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The Pastor’s Ponderings
Happy New Year and welcome to 2012! I am sure it will take me a
while to fall into the practice of writing 2012 on my correspondence, but
I am usually in gear by mid-month.
The new year is also a time when I resolve to change something in my life. Usually it has to
do with a habit I want to gain or lose. I try not to make too many changes but one or two is
usually manageable. One of my resolutions this year is to take more notice of the world
around me. That may seem strange, but often I become so engaged at the task at hand that I
fail to notice the gifts of nature, of friends, and of events that are a part of everyday life.
Resolution #2 is still under construction.
Along with the resolutions, the new year offers opportunities for new beginnings and I think
such opportunities are some of the best gifts that God offers. Old habits and outlooks are hard
to change, but change is not impossible. That is what repentance is all about. If you were
given the chance to do a “do-over” in some aspect of your life, what might that change be?
How would it impact those around you? The new year provides a wonderful opportunity to
begin again, to craft a new person, and a new outlook. Of course, it may take more than one
year to make all the changes we would like. The truth of the matter is that we are always
“under construction.” Maybe it is a good idea to keep an additional resolution as a work-inprogress.
Have an eventful 2012!
Prayerfully,

Fr. Steve

What if we took our lengthy lists of changes we want to make in the new year and narrowed
them down — way down? Rather than making a half dozen or more commitments that we’re
unlikely to keep, how about zeroing in on a single word that captures the essence of what we
want to achieve or become?
North Carolina pastor Mike Ashcraft encouraged church members to each find one word that
points to or describes a characteristic or vision they wanted to achieve in the year ahead. The
experiment turned into a movement, with ideas and testimonials available at myoneword.org.
What would your one-word resolution be?
(Taken from ‘The Newsletter Newsletter, January 2012)

From the Editor:

The Deadline for the February issue is January 23rd. There is a “shoebox” on the shelf outside the church
office in which you may place a note with any Bits and Pieces or full Articles you would like to see in The
Forerunner, and of course, you can email to rsmrycarroll@yahoo.com. Also, if you would like to change the
way you receive your Forerunner (e-mail, pick-up, or post office), please leave a message with the church
office. Your questions and comments are also welcome. /rc
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Reports of the various ministries and organizations
of the parish are to be submitted to the church
office not later than January 16, 2012.
Persons interested in standing for election for the
offices of Senior or Junior Warden, Vestry, or
representatives to Convocation or Convention, are
requested to inform the office by that same
January 16th deadline.

January 22, 2012
According to both the Bylaws of St. John’s,
Salem, and the Canons of the Episcopal Church,
Diocese of New Jersey, we are required to hold an
annual congregational meeting for the purpose of
electing officers, Vestry members, Convocational
and Convention representatives, to present the
annual budget, and to take up any other business
deemed necessary by the persons assembled. This
is also a time when reports are submitted to the
congregation, detailing the activites of both
temporal and spiritual natures that have occurred
in the past year.
The Annual Meeting will take place following a
SINGLE, 10 a.m. SERVICE on JANUARY
22ND, in the parish hall following a lunch. As of
this date it has not been determined whether the
luncheon will be pot-luck or catered, but ample
notice will be given through the Sunday Bulletins.
Persons to be elected include:
 Senior Warden and Junior Warden, each
for one year terms;
 three Vestry members elected to serve
three-year terms;
 one Vestry member to serve an unexpired
term;
 three deputies and three alternates are to be
elected as parish representatives to
Diocesan Convention,(which is scheduled
to take place March 2nd and 3rd, at the
Crown Plaza Hotel in Cherry Hill, NJ).
 Also, three delegates and alternates to be
elected as representatives to the Woodbury
Convocation. The Convocation meets
twice per year, once in the Spring and once
in the Fall.

