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Lent 4.5 – Christian Simplicity
Protecting God’s Creation – Embracing Gospel Justice – Nurturing Spiritual Fulfillment
Join Deacon Sally this Lent in this Faith Formation Program
Schedule of Wednesday Activities:
In Church:
February 13 – 12 Noon and 7pm - Ash Wednesday Liturgy and Imposition of Ashes

Lenten Series in Parish Hall
(will include soup and bread supper)
February 20th – 5:30-6:30 pm - The Virtue of
Christian Simplicity
February 27th – 5:30-6:30 pm - Food – Buying and Eating are Moral
Acts
Consumption – Buying Less, Wasting Less
March 6th - 5:30-6:30 pm -

Water – Conserving and Protecting

March 13th - 5:30-6:30 pm -

Energy – Efficient and Clean
Transportation – How we get around

March 20th -5:30-6:30 pm 7pm

Gratitude and Generosity – Getting Involved
Stations of the Cross (outside weather permitting)

March 27th - 7pm -

Service of Tenebrae (See page 8 for description)
at Our Merciful Saviour in Penns Grove
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+ Christian Symbols +
Ashes
On Ash Wednesday, as Lent begins, worshipers’ foreheads are often
marked with ashes in the sign of the cross. The ashes traditionally
come from burning palm branches from the previous Palm Sunday. In
Old Testament days, ashes were a sign of mourning and repentance.
Today, some worshipers wipe off the ashes before leaving church, to
symbolize being cleansed from sin by Jesus’ death; others wear the
ashes the rest of the day, carrying the cross of Christ into the world.
The speaking of Genesis 3:19 often accompanies the placement of ashes: “You are dust, and
to dust you shall return.”
(from The Newsletter Newsletter-Feb. 2013)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner?
Simply leave a message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
The Forerunner is also available to you on our Web Page –and looks great in COLOR!
Thanks to Nate Gable – at : www.stjohnssalemnj.org
/rc
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From The Deacon’s Bench:

you get the idea. I definitely bought organics for
taste, like milk and eggs, but felt that vegetables
from a roadside stand were preferable to ‘certified
organic’ in the Acme. Still do. I have a vegetable
garden every year. I freeze bag after bag of green
beans. I make a lot of things from scratch. I think
I’m pretty careful with waste. But as I’m reading
this material for our Lenten discussions I’m
feeling like I need to go back to that drawing
board. Oh so much more to think about. I think
this series is going to be exciting, challenging and
transforming – I hope you will join me for a little
Soup and Soul searching.

Five Marks of Mission, Cont’d

To strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation and sustain and renew the
life of the earth
This month I’m continuing my exploration of the
Five Marks of Mission as established by the
national church, but I’m skipping number 4 and
writing about the Fifth Mark this month. I felt that
it was very important that I find a way to keep us
all together this Lent since Father Steve is
recuperating and we will have supply priests for
the next several weeks. Since Lent officially
begins on a Wednesday, I decided to dedicate
some time each week to prayer and study,
hopefully bringing us together as a community for
this period of time. As I explored various ideas, I
came across a very nice program called Lent 4.5 –
Christian Simplicity. The more I read the
materials I have received, the more excited I am
getting – I think they have developed some
outstanding resources and materials, perhaps a
springboard for even more activities later in the
year. I asked my youngest son, Robbie, who is a
Chef, if he would be on board for making soups
for our Wednesday get-togethers because I want
everyone to just come, relax and be together.
Every week he will provide homemade Chicken
Noodle soup and some other kind of soup as well
as bread and butter, simple but tasty.

Just to tease you a little – Did you know that if we
divided the usable area of our planet evenly so that
each of us would receive a fair share, every person
would be entitled to 4.5 acres? Did you know that
we would have to find a way to produce all our
food, find materials to construct our home, make
our clothes and dispose of our garbage on that 4.5
acres. Did you know that the average individual
in the United States needs 22.3 acres to support
their lifestyle? The problem has very little to do
with organic vs. natural. Actually that’s probably
just more marketing strategies to get different
types of consumers. The problem is much more
about consumption of resources. To prepare
ourselves for the series, spend the next couple of
weeks before Lent contemplating on how we view
our consumption of Food, Manufactured Items,
Water, Energy, and Transportation. What does the
Bible say about responsible Christian living? Hint:
Luke 6:20-25, Luke 16:13-15, Matthew 6:26-34,
Matthew 19:21-23, Isaiah 61:11, Isaiah 49.8 for
starters. In other words, how can we walk in the
footsteps of Jesus?

