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The Pastor’s Ponderings
“For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.”
(Eccl. 3:1 NRSV)
Thanks to Pete Seeger, The Turtles, and a number of other musical types, this portion
of Biblical wisdom is well-known – even if we are not sure where in the Bible it
comes from. It speaks to the rhythm of life and our relationship with God and with one another. At the risk
of sounding like a Walt Disney feature, I have come to the conclusion that life is full of rhythms – some of
them are cosmic and some of them we invent to make sense of it all.
Summer is a part of our seasonal rhythm. These days there is a tension between city and country, urban and
rural, and work and relaxation. We are not productive unless we are doing something. Do we really need to
have a 3-month break from school; aren’t vacations more stressful than restful? But the Biblical writer
reminds us that “…to everything there is a season…”.
Already there are commercials on television which herald the beginning of a new “season.” There are school
supplies on sale and fall clothes to buy. The average family spends several hundred dollars per child to make
them ready for school.
We have other seasons, from youth to old age, there are markers for each. We go from bike wheels to car
wheels and beyond. Even when we tinker with the hours, or fend off the darkness of the night with artificial
light, we cannot escape the need for balance, for rest and relaxation, activity, work, prayer and worship. All
of these things are a part of our life-rhythm. The writer of Ecclesiastes, St. Benedict of Nursia (the author of
The Rule of St. Benedict), and most farmers understand our connection with the seasons.
So, even if I think time is moving a little too quickly, or that the “back-to-school” commercials are jumping
the gun, the good news is we still have some summer left – but beware, fall, school, and the “program-year”
are on the horizon.

Sunday service times return to 8 am and
10:30 a.m. on September 16th with choir
returning September 23rd.

Blessings,
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When you can't see
The sun was sinking below the horizon when the sightseer approached the Grand Canyon’s
North Rim. By the time she reached the overlook, night had fallen. Before her was one of the
world’s most spectacular views, yet she couldn’t see it.
When darkness closes in around us, we’re tempted to think we’re alone and nothing is left.
But our senses can deceive us; for though we may see no trace of it, we just might be on the
brink of something spectacular. Hang on to hope, “for we walk by faith, not by sight ”
(2 Corinthians 5:7, NRSV).

(From The Newsletter NewsletterAugust 2012)

FROM THE EDITOR: Do you currently receive this newsletter via the U. S. Post
Office – an actual paper copy? Wouldn’t you rather see it in color? Save a tree? Save a
stamp? Save copier toner? If so, then please phone the church office with your current
email address and get instant delivery!
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…from the Senior Warden:

……from the Deacon’s Bench
At ordination I was charged to ‘bring Christ to the
world and to bring the world to Christ’. As a
deacon I am to seek and serve the underserved –
that is the sick, the poor, the lonely, the orphaned,
the widowed and the oppressed. This ministry is
multifaceted and can be expressed in so many
ways. In fact, I’m really still just exploring what it
means to be a deacon here at St. Johns.

Yes, it certainly is summer. The temperatures in
the last few weeks have let us all know that!
Perhaps it makes us all a bit lazy; I know I was
and did not write a column in last month’s
Forerunner.
I’ll try to do better but who knows what the
summer holds. Many of us travel or just choose to
become reclusive when the temperature goes up.
Moving at a slower pace affects us all when the
humidity and temperature climb.

At convention this year I heard people buzzing
about some ‘marks of mission’ goals which I had
never heard of (I’m always amazed at how much I
don’t know). So I did a little web search and
found that indeed the Anglican Communion and
The Episcopal Church have adopted a form of
mission statement to be utilized by all of us as a
framework for our presence in the world. In many
ways I find these 5 statements to dovetail with my
sense of ministry as a deacon. I share them with
you as a starting point for discussion:

In the homily on July 22, Fr. Steve talked about
rest… that we all need it, that it refreshes us, and
that it allows us to see things in a new perspective.
I guess that is what vacations are all about. When
we can, it is best to truly get away, to forget about
the day-to-day things at home. Perhaps the cliché
to “… take time to smell the roses…” says it all.
Life moves so quickly and our rear view mirror
should not be filled with all the things we missed
but rather all the things we saw.

