St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
856-935-1798
Established 1722

The Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost
November 12, 2017
Order of Service
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Liturgy of the Word with Communion from the Reserve Sacrament
(Rite I)
8:00 a.m.
The Word of God

Opening Acclamation
BCP-323
Collect for Purity
BCP-323
Lord, have mercy upon us.
BCP-324
Gloria
BCP-324
The Collect
O God, whose blessed Son was manifested that he might destroy the works of the
devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant us, we beseech
thee, that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that,
when he shall appear again with power and great glory, we may be made like
unto him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where with thee, O Father, and
thee, O Holy Ghost, he liveth and reigneth ever, one God, world without end.
Amen.
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
Attendite, popule
BCP-694
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
The Gospel (please stand) Matthew 25:1-13
Sermon

The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer

The Nicene Creed

BCP-326

The Prayers of the People

BCP-328

Confession and Absolution
The Peace
THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord’s Prayer

BCP-330
BCP-332
BCP-336

All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion.
Post Communion Prayer

BCP-339

The Blessing and Dismissal

BCP-339
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Liturgy of the Word with Communion from the Reserve Sacrament
(Rite II)
10:30 a.m.
The Word of God
Organ Prelude

Prelude & Pastorale on “Wachet auf”

Wayne Wold

Processional Hymn “Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor”

H-596

Komm, o komm

Opening Acclamation

BCP-355

Collect for Purity

BCP-355

Gloria

Robert Powell

S-280

The Collect
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works
of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that,
having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes
again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders,
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves
before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived
beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham
from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his
offspring many.
“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness;
put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and
serve the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as
for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to
serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up
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from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs
in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the
peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out before us all the
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the
LORD, for he is our God.”
But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God.
He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you
forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and
consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No,
we will serve the LORD!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses
against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said,
“We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among
you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” The people said to
Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua
made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for
them at Shechem.
Psalm 78:1-7
Attendite, popule
BCP-694
(Anglican Chant sung by the Choir)
Gerre Hancock
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.
4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD,
*
and the wonderful works he has done.
5 He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;
6 That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
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7 So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God,
but keep his commandments;
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no
means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one
another with these words.
Gradual Hymn

“Jerusalem, My Happy Home” (v. 1-3)

H-620

Land of Rest

The Gospel (please stand Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here
is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up
and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil,
for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I
tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour.”
Sermon
The Nicene Creed
The Prayers of the People (Form III)
Confession and Absolution
The Peace
Announcements
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The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
BCP-326
BCP-387
BCP-360
BCP-360

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
Anthem

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

André Thomas

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh.
Children, don’t get weary ‘til your work is done.
Christian, journey soon be over, the time is drawing nigh.
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh.

Presentation Hymn
(TUNE) OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

BCP-364

All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion.
Communion Chorale

Sleepers, Wake!

Johann Sebastian Bach

Sleepers, wake! A voice astounds us, the shout of rampart guards surrounds us;
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
Midnight’s peace their cry has broken, their urgent summons clearly spoken:
“ The time has come, O maidens wise!
Rise up and give us light; the bridegroom is in sight. Alleluia!
Your lamps prepare and hasten there, that you the wedding feast may share.”

Post Communion Prayer
BCP-365
Prayer for the Election of a Rector
BCP-818
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so
guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may
receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our
ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing

BCP-366

Hymn at the Retiring Procession
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
The Dismissal
Organ Postlude

Truro

H-436
BCP-366

Preludium, Fuga & Ciacona in C Minor, BuxWV 137
Dietrich Buxtehude
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It has long been the custom at St. John’s Church for the congregation to be seated and
listen to the Organ Postlude. Please do not feel compelled to do so; but if you prefer to
leave immediately after the candles are extinguished, please depart quietly so those who
wish to do so may listen prayerfully to the Postlude.
The flowers at the Altar are given anonymously to the Glory of God and in
thanksgiving for members of the various branches of the United States Military
who gave of themselves so we can worship freely. God bless America and those
who protect us all.
Today’s flowers at the Chancel steps are given by Nancy Schultz Kimball and
Gwyneth Schultz Saunders to the Glory of God and in loving memory of their
parents, Rev. Cannon Fred B. Schultz and Marion Schultz.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MUSIC IN TODAY’S LITURGY: Today is the Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost.
As is always the case, all the music selected for use in the liturgy is intended to
complement and reflect the themes of the lessons and prayers appointed for the day.
This includes the hymns and all music either sung or played. The Choir will chant the
appointed Psalm 78:1-7 in a setting by Gerre Hancock (1934-2012), long-time
Organist/Choir Master at St. Thomas Church, New York. The Choir’s Offering
Anthem, Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning, is a spiritual based on today’s
Gospel lesson, arranged by André Thomas (b. 1952) Professor of Music at Florida State
University. The Communion Chorale is also based on the Gospel lesson, arranged
and harmonized by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). The Organ Preludes are
based on the Communion Chorale melody, settings by Wayne Wold (b. 1954), teacher
and organist at Hood College, Frederick MD. The Organ Postlude is a multi-movement
free organ piece full of stunning bravura passages by Dietrich Buxtehude (1639-1707).
CANDLELIGHT EVENSONG & ANNIVERSARY ORGAN RECITAL
Next Sunday, November 19, at 4:00 PM. With special guest organist, Jack Burnam,
Organist/Music Director at Immanuel Church on the Green, New Castle, DE.
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New Choir singers, high school age and older, are always welcome. The Choir is
currently in special need of additional volunteer sopranos who read music! There is no
required audition, but a get-acquainted meeting with the Minister of Music is necessary.
We give free tune-ups.
St. John’s Handbell Ringers rehearses on Wednesday evenings at 6:45 PM in the main
church. We are currently in URGENT need of three additional ringers who read music!
Musicians Interested in participating in either of these music groups should contact
Bill Clisham at your earliest convenience, either at the organ console following the
Postlude, or by e-mail: wfclish@aol.com.
Food Pantry: The Food Pantry distribution day is now only on Tuesday from noon to
2:00 p.m. This decision was made after some careful research which noted that there are
a number of other pantry sites within Salem City which cover all the days of the week
with the exception of Tuesday. There are copies of the distribution sites on the hall
counter in the Parish House. Please note that we continue to need volunteers and
contributions. We served 46 people this week. Nov volunteers are: 11/7 Laurie, 11/14
Aud, 11/21 Laurie, 11/28 Bonnie and Rick.