During the five weeks between Ash Wednesday
and Holy Week, we will study how to live out our
responsibilities as Christians to take care of this
precious world we live in. I have to tell you that I
have a sister who is very ‘green’. She buys
everything she can organic, she is adamant about
avoiding trans fats and she doesn’t even own a
microwave. She and I go round and round
because I often mock her efforts. She has her PhD
in Applied Economics and a couple of years ago
she conducted a research project on consumer
perceptions of organic foods. I fell into a group
called Hogan’s hogwashers or something like that,

May God bless all of us with a new awareness of
His Creation. May our Lenten preparations
include meditation and prayers that bring us closer
to an understanding of our responsibilities to this
fragile earth, our island home, created and given to
us by our Heavenly Father as His Children,
inheritors of His Kingdom, through the sacrifice of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
Dcn Sally Maurer
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that it will be deposited and used correctly as
intended.

MUSIC NOTES:
We have, without question, one of the finest—if not
THE finest—liturgical ministries around. We are
rich in talent: excellent choir, fine organ,
profound and challenging preaching. We are rich
in liturgy and rich in history. Our facilities host a
multitude of ministries to the community at large.
Good things are happening at St. John’s. Let’s
spread the word. Invite your friends and neighbors
to come and see for themselves.

INTERESTED NEW SINGERS & RINGERS?
If you are interested in joining St. John’s
Choir, Junior Choristers, or Salem Ringers
(handbells), please contact Bill Clisham at your
earliest convenience. We still have an opening for
at least one bell ringer (Bill Clisham had to play
and conduct on Christmas Eve.) And there is
always room for more singers in Junior Choristers
and the St. John’s Choir. Auditions are not
required, but a “get-acquainted meeting” is
necessary for placement and planning purposes.
See the back of the service bulletin for contact
information, or come to the organ console and
introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

SPECIAL “DESIGNATED” MUSIC FUNDS
There are now two non-budget music
funds to friends and supporters of the Music
Ministry at St. John’s can contribute. These funds
carry over and accumulate from year to year, and
so you may be assured that your donation will be
used for its intended purpose and not be
transferred to the general ledger.
The first of these funds is the Special
Music Fund. This is intended to provide for guest
instrumentalists and supplemental musicians not
covered by the current music budget. The most
pressing need right now is for money to pay for a
brass quartet/quintet for Easter Sunday (March
31). We need funds far in advance (immediately),
because we do not wish to contract players if the
money is not in hand. The cost is $200 per player.
If you cannot afford to cover the entire cost of a
player, that is not a cause for concern … every
little bit helps.
The second fund is the Organ
Enhancement Fund. There are actually some
envelops in your box of pledge envelops
specifically for this fund (but donations need not
be confined to those envelops). This fund is
intended to provide for extraordinary repairs and
enhancements to St. John’s pipe organ—the best
organ in Salem County. In the past this fund has
paid for rebuilding the 1937 blower motor and
replacing fried computer circuit boards in the
organ console. We are currently seeking funds to
replace the pedal off-set reservoir. It has served us
since 1937, but can no longer be repaired.
When making a donation to either of these
designated funds, please be sure your check (or
envelop) is clearly marked for that specific fund so

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music

ANNUAL MEETING ELECTIONS
St. Johns Annual Congregational Meeting was
held January 20th, following a lovely luncheon
catered by Italian Kitchen. Our thanks to all who
set up and cleaned up.
Reports of various organizations were presented as
were the Rector’s Report, Senior and Junior
Warden’s Reports. A vestry-approved balanced
budget was presented to the congregation also.
Election results gave David Miller and Ron
Wohlrab new 3-year terms and Sue Harker joined
the vestry to fill a 1-year un-expired term. Ann
and George Neff as well as Ron Magill are our
Convention and Convocation Delegates.
The “new” vestry met following the
congregational meeting at which Virginia Sisco
was elected Treasurer and David Miller was made
Chair for Buildings and Grounds. The vestry is
still lacking a clerk.
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Diocese of New Jersey’s
Bishop Search Update
The search for the 12th
Bishop of New Jersey has
been proceeding on
schedule. Below is the
Episcopal Election
Committee’s Calendar for
2013. The Committee has
accomplished quite a lot
to-date and you can view their progress at our
Diocese web site:
http://www.bishopsearchnj.org/news/

