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December 1st: Salem Yuletide Open House:
The Salem Ringers will play at 1 pm and 2:15 pm
Organ music at 3:15 p.m. and 5 p.m.

Advent I – December 2nd
The Junior Choristers will join the St. John’s Choir in
singing the offertory anthem, and the Salem Ringers will ring
the Prelude before the 10:30 a.m. Eucharist.

Advent IV – December 23rd : Lessons & Carols
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols led by St. John’s
Choir at the 10:30 a.m. service. (Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m., No
Eucharist at 10:30 a.m. service.)

Christmas Eve Services:
5 p.m. Children’s Pageant and Holy Eucharist
10 p.m. Christmas Eve Music
10:30 p.m. Festival Eucharist

Christmas Day Service
10:00 a.m. Spoken (no music) Holy Eucharist
NOTE: The Sunday morning Adult Forum will be canceled
for all of December.
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The first colored electric Christmas lights on
outdoor evergreen trees appeared in Denver in
1914. The tradition began thanks to a sick boy
bedridden in the top floor of his home. Ten-yearold David Sturgeon couldn’t see his family’s
Christmas tree downstairs, so his grandfather, a
pioneering electrician, painted some light bulbs red
and green and strung them on a tree outside David’s window.
Not only did the lights brighten what would be David’s last holiday, but residents throughout
the city came by to admire the display. Just as David’s innovative grandfather brought light
into the boy’s dark times and joy to the whole community, God revealed the true light by
sending Jesus into our dark world. For “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it” (John 1:5, NRSV).
(from The Newsletter Newsletter – Dec.2012)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you wish to change the way you receive The Forerunner?
Simply leave a message with the church office and it will be rerouted with the next issue.
The Forerunner is also available to you on our Web Page –and looks great in COLOR!
Thanks to Nate Gable – at : www.stjohnssalemnj.org
/rc
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From The Deacon’s Bench:

The Five Marks of Mission
To Teach, Baptize and Nurture New Believers
The Rite of Holy Baptism is perhaps my favorite
service of the entire prayer book. Don’t get me
wrong, celebrating the Eucharist is the central act
of worship that binds us Episcopalians together
with the worldwide community of believers and is
our most important act of devotion to our Lord but
there is something so wonderful about a baptism
that for me is very centering and special. We have
been privileged to have two baptisms in two
months at St. John’s and I have had the great
honor of baptising one of these infants, a rare and
special treat for a deacon. Actually, any already
baptized Christian can baptize…did you know
that? Of course this is meant to be for
‘exceptional circumstances’ but just knowing that
makes us all responsible for Holy Baptism. In our
prayer book on page 313 are the instructions for
conditional and emergency baptisms – every
Christian should be familiar with these rubrics and
every Christian should know that it is their right to
take the lead in this if called upon. Our Church
will recognize this Baptism and record it properly
for the newly baptized.

or any other feast. When I was growing up,
baptisms were more private family affairs but that
was changed with the Prayer Book revisions. I
think it was a wonderful change because it is
every Christian’s responsibility to nurture the
newly baptized, not just the parents and
godparents.

In the early church, baptism occurred after intense
preparation, fasting and prayer. Because baptisms
occurred just before Easter, entire families were
baptized into the faith – this included babies,
children, teenagers and adults. This is why our
church has a tradition of baptizing infants and
small children. Our prayer book states “Holy
Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy
Spirit into Christ’s Body the Church. The bond
which God establishes in Baptism is indissoluble.”
The Episcopal Church accepts and recognizes
baptisms from all denominations – once baptized
always baptized. We welcome new members to
our church through baptism (if never baptized),
confirmation by the Bishop (adult
acknowledgement of childhood baptism), or
reception by the Bishop (for those already
confirmed in another faith tradition). Baptism
should occur during the chief service on a Sunday

After the baptism and chrismation, we say “We
receive you into the household of God. Confess
the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal
priesthood.” I wonder when we say these words if
we can imagine the whole household of God
surrounding us rejoicing that a new child of God
has been created? How empowering is it for each
of us to say those words? What responsibilities
have we just taken on?

