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+Christian Symbols+
Victor's Cross
Also called the conqueror's cross, the victor's cross is composed of the
Greek cross, recognized by its four equal arms, adorned with Greek
letters in each quadrant. The top left letters stand for "Jesus" and the top
right, for "Christ" (the horizontal lines above them indicate they're
abbreviations). The four letters across the bottom spell the Greek word
for "conqueror."
(from The Newsletter Newsletter-April 2013)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner?
Simply leave a message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
The Forerunner is also available to you on our Web Page –and looks great in COLOR!
Thanks to Nate Gable – at : www.stjohnssalemnj.org
/rc
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were “What are you doing to reduce your
consumption of energy” and “How are you
changing your modes of transportation to achieve
more sustainability?” We all nearly cried over the
story of the impact of mountaintop removal that
has so poisoned our country. We bemoaned the
lack of public transportation in Salem County and
our reliance on automobiles, but we all agreed that
we need to look at what we do and change what is
appropriate.

From The Deacon’s Bench:
Christian Responsibility to Our Island
Home…
This Lent, our study group spent five weeks
exploring various issues about the stability of our
world.
Our first week, we discussed the topic of
‘Christian Simplicity’ spending time discussing
the discussion question “If you could simplify one
aspect of your life, what would it be”. This
differed for each one of us, from combining trips
to reduce gas consumption to family meals
together to getting rid of unnecessary clutter. We
discovered among ourselves that we lead busy
cluttered lives and all of us could step back and
take a deep breath.

Our fifth and final week, our topic was Gratitude
and Generosity. We were asked “what special
moment of gratitude or generosity do you recall in
your life?” It was both interesting and enriching to
hear our various moments of gratitude. We were
spurred on to discuss what we can do to become
involved in a more meaningful way in both our
local community and in the world. What a
wonderful way to culminate 5 weeks of study,
with wonderful ideas for involvement in the
world.

Our second week, we combined the topics of Food
and Consumption. The discussion questions for
them respectively were “What is a food memory
that has been meaningful for you” and “Is there
something that you would like to change about
your shopping or personal consumption habits?”.
We had a lively discussion about organic vs
natural foods, packaging, advertising, fast foods
and the like. All of us were touched by the
readings and we agreed that there is so much
available to us right here in our farm community.
A couple of our participants have even joined the
Buzby Farm co-op as a result. In fact, we’d like
to explore Fair Trade Coffees and their availability
through St. Johns and all of us are trying to use
reusable shopping bags from now on.

Each week we enjoyed soup made by Chef Rob
Larrabee and enjoyed good company. I believe
we all grew much closer to each other through
sharing our life experiences and our ideals. We
capped off our Lenten series by walking around
the parish hall and stopping at 14 luminaria to
recite a beautiful version of the Stations of the
Cross called Everyone’s Way of the Cross. For
me, the most poignant aspect of this version is that
Jesus calls each one of us ‘My Other Self’. I
never thought of myself as Jesus’ Other Self to the
world. We have an awesome responsibility as
Christ’s own forever to our fragile island home.
You will also find on page 4 of this newsletter
some thoughts from other members of our study
group for whom this study was meaningful and
life changing.

Our third week, our topic was Water. The
springboard question was “What is a memorable
experience you have had with water?” There were
so many aspects of water to talk about, from
availability to purification, that we instead focused
our discussion on water in liturgy – baptism,
renewal of baptismal vows, foot washing and the
water used during the Eucharist.

Deacon Sally Maurer

Our fourth week, we again combined topics – Fuel
and Transportation. The discussion questions
3

we all enjoy and brainstormed on ways of reducing,
reusing and recycling those resources.

The Feedback Booth
A Lenten retrospective

Although our family has already put into practice
energy saving ideas such as replacing incandescent
bulbs with compact fluorescents and not using the
shower like a sauna bath, the real impact of the Lenten
series was to keep thinking of new ideas of preserving
earth's resources, sharing those resources and being
grateful for what we have.

