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The Pastor’s Ponderings
The Collect for Advent I begins: “Almighty God, give us grace to cast
away the works of darkness and to put on the armor of light…”.
I suppose that the holidays are the time of year when we are most in need
of grace, both in movement and in the kind that shields us from “the
works of darkness.” This is the time of year when we are inundated by requests for help, for
time and for donations. We are told that we are running out time to make a difference.
Advent tells us that we need to slow down and to reflect. On the one hand, Advent points us
toward the future. We are to prepare for the coming of the King of Glory. We are not given
an exact time but we are urged to be alert and awake. On the other hand, we are also called to
celebrate what has already occurred and to embrace the Gift already given, the Messiah, the
Christ, whose birth we will celebrate in a few weeks. In the midst of all the seasonal
preparation, Advent cautions us not to miss the season’s central theme, that God came and
dwelt among us and that God remains with us still, even in the activity of what we call “the
holidays. From the beginning of the chaos that is Black Friday, and the other shopping days
before Christmas, we are challenged to take the time to accept the grace that changes lives as
well as the grace and patience to navigate the crowds at the mall. Perhaps the idea of armor is
an apt one after all.
Oh, by the way, there is also the coming of the King of Glory, when Jesus promises to restore
all things to himself. All we have to do is be prepared…hmmm, I wonder where I can find a
quiet corner.
Prayerfully,

Fr. Steve

The three trees
According to legend, three trees grew near Jesus’ manger: an olive tree,
a palm tree and the fir. The olive offered its fruit to the newborn king,
and the palm tree gave its dates.
The poor fir, having nothing to give but worship, raised its boughs in
adoration, and the angels hung stars on its branches. So the fir became
the first Christmas tree.
(From: The Newsletter Newsletter/Dec.2010)

From the Editor:
The Deadline for the January issue is December 23rd. There is a “shoebox” on the shelf outside the church
office in which you may place a note with any Bits and Pieces or full Articles you would like to see in The
Forerunner, and of course, you can email to rsmrycarroll@yahoo.com. Your questions and comments are
also welcome. /rc
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ALTAR FLOWERS
ABOUT OUR NEWSLETTER
By Rosie Carroll

Over the past six months The Forerunner has
undergone several changes; a new format, new
columns, a new editor, and a new method of
distribution. Each month the Forerunner is
electronically delivered to 75 E-mail addresses,
and an additional 30 copies are sent through the
U. S. Post Office utilizing First Class Postage (as
opposed to Bulk Rate which requires 200 copies).
Twelve copies are also available for pick up from
either the parish house hall table, the chapel piano,
or from the table in the narthex of the church.
Beginning with this issue, the Forerunner can also
be viewed on St. John’s web site thanks to the
efforts of Nate Gable! Thanks Nate!!! Check it
out at: http://www.stjohnssalemnj.org/index.html

Near of the end of October
of this year, Butler Gardens,
the florist who had been
filling our orders for altar
flowers, closed their doors.
We are now dealing with
Walton Flowers in Pennsville. The prices remain
the same and the quality is excellent. Walton’s
will accommodate your request for a particular
type of flower if possible. DeeAnn Harris remains
our coordinator so give her a call, or leave a
message with the church office, if there is an
occasion or special date you would like to
commemorate with a donation of flowers for St.
John’s altar or chancel. Also, note that the form
for donations to the Christmas Decoration Fund is
the last page of this newsletter and that the
deadline for donations is December 15th.

Read it all online, print it all out, or print just the
Calendar for your refrigerator. The choices are
yours.
If you know of someone who would like to
receive our newsletter and currently does not,
please drop their name and address (either E-mail
address or street address) in the Forerunner
Shoebox which is on the shelf outside the church
office. Also, if you would like to change the
method of delivery you currently utilize, a note in
the box will accomplish this also. If you are
unable to leave a note please telephone the church
office and leave a message there.
As always, your input helps make the newsletter
more “newsy.” If something wonderful is
happening to you or yours, a graduation, a new
baby, a new car, a contest prize, whatever you
would like to share – you guessed it – a note in the
shoebox on the shelf outside the church office will
find its way to the “Bits and Pieces” column and
117 addresses will know about it upon publication
of OUR Forerunner!