NOTE: Saturday, November, 18, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. Music Around the County
presents PICS AND PIPES, The Battling Butler, a silent movie starring Buster Keaton;
and featuring the renowned theater organist, Wayne Zimmerman at the Alloway Baptist
Church, 41 West Main Street, Alloway, NJ.
MEALS ON WHEELS – is seeking volunteer drivers to cover their delivery routes.
They deliver about 40,000 hot, nutritious meals annually to homebound elderly and
disabled resident of Salem County. It is a small commitment of time, yet it can be one of
the most rewarding volunteer experiences you will ever encounter. Just 2 hours every 4
weeks delivers much more than a meal. To learn more about this opportunity, please
contact Teresa Christoff, 856-935-3663 or tchristoff@scmealsonwheels.org .
SALEM AMERICAN LEGION BAND – CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Tuesday,
November 28, 2017, 7:00 p.m. at Salem Community College, Carney’s Point, NJ.
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Oct 15
13
34

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Nov 5
Counters
11/12

Attendance
Oct 22
21
35

Pledge $ 903.49

Oct 29
19
32

Nov 5
24
42

Loose Offering $ 57.50

TBD

We appreciate the Participants in Today’s Services:
8:00 a.m.
Presiding & Preaching
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
Lector/Prayers of the People
Jim Davis
10:30 a.m.
Presiding & Preaching
Celebrants
Chalicist
Lector/Prayers of the People
Acolyte Guild
Ushers

The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
The People of St. John’s
Courtenay Reece
Gail Boyd
David Miller

9

This Week’s Parish Calendar
Sun, 11/12 The Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost
8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Word with Communion from the Reserve Sacrament
(Rite I) in the Chapel with Deacon Sally;
10:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Word with Communion from the Reserve Sacrament
(Rite II) in the Church with Deacon Sally;
12:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hour ECW Sandwich Sunday;
Operation Christmas Child Collection Day;
Vestry Monthly Meeting.
Mon, 11/13

5-6 p.m. Yoga.

Tue, 11/14

9:00 a.m. Quilters;
7:00 NA.
Noon Day Prayer;
6:45 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal;
8:00 p.m. AA.
5:00-6:00 p.m. Yoga.
Diocesan-Wide Confirmation at Trinity Cathedral;
7:00 p.m. MAC Pics and Pipes, Alloway Baptist Church.

Wed, 11/15

Thu, 11/16
Sat, 11/18

Sun, 9/19

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

The Twenty-fourth Sunday After Pentecost

Holy Eucharist, Rite I, in the Chapel
with Father D. Scott Russell;
Choir Rehearsal;
Holy Choral Eucharist, Rite II, in the Church
with Father D. Scott Russell;
Fellowship Hour.
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Prayers
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Church Directory
Ordained Ministry
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer

Cell (856) 297-2385

Ron Magill - Senior Warden
David Miller - Junior Warden
Ann Neff - Clerk
Mary Anne Clisham – Recording Secretary
Ann Neff - Treasurer
Committees
Liturgy and Worship
Ron Wohlrab, Chair
Buildings and Grounds
David Miller, Chair
Finance Chair
Adult Education
Eileen Miller, Chair
Youth Education Chair
Outreach
Rev. Sally Maurer, Chair
ECW President
Diane Wohlrab

(856)935-5398
(609)202-7197
(856) 358-9610
(908)472-7596
(856) 358-9610

(856) 935-0098
(609) 202-7197
(609) 202-7220
(856) 769-1409
(856) 935-0098

Parish Staff
Warren Bye – Parish Sexton
(856) 935-1798
William F. Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music
(908) 472-7597
Marjorie Warren – Parish Secretary
(856) 935-1798
Eileen Miller, Forerunner Editor
(609)202-7220
Email: ecmiller114@gmail.com

12

