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THE DEADLINE for the August issue of The Forerunner is July 23rd

→ SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE: ←
Beginning Sunday, July 1, we will change to a summertime service schedule of one service at 9 a.m.
The service on July 1 st, will be taken from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer, which was in use during the
time of the American Revolution. The services on the following Sundays will be will be Rite I, traditional
language, from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. There will be hymns, although the service will not be
chanted. This means that the psalm will be spoken responsively by verse by the congregation following the
directions in the bulletin. The plan is to return to a two-service schedule Sunday, September 9th, the Sunday
following Labor Day.
The Wednesday noon Eucharist will continue during the summer and please note that they will also be held
in the main church but in the chancel.
It is my hope that the move to a single service will enable us to cut costs by not having to air-condition two
buildings and will give both congregations a chance to get to know each other by worshipping together. Of
course, the other benefit may be you will have more of a summer Sunday to enjoy. Hope to see you there.
Fr. Steve

The Pastor’s Ponderings
As noted above, we are moving to a summer service schedule. In years past I have
been reluctant to mess with service times very much. Calendars, while not set in
stone, are very important and changes can be disruptive. Still, it may be that there is
some wisdom in embracing a slower pace for the summer. We Americans tend to take
fewer days off than our counterparts in the rest of the world. Vacation time is often at
the whim of our employer, whereas in other cultures both in Europe and in Asia,
vacation time is mandated by law. Maybe we are missing something….
I hope that you have an enjoyable summer, and that you take the time to relax and
renew your spirits. Of course, I still expect to see you in church on Sunday, but the sermons will be shorter.
Blessings,
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Fate of the revolutionaries
We call them heroes. The British called them traitors. Many of them
turned out to be martyrs. Here is what happened to some of the 56 men
who signed the Declaration of Independence:
• Five were captured and tortured as traitors.
• Nine joined the revolutionary army, fought and died.
• Eight men had property looted by the British army or by vandals.
• One signer’s home was taken over by a British general. The owner,
Thomas Nelson Jr., asked General Washington to burn the home down.
The general did.
• The home of Francis Lewis was destroyed and his wife put in jail. She
died shortly thereafter.
• Three men had their fields and mills destroyed.
In one way or another, all of the men paid a dear price as a result of their rebellion. Still they were faithful to
the pledge they made on July 4, 1776:
“We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by
the Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States .... And for the support of this
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”
(From: The Newsletter Newsletter, July 2005)
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DIACONATE:
Sally Maurer, Deacon
I am a lifelong Episcopalian. I never met a deacon in the Episcopal Church until I was about 30 years old. I
didn’t even know we had deacons even though our catechism clearly mentions the order. The only thing I
think I ever knew was that priests in training were deacons for a little while. I had no idea what the scope or
possibilities for a deacon could be.
Just before I met my first deacon, I attended a retreat weekend sponsored by Cursillo at St. John’s Mendham.
The first night we made a circuit in the courtyard around luminaria using a modern version of the Stations of
the Cross called ‘Every One’s Way of the Cross’. The experience was pivotal for me. This version is a
conversation between God and the Reader. The Reader is God’s other self to the world. I had never thought
of myself as God’s other self to the world.
I didn’t know what to do with this new knowledge. I prayed, counseled with my rector and hoped God
would show me what He wanted me to do. Then as a delegate to convention, I happened upon a table
display about the diaconate and knew I had found the answer. It took me nearly 25 years to be ordained, but
God understood that I needed to raise my children, establish my career and financial security and then He
called me again, more strongly, “come, be my deacon.” I had no reasons why I shouldn’t answer His call.
Three years sailed by and suddenly it was time to begin looking for a Church assignment. I had been many
different places, in fact my internship was at St. Peter’s Medford, an hour away from home. I felt strongly
that I wanted to be a deacon in Salem County, back home where I live. I attended your church in February
and observed a loving community where I felt I might be welcomed. I met with Father Steve and he agreed
and well, as you can see, here I am.
Over the next few months I hope to get to know each and every one of you. I want to hear your stories, your
hopes, your needs. I want to grow with you in understanding what it means to be a faith community here in
Salem City, Salem County, New Jersey. How do we as a faith community take care of the needs of the
helpless? How do we serve one another as Christ has called us to do? How is St John’s Christ’s other self to
the world?