This notice and subsequent notices in the Sunday
Bulletin over the next two weeks will quaify as
official notice of the date and time of the annual
congregational meeting. Any changes will be
conveyed to the parish by both bulletin
announcement and, if necessary, by letter.
The Rev. Steven E. Carroll,
Priest-in-Charge

PROGRESS NOTE ON THE ELECTION
OF NEW BISHOP
As you will recall, on December 11th, six
delegates from each congregation in our
Woodbury Convocation met at St. John’s to elect
one clergy person and one lay person to be part of
the Diocesan-wide search committee. The Rev’d
Edmund W. Zelley, from Holy Trinity Wenonah,
was unanimously elected as clergy delegate, and
Donna Freidel, from St. Thomas in Glassboro, was
elected on the second ballot for lay delegate.
These two will join two persons from each
Convocation in our Diocese to form the committee
which will carry on the process of presenting our
Diocese to potential candidates and screening
those candidates for presentation to the churches
in the Diocese prior to the election. It is expected
that in the coming months there will be a
questionnaire given to each congregation for
distribution to its members so that everyone will
have a voice in putting together a profile of the
next Bishop of Southern New Jersey.

Maybe there was a
creature stirring
after all….

Dear Friends at St. John’s and beyond:
I had the most wonderful Christmas! Santa brought me a fabulous collection of various
cheeses and all my friends at St. John’s left a huge store of cookie crumbs for my pantry!
Yes, my cupboard is full until at least Easter!
Now it is 2012 – and we have the whole year in front of us! At least that is what I (and Fr.
Steve) believe. Your good Fr. Steve and I had the most interesting conversation recently
after I heard someone on the radio say that the world as we know it was most certainly
going to end in the year 2012 and now that it is 2012, I was a bit worried to say the least.
Should I eat all my goodies in one day so at least I can enjoy them before the world ends?
Fr. Steve said people have been trying to predict the end time since the beginning of time
and since no one can do anything about it, least of all predict it, it is a waste of time to
stress over it. I asked him why he was so sure no one could predict it; after all weren’t
there signs in the world, wars and weather and such that we could point to as foretellers of
the end time? Fr. Steve sent me directly to my Bible (the mouse-sized one given me by
the late Mr. Al George, who, if you remember, also made my bedroom furniture). He
told me to read Matthew 24:36, which I will print here in case your Bible is not handy at
the moment:
36

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father.”

So I guess that says it all. We are free to plan our day, week,
month, and all of Year 2012! Fr. Steve added that if we live
our lives as God has directed us (I think he meant as in those
Top Ten Commandments) we would not have to worry about
which particular day we will meet Him face-to-face because
we would be ready no matter which day or year this world ended.
I’m going to run out to the stone garden now and share this news with my sweetie, Ruth,
and her family. Her dad was wondering if a new roof would be necessary in the coming
months since he had heard the world was ending soon too. I guess he will have to plan
for life instead of looking for a reason not to work. I hope you will plan for life too.
Your friend, Joel Churchmouse

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
23 July – 5 August 2012


Congratulations! to John Laning III (Joe
and Francine Peterson’s grandson and
Wendy and John Laning’s son) and
Jennifer LaTorre who became engaged to
be married. They have set the date for June
29, 2012.
 Welcome! To new members, Kevin and
Maxine Hengeli. Introduce yourself to
them at coffee hour and get to know a
lovely couple.
 Did you see Jennifer Robinson’s picture in
the newspaper on December 3rd? She was
selected as Memorial Hospital of Salem’s
2011 Non-Clinical Manager of the Year
for her work with Senior Circle and with
Healthy Woman programs.
 Gail Boyd was also seen in the Dec. 3rd
Sunbeam when she served as a docent in
the dining room of the home of her niece
for the “35th Annual Woodstown by
Candlelight Tour.” You can see her here:
http://photos.nj.com/4643/gallery/the_35th
_annual_woodstown_by_candlelight_tour/i
ndex.html There are 21 photos of what
looks to have been a wonderful evening!
 Margaret Heller (who is on Fr. Steve’s
Home-Visit list) was recognized by the
City of Salem as an outstanding member of
the community for her work in the
apartment complex where she resides. In
years past she managed the complex.
 Jack Drummond (also on Fr. Steve’s Home
Visit list) was elected to the National
Judges Association Hall of Fame for 40
years of judging high school marching
bands in national competition. WOW!
 Ryan C. Bailey was elected Worshipful
Master of the Elmer Lodge Number 160 of
the Free and Accepted Masons for 2012.
Congrats Ryan!
 THANK YOU!!! To Margaret Ferguson
and Celeste Willis from Santa and St.
John’s for the wonderful decoration of
Santa’s Corner in the Parish Hall just in
time for Santa’s Visit!