Our prayers are with the family of
Phyllis M. Kates
who entered eternal life on
Wednesday, December 26, 2012.
And also with the family of
Frances Hamidy
Who entered eternal life on
Wednesday, January 09, 2013

November –
January
January 28th

May their souls and the souls of all the
departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

January 28th

THE NEW
ARCHBISHOP
OF
CANTERBURY

February 26th
Week of April
21st
May 4th
August 1st

On November 9th, 2012,
Justin Welby, Bishop of
Durham, was named as
the successor to
Archbishop Rowan
Williams who stepped down from the position of
Archbishop of Canterbury on December 31st,
2012. Bishop Justin will become Archbishop of
Canterbury at a legal ceremony at St Paul's
Cathedral on February 4th, 2013, and his public
ministry will be inaugurated at Canterbury
Cathedral on March 21st, 2013.

November 2nd

Face-to-face visits with
Finalists
Present Slate of 4–8
Nominees to Standing
Committee
Open Independent
Nominations
Close Independent
Nominations
Walkabouts with
Nominees
Electing Convention
Bishop-Elect Tentative
Start Date
Consecration of BishopElect

As the February Forerunner will have already
gone to press by Jan. 28th, information about the 4
to 8 finalists will be presented in the March issue.

_____________________________
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Born in 1956 in London, the Right Reverend
Justin Welby was educated at Eton College and
Trinity College, Cambridge. He and his wife,
Caroline, have two sons and three daughters.
You can read all about the Archbishop elect, at the
website below:
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/pages/abo
ut-justin-welby.html

Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
PFC Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne,USAF
2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
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During January St. John’s received many thank-you notes for the various wonderful things
done during the Christmas Season. Here are a few of them:
Thank you for donating Rotary Pancake
Breakfast tickets to our consumers. They do not
often get the chance to go out for breakfast.
Thank-you, on behalf of our consumers, for the
special treat.

To all who participated in making the 2012
Christmas Holiday so special: from the depths
of our hearts, THANK YOU! This Christmas
was very special to myself and my family.
Everyone loved their gifts and we really
appreciate all of you. Thank you and may God
Bless You and we wish you a very blessed
New Year.

THE ARC

A Salem Family (name withheld)
-from our Christmas tree-

We cannot thank you enough for
remembering Family Promise once
again with your generous donation.
Because of your thoughtfulness we
reached our goal of the matching grant
offered to us by Salem Health and
Wellness. $7500 will now be doubled
to $15,000 for us to continue investing
in these deserving lives. Your funding
saw over 14 families progress into
homes, better situations and firm
foundations in 2012. We sincerely
thank you for your concern and prayers.

The Salem Health and Wellness Foundation wishes
to thank you for your generous gift of $2000.00 to its
Donor Designated Matching Gift Program for the
benefit of Meals on Wheels.
Salem Health and Wellness Foundation
Executive Director

On behalf of the United Way of Salem County, thank
you for your support of our holiday assistance program.
From this office we were able to provide food and toys
to 1500 people in Salem County, with the Holiday
Giving Network providing for over 2500 people. There
are too many of you to mention by name but please
know that no donation, act or volunteered time is too
small to be appreciated. We could not make this happen
without your kindness and generosity.

Family Promise of Salem County, BOT

United Way of Salem County
Program Coordinator.
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about how I feel about her. After all, we have
no understanding of any kind and she is free to
be with whomever she wishes, but if she knew
how I felt maybe she might feel the same about
me. Too many “ifs”! I will go tomorrow and
clear all this “maybe” stuff up. I will take her
some flowers and perhaps some cheese and then,
if she feels about me like I do about her, we can
celebrate at the Valentine’s Day Dance. If she
does not feel the same, well, I don’t know what
I’ll do! These emotional moments are just too
painful – I must ask Aunt Rosie if there is a
“surgery” that can fix them!

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
It is just too quiet at One Credenza Lane these
days. Ms Marge tries to cheer me up by running
the copy machine and letting me help but I just
miss your good Fr. Steve. I find something of
interest to me and run to tell him about it and
then remember that he is not in the office, and
won’t be until maybe April, and that is a very
long time away! Aunt Rosie told me that when
Fr. Steve does come back to his office, he will
not be in as much pain as he has been for these
past many months. She said he had something
called “surgery” done to his back and that is
what she hopes will make him better – and
perhaps less cranky too. I don’t know how his
back connects to his ability to be pleasant or
cranky, but she seemed to think it did. There is
so much in your human world that I still do not
understand.