MUSIC NOTES
CHOIR & HANDBELL HIATUS
The St. John’s Choir, the Junior Choristers, and the Salem Ringers will take a summer break from
rehearsals and service commitments during July and August. All groups have had a very successful year,
though in very different ways. And all groups will resume their respective ministries of music in September
... specific dates and times to be determined and announced later. All Singers & Ringers should be alert for
communications concerning September start up dates, first rehearsals, and other gatherings later in the
Summer.
OPENINGS: Any person interested in participating in any of our choirs or handbells, or supporting
our Ministry of Music through financial contributions, publicity, or music library computer data entry should
contact Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience. (If Joel could only make up his mind!) There is a place
for you. There are no “audition” requirements for volunteers. And we give free tune-ups.
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE….
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CONTINUATION OF “MUSIC NOTES”
The Choir has led liturgies throughout the season in an exemplary fashion, including numerous
“special” events, the most recent being the performance of Walfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Missa Brevis in D
Major, K. 194 as part of the Eucharistic liturgy on Sunday, June 17, with strings and guest organist Joanne
Owen. The choir did a magnificent job, living up to Father Steve’s claim that St. John’s has “the finest choir
in two counties.” During the 2011-2012 season the following persons have contributed their time and talents
to make the choir the vibrant and effective liturgical and musical leadership ensemble that we have come to
know and love.
Gail Boyd
Mary Anne Clisham
Brittany Griffith
DeeAnn Harris
Eileen miller
Cassandra Moore *
Ann Neff
Virginia Sisco
Gwen Norton *
Helen Acton
Jim Acton
Glen Clisham **
Mike Flynn **
Don Layton *
Nate Gable *
George Neff
John Lapetina
Jerry Pinner **
(*) indicates paid chorister/section leader
(**) indicates occasional guest chorister
The Salem Ringers is a rapidly growing and evolving handbell ensemble that in just a year and a
half has progressed dramatically both in musical facility and handbell ringing skills. Of the nine regular
ringers in this ensemble, five had never rung handbells previously; yet they are ringing “level 3+” music,
usually expected of ensembles with many years of experience. The members of this ensemble are:
Ted Bialy
Jeannie Miller
Mary Anne Clisham
Ann Neff
Glen Clisham **
Sally Maurer **
Eileen Miller
Gwen Norton
Stacy Kobasa
Joanne Owen
Jennifer Robinson
(**) indicates guest “ringer”
The Junior Choristers made their debut at the 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Liturgy in 2011, then they
offered their musical gifts to say “Farewell to Alleluia” as we entered the season of Lent, and they
participated on Good Shepherd Sunday liturgy, singing “Feed My Lambs”. This small but mighty ensemble
of young voices included:
Avery Dunfee
Jeannie Miller
Kayla Mills

Laurel Norton
Kaitlyn Roszkowiak
Aiden Willis

In service to Christ and His Church,
Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
(cell) 908-472-7597
(e-mail) wfclish@aol.com
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Vacation Bible School is coming to St. John’s
August 20 through 24th. It will be held in the
early evening this year so watch your Sunday
Bulletins and August’s Forerunner for exact time
and further details. Children ages 4 through 15 are
included and they can be pre-registered by
phoning the church office at 935-1798, or they can
just show up on Aug. 20th and register at that time.
Volunteers are still needed and if you would like
to help contact Celeste Willis ASAP.

Happy Birthday
07/01
07/01
07/03
07/07
07/10
07/10
07/11
07/15
07/23
07/25
07/25
07/25
07/27
07/31

The program being utilized this year is called SKY
and is from a company called GROUP. You can
read more about it at their web site:
http://group.com/childrens-ministry/vbs
Their site explains their REAL teaching system as:

Adali Rivera
Judy Kimber
Oscar Maurer
Patrick Irvine
Ron Magill
Sal DeGrotto
Brandy Kates
Sharon Moore
Dale Harris
Ray Stiles
Joe Kimber
Ron Wohlrab
Rev. Sally Maurer, Deacon
Kevin Kates

Happy Anniversary
07/03
07/10
07/10
07/12
07/15
07/21

BIBLE MEMORY BUDDIES
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Elizabeth and Andrew Irving
DeeAnn and Dale Harris
Joanne and Larry Owen
Jennifer and Earle Robinson
Celeste and David Willis
Francine and Joseph Peterson, Sr.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Jean Miller graduated from Woodstown Middle
School on Tuesday, June 12. At the 8th Grade
Awards ceremony on Wednesday, June 16,
Jeannie received an award for excellence in
Chorus, along with the Presidential Award for
Excellence in Academics. She will attend
Woodstown High School next year, where she has
auditioned for and has been accepted as a member
of the Concert Choir.