The Five Marks of Mission
 To proclaim the Good News of the
Kingdom
 To teach, baptize and nurture new
believers
 To respond to human need by loving
service
 To seek to transform unjust structures in
society
 To strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation and sustain and renew the life of
the earth

This summer the Vestry approved combining the
two Sunday services into one for the months of
July and August. For a few people the adjusted
summer schedule doesn’t work well and that is
unfortunate. I have found it positive because I am
getting to know more parishioners who I don’t
typically see, since I attend the later service during
much of the year.
I often find change difficult, although I am always
told it is good. I like to get into a rut and stay in it.
I am considered “detail oriented” in the now
preferred way of categorizing everyone. For me it
is one of the wonderful things about the order of
our services. We are assisted in our worship by
the Book of Common Prayer and hymnals, and yet
have the freedom of prayer and worship
throughout the service.

These ‘goals’ were developed by the Anglican
Consultative Council between 1984-1990 and
should serve as a framework to benchmark the
health of an Episcopal presence in any
community. I am hoping that we can use these
somehow as a format for adult education and
discussion starting in the fall.

I hope your summer is restful, enjoyable, has roses
worth smelling and views worth seeing!

Deacon Sally Maurer

Ron Magill
Sr. Warden
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
PFC Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
PFC Gage Mason,82nd Airborne, US Army
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne,USAF
Nick DeMascio, US Army.
Major Peter Larrabee, USAF

Vacation Bible School is coming to St. John’s
August 20 through 24th. It will be held in the
early evening - 5-8 PM. Children ages 4 through
15 are included and they can be pre-registered by
phoning the church office at 935-1798, or they can
just show up on Aug. 20th and register at that time.
Volunteers are still needed and if you would like
to help contact Celeste Willis ASAP.

MUSIC NOTES

The program being utilized this year is called SKY
and is from a company called GROUP. You can
read more about it at their web site:
http://group.com/childrens-ministry/vbs

Salem Ringers will begin regular midweek
rehearsals on Tuesday, September 18, 2012 at
6:30-7:45 PM in the front of the church nave. Note
that the time is 15 minutes earlier this year than
last. I am encouraged to think that we will have
two additional regular ringers this season: Gayle
Irvine and Sally Maurer. We have some special
events planned for the fall, including a “totally
handbells liturgy” on October 21.

Their site explains their REAL teaching system as:

Junior choristers will begin regular rehearsals on
Sunday, September 30, 2012 at 12:00 PM in the
chancel, following the 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist.
Some special events are being planned for the fall,
including a “totally Junior Choristers liturgy” on
Nov. 11th, and for the Christmas season, we'll be
singing an anthem with the Adult Choir during
Advent, and the entire 5:00 PM Christmas Eve
service.
The St. John’s Choir will sing its first liturgy of
the season on Sunday, Sept. 23, 2012. The choir
will rehearse at 9:00AM in the chancel in
preparation for leading the liturgy at 10:30.
In service to Christ and His church,

BIBLE MEMORY BUDDIES

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
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Salem. Not as glamorous as Puerto Rico, but I
understand that if you feel an uncontrollable urge
to mop floors or trim shrubbery you would be
welcome to stop by their place and perhaps enjoy
a cup of tea (or something stronger) afterwards!
An e-mail from Rich and Julie Frieze let us know
that they are expecting their fourth grandchild!
They know it's a boy who will join us in
November. He'll be Lauren's third, one girl, and
now two boys.

Some of you may know that Diane and Ron
Wohlrab’s Shar Pei, Luci Liu, has been blind since
May. Diane reports that Luci now has the yard
memorized very well and that her siblings,
Nicholas and Pumpkin, also Shar Pei, act as her
“guide-dogs” when needed, and isn’t that what
family does?!! Good Dogs! Now go get a cookie
from Mom.

