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Lent 4.5 – Christian Simplicity
Protecting God’s Creation – Embracing Gospel Justice – Nurturing Spiritual Fulfillment

Join Deacon Sally in this Faith Formation Program Wednesdays during Lent
(will include soup and bread supper)
March 6th - 5:30-6:30 pm -

Water – Conserving and Protecting

March 13th - 5:30-6:30 pm -

Energy – Efficient and Clean Transportation
– How we get around

March 20th -5:30-6:30 pm 7pm

Gratitude and Generosity – Getting Involved
Stations of the Cross (outside weather permitting)

March 27th - 7pm -

Service of Tenebrae
at Our Merciful Saviour in Penns Grove
WHAT IS TENENBRAE?????

This service of worship is taken from an early Christian service called Tenebrae. The name Tenebrae is the
Latin word for "darkness" or "shadows." In it we experience only a small portion of Christ’s pain and
suffering the day of His crucifixion. One of the most conspicuous features of the service is the gradual
extinguishing of candles until only a single candle, considered a symbol of our Lord, remains. As it gets
darker and darker we can reflect on the great emotional and physical pain that was very real for Jesus that
evening. Toward the end of the service, the Christ candle is hidden, typifying the apparent victory of the
forces of evil over good.
At the very end, a loud noise is made, symbolizing the earthquake at the time of his death
(Matthew 27) and his resurrection (Matthew 28:2). At the moment of the earthquake, the
temple veil was torn apart, making the Holy of Holies exposed to public view. This is
understood to represent God's change toward us with direct access to him, no longer
requiring the ceremonial acts of the priests for our forgiveness of sin. The hidden candle is
then restored to its place, symbolizing the triumph of good over evil. By this single light we
all depart this service in silence.
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A sign of spring
In The Story of the Easter Robin (Zonderkidz), Dandi Daley Mackall retells an old
Pennsylvania Dutch tale of the robin’s compassion as he witnessed Jesus’ death.
On Good Friday, a plain brown robin flying over Jerusalem was curious about the
“nest” atop Jesus’ head. When the bird realized it was a crown of thorns, he tried to
dislodge it. As the robin pulled out a long thorn from Jesus’ forehead, a drop of
blood landed on the bird’s breast, staining it red. Now the robin’s red breast is a symbol of Jesus’ loving
sacrifice, and the robin’s early-spring song is a reminder of Jesus’ joyful resurrection.
(from The Newsletter Newsletter-March. 2013)
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/rc

St. John’s Episcopal Church – Salem, NJ – Established 1722
Parish Office: 856-935-1798 Fax at office: 856-279-2121
E-Mail: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net Website: www.stjohnssalemnj.org
Rector:

The Rev’d. Steven Carroll

Deacon:

The Rev’d Sally Maurer

Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Admin. Assistant:
Minister of Music
Forerunner Editor

Ron Magill
Virginia Sisco
Virginia Sisco
Marjorie Warren
William F. Clisham, Jr.
Rosie Carroll

856-376-3557 (h)
cell: 856-236-4337
856-769-1409 (h)
cell: 856-297-2385
856-935-5398
856-358-0307
856-358-0307
856-935-1798
908-472-7597
856-376-3557

2

fathersteve@comcast.net
slarrabee@comcast.net

stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
wfclish@aol.com
rsmrycarroll@yahoo.com

From The Deacon’s Bench:

I am not suggesting that we alone can fix the
problems, it is far too deep and systemic a
problem than one church can address. I am
suggesting that we can heighten our awareness of
the issues collectively and then influence others
through our individual and collective efforts.
Hard work I’m sure but definitely what we are
called to do.

The Five Marks of Mission
‘To Seek To Transform The Unjust Structures Of
Society’
This month I write to you about the last ‘mark of
mission’ for an Episcopal church, our mandate to
seek to transform unjust structures of society. I’m
probably going to disturb the hornet’s nest a little
bit with this essay. But that is not necessarily a
bad thing. We have a wonderful church,
wonderful congregation, wonderful sense of
togetherness. We are small and on a whole, a
‘mature’ congregation. Since I came to St. John’s
everyone has been warm and welcoming.
Whenever I have asked for something, you have
responded immediately and generously as you are
able. We have several wonderful outreach
projects that many of you respond to in a big way.

