharist at Trinity Cathedral. A
reception will follow at each church. Please
register to attend: http://tinyurl.com/l2wtvsp

Parking: There will be no parking in the lot of
Trinity Cathedral. All parking will be in remote
parking lots protected by security officers. A
continuous shuttle service will transport you from
the parking lots to Trinity Cathedral from 9 a.m. 4 p.m. Handicapped parking is available only at
Trenton Central High School West Campus at the
corner of West State Street and Parkside Avenue.
A shuttle bus will operate from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
All other parking is located at the Department of
Labor Parking-John Fitch Plaza, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625: From Route 29 North and South,
Exit Memorial Drive. Proceed through the light
and continue to stop sign. Turn left and lot is on
your right.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2013
10:30 a.m. All are invited to attend the
Welcoming and Seating of the Twelfth Bishop
of New Jersey at Trinity Cathedral: Bishop Stokes
will be formally welcomed into the Cathedral and
seated in his church, and he will preside at the
Holy Eucharist. Parking is available in the
cathedral parking lot and on the street.

Carpooling is encouraged. Clergy please plan to
arrive early to allow time to park, ride the shuttle,
walk to the vesting tent, change into vestments,
and line up for the processional line by 10:15 a.m.
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DINING TO DONATE
Applebee’s is offering the “Dining to Donate”
program which provides an opportunity to raise
money to nonprofit groups. They will give 10%
of total purchases when diners present a flyer from
their organization. St. John’s application has been
submitted, but needs to be confirmed before flyers
can be distributed. We have requested Oct. 29th,
with Nov.12th as a back-up date if the 29th is not
available. It is hoped that St. John’s can raise
enough money to help significantly with our
Christmas Tree Outreach to the Salem
Community. Please watch your Sunday Bulletins
for further updates, mark your calendars and get a
Flyer so St. John’s may be credited.

10/01
10/01
10/05
10/10
10/13
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/18
10/19
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/28
10/28
10/31

FALL YOUTH DANCE
St. John’s youth will hold a
dance tentatively scheduled for
October 25th, from 6:30 to 8
p.m. The date has not been confirmed with the DJ
as of this writing, so please watch your Sunday
Bulletins for possible changes.

Betty Chrustowski
Gayle Irvine
Aden Dunfee
Trudy Glaspey Koston
Colin Stiles
Gwen Hasheian Norton
Wendy Laning
Doug VanSant, Sr.
Nate Gable
Cynthia Stiles
Gail Boyd
John Ensslen
Elizabeth Acton Irvine
Ann Neff
Jim Acton
Theresa VanSant
Christiana Sparks Battiato

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
(Also known as “Sunday School”)
Christian Formation at St. John’s is not limited to
the very young. Our Adult Forum meets in the
Parish Hall from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. The
season has started with discussion of the book The
Jesuit Guide to Almost Everything by James
Martin, S.J. The discussions are open to everyone
and there is always room for one more even if you
missed the previous sessions.

10/16 Richard and Juliana Frieze
10/28 Jim and Elva Paras

FEAST OF FOOLS
October 27 the Sunday School children
will celebrate the Feast of Fools and
everyone (adults too) is invited to wear
costumes to church.
th

The teens of St. John’s are using a curriculum
based on the Feasting on the Word series, and our
youngest members are hearing about the “SuperHeroes of the Bible”.
You and Your Family are invited to find yourself
a chair and join us between services for the
Christian Formation class tailored for you.
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straightened out. I told him I had thought I did but
evidently she did not – why would she wait until
now to tell me about her Presbyterian dream
wedding? He told me to be patient and he would get
back to me.

Dear friends at St. John’s and beyond:
When Ms Ruth and I decided to marry, Fr. Steve told
us that we would have to meet with him separately
and together several times to discuss the 4-C’s :
Commitment; Celebration; Compassion and
Christ/Church.