"The Earth is the Lord's and the Fullness Thereof. The
World and they that dwell therein." In the face of
climate change, water shortages, and reports of
endangered and extinct animal and plant species, it is a
comfort to hold on to these words as a promise from
God.

This year at home we hope to install a garden watering
system that directs water to the plants' roots instead of
inefficient overhead watering. We'll also attempt to
expand beyond our flower garden into growing some
edible plants like tomatoes, melons and Swiss chard;
all of which the overabundance may make it to the
Parish Hall for sharing.

These words were on my mind a lot during the recent
Lenten series, Lent 4.5. Each Wednesday evening
during the past Lenten season, a group of 5 to 10
parishioners looked at environmental issues
confronting us as twenty-first century Christians.
Together we explored a different topic at each of the
five sessions.

Lent is normally a time of giving something up and it
was nice this year to think up ways of giving up
wasteful practices.
-Curt Harker.
________

Covering topics relating to simplicity in lifestyle,
conservation of food and water supplies, consumption
and transportation, each class was not only an honest
assessment of the challenges we face, but offered
solutions we can undertake as individuals and as a faith
community.

We’ve been enjoying (during lent?) an exciting,
stimulating series at the Wednesday bread and soup
supper. The challenges to each of us personally, if met,
would also benefit our God-given home planet. What
is more, most of the challenges are do-able. For
example: one of the Christian Simplicity sessions
explained that the use of paper bags requires cutting
down millions of trees. Plastic bags entangle many
birds and marine animals, and/or they died from eating
them. Goal: use clothh shopping bags. If I could just
remember to take one from the truck into the store
before I’m halfway to the door without having to go
back to retrieve the bag(s)… but, hey, that’s more
exercise, so it’s good, no? I’ll bet you can do this too!
Virginia Sisco
PS:
Do you savor your food or do you gobble? Are you in
a hurry to eat? Often when we give thanks for "what
we are about to eat and the hands that prepared it", that
is the end of the thought. Perhaps it should be the
beginning: The retail people from whom we bought
our food, the trucker who delivered it from the
wholesaler, the person who delivered from farm to
market, the farmer who grew the food, the laborers
who harvested, the growers who produced the seed for
planting. Talk about a food chain! Think about Who
provided the growing conditions and we haven't even
mentioned bacon and eggs!
Virginia Sisco

The problems are immense but we found practical
suggestions that can be implemented by any of us.
Ideas sprang from our discussions,such as joining a
local organic food coop, bringing reusable shopping
bags to the grocery store, using a rain barrel, planning
our car trips for the shortest routes, and many other
ideas on how we can reduce, reuse and recycle.
Along with the thoughtful and lively discussions, we
were treated to a delicious and filling soup and bread
supper, prepared by Sally's talented son Robby.
Upon concluding he the final session, "Gratitude and
Generosity", we took part in walking the Stations of
the Cross. This was the first time I'd done this, and it
was a moving and memorable experience. I hope this
becomes a regular part of St John's Lenten observance
in the future.
Many thanks to Deacon Sally for a leading us through
a Holy Lent.
Sue Harker
_______
Sue and I attended the Lenten Reflections held
Wednesday evenings and lead by our Deacon Sally.
Each week the group discussed the abundant resources
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Sunday is there because they made the effort.
They chose to be there. It is now up to each of us
to make them want to come back again.

From the Senior Warden:
I’ve been remiss for several months with a Sr.
Warden’s column… sorry about that. Perhaps I
have too much on my plate or not prioritizing
properly.

With Fr. Steve still laid up from his surgery, we
have been blessed with several visiting priests, for
which I am thankful. Deacon Sally Maurer, has
stepped to the plate and diligently worked to keep
things running smoothly. She has lead Morning
Prayer, conducted a Lenten study series, and has
been visiting shut-ins; thank you, Sally! We are
limping along nicely, but won’t it be nice to have
our Rector back in the office and the pulpit! GET
WELL SOON, FR. STEVE!

Anne and George Neff, our Deacon, Sally Maurer,
and I are recently back from the New Jersey
Diocesan convention, held this year in Wildwood.
We spent two rather long days that were both
informative and interesting. It was good to see
how the Episcopal Church’s form of governance
works at a higher level.

