St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
856-935-1798
Established 1722

Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist
June 25, 2017
Order of Service
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Deacon’s Customary: Holy Eucharist – Rite I
8:00 a.m.
The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

BCP-323

Collect for Purity

BCP-323

Lord, have mercy upon us.

BCP-324

Gloria

BCP-324

The Collect
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was
wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Savior by
preaching repentance: Make us so to follow his teaching and holy life, that we
may truly repent according to his preaching; and, following his example,
constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth's
sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:7-13

Benedixisti, Domine

BCP-709

Acts 13:14b-26
The Gospel (please stand) Luke 1:57-80
Sermon

The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer

The Nicene Creed

BCP-326

The Prayers of the People

BCP-328

The Peace

BCP-332
THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

The Lord’s Prayer

BCP-336

All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion.
Post Communion Prayer

BCP-339

The Blessing and Dismissal

BCP-339
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Deacon’s Customary: Holy Choral Eucharist – Rite II
10:30 a.m.
The Word of God
Organ Preludes Prelude and Fugue in E Minor, BWV 533 Johann Sebastian Bach
Chorale Prelude on “Winchester New”
Rosealie Bonighton
Honor Guard by Olivet Commandery No. 10 of Knights Templar
Processional Hymn “By All Your Saints Still Striving”
(Use Nativity of John the Baptist for v. 2)

H-232

Nyland

Opening Acclamation

BCP-355

Collect for Purity

BCP-355

Gloria

William Mathias

S-278

The Collect
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was
wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Savior by
preaching repentance: Make us so to follow his teaching and holy life, that we
may truly repent according to his preaching; and, following his example,
constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth's
sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD's hand
double for all her sins.
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A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

4

Psalm 85:7-13 Benedixisti, Domine
BCP-709
(Anglican Chant, sung by the Choir)
F. A. Gore Ouseley
7 Show us your mercy, O LORD, *
and grant us your salvation.
8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
Acts 13:14b-26
On the sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. After the
reading of the law and the prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent them a
message, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people,
give it.”
So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to speak: “You Israelites, and others
who fear God, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and made
the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he
led them out of it. For about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness.
After he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their
land as an inheritance for about four hundred fifty years. After that he gave them
judges until the time of the prophet Samuel. Then they asked for a king; and God
gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty
years. When he had removed him, he made David their king. In his testimony
about him he said, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart,
who will carry out all my wishes.’ Of this man’s posterity God has brought to
Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised; before his coming John had already
proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was
finishing his work, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but
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one is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on his
feet.”
“My brothers, you descendants of Abraham’s family, and others who fear God, to
us the message of this salvation has been sent.”
Gradual Hymn “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” (v. 1-2)

H-59

Merton

The Gospel (please stand) Luke 1:57-80
The time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they
rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they
were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he
is to be called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.”
Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to
give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of
them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed,
and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, and all
these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All
who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?”
For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.
Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this
prophecy:
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favourably on his people and
redeemed them.
He has raised up a mighty saviour for us
in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of
old,
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the
hand of all who hate us.
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of
our enemies,
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might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.”
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow
of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the
wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.
Sermon
The Nicene Creed
The Prayers of the People (Form III)
The Peace
Announcements

The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
BCP-326
BCP-387
BCP-360

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
Anthem

This Is the Record of John
[Gwen Norton, Mezzo-soprano solo]

Orlando Gibbons

This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who art thou?”
And he confessed and denied not; and said plainly, “I am not the Christ.”
And they asked him, “What art thou, then? Art thou Elias?”
And he said, “I am not.”
“Art thou the prophet”” and he answered, “No.”
Then said they unto him, “What art thou?
that we may give an answer unto them that sent us. What sayest thou of
thyself?”
And he said, “I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Make straight the way of the Lord.”

Presentation Hymn
(TUNE) OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

BCP-364

All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion.
Post Communion Anthem

Comfort, Comfort

arr. John Ferguson

Comfort, comfort now my people; “ Tell of peace!” so says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim that God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever!
For the heralds’ voice is crying in the dessert far and near,
Calling us to true repentance, sing the Kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him!
Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign!
For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token that God’s Word is never broken.

Post Communion Prayer

BCP-365

Prayer for the Election of a Rector
BCP-818
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so
guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may
receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our
ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing

BCP-366

Hymn at the Retiring Procession
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
The Dismissal

Winchester New

H-76
BCP-366

Organ Postlude
Epilogue on “Winchester New”
Malcolm Archer
It has long been the custom at St. John’s Church for the congregation to be seated and
listen to the Organ Postlude. Please do not feel compelled to do so; but if you prefer to
leave immediately after the candles are extinguished, please depart quietly so those who
wish to do so may listen prayerfully to the Postlude.
8