All clergy in the Diocese of New Jersey are
required, and all laity are encouraged, to attend a
workshop, sponsored by the Diocese, called
“Analyzing and Understanding Systemic Racism”.
At first glance I’m sure you, just like me, will
assume this is a conference intended to improve
race relations. Nothing could be further from the
truth. The course, which I attended in May 2010,
focuses on how our nation has developed a whole
system of exclusion of underprivileged persons.
This is not a race issue, this is more of a
socioeconomic issue. I have experienced it first
hand in my own family.

I asked for help putting together backpacks for the
8th graders at Salem Middle School and we gave
them 28 backpacks for the beginning of the school
year. We asked for shoebox gifts for Operation
Christmas Child and we sent nearly 30 for
distribution. Our giving tree had a huge pile of
gifts under it on the collection Sunday. Our food
pantry is regularly stocked with staples, and when
I asked, also with items not traditionally collected,
such as toilet paper and soap. I was most
impressed by the all-parish effort to provide a
wholesome Vacation Bible School that included a
complete dinner for the many area children
involved.

I have a step daughter who has three children and
has had a bad run on life. She’s partly to blame, I
won’t sugar coat that. However, when she has
tried to access any of the programs that might help
her get better training or a better job, the doors
have been shut tight and she could not get in. One
example is that when she went to the Board of
Social Services, they told her she must go to Job
Training. The Job training program is an all day
program, eight hours a day, five days a week. She
went to sign up but then found that there was no
provision for child care. What exactly was she
supposed to do with her then 3 and 4 year olds
who were not yet into school? When I called
another social service entity to inquire about their
program, the director told me – “you know these
girls, they have lots of babies so that they can get
welfare support for each one of them” – can you
say jaded? The burden for these grandchildren has
been placed on my husband and I. Since I have a
great job, we of course don’t qualify for anything
so we have become responsible for all their needs.
I’m glad I have the resources to do it, but what
about all the people out there who don’t have a
relative to fall back on. (Continues page 4)

Underlying all these outreach projects is a
complex problem that faces us, and our American
culture. There are literally thousands of people
around us who are starving, who live in
inadequate housing, who cannot find jobs and are
reliant on the benevolence of people like us to ‘get
them through’ life. It is a sad commentary on
American life that this is so. How do we go about
changing that?
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Continuation of The Deacon’s Bench from Pg 3
The system is terrible to navigate, there is
someone at every turn who is determined to deny
the persons applying for any benefits. The system
has determined what they need; it doesn’t matter
what they really need. The system shuts the door
tight against those that don’t know how to ‘work
the system’. And now there is a whole new
generation of poor – those who formerly held
adequate jobs but lost them due to the recession.
They cannot believe how horrible their lives have
become. All they want is to get back to some
level of security. It is really sad.
I want to invite the team from Crossroads to
provide a more local training in ‘Analyzing and
Understanding Systemic Racism’. The seminar
was an eye opener for me and I don’t think anyone
came away from the retreat unchanged. I believe
we have a great facility to host this seminar and I
believe there are many in the South Jersey area
that would want to attend. How about it – will
you support me in the effort to have this seminar
at St. John’s? I’ll need your help and I am pretty
sure you will be blessed by being part of this
workshop.
Deacon Sally Maurer

AN IRISH BLESSING
May God grant you always
A sunbeam to warm you.
A moonbeam to charm you,
A sheltering angel
So nothing can harm you,
Laughter to cheer you,
Faithful friends near you —
And whenever you pray,
Heaven to hear you.
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MUSIC NOTES:

SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are two important non-budget music
funds to which friends and supporters of the Music
Ministry at St. John’s can contribute. These funds
carry over and accumulate from year to year, so you
may be assured that your donation will be used for
its intended purpose and not be transferred to the
general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special Music
Fund. This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians not
covered by the current music budget. The cost is
normally $200 per player. If you cannot afford to
cover the entire cost of a player, that is not a cause
for concern … every little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ
Enhancement Fund. There are actually some
envelops in your box of pledge envelops specifically
for this fund (but donations need not be confined to
those envelops). This fund is intended to provide for
extraordinary repairs and enhancements to St. John’s
pipe organ—the best organ in Salem County. We
are currently seeking funds to replace the pedal offset reservoir. It has served us since 1937, but can no
longer be repaired.
When making a donation to either of these
designated funds, please be sure your check (or
envelop) is clearly marked for that specific fund so
that it will be deposited and used correctly as
intended.