Hosted by the Right Reverend George Councell
Deadline for reservations: 15 January 2012

Join Bishop Councell and others in the Diocese of
New Jersey to a pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
Bethlehem, Nazareth, and Gethsemane. We'll walk
the Via Dolorosa — the Way of the Cross — and
visit Emmaus. Throughout our time, we'll hear
expert speakers and take part in a Eucharist in the
ruins of a Byzantine church at Emmaus.
The leaders of the pilgrimage will be
• the Revd Canon John Peterson, who was dean of
St George's College in Jerusalem for many years,
as well as secretary general of the Anglican
Communion, and
• Canon Iyad Qumri, a Palestinian Christian,
certified guide, and experienced and gifted
teacher. A member of the Cathedral of St. George
the Martyr, he is an honorary canon of the Diocese
of Los Angeles.
The cost per person is $2524 for double
occupancy; single occupancy $385 extra. Air fare
nonstop from Newark to Tel Aviv on El Al is
$1795 round trip.
Download a PDF brochure for a detailed itinerary
and trip information and a PDF registration form
is available for download here.
http://newjersey.anglican.org/
Deadline for reservations: 15 January 2012, with a
non-refundable deposit of $400.
(NOTE: This was copied from the Diocese’s web site. If
you want more information and do not have computer
access, please let Rosie Carroll know and she will print out
the above mentioned brochures/registrations for you.)

MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES
As I write this article, I am bathed in the
afterglow of a wonderful Service of Lessons &
Carols (December 18), and in the excitement of
anticipation for Christmas Eve. By the time you
read this, the Christmas music will be a faint and
beautiful memory. In my euphoric state, I have a
few very exciting thoughts and announcements to
share with the entire community of faith that is St.
John’s Church.
We have recently revived a children’s
choir at St. John’s. Six enthusiastic young singers
rehearsed lots of challenging music to prepare for
the 5:00 PM Christmas Eve liturgy. I anticipate
they will do a commendable job in that service.
They certainly sound good in rehearsal. When we
began this venture, we did so not intending it to be
a “one-shot” event. I anticipate continuing our
Junior Choristers program through Easter and
perhaps beyond. There is even a Diocesan
Choristers’ Camp in the summer in Cape May.
Perhaps some of our choristers will be able to
participate this coming summer. We’ll even
consider the possibility of associating our Junior
Choristers with the RSCM (Royal School of
Church Music) in America Choir Training
Scheme.
We recently received a very generous gift
to Organ Enhancement Fund from an unexpected
donor, who stated simply that she thought “a
workman ought to have reliable tools.” I was
overwhelmed. This gift, when combined with the
previous donations over the past several months,
will permit us to complete the replacement of the
second damaged computer circuit board in the
console (the first having been replaced in June)
and to replace the irreparable Pedal Offset Wind
Reservoir. This is obviously good news, and I
have contacted our Organ Technician to schedule
these repairs in January if at all possible. But I
would encourage you to continue to use the pledge
envelopes designated for this fund. Father Steve
has reminded me: “Lightning has been known to
strike the same place twice.”
I have been in touch with a friend of
several of our choir members, Michael Trotta, a
graduate (Bachelor & Master) of Rowan
University, a Choral Director at Oklahoma State

University, and a composer of some considerable
talent. I have made inquiry of him about the
possibility of commissioning a Magnificat & Nunc
Dimittis for St. John’s Choir to sing at Evensong
in the future. He is interested in pursuing a
collaboration in this regard, but it is not definite,
yet. If you are interested learning more about this
endeavor, I will be happy to share with you what
is involved. Just give me a call or send an e-mail
(see below).
As I bask in the exhilaration of this past
Advent and Christmas Eve, I am excited about the
remainder of the 2011-2012 choir and hand bell
season. There are some very special events
coming up this Spring: music for brass quartet and
choir at Easter, “high mass”, complete with a
Missa Brevis by Mozart accompanied by strings in
June, and a special 290 th Anniversary St. John’s
Day, literally on St. john’s Day, Sunday, June 24,
2012. Music schedules for the entire season are
available on the counter outside the main office
and in the narthex for those who may be
interested—or you can read all about it at the St.
John’s web-site. www.stjohnssalemnj.org
Lastly, if you have not sung in the St.
John’s Choir in recent years, or played hand bells
in the Salem Ringers, but are interested in the
challenges and satisfactions of participating,
please contact Minister of Music, Bill Clisham to
discuss details, voice placement, bell position
assignments, music folders, vestment, etc. He can
be contacted on his cell phone (908-472-7597) or
by e-mail wfclish@aol.com
In service to Christ and His church,