Did you see (and hear!) Nate Gable and The
Original Hobo Band during the first of the
Summer of the Bands Concerts presented by the
Woodstown Rotary Foundation at Marlton Park
recently? Nate’s shining visage was also on the
front page of Today’s Sunbeam on July 13th.
There are two more concerts (by other bands) in
August also at Marlton Park:
08/02/2012 Bonsal Blues Band
08/16/2012 Avalon String Band
Concerts begin at 7:00 p.m.
To hear The Original Hobo Band again, see their
schedule online at
http://originalhoboband.org/index.htm

Fr. Joe Moore is recuperating at home now
following his cardiac bypass and valve
replacement surgery. Sharon reports he is doing
very well.
Many young girls dream of being a ballerina
dancing in a fancy dress on their TOES. Miss Jean
Miller will be living the dream this fall when she
goes “on-pointe" in her dance class at Christine's
Studio of Dance in Monroeville. This will be
Jean's eleventh year dancing at Miss Chrissy's.
Besides pointe class, she will be continuing with
ballet, tap and jazz classes.

Speaking of Today’s Sunbeam newspaper – did
you see the shining visage of our good Fr. Steve in
the July 18th issue? In it he is being congratulated
by Salem Rotary’s District Governor Elect, Daniel
Ceglia on the occasion of Fr. Steve’s installation
as President of the Salem Evening Rotary Club.
Congrats Mr. President!

Louis P. Benedetti, II and Jacquelyn A. Reimel are
preparing for their wedding which will be take
place in December here at St. John’s. Congrats!
________________________________________

SUMMER YOUTH DANCE

Also in the “did-you-see” department is Aiden
Willis who was in the Oakwood Summer
Theater’s production of “School House Rock”
Performances were July 18th, 19th and 20th. He
was in the supporting cast and enjoyed it
immensely.

A dance will be held in our
parish hall on AUGUST 4th,
from 7 to 9:30 pm for young
people of the community,
ages 10 to 15 years. Youth
from First Presbyterian
Church and their friends have
been invited as well as neighborhood youth.
There will be a DJ, refreshments and lots of fun!
Parents: There will be chaperones at all times and
our guests will not be allowed to leave unattended.
So spread the word – August 4th, 7-9 pm, St.
John’s Parish House is the place to be!

Irv and Pasha Chard, along with little Mary,
Zachary and Sarah have returned home from their
one-week visit to Puerto Rico! Muy Bueno!
Pasha’s parents, Curt and Sue Harker, are back in
town too, having moved from their Elsinboro
home to their “old” house at 24 Oak Street in
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LOOKING AHEAD

BISHOP SEARCH

(copied from our Diocese’ web site)

This fall’s calendar is filling up
early! October 13th has been set
for ECW’s JUMBLE SALE
which will be held outside on the
church grounds. Cost for a sale
spot has been set at $10 and you price and sell
your own items. Of course, a 10% donation to
ECW would be most graciously accepted, but it is
not required. The sale is currently set to run from
8 am until 2 pm, with a hot dog lunch available for
purchase, and there was some talk about the rental
of a popcorn machine too! There will be free
games and activities for children. Watch your
Sunday Bulletin and September’s Forerunner for
more information as the date gets closer and plans
become more complete.

Deadline extended to August 7
The Episcopal Election Committee (EEC) is
seeking the names of men and women for
consideration as the Twelfth Bishop of the
Diocese of New Jersey.
Do you know someone whose experience of
ministry and leadership qualities would help them
to walk beside us and work with us as our chief
pastor, as together we seek to respond to the
specific opportunities and challenges present in
New Jersey?
For the Profile of the Diocese of New Jersey,
online Nomination Form, and other resources,
visit the EEC's Bishop Search website:
bishopsearchnj.org.

Our Senior Warden, Ron Magill, has made
mention of a parish-wide DINNER (NOT
pancakes!) to be cooked and served by the men of
St. John’s. The dinner will be in honor of our
church women who have done so much for the
betterment of our congregation and facilities. A
firm date has not yet been set, but sometime this
fall – when it is cool enough to actually cook – we
will be fine dining on something yummy! More in
September’s Forerunner and in Sunday
announcements.