What does it mean to teach and nurture new
believers? It is not enough to just have a ceremony
that pours water on the head of a baby, seal with
oil and give them a candle. It becomes our
responsibility from that point forward to pray for
the newly baptized and to support them as they
grow in Christ. After the presentation of the
candidate, we are asked – “Will you who witness
these vows do all in your power to support this
person in her life in Christ” to which we respond
“We Will”. Then we renew our own baptismal
covenant (page 304). I recommend reading this
baptismal covenant periodically during your
personal prayers, it is very centering and affirming
of why you call yourself a Christian.

If you would like to read further in your prayer
book, take time to look at the service for
Confirmation on pages 412-419. Since we are
planning Confirmation for the Feast of the
Epiphany, January 6th, it is a great time for all of
us to review the service. The opening rubrics state
Continues page 4…
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Continuation of “From the Deacon’s Bench”:

PLEDGE CARD

“In the course of their Christian development,
those baptized at an early age are expected, when
they are ready and have been duly prepared, to
make a mature public affirmation of their faith and
commitment to the responsibilities of their
Baptism and to receive the laying on of hands by
the bishop.” You will note that the service
includes the same Baptismal Covenant (pages
416-417). It is so important that we know and
exercise this Baptismal Covenant in our everyday
lives – it is THE formula for our walk with the
Lord.

If you have not returned you 2013 pledge card as
yet, please do so ASAP. Our annual report to the
Diocese requires we give the number of pledging
units in our congregation – not an amount
pledged. The amount pledged to our GENERAL
FUND, however, is needed for our finance
committee to be able to put together a realistic
budget for the coming year. These cards were
mailed to you in Nov, and there are extras on the
table at the back of the church and on the counter
in the parish hall..
_____________________________________

I’ve often wondered why we didn’t send ‘Happy
Baptism Day’ cards to all the people we baptize
over the years. While I’m quite sure it would be a
cumbersome project, how many families bring
their babies to be baptized and then we see little of
them over the years? Would reaching out to them
once a year with a card be a form of nurturing
them in their Christian formation? One church I
visited had a large banner hanging on a side wall
that they added the names of newly baptized by
year. It was a visible reminder to the people
attending that church of those who had been
brought into the household of faith. Whatever we
do, we need to continue to be an influence on
those baptized in our church – I’m open to
suggestions!

CHRISTMAS
TEA
A Scottish Christmas
Tea will be held in St.
John’s Parish House
on December 8th, from
6 to 8 p.m. Thanks to Celeste Willis and her
mother, Margaret Ferguson, for bringing this
wonderful social event to us. This will be our
second annual tea and it is said that “the pipes”
will be played by our resident Piper, Dave Willis.
There is no charge and both Men and Women are
invited. There will be a variety of teas available to
sample, so, bring your favorite china tea cup and
join the fun!

Deacon Sally Maurer
________________________________________

12/05 Chardana
Sweeney
12/09 Jennifer K. Frieze
12/11 Wyatt A. Irvine
12/18 Aryanna Kernan
12/27 Norma Sweeney
12/30 Jeanette Finney
12/30 Aud Hamilton