Bill Clisham
Minister of Music
(cell) 908-472-7597
(e-mail) wfclish@aol.com

2012 Offering Envelopes And Calendars
The 2012 offering envelopes are now available on
the counter outside the church office. If you would
like a box, but do not see your name on one there,
please telephone the church office and Marj will
have one for you by the next Sunday. There are
also a few liturgical calendars on the counter near
the envelopes. These are few but free. There are
also non-liturgical pocket-calendars available for
free also.

PICTURE DIRECTORIES
Some folks have already picked up their picture
directory, but if you have not it is on the counter
outside the church office. Those families who had
their picture taken have a directory with their
name on it. These are alphabetically arranged in
the box. When you pick yours up, please cross
your name out on the list affixed to the clip board
near the box. If you did not have your picture
taken, there are a number of extra directories
which are available to parishioners on request.

CALENDAR CHANGES TO NOTE
January 22nd –
 ONE SERVICE at 10 am followed by
lunch and Annual Meeting
January 29th –
 PIE Sunday rescheduled from the 22nd

The Rotary Club’s
FOUR WAY TEST
The test, which has been translated into
more than 100 languages, asks the
following questions:
Of the things we think, say or do
1.
Is it the TRUTH?
2.
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3.
Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4.
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?

01/02
01/14
01/16
01/16
01/23
01/26
01/26
01/27
01/31
01/31

01/06/1979

Tammy Peterson
Eileen Miller
Joseph Peterson, Jr.
Mary Beth Chard
Joseph Peterson, Sr.
Charles Miller IV
Diane Wohlrab
Mary Miller
Celeste Willis
Rosie Carroll

John Jr. and Wendy Laning

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Quilters NOT
meeting

9-2 pm YAC
Noon HE & Healing
12-2 pm CIACC
5-7 pm FSG
8 pm AA

New Year’s Day
8am H.E. Chapel-Rt I
9:15-10:15 Church
School &Adult Forum
10:30 am HE-Rt II

8 pm NA

Epiphany

Birthday Cake Sun.

8

9

The Baptism of our Lord
8am H.E. Chapel-Rt I
9:15-10:15 Church
School &Adult Forum
10:30 am HE-Rt II
ECW Sandwich Sun.
12:30 Vestry Mtg

10

11

9 – noon Quilters

Noon HE & Healing
5-7 pm FSG

8 pm NA

16

17

18

8am H.E. Chapel-Rt I
9:15-10:15 Church
School &Adult Forum
10:30 am HE-Rt II

Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day

9 – noon Quilters
6:45-8 pm Salem
Ringers

Noon HE & Healing
5-7 pm FSG

14
Fr. Steve & Mr.
Clisham to a
clergy/musician
conference in PA
all day.

19

20

21
Quilt display setup in Parish Hall

8 pm AA

8 pm NA

Donut Sunday

23

Lunch
ANNUAL MEETING

24

25

9 – noon Quilters

Noon HE & Healing
5-7 pm FSG

6:45-8 pm Salem
Ringers

8 pm AA

8 pm NA

29

13

8 pm AA

15

22
10 am HE-Rite II

12

30

31

8am H.E. Chapel-Rt I
9:15-10:15 Church
School &Adult Forum
10:30 am HE-Rt II

9 – noon Quilters

Pie Sunday

8 pm NA

6:45-8 pm Salem
Ringers

Noon HE & Healing
5-7 pm FSG
8 pm AA

26

27

28

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Schedule
Sunday:
 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. Sunday School
and Adult Forum in Parish House
 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church
Sunday – January 22nd Only ONE service
at 10 am followed by annual mtg.
Wednesday:
 Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel
a
s
s
)
.


St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079
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Dated Material – Please Deliver Promptly
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