We have, without question, one of the finest—if not
THE finest—liturgical ministries around. We are
rich in talent: excellent choir, fine organ, profound
and challenging preaching. We are rich in liturgy
and rich in history. Our facilities host a multitude of
ministries to the community at large. Good things
are happening at St. John’s. Let’s spread the word.
Invite your friends and neighbors to come and see
for themselves.
SPECIAL MUSIC EVENTS FOR LENT HOLY
WEEK & EASTER
In addition to the regular weekly rehearsals
and worship opportunities at St. John’s, this season
presents additional ones. Here are several…
Sunday, March 3 – handbells play the Preludes for
the 10:30 Holy Eucharist.
Sunday, March 10, 12:30 PM – special called
rehearsal of the choir to prepare music for Palm
Sun., Holy Week and Easter - CHANGE CLOCKS
Sunday, March 17, 8:00 & 10:30 – Morning
Prayer will replace Holy Eucharist
Sunday, March 24 – Palm Sunday, 10:30
blessing of the palms in the fellowship hall,
followed by the procession to the church for Festival
Holy Eucharist. (NO JUNIOR CHORISTERS
REHEARSAL TODAY)

INTERESTED NEW SINGERS & RINGERS?
If you are interested in joining St. John’s
Choir, Junior Choristers, or Salem Ringers
(handbells), please contact Bill Clisham at your
earliest convenience. We still have an opening for at
least one bell ringer. And there is always room for
more singers in Junior Choristers and the St. John’s
Choir. Auditions are not required, but a “getacquainted meeting” is necessary for placement and
planning purposes. See the back of the service
bulletin for contact information, or come to the
organ console and introduce yourself following the
Organ Postlude.

Wed., March 27 – “Tenebrae” at Our Merciful
Savior Church, Penns Grove
Thur., March 28, 7:00 PM – “Maundy Thursday”
liturgy & stripping of the Altar, with choir.
Fri., March 29, 12:00 – Spoken Good Friday
liturgy; 7:00 PM - Sung Good Friday liturgy, with
choir.
Sat., March 30, 6:00 PM – the Great Vigil of
Easter, starts in the Chapel, with choir.
Sunday, March 31, 8:00AM – Rehearsal of Brass,
Choir, & Handbells
10:00 AM – Easter Festival holy Eucharist (ONE
SERVICE ONLY!)
(NO JUNIOR CHORISTERS REHEARSAL
TODAY)

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
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Diocese of New Jersey’s

THE REVEREND DR. ALLEN F. ROBINSON

Bishop Search Update

Born
Galveston, TX, 1970
Ordained Priest
January 18, 1996
Current Parish or Position
St. James’ Episcopal Church,
Baltimore, MD, Rector

The following information was
copied from the Diocese of New
Jersey’s website. More
information and candidate
profiles can be read at:

http://www.bishopsearc
hnj.org/news/

THE REVEREND CANON MELISSA M.
SKELTON

THE NOMINEES FOR THE 12TH BISHOP
OF NEW JERSEY

Born
Columbus, GA, 1951
Ordained Priest
May 1, 1993
Current Parish or Position
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Seattle, WA, Rector
The Diocese of Olympia
Seattle, WA, Canon for Congregational Development
and Leadership

In presenting this list of nominees for the 12th Bishop
of New Jersey, we are privileged to state that we
believe that any one of them would provide excellent
leadership in this diocese. We ask for your prayerful
consideration of the nominees presented here and for
the guidance of the Holy Spirit as the diocese prepares
to elect the 12th Bishop of the Diocese of New Jersey.
A Special Convention for the purpose of electing a
Bishop is scheduled for Saturday, May 4, 2013 at
Trinity Cathedral, Trenton.

THE REVEREND CANON WILLIAM
HALLOCK STOKES

The people of the Diocese are invited to meet the
candidates at one of the following scheduled
walkabouts: Mon., 4/22, Trinity Cathedral; Tues. 4/23,
Trinity in Vineland; and Wed. 4/24, St. George-by-theRiver in Rumson. All events have the following
schedule: 5:30-6 Social Time; 6-6:45 Potluck; 7-8:45
Walkabout.

Born
Manhasset, NY, 1957
Ordained Priest
April 27, 1991
Current Post or Position
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Delray Beach, FL, Rector

THE REVEREND DAVID ANDERSON
Born
Yankton, SD, 1956
Ordained Priest
January 27, 1990
Current Parish or Position
St. Luke’s Parish, Darien, CT,
Rector

THE REVEREND MARTHA SYLVIA OVALLE
VÁSQUEZ
Born
San Antonio, TX, 1952
Ordained Priest
December 7, 1995
Current Parish or Position
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Walnut Creek, CA, Rector

THE REVEREND DR. JOAN ELIZABETH
BEILSTEIN
Born
Washington, DC, 1960
Ordained Priest:
January 15, 1994

CHECK OUT THE WEB SITE GIVEN ABOVE
TO READ EACH CANDIDATES COMPLETE
PROFILE.