2nd Lt. Tyler Patrick VanSant, USAF
PFC Cassaundra Carroll, US Marines
Captain Ryan Bailey, US Army
PFC Gage Mason,82nd Airborne, US Army
Senior Master Sergeant David John Milne,USAF
Nick DeMascio, US Army.

John and Wendy Laning’s son, John Milton
Laning, has wed Jennifer Katrina LaTorre. The
ceremony took place June 29th at St. Vincent
dePaul Church in Mays Landing. Best wishes to
the happy couple!
The Willis Twins turned 5 (FIVE!)!!!

Our Prayers are with the Family of
Esther S. Koerber
who entered eternal life on June 7th

A big THANK-YOU to Fr. Scott Trull for filling
in for a very sick Fr. Steve on St. John’s Day. Our
Rector is much better now, but what a way to get a
Sunday off!!!

May her soul and the souls of all the
departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

Have you said “WOW!” yet at our sparkling
kitchen? If so, then say THANKS! to Celeste
Willis, Margaret Ferguson, Elizabeth Vanaman,
Virginia Sisco, Aiden and T.J. for all their many
hours of work to make it all look new again!

CONFIRMATION CLASSES

Bishop Councell will be visiting St. John’s on
January 06, 2013. Confirmation will be scheduled
for that visit.

The date of the Bishop’s
visitation has been set for the
Feast of the Epiphany, January
6, 2013. As a result, classes will
begin in September, rather than
during the summer, for
Inquirer’s or for those wishing to be confirmed.
Watch the Sunday Bulletin and the Forerunner for
future details. The text being used for the classes
is called “Your Faith Your Life, An invitation to
the Episcopal Church” by Jennifer Gamber. Books
will be available by mid-July along with a course
outline. If you have not signed-up, please contact
Fr. Steve so enough material

There is a rumor there may be another teen dance
held here in July…watch for more info.

DISHES, DISHES, DISHES
The cleaning and clearing out of the kitchen has
made many plates, cups, serving pieces, etc,
available to anyone wishing them – just pick what
you’d like from the “stage” in the parish hall and
make us an offer. No reasonable donation refused.
These must be cleared out before VBS begins.
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sanding process it was discovered that the cross
was made of oak. Four coats of polyurethane now
protects this treasure.

CHRISTUS REX RE-FURBISHED
The Christus Rex which hung on the exterior of
our Parish House has been repaired, repainted and
replaced! THANK-YOU to Mr. Ed Warren for
help with the rehanging and to David Willis,
David Miller and Jean Miller for their restoration
work! WELL DONE!

On Friday, June 22, 2012, the restored Christus
Rex was reinstalled on the outer Parish Hall wall
by Warren’s General Contractor LLC using a 121/2 ton stinger crane and cage. Ed Warren (our
Marge’s husband) was the crane operator and
Mike Eber and Jim Forson were the riggers. The
whole operation took two hours.

The Christus Rex was a gift from Mr. & Mrs.
Daniel S. Harris, Sr. for the exterior of the then
new parish house. As the caption above states, it
was dedicated on Palm Sunday 1963. There is
also a bronze plaque in the parish house hallway
memorializing it. The Christus Rex was repainted
once during the past 50 years as the effects of time
and weather took their toll. It was later removed
and placed in the church basement due to the
extensive damage.

It was calculated that David Willis spent about 15
hours rebuilding the legs and feet, and David and
Jean Miller spent close to 64 hours repainting, for
a total of approximately 79 man/woman-hours of
work. It was a long process, but worth it, and St.
John’s appreciates their effort and talent!