The website is optimized for display on a wide
range of digital devices, including laptops, tablets,
and smartphones.
The full Profile of the Diocese of New Jersey is
available as a PDF document for downloading and
display on any digital device that supports PDF
viewing. It's fully integrated with FaceBook and
Twitter to encourage everyone to help spread the
word about the search in New Jersey.

Depending on the strength of our hand bell choir,
plans are afoot for a handbell liturgy on October
21st. Further details will be forthcoming. Also
watch for a possible Junior Chorister liturgy on
November 11th, as well as at the 5 pm Christmas
Eve service.

There's an online nomination system to expedite
nominations and self-nominations during the July
2–August 7 nomination period.
We need your help! Please spread the word about
the search for the next bishop of New Jersey. You
can follow the search and spread the word on
social media:

th

On January 6 , 2013, The Feast of the Epiphany,
Bishop George Councell will visit St. John’s, at
which time he will confirm or receive our
candidates.

Facebook: facebook.com/bishopsearchnj
RETURN TO “REGULAR” SERVICE TIMES of
8 am and 10:30 am will be on September 16th,
rather than the previously announced September
9th, and St. John’s Choir will return on Sept. 23rd.

Twitter: twitter.com/bishopsearchnj
Email the Episcopal Election Committee:
eec@newjersey.anglican.org
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AUGUST SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND
BOOK BAGS COLLECTIONS
As summer is drawing to a close, we are preparing
to send our children back to school. To that end,
St. John’s is participating in two efforts to provide
them with the necessary school supplies.

Our Prayers are with the Family of
Rev, Canon E. Thomas Higgons, Jr.
who entered eternal life on July 3, 2012.
And
The Family of
Mr. Larry Karpenko
who also entered eternal life in July.

One effort is supporting the collection of Big
Brothers and Big Sisters for book bags and school
supplies. Our Outreach Committee has agreed to
make a donation to Big Brothers and Big Sisters
of Salem and Cumberland Counties in the amount
of $1000. .It is the policy of Big Brothers and Big
Sisters that the money raised Salem County will
stay in Salem County.

May their souls and the souls of all the
departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

Secondly, our Deacon, Sally Maurer, has made
contact with the staff at Salem Middle School and
we have been asked to collect school supplies for
the students there. The lists of specific needs will
be posted within a few days and supplies can be
dropped off in the parish house. Watch your
Sunday Bulletin for further information.

SCHOOL UNIFORM CLOSET
The uniform closet at Our Merciful Savior Church
in Penns Grove will be open for business on
August 26th (Sunday) at 1 pm with uniform
bargains at 25 cents per piece. If you have uniform
khakis or shirts to contribute, or know of someone
who might of have need of uniforms for school,
please pass on the info and bring clothing to the
clergy office at St. Johns and we will transport it
to Our Merciful Savior Church for the sale.

_______________________________________

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
08/03
08/05
08/05
08/07
08/07
08/07
08/10
08/12
08/12
08/14
08/23
08/29

_________________________________
CONFIRMATION/INQUIRER’S
CLASSES SET
There has been good response to the offer of
Inquirer’s/Confirmation classes - so much so that
we will split the adults and young inquirer’s into
separate groups. The young inquirer’s will meet
on Saturdays, beginning September 15th, 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. and adults will meet on Sunday,
September 16th, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Both classes
will last for ten weeks. The Rev. Petrina Pyatt
(from Our Merciful Savior congregation in Penns
Grove) and Fr. Steve will “team-teach” the classes
as there are inquirers from both congregations.