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
BREAKFAST
December 8th, 9 am – 11 a.m. Salem Women’s
Ministry will host a Christmas Breakfast at First
Presbyterian Church in Salem. Join us as we share
delightful fellowship, delicious food and
worthwhile teaching. There is no charge and
childcare is provided. The theme is “What Child is
This?”
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MUSIC NOTES:
JUNIOR CHORISTERS
The Junior Choristers will participate with the St. John’s Choir, singing the offering anthem on
December 2, The First Sunday of Advent. They will also lead the musical portions of worship for the 5:00
PM Christmas Eve Children’s pageant and Holy Eucharist. This small but mighty group of children (grades
3 and up) rehearse faithfully every Sunday 12:00–12:40 PM. .
THE ALL HANDBELLS LITURGY
Our Salem ringers will present two identical concerts on Saturday, December 1 for the Salem
Yuletide Open House at 1:00 & 2:15 PM. They will also ring the Prelude for the Advent I liturgy on
Sunday, December 2 at 10:30. Plans are being made to take our music on the road on Monday, December 3,
when we will play a brief program for the residents of Merion Gardens in Penns Grove. The Ringers will
also participate in the Christmas Eve music at 10:00 PM, prior to the 10:30 Festival Eucharist.
ST. JOHN’S CHOIR
The Choir will lead the annual Service of Nine Lessons & Carols on the Fourth Sunday of Advent,
December 23, at 10:30 AM. This service is always impressive and inspiring. Invite your friends to come
with you that morning. The Choir will also participate in the music prior to the Christmas Eve Festival
Eucharist. Music begins at 10:00 PM. Followed immediately by the Festival Eucharist at 10:30.
INTERESTED NEW PARTICIPANTS:
If you did not participate last season, but are interested in joining any of these ensembles, please
contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. We still have an opening for one bell ringer (that’s why
Bill Clisham had to play and conduct on October 21.) And there is always room for more singers in Junior
Choristers and the St. John’s Choir. Auditions are not required, but a “get-acquainted meeting” is
necessary for placement and planning purposes. See the back of the service bulletin for contact information,
or come to the organ console and introduce yourself following the Organ Postlude.

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
St. John's Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
cell: 908-472-7597
e-mail: wfclish@aol.com
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Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
Since your good Father Steve has been incapacitated for several weeks now, and my classes
therefore suspended, I have had a lot of time to help out around the office. Ms Marge has sent
me out to guard the monuments in the stone garden several times this week and I must say I am
doing a really great job! Not a single monument has walked away on my watch! I do hope Santa
Claus is paying attention to all my good deeds and I hope the good ones outweigh the bad ones
in his reckoning!
While on duty in the garden, my friend, Ruth, visited my guard
post and brought lunch for us to share. Have you noticed that no
matter what it is that you are eating, it tastes better when you eat it
with a friend? I treasure the time Ruth and I have had together
and the food was terrific too! Ruth said her mom made up the
lunches and I’m thinking there must be something moms add to
food they prepare to make it comfort you because it sure made me
miss my own mom back in Ohio. I like being around Ruth’s
family. They make me feel like I am one of them. I think family is one of the gifts that God
gives us until we are grown up enough to be able to begin a family of our own. I’ll have to share
that thought with your good Fr. Steve someday – I’ll bet he never thought of family as being a
present.
One evening last week, while browsing through a stack of books in Fr. Steve’s library, I found
one full of quotations from several of your famous humans who seemed to think as I do on the
subject of families. I thought I would share some of those quotes with you now and if I do not
get to write to you before Christmas, I wish you all a very wonderful and joyous holiday with
your, or someone else’s’, family.
Families are like fudge - mostly sweet with a few nuts. ~Author Unknown
You don't choose your family. They are God's gift to you, as you are to them. ~Desmond Tutu
Having a place to go - is a home. Having someone to love - is a family. Having both - is a blessing. ~Donna
Hedges
To us, family means putting your arms around each other and being there. ~Barbara Bush
Family is not an important thing. It's everything. ~ Michael J. Fox

And finally: Strangers are just family you have yet to come to know.” ~ Mitch Albom

2013 is coming – be happy! Joel Churchmouse
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Check out the Diocese web site to read up on what
we are doing for Hurricane Sandy Relief in New
Jersey: http://newjersey.anglican.org/

Our prayers are with the family of
Ralph (Bud) Magill, Jr.
who entered eternal life on
Wednesday, November 7th.

Didn’t our Junior Choristers sound terrific when
they lead the musical portions of our worship on
November 11th ?! Well Done! They will be
joining St. John’s Choir when they sing the
offertory anthem on Dec. 2nd, and will again lead
the musical portions of the service at the 5 pm
Christmas Eve Service.