Well, he did get back to me, and it seems Ruth had
always just assumed that the wedding ceremony
would be at “her” church and that it was not an issue
that needed to be discussed. She had already asked
Rev. Smith (the Presbyterian clergyman) for an
appointment to discuss the particulars. She did not
mean to “blind-side” me and was quite surprised at
my reaction to her announcement. Fr. Steve said
that she was also questioning our intent to marry
because of my sharp reaction. In her defense, Fr.
Steve told me that generally speaking weddings are
held in the home church of the bride – something
about tradition – but I had stopped listening at that
point.

To-date we have covered commitment and
compassion and this past month we talked about the
Celebration. This wedding thing is getting very real
now! I could not believe how many decisions had to
be made. I guess I just had in my head that we’d go
to the church and hold the ceremony and then go to
a banquet hall and have a party. Done and done.
Wrong! Are we planning a large wedding that would
require use of the church building, or a smaller more
intimate ceremony that would be better suited to
use of the chapel? Will there be a choir, a musician,
or no music at all? And if there is music –what
music? Will there be extra little bits added to the
service given in the Book of Common Prayer such as
a candle lighting ceremony, or something similar, to
symbolize two becoming one? Will we also celebrate
the Holy Eucharist or not? So many decisions to be
made!

It all boiled down to communication! If we had
only talked to each other we could have avoided all
these bad feelings and doubts. Fr. Steve asked Ruth
and me come to his office together for our last visit.
We all discussed the location of the ceremony and
agreed it would be at St. John’s, in the Chapel, and
will include a celebration of the Holy Eucharist…
after all, if Christ is to be the center of our lives
together he should be there at the beginning!

Then something happened that stopped me in my
tracks! Ms Ruth said that she had always imagined
her wedding would be in the First Presbyterian
Church down the road. She had attended there as a
child, and although she and her family had fallen
away over the years, in her mind she “belonged”
there. Well, fine time to tell me! I just assumed that
since I knew they did not attend Sunday Services
anywhere that having the wedding at St. John’s,
where I am resident, was a given. And what’s this
"HER wedding” stuff! I was quite upset and
questioning whether Ruth and I should marry at all!

All this taught me and Ruth quite a lesson: we always
need to talk to one another as well as listen, and to
do it calmly, trying to understand the other’s point
of view.

“Discussion is the beginning of every work,
and counsel precedes every undertaking”.
Ecclesiasticus 37:16:

Your Good Father Steve listened to my drama and
told me to relax and he would talk with Ruth and see
what could be done. After all he said, this is
supposed to be a happy and celebratory type of
thing, not the mess it is starting to degenerate into.
He asked me if I felt I cared for Ruth enough to share
our lives together after this knot-tying time is
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

2

3

IAC
9-noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm Bell
Ringers
8 pm NA

10:30-noon
CIACC
12:30-2 pm YSC
Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

8

9

10

9-noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm Bell
Ringers
8 pm NA

9 am Salem
Ministerium –
here
Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga
7 pm
Convocation
Mtg in
Haddonfield

14

15

16

17

FR.STEVE’S
DAY OFF

5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm Bell
Ringers
8 pm NA

SPECIAL
ELECTION
Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

20

21

22

23

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite IIHandbell liturgy
Fellowship Hour –

FR.STEVE’S
DAY OFF
NGA
ingathering

NGA Tea
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm Bell
Ringers
8 pm NA

Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

27

28

29

30

31

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour –
Feast of Fools Party

FR.STEVE’S
DAY OFF

9-noon Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-8pm Bell
Ringers
8 pm NA

Noon Eucharist
5 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga
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Samaritan’s Purse
Christmas Box
Distribution

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Prac.
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour –
B-day/Anniv. Cake
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3pm Cathedral
HE and Reception for
Bp & Mrs Councell

8 a.m. H.E. Rite I
9 a.m. Choir Practice
9:30-10:15 Christian
Formation(adult/kids)
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour –
ECW Sandwich Sun.
VESTRY MTG.
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FR.STEVE’S
DAY OFF

11

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

11

12

18

19

24

25

26

5-6 pm Yoga

6:30-8 pm
Possible
Youth Dance

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Dated Material –
Please Deliver Promptly
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Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for Adults and Children
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