Current Parish or Position
Church of the Ascension,
Silver Spring, MD, Rector
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THANKS TO EVERYONE
FR STEVE sends his thanks to everyone for their
thoughts and prayers during his recovery. A
special thanks to the human who is helping Joel
Churchmouse mail his many notes and cards.

Happy Birthday

THE WOMEN’S MINISTRY
BREAKFAST –MARCH 2ND

03/05 Kalynn Kernan
03/05 Jim Paras
03/10 Douglas Van Sant, Jr.
03/10 Joseph F. Peterson III
03/13 John Sweeney
03/15 David Willis
03/17 John Laning, Jr.
03/19 Bill Mecum
03/21 Ted Paras
03/22 Arlene Kober
03/30 Chuck Miller
03/30 Kayla Ann Peterson

The Women’s Ministry Spring
Breakfast will be held at St.
John’s on March 2nd, 9 a.m. to
11 a.m. This is a change from
meeting at First Presbyterian
due to a problem in their parish hall. The program
is entitled “Come and See”. Prepare to be
inspired with sweet fellowship, good food, and
sound teaching. Invite your friends too! Child care
will be available.

AN INVITATION !
Celebrating an Anniversary
03/31 Theresa and Douglas Van Sant

The Salem Friends Meeting has
engaged Dr. Neff's Incredible
Puppet Company to perform their
Toy Theatre production of "Rip Van
Winkle" on Sunday March 3 after
their meeting and our service.
Members of the St. John's
congregation are cordially invited to
attend. The event, to be held in their "chicken pot
pie room", will also be open to the public.

________________________________________

The afternoon will begin with a "Bring your Own
Bag Lunch" at 12 PM, with the performance to
follow. Molly Carpenter is our contact on this at:
sculptress@mollycarpenter.com or 609 202-3973.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
PFC Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne,USAF
1st Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
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Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:

especially wonderful evening because Ruth was
with me. I was thinking the other day that there
are probably a lot of humans and mice that do
not get to have much social interaction. I heard
someone refer to them as “homebound” or
“shut-in”. That is when for reasons of their age,
or infirmities it is difficult for them to leave their
homes. Ruth’s grandfather is like that. He stays
in their house most all the time because he lost
one of his paws in a fight with a cat a long time
ago and now it gives him a great deal of pain
when he tries to walk on the stump. I bet Fr.
Steve would be proud of me if I sent cards and
notes to humans other than him who cannot
come to the church either. I saw some of your
church humans doing just that a little while ago.
They were doing something they called
“stamping” and they used this method to make
note cards which they sent to folks just to say
“HI” and “we think of you.” Even your littlest
humans helped with this project.

So much has happened since I last wrote to all of
you. I did finally manage to “cowboy-up” and
speak to Ms Ruth in the stone garden about how
I feel about her and was very much pleased to
learn she felt the same
about me!!! We are now
“in a relationship” as they
say on TV, or “going
steady” as I have heard
some humans refer to this state of courting.
Ruth’s mother has invited me to dinner several
times and I have gotten better acquainted with
other relatives in her family too. I even think
her father is fond of me! I do wish Fr. Steve
would hurry up and come back to the office
though as I have some serious questions about
relationships to discuss with him. Ms Marge told
me that it will probably be another month or
two until he is back full-time and I suppose it
can wait until then.
I have made some new
human friends around
St. John’s too. One
human in particular has
helped me mail several
cards and letters to
your good Father
Steve. I am terrible at remembering names so I
cannot tell you just exactly who it is, but I do
appreciate the help! I heard Aunt Rosie say that
both she and Fr. Steve got a much needed
chuckle from our efforts, although I did not
think the notes were particularly comical when I
wrote them. I guess it is all in the perception of
the receiver.

So, now I have been inspired to do the same.
I’m sure Ms Marge or Deacon Sally will give me
some addresses to send the cards off to. I have
also heard that there are
whole buildings full of
people who cannot go
anywhere and are cared for
by nurses. I bet they would
like to get something in
the mail even if it is from a
stranger like me. I think I will ask those nurses
to give my cards to someone who does not get
mail from anyone else. I could make their day!
And their smile would make mine! I will ask
Ruth to join me – it is always more fun to do
anything with someone, especially someone
special!