A Memorial will be held on
December 29th, 3 p.m.
At St. John’s Church
May his soul and the souls of all the
departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

Henry James Hollenweger was born on Nov. 12th
and is the fourth grandchild for grandparents,
Richard and Julie Frieze. He is the son of Lauren
Frieze and Henry Hollenweger.
St. John’s witnessed the baptism of Noemi Marie
Rodriguez Perez on November 25th at the 10:30
a.m. service. Noemi is the newest granddaughter
of Bob and Donna Donohue.
Louis P. Benedetti II and Jacquelyn A. Reimel
will be married on December 8th, here at St.
John’s. We wish them well.

SALEM AREA MINISTERIUM
ADVENT SERVICES
6 pm Soup and Bread -- 7 pm Worship Service

Some of you may remember Mrs. Phyllis Little.
Sheho had to move away from Salem but still
keeps in touch with us. Her recent Thanksgiving
card announced the addition of two kittens to her
household, Katie (2 yrs) and Shane (5 months).
Her longtime pet, Heidi (dog) died this past year.

December 5
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Rev. Holland Fields, Speaker
December 12
Haven United Methodist Church
Rev. Everett Dickinson, Speaker

Fr. Steve will be evaluated at Rothman Institute on
Dec. 6th, to see what can be done to alleviate his
disabling back and leg pain which doctors here
feel is due to nerve root compression from his
back. Please keep him in your prayers so that he
may find some relief and may once again carryout
his chores at home – Rosie does not like to take
out the trash!.

December 19
Broadway United Methodist Church
Rev. Andy Shottelkorb, Speaker
“Healing Service”
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

Salem
Yuletide Open
House

2

ADVENT I
8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
ECW MEETING

9

ADVENT II
8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour
VESTRY MEETING

16

ADVENT III
8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour

23

ADVENT IV
8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sun. Sch.
10:30 am LESSONS
AND CAROLS
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour

3

4

5

6

7

8

6 pm Handbell
program at
Merion Gardens

9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
8 pm NA

Noon- HE &
Healing Chapel
12:30-2 pm
YSC
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

5 pm
Wedding
rehearsal in
church

Church
Wedding 3 pm
9-11 am
Women’s Bkfst
at 1st Presby.Ch
6-8 pm Scottish
Christmas Tea

10

11

12

13

14

15

Morning Shawosa Garden
Club

9-noon-Quilters
5-6 pm Yoga
6:30-7:45 pm
Handbell choir
rehearsal
8 pm NA

Noon- HE &
Healing Chapel
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

17

18

19

20

21

22

5-6 pm Yoga
3:30-6 pm DYFS
Party -I
6:30-7:45 pm
Handbell choir
rehearsal
8 pm NA

Noon- HE &
Healing Chapel
8 pm AA

3:30-6 pm
DYFS Party II
5-6 pm Yoga

First Day of
Winter

24

25

26

27

28

5 pm Children’s
Pageant and HE
10 pm Christmas
music
10:30 pm Festival
Eucharist

10 a.m. Holy
Eucharist – no
music

30

31

8 am HE-Rite I
9 am Choir rehearsal
9:30 – 10:15 Sunday
School
10:30 am HE Rite II
12-12:40 pm Jr. Choir
Fellowship Hour

New Year’s
Eve/Watch Night

5-6 pm Yoga

8 pm NA

Notes:
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YSC: Youth Services Commission
FSO: Family Support Organization
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
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29
3 pm Memorial
for Ralph (Bud)
Magill,Jr. Church

2012
The Greening of the Church – December 2012

**PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST BY DECEMBER 16, 2012
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Worship Schedule





CHRISTMAS EVE:

CHRISTMAS DAY:

Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Christian
Formation for children and Adults
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church.
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel

5 pm – Children’s Pageant and Holy Eucharist
10 pm Christmas Music
10:30 pm Festival Eucharist
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist – no music

St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED
Dated Material –
Please Deliver Promptly
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