St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
856-935-1798
Established 1722

Christmas Eve
Blessing of the Crèche and Family Eucharist
December 24, 2016
Order of Service
5:00 p.m.

Children’s Pageant, Blessing of the Crèche
And Holy Eucharist – Rite II

Organ Preludes

The Word of God
Es ist ein Ros’ entsrungen
Silent Night

Processional Hymn

Johannes Brahms
David Cherwien

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (v. 1,2,3,6)
Adeste Fideles

Opening Acclamation
Collect for Purity
Gloria in excelsis

H-83

BCP-355
BCP-355
Robert Powell S-280

The Collect of the Day
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure
confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Isaiah 62:6-12
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem,
I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night
they shall never be silent.
You who remind the LORD,
take no rest,
and give him no rest
until he establishes Jerusalem
and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
The LORD has sworn by his right hand
and by his mighty arm:
I will not again give your grain
to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine
for which you have labored;
but those who garner it shall eat it
and praise the LORD,
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and those who gather it shall drink it
in my holy courts.
Go through, go through the gates,
prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway,
clear it of stones,
lift up an ensign over the peoples.
The LORD has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,
"See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him."
They shall be called, "The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD";
and you shall be called, "Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken."
Psalm 96 (Read responsively)
1
Sing to the LORD a new song;*
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.
2
Sing to the LORD, bless his Name;*
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
3
Declare his glory among the nations,*
his wonders among all peoples.
4
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised;*
he is more to be feared than all gods.
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols,*
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.
6
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!*;
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
7
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples;*
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor of his Name;*
bring offerings and come into his courts.
9
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;*
let the whole earth tremble before him.
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BCP-725

10

Tell it out among the nations, “The LORD is King!*
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity.
11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;*
let the sea thunder, and all that is in it.*
12
Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein;
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
Before the Lord when he comes,*
He comes to judge the earth.
13. He will judge the world with righteousness*
and the peoples with his truth.
Titus 3:4-7
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved
us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to
his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This
Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.
Gradual Hymn “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (v. 1-2)

H-93

Regent Square

The Christmas Pageant
(Please see insert.)
Homily
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
The Nicene Creed
BCP-358
Prayers of the People (Form 3)
BCP-367
Confession and Absolution
BCP-360
The Peace
BCP-360
Announcements
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Anthem
On Christmas Night (Sussex Carol)
Ralph Vaughan Williams
On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the angels bring.
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.
When sin departs before Thy grace, then life and health come in its place;
Angels and men with joy may sing, all for to see the new-born King.
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night:
“Glory to God and peace to men, now and for evermore. Amen!”
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Eucharistic Prayer B
Sanctus (sung)
The Lord’s Prayer

BCP-367
Robert Powell S-129
BCP-364

The Breaking of the Bread
BCP-364
All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion.
Candle-lighting Hymn

“Silent Night, Holy Night”
H-111
Stille Nacht
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, glories steam from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia; Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy
face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at they birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy
birth.
The Blessing

BCP-366

Hymn at the Retiring Procession
“Joy to the World” (v. 1,2,&4)
H-100
Antioch
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; let us our songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.
The Dismissal
Organ Postlude

BCP-366
Go Tell It on the Mountain
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John Ferguson

We welcome Father David. Father David Laquintano is a retired priest of the
Diocese of New Jersey. He was last rector in Ocean City, NJ. He and his wife, Christine,
live in Swarthmore, PA.

The flowers and greens decorating the sanctuary are donated by
those individuals listed in the insert in memory or thanksgiving for
the persons named.
The Wardens, Vestry and Staff of St. John’s Church wish you a
Blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year.
We appreciate the volunteers who are serving tonight.
Presiding

The Rev. David Laquintano

Preaching and Assisting

The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer

Celebrants

The People of St. John’s

Minister of Music

William F. Clisham, Jr.

Chalicist

Courtenay Reece

Lector

George Neff

Prayers of the People

George Neff

Acolyte Guild

David Miller, Sue Harker, and Avery Dunfee

Ushers
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Church Directory
Ordained Ministry
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer

Cell (856) 297-2385

Ron Magill - Senior Warden
David Miller - Junior Warden
Ann Neff - Clerk
Mary Anne Clisham – Recording Secretary
Ann Neff - Treasurer
Committees
Liturgy and Worship
Ron Wohlrab, Chair
Buildings and Grounds
David Miller, Chair
Finance Chair
Adult Education
Eileen Miller, Chair
Youth Education Chair
Outreach
Rev. Dcn. Sally Maurer, Chair
ECW President
Diane Wohlrab

(856)935-5398
(609)202-7197
(856) 358-9610
(908)472-7596
(856) 358-9610

(856) 935-0098
(609) 202-7197
(609) 202-7220
(856) 769-1409
(856) 935-0098

Parish Staff
Warren Bye – Parish Sexton
(856) 935-1798
William F. Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music
(908) 472-7597
Marjorie Warren – Parish Secretary
(856) 935-1798
Eileen Miller, Forerunner Editor
(609)202-7220
Email: ecmiller114@gmail.com
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