Your Friend,
Joel Churchmouse

In my world, however, things are getting more
and more confusing. I have mentioned my
friend, Ruth, to you in previous letters. She lives
in the stone garden with her parents and siblings
and I have been visiting there quite a lot lately,
in Fr. Steve’s absence. I was surprised to find just
how much I had missed being around Ms Ruth.
I heard that the young people at the church were
going to have a Valentine’s Day Dance and I
thought I would ask Ms Ruth to attend with me.
I got all cleaned up and put on my best
“Sunday-go-to-meeting” clothes and headed
out to the garden. When I knocked at the door,
Ruth’s father invited me in, and I was shocked to
see my Ruth sitting with someone else! A male
someone else to whom she was listening far too
intently! I guess the “green-eyed monster” got
the better of me and I ran away – all the way
back to my room. After I settled down, I
thought that perhaps I should go back
tomorrow and actually speak with Ms Ruth

MUSIC AROUND THE COUNTY INVITES YOU TO

A Festival of Silent Film Comedies
with Live Theatre Organ
Featuring renowned Theater Organist

WAYNE ZIMMERMAN
at the console.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2013, 7:30 PM
At ELMER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
21 South Main Street, Elmer NJ

Free Parking available. Elevator at ground level.
FREE ADMISSION

Sponsored by the Salem County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
Salem County Cultural & Heritage Commission & Salem
County Arts Alliance
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TEEN VALENTINE DANCE
A dance for teens ages 10 to 15
will be held on Saturday,
February 9th, from 6 to 8:30
p.m. in St. John’s Parish House.
There will be a DJ,
refreshments and games. There
is no charge, so bring a friend

Happy
02/05
02/08
02/08
02/08
02/11
02/12
02/13
02/17
02/19
02/20
02/22
02/24
02/26

and join the fun!

WHAT IS TENENBRAE?????
This service of worship is taken from an early
Christian service called Tenebrae. The name
Tenebrae is the Latin word for "darkness" or
"shadows." In it we experience only a small
portion of Christ’s pain and suffering the day of
His crucifixion. One of the most conspicuous
features of the service is the gradual extinguishing
of candles until only a single candle, considered a
symbol of our Lord, remains. As it gets darker and
darker we can reflect on the great emotional and
physical pain that was very real for Jesus that
evening.

Birthday
Casie Kates
Richard Frieze
Curt Harker
Aiden Willis
George Githens
Betty Wismer
Jonathan Buck
Daphne Miller
Jennifer Robinson
George Neff
Kathy Paras
Joe Buck
Jim Davis

Celebrating an Anniversary
02/01 Bill and Mary Anne Clisham
02/05 Father Joe and Sharon Moore

Toward the end of the service, the Christ candle is
hidden, typifying the apparent victory of the forces
of evil over good. At the very end, a loud noise is
made, symbolizing the earthquake at the time of
his death (Matthew 27) and his resurrection
(Matthew 28:2). At the moment of the earthquake,
the temple veil was torn apart, making the Holy of
Holies exposed to public view. This is understood
to represent God's change toward us with direct
access to him, no longer requiring the ceremonial
acts of the priests for our forgiveness of sin. The
hidden candle is then restored to its place,
symbolizing the triumph of good over evil. By this
single light we all depart this service in silence.

SHROVE TUESDAY POTLUCK
February 12, 6:30 P.M.
At Our Merciful Savior Church Hall
This year it is OMS’s turn to host the traditional
Shrove Tuesday Supper and instead of just
pancakes, it is going to be a potluck supper.
Shrove Tuesday is also known as Fat Tuesday or
Mardi Gras (which is simply French for Fat
Tuesday). So clear out all the rich foods, eggs, fats
and sweets and join in what promises to be a
magnificent supper. Beverages and place settings
will be provided, and there is no charge for the
dinner – just bring something yummy and your
whole family!