Ron Magill, Sr. Warden

2013 is a particularly interesting year to go to the
convention because later this spring we will elect a
new bishop. At the convention there were roasts
and accolades for our outgoing bishop. Later in
April the Neff’s and I will have the opportunity to
meet the candidates for bishop at a “walk about”
being held in Vineland and then on May 4th, we
will gather at the Cathedral in Trenton for the
election. The candidates come from all over the
United States and represent a variety of
backgrounds. Yes, it is a truly interesting year to
be elected by St. John’s Parish to represent you.

Happy Birthday
04/07
04/08
04/09
04/11
04/15
04/24

The keynote speaker at convention left some
lasting impressions that I would like to share with
you. There was discussion regarding parish’s
long-term plans; something we seem to hear more
and more about. However, what about the shortterm?… If we can’t get through the short-term, we
may not need a long-term plan. It was a good
point of looking closer at hand to get a better grip
on what the long-term may hold.

Tyler Van Sant
Liam Dyer
Eunice Miller
Esther Weeks
Suzanne Schultz/Maloney
Larry Owen

Happy Anniversary
04/10 Bill Pankonien and Peggy Fittabile
04/11 David and Eileen Miller
04/25 Joe and Judy Kimber
________________________________________

And, did you know… the one reason people join
one church over another??? It’s not the service, it
is not the homily, it is not the building. The
principal reason a person chooses a church is the
warmth they feel. Passing the peace during our
service is a nice way to acquaint yourself with
others in the church but it is not enough. We all
need to do more, to talk, welcome and reach out to
one another, particularly visitors. Smile, say hello
and welcome, it is nice to have you worship with
us. Don’t forget, anyone in church on a given

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
PFC Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne,USAF
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
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MUSIC NOTES:
We have, without question, one of the finest—if not THE finest—liturgical ministries around. We are rich in
talent: excellent choir, fine organ, profound and challenging preaching. We are rich in liturgy and rich in
history. Our facilities host a multitude of ministries to the community at large. Good things are happening at
St. John’s. Let’s spread the word. Invite your friends and neighbors to come and see for themselves.
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE MUSIC MINISTRY
(et al)
FOR LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER
“Thank you” o each and every choir member and bell ringer who went above and beyond the call during the
entire season of Lent, and especially during Holy Week (I know some of you threatened to bring cots and
sleep at the church)–magnificent Palm Sunday music—followed by Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
Saturday Easter Vigil—and then an Easter Sunday spectacular! Wow!
Thanks also to Rev. Scott Trull, Rev. Richard Kirk and Rev. Walter Hartt, our supply priests thus far, during
Father Steve’s period of recuperation; and to Rev. Petrina Pyatt, of Our Merciful Savior, who had led our
Wednesday Eucharist & Healing services. And a very special thank you to our own Deacon Sally Maurer,
who has held things together almost single-handedly during this time.
SPECIAL MUSIC EVENTS IN APRIL (& MAY)
Pedals Pipes & Pizza
April 27
9:00AM – 1:00PM.
St. John’s will host a wonderful educational experience for music lovers age 10 – 18 on Saturday, April 27
from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. “Pedals, Pipes & Pizza gives all interested students an opportunity to learn about
the pipe organ, hear it played by talented organist, explore how pipe organs work, play the organ first-hand,
and chow down on pizza…for free! The event is sponsored by the South-west Jersey chapter of the
American Guild of Organists, of which both Joanne Owen and Bill Clisham are board members. There is
more information on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall, including registration forms.
Horns & Pipes
May 4
3:00 PM.
As a bit of a “heads-up” … the Salem County Brass with organists: Bill Clisham and Joanne Owen, will
perform a concert of music for brass and organ on Saturday, May 4. It promises to be an exciting program,
including music for brass and/or organ by Copeland, Saint-Saens, Bach, Locklair, Gigout, Moussorgsky, and
local composer John Kraybill. It is part of the “Music Around the County” series, and is free and open to the
public. This just happens to be the same day as the Salem historic house tours!
SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two important non-budget music funds to which friends and supporters of the Music
Ministry at St. John’s can contribute. These funds carry over and accumulate from year to year, so you may
be assured that your donation will be used for its intended purpose and not be transferred to the general
ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music Fund. This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians not covered by the current music budget. The cost is normally
$200 per player. Your generosity made possible the Brass Quintet for our Easter Festival Service. The next
major planned event will be June 7, when we hope to have a string quartet to accompany the choir and guest
singers in a special musical liturgy, including the Schubert Mass No. 2 in G Major. If you cannot afford to
cover the entire cost of a player, that is not a cause for concern … every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ Enhancement Fund. There are actually some envelops in your box
of pledge envelops specifically for this fund (but donations need not be confined to those envelops). This
CONTINUES PAGE 7
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CONTINUATION OF MUSIC NOTES:
fund is intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best
organ in Salem County. This month we plan to replace the pedal off-set reservoir that has served us since
1937, but can no longer be repaired. The next project may be cleaning (paint, calk & plaster debris),
replacing difficult tuning slides, and regulating volume of some exposed chest and pipes.
When making a donation to either of these designated funds, please be sure your check (or envelope)
is clearly marked for that specific fund so that it will be deposited and used correctly as intended.