Now that I have so many new friends in my life,
both of the mice and of the human variety, I
have been very busy with dinner invitations, and
social outings! The Valentines Day Dance was an

Your Special Friend,
Joel Churchmouse
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ST. JOHN’S SERVICE SCHEDULE during Fr. Steve’s Recovery/Rehab
March 03:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Scott Trull, Celebrant

March 10:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Scott Trull, Celebrant – CHANGE CLOCKS

March 17:

Morning Prayer - Deacon Sally Maurer, Officiant

March 24:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant – PALM SUNDAY

March 28:

Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar
The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant – MAUNDY THURSDAY- 7 p.m.

March 29:

Deacon Sally Maurer, Officiant – GOOD FRIDAY – NOON
Deacon Sally Maurer, Officiant - GOOD FRIDAY– 7 p.m
Both services H.E. from Reserve Sacrament

March 30:

The Rev. Walter Hartt – EASTER VIGIL – 6 p.m.

March 31:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant
SINGLE SERVICE – 10 am EASTER

April 07:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant

April 14:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant

April 21:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Steven E. Carroll, Celebrant

The Rev. Walter Hartt, has had a long and multifaceted ministry in the Episcopal Church – as a parish
priest for many years in this diocese and as an academic at both the college and seminary levels. He is
currently retired and serving on a part-time basis at Holy Spirit Episcopal Church in Tuckerton, NJ.

Even though there’s no particular legend associated with the subject, people often
wonder how and when we started the annual practice of fiddling with our clocks
twice a year, so here is a brief history of Daylight Saving Time.
The purpose of the shift is to transfer, in effect, an hour’s worth of daylight from
the early morning hours of the day, when only dairy farmers and roosters are
awake to appreciate it, and use it to push back sunset until one hour later in the
day. This arrangement is claimed to cut electricity usage in the evening and help
reduce traffic accidents.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS MARCH 10TH
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

9-11 am Women’s
Ministry Breakfast
at St. John’s

3 LENT 3

4

5

6

7

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
ECW Meeting

6:30 – 8 pm
Handbell
Rehearsal

9-noonQuilters
9-12 IAC
5-6 pm Yoga
5-7 pm WS
8 pm NA

9-12 CIACC
12:30-2 pm YSC
5-7 pm FSO
5:30 – 6:30 pm –
Lenten supper and
study
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

10 LENT 4

11

12

13

14

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
VESTRY MTG

6:30 – 8 pm
Handbell
Rehearsal

9-noonQuilters
5-6 pm Yoga
5-7 pm WS
8 pm NA

5-7 pm FSO
5:30 – 6:30 pm –
Lenten supper and
study
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

17 LENT 5

18

19

20

21

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
ST. PATRICK’S
DAY

6:30 – 8 pm
Handbell
Rehearsal

9-noonQuilters
5-6 pm Yoga
5-7 pm WS
8 pm NA

FIRST DAY OF
SPRING
5-7 pm FSO
5:30 – 6:30 pm –
Lenten supper and
study
7pm Stations of the
Cross
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

6:30 – 8 pm
Handbell
Rehearsal

9-noonQuilters
5-6 pm Yoga
5-7 pm WS
8 pm NA

5-7 pm FSO
8 pm AA

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
7 pm HE &
Stripping of
the Altar

GOOD FRIDAY
Noon –Good Fri.
Liturgy & HE
7 pm Good Fri
Liturgy & HE
(from Reserve)

HOLY SAT.
6 PM EASTER
VIGIL

PALM SUN.

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour

31 EASTER
ONE SERVICE
10:00 am HE Rite II
Fellowship Hour

5-6 pm Yoga

Notes:
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
FSO: Family Support Organization
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
WS: Women’s Services (Temporary – From 1st Presbyterian)
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Easter Flower Fund Request
To make a memorial donation for Easter flowers this year,
please complete the form below. Place your completed form
and donation in the Offering plate on Sunday
OR mail it to:
St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Please make you check payable to St. John’s Episcopal Church.
Please write “Easter Flower Fund” on the memo line of your check.
Deadline March 25th

Your Name:______________________________________________________
Phone #: ________________________________________________________
Amount donated and attached: _______________________________________

In memory of _____________________________________________________
OR
In thanksgiving for _________________________________________________
Thank you for your participation in St. John’s tradition of
Easter Flower Memorials.
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Sunday School for
children
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

NOTE: THERE WILL ONLY BE ONE SERVICE ON EASTER SUNDAY – 10 A.M.

St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Dated Material –
Please Deliver Promptly
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