Salem Area Ministerium’s

ADVENT SERVICE SCHEDULE
6 pm – Soup and Bread Supper
7 pm – Worship Service
November 30:
Walnut Street Bible Church
Rev. Awood Jones, Speaker
December 7:
Haven United Methodist Church
Rev. Dr. Lois O. Miltimore, Speaker
December 14:
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Rev. Andy Schottelhorb, Speaker
December 21:
Broadway United Methodist Church
Rev. Emerson Woodward, Speaker
“Healing Service”

Dear Friends at St. John’s and Beyond:
It is December! It is Advent II! It is very close now to Santa Time!!! Can you feel the
excitement? Or have you not been very good this year? This Advent time, according to
your good Fr. Steve, is a time of preparation and reflection, and so I have been preparing
and reflecting on this year nearly gone by. Was I good enough for Santa to bring me
some really good stuff? Or will he just pass me by? Or worse yet, leave me a chunk of coal
in my stocking? I have prepared my room and made space for lots of presents but Fr.
Steve said that was not the kind of preparation he was referring to. I knew a “sermonette”
was on the way by the way Fr. Steve leaned back in his chair and looked me in the eye. I
decided to listen to what he had to say…he had me cornered and it seemed like the best
option at the time.
Anyway, he said that God is not like Santa. The gift he gave us did not depend on our
being “good” and he would not withhold it if we were “bad” during any given time
period. We can use this Advent time to examine our lives and ask forgiveness for stuff we
did during the year that we regret. Fr. Steve also said God’s gift does not require any space
in our rooms but requires our whole heart. God’s gift is Jesus - his life and death gives us
eternal life if we believe and follow those top Ten Commandments we learned about in
Sunday School.
Okay, I get it now…and I know it is better to give than to
receive; and I know that we are to help those in need not
just at Christmastime but all year around; and I know that
God loves a cheerful giver, but can I still hope Santa will
bring ME some really good stuff too?
Anticipatorily, I remain your friend,
Joel Churchmouse

ECW
















Did you see the PSE&G calendar for 2012?
Check out February – Aiden Willis’s drawing
won the page, reminding us it is all about
teamwork!
Diane Wohlrab is recovering nicely from her
knee replacement surgery. It went sooo much
better than the first one.
Our quilters have outdone themselves! They
have already surpassed the number of quilts
completed at this time last year. The quilts will
be displayed in the parish hall at our Annual
Meeting before they take the trip to the
Camden, NJ, Ronald McDonald House.
St. John’s Blood Drive for the American Red
Cross, on Nov. 21st, went very well. With the
addition of a few donors brought by the Red
Cross Volunteers, 27 units were collected that
day. Ya All Done REAL Good!
Warren Bye’s cataract surgery went really well
and he is now back at work until he has the
other eye done later this month.
Rosie Carroll’s submission of a Garden
Stake/Welcome sign came in second in The
Terra Sancta Guild’s recent design contest for
new items on which to place the Episcopal
Shield. First place went to a Journal; 3rd place
was a Dishtowel; 4th place was a Celtic Cross;
and 5th place was a Graduation Picture Frame.
She sends thanks to all who voted!
Doesn’t our parish hall look festiveThanks
go to David and Celeste Willis for their
efforts. Santa will be soooo pleased!
Joel (our churchmouse) mentioned he spied
David and Jean Miller switching out the
candles and cleaning the brass followers on all
the church candle holders. What a Herculean
effort that must have been! Thank You Both!
Joel said he would pass the news of the good
deed on to Santa.
Speaking of Joel….stop by Fr. Steve’s office
and see the new and very flattering “statue” of
Joel which is in his room at #1 Credenza Lane.
It arrived thanks to Bill Pankonien, and to the
delight of Rosie Carroll.

The October meeting of St. John’s ECW held an
election of officers for the positions of VicePresident and Treasurer. Diane Wohlrab was
elected Vice-President and Sue Harker was elected
Treasurer.
It was decided that the ECW would sell lunch
during the Salem Home Tour on December 3rd
consisting of sandwiches (hot dogs and meatball
sandwiches) and soup. There will also be a table
of ornaments for sale during the luncheon as a
fundraiser for the ECW.
The luncheon provided following the funeral of
Mr. Robert Grant was very successful, and thanks
go to everyone for the dishes provided and for the
help in set up and clean up.
________________________________________

BISHOP SELECTION PROCESS
The next step in the 18-24 month process for the
selection of our next Bishop will take place here at
St. John’s on December 11th at 3 pm, when the six
delegates selected from each congregation in our
convocation, and the clergy of those
congregations, will meet to select one lay
representative and one clergy representative.
These two people will represent the Woodbury
Convocation and along with the two
representatives from the other convocations in our
diocese will form the Bishop Search Committee
and go on to the next step in the process.

