St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
856-935-1798
Established 1722

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2015
Order of Service
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist – Rite I
8:00 a.m.
The Word of God
Opening Acclamation
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Collect for Purity
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Lord, have mercy upon us.
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The Collect of the Day

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
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Psalm 80:1-7

Qui regis Israel
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1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4 O LORD God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Hebrews 10:5-10
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
"Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God'
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me)."
When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according
to the law), then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the
first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's will that we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
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The Gospel (please stand) Luke 1:39-45(46-55)
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I
heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken
to her by the Lord."
[And Mary said,
"My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."]
Sermon

The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer

The Nicene Creed
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The Prayers of the People
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The Peace
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer 1
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The Lord’s Prayer

BCP-336

All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion.
Post Communion Prayer
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Prayer for the Election of a Rector
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Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so
guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may
receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our
ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing and Dismissal
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We are sad to report the passing of Craig Schwarz on December 17, 2015. The
memorial service will be on Saturday, January 9, 2016, at 11:30 a.m. at the
Sportsmen’s Club in Carney’s Point. Please keep Amy and Austin, and his family
and friends in your prayers. May he rest in peace and rise in glory.
The flowers at the Altar today are given by Helen and Jim Acton in
memory of their fathers, James N. Acton and C. Allen Patrick; their
Uncle, James R. Karns; and their Cousin, Forman S. Acton.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Music for Christmas Eve: The Choir will sing at both 5:00PM and 10:30PM
Christmas Eve Eucharists (and will have dinner in between at the Orient Restaurant,
Pennsville … “Fa-ra-ra-ra-ra”). Come at 10:00PM to hear a special musical offering by
St. John’s Handbell Ringers, St. John’s Choir, and our magnificent organ, prior to the
10:30 Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist.
Special Music Funds: The choir will sing several more special services during the 20152016 season, including Easter with Brass, another Evensong in May, and a Mozart
Missa Brevis in June. These special services require additional singers and
instrumentalists who are not part of the annual budget. Please consider giving to either
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the Special Music Fund which covers these additional expenses for Easter Brass,
Spring Strings, Evensong singers, etc., and/or the Special Organ Fund, which covers
major organ repairs above and beyond the annual budget. Thank you for your generosity
and support.
Food Pantry: The Food Pantry distribution day is on Tuesday from noon to 2:00 p.m.
This decision was made after some careful research which noted that there are a number
of other pantry sites within Salem City which cover all the days of the week with the
exception of Tuesday. There are copies of the distribution sites on the hall counter in
the Parish House. Please note that we continue to need volunteers and contributions.
We served 65 people this week. December’s volunteer sheet is posted on the office door.
Please help where you are able.
December
12/1 Laurie Bailey, Emma, Ryan, and Eleanor; 12/8 Sue Harker;
Volunteers
12/15 Aud Hamilton; 12/22 Rick Holmstrom;
12/29 Trudy O’Hare
To Our Dear, Compassionate, Prayerful Friends at St John’s,
As we say this “Thank You” it is but a single flower in the garden that you deserve for
your commitment. Our hearts overflow with gratitude as we count all the ways each one
of you bless Family Promise~ Our Families, Director, Family Center, Board
Members…right down to the smallest detail, are all lifted in faith. As you pray,
volunteer and in every way show your love, needs are fulfilled. You are the beating
heart of Family Promise. May you be blessed with knowing that you follow the lead of
the One we celebrate this Season. With my sincerest thanks
Dawn M Parker
856-986-3670
Family Promise of Salem County
www.fpsc-nj.org

8:00 am
10:30 am

Nov 23
19
32

Pledge

$1,335.49

Attendance
Nov 29
21
35

Dec 6
15
40
Loose
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Dec 13
22
41
$49.01

Counters:
12/20: Ann Neff, Mary Anne Clisham
12/27: Bill Mecum, Mary Anne Clisha m
(We will be counting on Monday 12/28 so we can celebrate with Fr. Steve.)
01/03: Ron Magill, Mary Anne Clisham
(This may chang e, since Ron is not available on Sunday.)
01/10: Curt Harker and Virginia Sisco or Aud Hamilton

We appreciate the Participants in Today’s Services:
8:00 a.m.
Presiding and Preaching
Celebrants
Chalicist/Lector/POP

The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
The People of St. John’s
Bill Pankonien and Peg Fittabile

10:30 a.m. A Service of Lessons and Carols
Participants are listed in the separate bulletin for this service.
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This Week’s Parish Calendar
Sun, 12/20

The Fourth Sunday of Advent.
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I in the Chapel;
9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal;
10:30 a.m. A Service of Lessons and Carols in the Church;
Fellowship Hour – Healthy Sunday.

Mon, 12/21

3:00 p.m. Meeting in Library;
5:00-6:00 p.m. Yoga.

Tue, 12/22

7:00 p.m. NA. Please note new time.

Wed, 12/23

Noon Holy Eucharist and Healing in Chapel;
6:45 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal;
8:00 p.m. AA.

Thurs, 12/24 Christmas Eve:
5:00 p.m. Blessing of the Créche and Family Holy Eucharist;
10:00 p.m. Festival Offering of Music;
10:30 p.m. Festival Holy Eucharist (Midnight Mass).
Fri, 12/25

Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m. Quiet (spoken) Holy Eucharist – Rite II
in the Chapel.

Next Sun, 12/27
The First Sunday after Christmas Day
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I in the Chapel;
9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal;
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Church and Baptism
Farewell to Father Steve. :< (
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Prayers
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Church Directory
Ordained Ministry
The Rev. Steven E. Carroll, Rector
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
Sue Harker - Senior Warden
David Miller - Junior Warden
Ann Neff - Clerk
Mary Anne Clisham – Recording Secretary
Ann Neff - Treasurer
Committees
Liturgy and Worship
Ron Wohlrab, Chair
Buildings and Grounds
David Miller, Chair
Finance Chair
Adult Education
Eileen Miller, Chair, and Fr. Steve
Youth Education Chair
Outreach
Rev. Sally Maurer, Chair
ECW President
Diane Wohlrab

Home (856) 376-3557
Cell (856) 297-2385
(856)981-3047
(609)202-7197
(856) 358-9610
(908)472-7596
(856) 358-9610

(856) 935-0098
(609) 202-7197
(609) 202-7220
(856) 769-1409
(856) 935-0098

Parish Staff
Warren Bye – Parish Sexton
(856) 935-1798
William F. Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music
(908) 472-7597
Marjorie Warren – Parish Secretary
(856) 935-1798
Eileen Miller, Forerunner Editor
(609)202-7220
Email: ecmiller114@gmail.com
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