During the Christmas Season of 2010, David
Miller found it in the basement and an
examination showed it to be in very bad shape
with the legs and feet rotted away and paint faded
and peeling and there were several cracks in the
torso. In late spring of 2011, Mr. Miller attempted
to obtain estimates for the cost of repair but
several woodworking shops said it would take too
much time and most would not work on it at all.
He finally asked David Willis to take a look at it,
and he offered to carve new feet and help with
other repairs. The task was started on July 28,
2011. The wood was stripped of paint and glue
was applied to all the joints. Six colors of signmaker’s paint was used and a final acrylic clearcoat was applied to all surfaces. During the
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Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
It seems every day of my life contains a learning experience whether I
am looking for one or not! For example, the other day Ruth (my
sweetie who lives in the Stone Garden) and I were walking along the
many byways in the Garden and I spied a very shiny, silvery-looking
disc. It was small enough for me to up-end it and we rolled it back to
my room where Ruth and I shined it up even more. It looked grand
indeed! There was a picture of a human on one side and a torch
surrounded by a couple of plants on the other. It was really cool!
When Fr. Steve came in Ruth wanted to ask him about it - what it
was and how it came to be in the Stone Garden. I asked her not to
because I knew we would be paving the way for a “sermonette” about
something or other! But she prevailed and asked him anyway.
Fr. Steve explained that it was a bit of human currency called a “dime.” It was worth 10 cents in
human accounting. Of course it had no currency value to me, it was just pretty and I liked it
sitting there in the corner. Fr. Steve continued saying that the children of the Sunday School
here at St. John’s had started a fund which would purchase mosquito nets for children in Africa
and that he thought my dime should be added to their coins, but he added that it was my choice
to do so or not. Isn’t that just like him! Now I have to wrestle with my conscience …do I keep
the coin for my decoration or give it away so a human child I don’t even know will not get
malaria? Decisions, decisions! Before I could even put an argument together, Ruth had rolled
out my coin and asked Fr. Steve to put it in the “bug” jar which was on the counter outside the
church office. I guess my decision was made. I know in my heart it was the right one, but
sometimes even right decisions are very hard to make. Fr. Steve seemed to know what I was
thinking as he dropped my dime into the jar. He said I should read Matthew 25 verse 40. Later
that night I did read it, and here is what it said:
“And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me.” (Matthew 25:40)
Maybe I was just being tested or maybe it was just another lesson I
needed to learn. Sharing has not always been my best thing, but I have
been blessed and I would not want Jesus to think I would deny even a
human being something as simple as a mosquito net which could save
their life. Easy come, easy go…..
Until next month….you know where the “bug” jar is!
Joel Churchmouse
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See St John’s Collection jars on the counter in the
Parish House – just outside church office.
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July 2012
SUNDAY

1

MONDAY

2

9 am H.E. Rite I
Fellowship Hour

TUESDAY

3

WEDNESDAY

4

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

8 pm NA
5-6 pm Yoga
Noon: H.E.&
Healing service

8

9

9 am H.E. Rite I
Fellowship Hour
ECW Meeting
(NO Vestry Mtg)

15

16

9 am H.E. Rite I
Fellowship Hour

22

23

9 am H.E. Rite I
Fellowship Hour

29
9 am H.E. Rite I
Fellowship Hour

30

10

11

8:30 am-12
IAC
5-6 pm Yoga

10:30-12
CIACC
12:30-YSC
Noon: H.E.&
Healing service
5-7 pm FSG

17

18

8 pm NA
5-6 pm Yoga

Noon: H.E.&
Healing service
5-7 pm FSG

24

25

8 pm NA
5-6 pm Yoga

10-3pm MHSC
Annual Mtg
(Senior Circle)
Noon: H.E.&
Healing service
5-7 pm FSG

11-7 pm
Cumberland/
Salem Area
services NA
mtg

26

27

31
8 pm NA
5-6 pm Yoga

Notes:
Sunday Services: 9 am Holy Eucharist Rite
Wednesday Service: Noon Eucharist and Healing Service in Church chancel
CIACC: Children’s Inter-Agency Council
YAC: Youth Services Commission
FSG: Family Support Group
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
NA: Narcotics Anonymous
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Summer Schedule
Sunday:
 9 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Church
Wednesday:
 Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church chancel.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Dated Material –
Please Deliver Promptly
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