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE!
At a “regular” Sunday service, St. John’s lights six
candles for the 10:30 am Eucharist. For Christmas,
Easter, and other “special” days, that number
jumps to 119! There are the “usual” 6, plus 18 in
the wall sconces, 5 in the Advent
Wreath, and 90 in the pew
candelabras…and yes, that all
equals 119. Time required to light
all those candles in an orderly
manner can be up to one hour…or
more if there are candles on the windowsills too!

“IN BETHLEHEM INN”

Our prayers are with the family of
Robert H. Grant
July 29, 1919 - November 14, 2011
A Memorial Service was held on
Saturday, November 19th at St. John’s
and interment was in St. John’s Cemetery.
May his soul and the souls of all the
departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES
BREAKFAST
Mark the date –
December 10th – 9 to 11
a.m. at First Presbyterian Church of Salem – The
Women’s Ministries of Salem will be serving a
wonderful breakfast preceding the program. The
topic is: “A Shepherd, A Lamb, and Ewe.” Child
care will be provided, so join us for good food,
warm fellowship and thoughtful teaching! There
is no charge or ticket required.

SALEM COUNTY MEN FOR CHRIST
A Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be held at
Pennsville Church of the Nazarene on December
17th, at 8 am. The cost is $8 per person. The
speaker will be Pastor Brian Corkum from Salem
First Assembly of God. They are accepting
donations for the Salem County Food Bank and
the items needed are hams and canned goods.
RSVP Larry Rebyak 856-491-5402 or Ray
Smallwood at 302-250-6347.

The First Baptist Church of Salem and the Walnut
Street Bible Church proudly present “In
Bethlehem Inn”, an interactive dinner theater
experience. Tickets are $5 per person which
includes dinner, dessert and the show. Dates are
Saturday, December 3rd at 4 pm and Sunday,
December 4th at 5 pm, both at the First Baptist
Church of Salem, 130 West Broadway in Salem.
________________________________________

NEWS FROM THE OFFICE ON AGING
The Salem County Office on Aging wants
Medicare recipients with limited income and
assets to know about money saving programs
which are available through the Medicare
Improvements for patients and Providers Act
(MIPPA) called “Extra Help and Medicare
Savings Programs”. An “Extra Help” application
is easy to complete over the phone or by
appointment. Call 856-339-8622 or 856-4511207, ext. 8622. Other services available through
this office include:
 Adult Medical Day Care
 Adult Protective Services
 Congregate Meals
 Global Options (GO)
 Home Delivered Meals
 Housekeeping
 Information and Referral
 In-Home Services
 Legal Services
 Jersey Assistance for Community
Caregiving (JACC)
 Notary
 Physical Fitness
 Residential Maintenance
 Transportation
The Salem County Office on Aging is located at
98 Market Street in Salem; phone 856-339-8622
or 856-451-1207, ext 8622; hours are MondayFriday 7 am to 4:30 pm.

December Dates To Note:
December 3rd:
The Yuletide Tour of Historic Salem from 1 to 6 pm, will include St. John’s. The
Salem Ringers will play from 1 to 3 pm in the Church. The Tour will include Historic
Homes, Churches, Museums, and Characters from the past. As a fundraiser, St. John’s
ECW will be selling lunch (hot dogs, meatball sandwiches and soup) following the
tour, and will have a table of holiday ornaments for sale also.
December 4th - Advent II:
The Salem Ringers will play the prelude for the 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
December 9th – Evening Tea and Scones:
Join us for an evening of fellowship and a Women’s Scottish Christmas Tea. Try
different types of teas and homemade scones on Friday, December 6 th from 6 to 8 pm,
in the parish hall. There is no charge or reservation needed, but if you have a favorite
china tea cup please bring it. There may also be a bagpipe serenade!
December 16th – Christian Youth Dance:
Young people from 10 to 15 are invited to a Christian Youth Dance on Friday,
December 16th, in St. John’s Parish Hall. There will be lots of fun and a DJ. There is
no cost and no reservation needed.
December 17th – Greening of the Church
Note the date change from Sunday the 18th – All hands are needed on Saturday, Dec
17th, at 9 am to decorate the church with greenery and flowers for Christmas.
December 18th – Advent IV:
The Choir will lead a service of Lessons and Carols in place of the 10:30 a.m.
Eucharist. (Note: The 8 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I will remain unchanged.) The 10:30
service will be based on the traditional format developed at King’s College,
Cambridge, England. The choir will sing music by Boris Ord, Michael Praetorius,
Sergei Rachmaninoff, William Dawson, and Ralph Vaughan Williams There will be a
number of congregational Christmas Hymns and Carols throughout the service.
December 24th – Christmas Eve:
5 pm: Family Eucharist and Pageant. It is also rumored that Santa Claus will be
waiting in the parish hall with goodies for all the children.
10 pm: The Choir and Handbells will present a gala offering of Christmas Music prior
to the 10:30 pm Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist. The Choir’s offerings will include
Franz Schubert’s Magnificant in C with strings, oboes and organ. Other music for the
pre-service offering and during the Festival Eucharist will include music by Sergei
Rachmaninoff, Johann Sebastian Bach, Janet Fishell, Carl Schalk and Harold Drake.
There will also be numerous Christmas Hymns & Carols for congregational
participation.
10:30 pm: Festival Eucharist (Midnight Mass).
December 25th – Christmas Day: 10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Note time is
10:30 a.m. and not 10 am as previously announced.