INTERESTED NEW SINGERS & RINGERS?
If you are interested in joining St. John’s Choir, Junior Choristers, or Salem Ringers (handbells),
please contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. We still have an opening for at least one bell
ringer. And there is always room for more singers in Junior Choristers and the St. John’s Choir. Auditions
are not required, but a “get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for placement and planning purposes. See the
back of the service bulletin for contact information, or come to the organ console and introduce yourself
following the Organ Postlude.
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Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
My life is far too hectic just now to meet Aunt Rosie’s newsletter deadline and so
I send just this note to let you know that I still care immensely about the human
community about me and will write again for next month’s issue.
Your Special Friend,
Joel Churchmouse

THIS Plate was purchased from E-Bay (online) and had been
found there quite by accident. It seems St. John’s web site has
been having some problems and, while trying to access it from a
Google search, Rosie Carroll found this in the results and
purchased it for $15. It shows an image of the back of the
church and chapel and is reportedly from 1935. It is a
Wedgewood plate and was made in England.
There is also a plate hanging in the church office which depicts
the interior of the church. It is white with a gold trim. The date
of that plate is not known.
It would be interesting to know how many different plates have
been made over the years. Is there one hiding in Grandma’s
attic? Or Auntie’s garage? Did you see one at a rummage sale?
If you have a St. John’s commemorative plate that you would
like to sell, please contact Rosie Carroll at 856-376-3667 or rsmrycarroll@yahoo.com.

FR STEVE sends his thanks to all who have sent
cards, well
wishes, and
prayers during
his absence. As
of this writing,
a “return to
work” date has
not been
decided upon,
but he is
progressing well and really is doing his walking
workouts! Please continue to keep him in your
prayers as he keeps you all in his.

Dear Father,
Each moment that I face
Lets me thank you for your grace.
Show this day the plan for me
Part of the big picture only You
can see.
By Virginia Sisco
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

2

3

4

9-noon-Quilters
9-12 IAC
5-6 pm Yoga
5-7 pm WS
8 pm NA

12:30-2 pm YSC
5-7 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
5-7 pm WS
8 pm NA

5-7 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

23

24

25

26

27

9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
5-7 pm WS
8 pm NA

5-7 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
ECW Meeting
7 pm Family Day
Planning Mtg.

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
VESTRY MTG

21

22

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour

28
8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour

29

9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
5-7 pm WS
8 pm NA

30
9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
5-7 pm WS
8 pm NA

5-7 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

9-1 pm AGO
Pedals, Pipes
and Pizza

ADMINISTRATI
VE
PROFESSIONAL
S
DAY

Notes:
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
FSO: Family Support Organization
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
WS: Women’s Services (Temporary – From 1st Presbyterian)
AGO: American Guild of Organists
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Dated Material –
Please Deliver Promptly
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Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Sunday School for
children
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