On March 27th, at 6 pm, the service
of Tenebrae will be held at Our
Merciful Savior Church in Penns
Grove. Plan now to attend.
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ST. JOHN’S SERVICE SCHEDULE during Fr. Steve’s Recovery/Rehab
January 27:

Holy Eucharist - The Rev. Richard J. Kirk, Celebrant

February 03:

Morning Prayer – Deacon Sally Maurer, Officiant

February 10:

Holy Eucharist - The Rev. Richard J. Kirk, Celebrant

February 13:

H.E. & Imposition of Ashes – NOON, The Rev. Patrina Pyatt, Celebrant
Ash Wed. Lit. & Imp of Ashes – 7 p.m., Deacon Sally Maurer, Officiant

February 17:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Scott Trull, Celebrant

February 24:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Richard J. Kirk, Celebrant

March 03:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Scott Trull, Celebrant

March 10:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Scott Trull, Celebrant

March 17:

Morning Prayer - Deacon Sally Maurer, Officiant

March 24:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant – PALM SUNDAY

March 28:

Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar
The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant – MAUNDY THURSDAY- 7 p.m.

March 29:

Deacon Sally Maurer, Officiant – GOOD FRIDAY – NOON
Deacon Sally Maurer, Officiant - GOOD FRIDAY– 7 p.m
Both services H.E. from Reserve Sacrament

March 30:

The Rev. Walter Hartt – EASTER VIGIL – 6 p.m.

March 31:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant
SINGLE SERVICE – 10 am EASTER

April 07:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant

April 14:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Walter Hartt, Celebrant

April 21:

Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Steven E. Carroll, Celebrant

The Rev. Richard J. Kirk is the Rector Emeritus of the Church of the Advent in Kennett Square, PA. He is
a graduate of the Engineering School at Princeton Univ., and holds theological degrees from three
seminaries. Since 1971 he has had a second career as an organizational consultant to congregations and other
church systems in some 30 Episcopal diocese and five other denominations.
The Rev. Walter Hartt, has had a long and multifaceted ministry in the Episcopal Church – as a parish
priest for many years in this diocese and as an academic at both the college and seminary levels. He is
currently retired and serving on a part-time basis at Holy Spirit Episcopal Church in Tuckerton, NJ.
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SUNDAY

3

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

5

6

7

8 am Morning Prayer
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sun. School
10:30 am Morning Prayer
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
ECW MEETING

9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-7:45 pm
Handbell choir
rehearsal
8 pm NA

Noon- HE &
Healing Chapel
12:30-2 pm
YSC
5-7 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

10 Transfiguration 11

12

13

14

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour –ECW
Sandwich Sun.
VESTRY MTG
(Fr. Richard Kirk)

9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Shrove
Tues Potluck at
OMS
6:30-7:45 pm
Handbell choir
rehearsal
8 pm NA

ASH WED.
Noon- HE &
Healing and
Imposition of
Ashes - Chapel
7 pm Imposition
of ashes- Church
5-7 pm FSO
8 pm AA

VALENTINES
DAY

17

4

TUESDAY

18

19

20

21

PRESIDENT’S
DAY

9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-7:45 pm
Handbell choir
rehearsal
8 pm NA

Noon- HE &
Healing Chapel
5:30-6:30 pm
Lenten Series
5-7 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

24

25

26

27

28

9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-7:45 pm
Handbell choir
rehearsal
8 pm NA

Noon- HE &
Healing Chapel
5:30-6:30 pm
Lenten Series
5-7 pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

LENT II

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
(Fr. Richard Kirk)
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SATURDAY

1

2

8

9
6-8:30 pm
Valentine Dance
– St.John’s Hall
Pictures & Pipes
– 7:30 pm Elmer
United Meth.
Church

15

16

22

23

5-6 pm Yoga

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
(Fr. Scott Trull)

LENT I

FRIDAY

Notes:
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency
Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
FSO: Family Support Organization
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous

Easter Flower Fund Request
To make a memorial donation for Easter flowers this year,
please complete the form below. Place your completed form
and donation in the Offering plate on Sunday
OR mail it to:
St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
Please make you check payable to St. John’s Episcopal Church.
Please write “Easter Flower Fund” on the memo line of your check.
Deadline March 25th

Your Name:______________________________________________________
Phone #: ________________________________________________________
Amount donated and attached: _______________________________________

In memory of _____________________________________________________
OR
In thanksgiving for _________________________________________________
Thank you for your participation in St. John’s tradition of
Easter Flower Memorials.
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Dated Material –
Please Deliver Promptly
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Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Sunday School for
children
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