DECEMBER 2011
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3
Salem Home Tour –
Church open 1-6 pm
and handbell choir play
1-3 pm –ECW Lunch

Advent Clergy
Day 9-1pmCathedral
3-8 MHSC

4

5

ADVENT II
8am H.E. Chapel-Rt I
9:15-10:15 Church
School &Adult Forum
10:30 am HE-Rt II
(Handbells play
prelude)

6

7

9 am- Noon-Quilters
8 pm N.A.
6:45-8 pm Salem
Ringers

PEARL HARBOR DAY
Noon H.E. & HealingChapel
5-7 pm Fam.Support Org.
8 pm A.A.
Salem Ministerium
Advent Service 6pm
Supper, 7 pm service
Haven United Methodist
Church

Birthday Cake Sun.

8

9

10

Women’s
Scottish
Christmas Tea
6-8 pm, Parish
Hall

9-11am Women’s
Ministries Bkfst at 1st
Presby.Church

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

ADVENT III
8am H.E. Chapel-Rt I
9:15-10:15 Church
School &Adult Forum
10:30 am HE-Rt II
ECW Sandwich Sun.
12:30 Vestry Mtg
3pm Convocation Mtg

9:30- noon
Shawosa
Garden Club

9 am- Noon-Quilters
8 pm N.A.
6:45-8 pm Salem
Ringers
DYFS Christmas
Party

Noon H.E. & HealingChapel
5-7 pm Fam.Support Org.
8 pm A.A.
Salem Ministerium
Advent Service 6pm
Supper, 7 pm service
Mt. Zion Baptist Church

DYFS
Christmas
Party

Youth Dance –
6-8 pm Parish
Hall

Men’s Breakfast at
Pennsville Church of
the Nazarene 8 am

18

19

20

21

22

9 am- Noon-Quilters
8 pm N.A.
6:45-8 pm Salem
Ringers

Noon H.E. & HealingChapel
5-7 pm Fam.Support Org.
8 pm A.A.
Salem Ministerium
Advent Service 6pm
Supper, 7 pm service
Broadway United
Methodist church

26

27

28

CHRISTMAS
DAY
(observed)

9 am- Noon-Quilters
8 pm N.A.
6:45-8 pm Salem
Ringers

Noon H.E. & HealingChapel
5-7 pm Fam.Support Org.
8 pm A.A.

ST JOHN THE
EVANVELIST

HOLY INNOCENTS

ADVENT IV
8am H.E. Chapel-Rt I
9:15-10:15 Church
School &Adult Forum
10:30 a.m. LESSONS
AND CAROLS
Donut Sunday

25
CHRISTMAS DAY
10 a.m. H. E. Rite II

ST STEPHEN

9 am Greening of the
Church

23

24
CHRISTMAS EVE
5 pm Family Eucharist
and Pageant
10 pm Choral Offering
10:30 pm Festival
Eucharist (midnight
mass)

29

30

31
NEW YEAR’S EVE

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Schedule
Sunday:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
in the Chapel
9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. Sunday School and Adult
Forum in Parish House
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Church
Wednesday:
Noon Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
in the Chapel
Dec 24th –
5 pm Family Eucharist and Pageant;
10 pm Choral offering;
10:30 pm Festival Eucharist
(Midnight Mass).
Dec 25th – 10 am Holy Eucharist
a
s
s
)
.
St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Dated Material – Please Deliver Promptly
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