The Altar flowers today are given by Nancy Schultz Kimball and Gwyneth
Schultz Saunders to the Glory of God and in loving memory of their parents, The
Rev. Canon Fred B. Schultz and his wife, Marion Schultz.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Music today’s Liturgy: Today we celebrate the 295th anniversary of the founding of St.
John’s parish here in Salem, NJ. We observe the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John
the Baptist (June 24), our name’s-sake Saint, on whose feast day this parish came into
being on June 24, 1722. As always, all of the music used in the service is selected to
coordinate with the themes of the lessons and prayers for the day. This should be
especially evident in the congregational hymns selected this day. The Choir will sing the
Psalm appointed, Psalm 85:7-13, in an Anglican chant setting by F. A. Gore Ouseley
(1825-1889), an English composer, organist, musicologist and priest (Hereford
Cathedral). The Offering Anthem, This Is the Record of John, is a famous verse
Anthem setting of John 1:19 by Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625), an English composer,
and organist (Chapel Royal & Westminster Abbey) of the late Tudor and early Jacobean
periods. He was a leading composer in England in the early 17th century. The
Communion Anthem is an arrangement of a well-known Advent Hymn. The setting is
by John Ferguson (b. 1941), an American organist, teacher (St. Olaf’s College), and
composer of sacred choral and organ works. The Organ Preludes: are a Prelude and
Fugue in E Minor by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), sometimes called the “NightWatchman’s Fugue” because of the insistence and starkness of the subject. The shorter
Chorale Prelude is by Rosalie Bonighton (1946-2011), an Australian organist and
composer. It is based on our Recessional Hymn tune. The Organ Postlude is a very
brief re-visiting of the Recessional Hymn tune by Malcolm Archer (b. 1952), an English
organist (St. Paul’s Cathedral, London) and more recently Director of Chapel Music
(Winchester College).
The final Choral Eucharist of the season. The St. John’s Choir will be on Summer
hiatus through July and August, and will return to liturgical music leadership on the
Sunday following Labor Day, September 10, 2017. Please take time to thank them
individually for their unflagging devotion and commitment, offering extra-ordinary time
and talent each week (and on high holy days) to the worship life of St. John’s parish.
Special Music Funds: There are two non-budgeted funds that help support the music
ministry at St. John’s Church. The “Special Music Fund” provides moneys to pay for
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guest musicians … ex: the brass quintet on Easter Sunday. Obviously we dipped into
that fund quite substantially on Easter Day. We have also dipped into it to pay for
string players last week to accompany Franz Joseph Haydn’s famous Missa Brevis St.
Joannis de Deo (AKA: Little Organ Mass). We will need to replenish this fund in
preparation for the next choir season.
The other non-budgeted fund is the “Organ Enhancement Fund”.
It provides
support for organ enhancements or larger than usual emergency repairs … such as a
burned out blower motor a few years ago. Please consider gifts to these funds, not
instead of, but above and beyond your pledge for the Parish’s operating budget.
Food Pantry: The Food Pantry distribution day is now only on Tuesday from noon to
2:00 p.m. This decision was made after some careful research which noted that there are
a number of other pantry sites within Salem City which cover all the days of the week
with the exception of Tuesday. There are copies of the distribution sites on the hall
counter in the Parish House. Please note that we continue to need volunteers and
contributions. This week we served -- people seeking food. The June volunteers are:
June 6 Trudy, June 13 Aud, June 20 Sue, June 27 Bonnie and Rich.
Our Buildings and Grounds Committee is looking for persons to help with our 300th
Anniversary planning which includes all St. John’s campus. This is a great
opportunity to go through areas of our complex not normally seen by most members.
We will be looking for capital improvements and normal maintenance projects that will
be budgeted over the next five years. Those interested in helping should contact David
Miller [609-202-7197].
Attendance
May 28
June 4
June 11
June 18
8:00 a.m.
22
16
17
18
10:30 a.m.
35
31
55
64
June 18

Pledge $ 1,406.32

Loose Offering $ 83.81

Counters

06/25: Sue Harker, Jeannie Miller
07/02: Ann Neff, Ron Magill
07/09: TBD
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We appreciate the Participants in Today’s Services:
8:00 a.m.
Presiding & Preaching
Lector/Prayers of the People

The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
Jim Davis

10:30 a.m.
Honor Guard by Olivet Commandery No. 10 of Knights Templar
Presiding & Preaching
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
Celebrants
The People of St. John’s
Chalicist
George Neff
Lector/Prayers of the People
Ryan C. Bailey
Acolyte Guild
David Miller, Courtenay Reece, Ron Wohlrab
Ushers
This Week’s Parish Calendar
Sun, 6/25

Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist
8:00 a.m. Deacon’s Customary: Holy Eucharist Rite I in the Chapel;
9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal;
10:30 a.m. Deacon’s Customary: Holy Choral Eucharist Rite II
in the Church;
Annual St. John’s Day Celebration!

Mon, 6/26
Tue, 6/27
Wed, 6/28

5:00-6:00 p.m. Yoga.
7:00 p.m. NA.
Noon Day Prayer;
8:00 p.m. AA.
Thu, 6/29
5:00-6:00 p.m. Yoga.
Next Sun, 7/2 The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost:
Celebration of Independence Day.
With Rev. Joyce Scheyer.
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I in the Chapel;
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church;
Fellowship Hour – ECW Birthday Sunday and Meeting.
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Church Directory
Ordained Ministry
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer

Cell (856) 297-2385

Ron Magill - Senior Warden
David Miller - Junior Warden
Ann Neff - Clerk
Mary Anne Clisham – Recording Secretary
Ann Neff - Treasurer
Committees
Liturgy and Worship
Ron Wohlrab, Chair
Buildings and Grounds
David Miller, Chair
Finance Chair
Adult Education
Eileen Miller, Chair
Youth Education Chair
Outreach
Rev. Sally Maurer, Chair
ECW President
Diane Wohlrab

(856)935-5398
(609)202-7197
(856) 358-9610
(908)472-7596
(856) 358-9610

(856) 935-0098
(609) 202-7197
(609) 202-7220
(856) 769-1409
(856) 935-0098

Parish Staff
Warren Bye – Parish Sexton
(856) 935-1798
William F. Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music
(908) 472-7597
Marjorie Warren – Parish Secretary
(856) 935-1798
Eileen Miller, Forerunner Editor
(609)202-7220
Email: ecmiller114@gmail.com
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