Warren Bye
Bill Clisham
Danielle Khairzada
Philip Correll
Carol Foulke
Father Joe Moore
Lauren Miller
Shirley Potter
Ralph (Bud) Magill
Joanne Owen
Julie Frieze
Mary Anne Clisham

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
08/28/1965
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Diane and Ron Wohlrab

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
How terribly brave your young humans are! I have seen them rushing about, making loud noises and
not giving one thought to dangers that may be about them. Brave, very brave! I am glad I can hear
them coming because young humans are right up there with cats when a young mouse thinks of
dangerous things in the world, and being able to hear them approaching gives me time to scurry to
safety. Most of the older humans are more afraid of me than are the young ones – not that I would ever
hurt any of them. The fully grown humans see dangers everywhere; speeding automobiles, steep
stairways; graveled walkways; uncooked foodstuff; and so on and on, whereas I noticed the young
humans trust everything all the time.
I was lolling about (I like that phrase) one hot afternoon when your good Fr. Steve joined me in his
office. Ms Marge had adjusted the air conditioning for him and it was quite comfortable there for lolling
about. I mentioned my thoughts about the bravery of young humans to Fr. Steve and he chuckled. I
think he really enjoys seeing his world through my eyes. He told me that he used to be really, really
brave like the young ones are today too. He told me that when he was a toddler
and his brothers and sisters climbed the pole next to his garage just to sit on the
garage peak, he followed them – not even once thinking about the casts he had on
both his legs. He was fearless! He said his mother told him later (when he was a
grown up) that all her gray hairs came from the young ones frightening her like
that. I do not know what being scared has to do with the color of one’s fur, but I’ll
ask him about that later. Fearless Father Steve as a young one! I can just see him
now complete with a cape – as all super toddlers wear!
All my conversations with your good Fr. Steve, end with a moral lesson or a Bible
passage to study, or some bit of wisdom harvested from his experiences. This time was no different, but
it made sense to me this time and so I share it with you. Human beings (and I suspect all God’s
creatures) are born with a trusting spirit. They have to be TAUGHT to fear; TAUGHT to hate; TAUGHT
to avoid what their elders perceive as danger. Love is natural. Trust is natural. It is sad that in today’s
world the dangers that can really hurt us are so commonplace. It is through our experiences that we
learn what is dangerous. Fr. Steve said that there is a verse in the Bible – Proverbs 22:6 – that says
something to the fully grown humans about raising the little ones. It goes: “Train up a child in the way
he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” I was trained from very young to avoid cats
and humans and so now, as an almost fully grown mouse, I will continue to do so as it has been proven
to me to be a good thing to do.
With that I moved my lolling to my room and contemplated something else. Oh well, Live and Learn.
Peace,
Joel Churchmouse
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PRINT THIS PAGE, CUT OUT THE PUZZLE PIECES AND ASSEMBLE
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See St John’s Collection Jar in the Parish House
During the Fellowship Hour - Now through September
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August 2012
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

2

Noon: H.E.&
Healing service
5-7pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

5

6

7

8

9

9 am H.E. Rite I
Fellowship Hour

TRANSFIGURATION OF
OUR LORD

5-6 pm Yoga
8 pm NA

Noon: H.E.&
Healing service
5-7pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

13

14

15

16

9 am-3pm NGA
Summer Luncheon
5-6 pm Yoga
8 pm NA

Noon: H.E.&
Healing service
5-7pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

ECW Meeting

12
9 am H.E. Rite I
Fellowship Hour
Vestry Meeting

FRIDAY

3

SATURDAY

4
SUMMER
YOUTH
DANCE 7 –
9:30 pm

10

11

17

18

24

25

THE
ASSUMPTION OF
MARY

19

20

9 am H.E. Rite I
Fellowship Hour

21

22

23

5-6 pm Yoga
8 pm NA

Noon: H.E.&
Healing service
5-7pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

5 pm to 8 pm VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

26
9 am H.E. Rite I
Fellowship Hour

27

28

29

30

5-6 pm Yoga
8 pm NA

Noon: H.E.&
Healing service
5-7pm FSO
8 pm AA

5-6 pm Yoga

Notes:
Sunday Services: 9 am Holy Eucharist Rite I in the Church
Wednesday Service: Noon Eucharist and Healing Service in Church chancel
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YAC: Youth Services Commission
FSO: Family Support Organization
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Summer Schedule
Sunday:
 9 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Church
NOTE: Service times return to 8
am and 10:30 am on September 16th
Wednesday:
 Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church chancel.

St. John’s Episcopal Church

76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED
Dated Material –
Please Deliver Promptly
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