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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

A SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS
ORGAN PRELUDE:

Christmas Meditation on an Old French Melody
Richard Wegner

All stand for the Processional Hymn

HYMN

Once in Royal David’s City [IRBY]

1: sung by a solo voice

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

2: sung by the choir

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.

3 – 6: sung by all

And through all his wondrous childhood He would honor and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he.
For he is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

.
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;
Where like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.
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All remain standing for the Bidding prayer

A BIDDING PRAYER
The Deacon bids the people to pray, saying:

Dear people of God: In this season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once
more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying
in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the
time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by
his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on
earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially
for his Church in our country and in this city.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn,
the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do
not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, Mary, and John
the Baptist, his fore-runner in the way, and that whole multitude which no one can
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we
are one for evermore.
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ
himself has taught us, saying:
Deacon and people together pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen
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The Priest then says:

The Almighty God bless us with his grace;
Christ give us the joys of everlasting life;
And to the fellowship of the citizens above,
may the King of Angels bring us all.
Amen.
All are seated for the readings and anthems

THE FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:8-15
Reader: Laurel Norton, Youth
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of
the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the
man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have
done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will
strike your head, and you will strike the heel.”
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM:

Remember, O Thou Man
Remember, O thou man, O thou man, O thou man,
Remember, O thou man, thy time is spent.
Remember, O thou man, how thou cam’st to me then,
And I did what I can, therefore repent.
Remember God’s goodness, O thou man, O thou man,
Remember God’s goodness and promise made.
Remember God’s goodness, how His only Son is sent,
Our sins for to redress: Be not afraid.
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Thomas Ravenscroft

The angels all did sing, O thou man, O thou man.
The angels all did sing on Sion hill;
The angels all did sing praise to our Heav’nly King,
And peace to man living, with right good will.
In Bethl-em was He born, O thou man, O thou man.
In Bethl’em was He born for mankind dear.
In Bethl’em was He born for us that were forlorn,
And therefore took no scorn, our sins to bear.
Give thanks to God always, O thou man, O thou man.
Give thanks to God always with hearts most jolly.
Give thanks to God always upon this blessed day.
Let all men sing and say “Holy, Holy.”

THE SECOND LESSON: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Reader: Virginia Sisco, Chorister
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM:

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung.
It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind.
With Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind.
To shew God’s love aright, She bore to men a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.
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Michael Praetorius

THE THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 11: 1-9
Reader: Diane Wohlrab, Parishioner
The peace that Christ will bring is foretold
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not
judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and
faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young
shall lie down together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM:

In Dulci Jubilo

Johann Sebastian Bach

In dulci jubilo [In sweet jubilation] now sing with hearts aglow.
Our delight and pleasure lies in presepio [in a manger].
Like sunshine is our treasure Matris in gremio [in his mother’s lap]
Alpha es et O; [you are Alpha and Omega].
O Jesu parvule [O tiny Jesus], for Thee I long alway;
Comfort my heart’s blindness, O puer optime {O best of boys],
With all thy loving kindness; O princeps glorie[O prince of glory]
Trahe me post te! [Draw me to you.]
O Patris Caritas, O natilenitas [O love of the Father, O gentleness of the Son]
Deeply were we stained per nostra crimina [by our sins]
But thou for us hast gained Coelorum gaudia [ the joys of Heaven]
O that we were there!

5

Ubi sunt gaudia [Where are joys?] in any place but there?
There the angels singing Nova cantica [new songs]
And there the bells are ringing in Regis curia [in the King’s court].
O that we were there!

THE FOURTH LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a

Reader: William Clisham,
Minister of Music
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of tiny Bethlehem
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of
old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she
who is in labor has brought forth, the rest of his kindred shall return to the people
of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be one of peace.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!

All stand for the Hymn

HYMN:

O Little Town of Bethlehem

[FOREST GREEN]

Stanzas 1 & 2: All

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth,
And praises bring to God the King, and peace to men on earth;
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
Stanza 3: Choir only

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
Stanza4: Unison with Choir descant

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
6

All are seated for the readings and the anthems

THE FIFTH LESSON: St. Luke 1:26-38

Reader: Joanne Owen,
Minister of Music Emerita
The angel Gabriel greets the Blessed Virgin Mary
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The Virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the LORD God will give him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said,
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM:

Gabriel’s Message

Basque Carol

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eys as flame;
“All hail” , said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
“For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee,
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“My soul shall laud and magnify His holy Name.” Most highly favored Lady, Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, “Most highly favored lady”, Gloria!

7

THE SIXTH LESSON: St. Matthew 1:18-23
Reader: David Miller, Jr. Warden
St. Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the LORD appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: “Look, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which
means, “God is with us.”
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM

Nativity Carol

John Rutter

Born in a stable so bare, born so long ago;
Born ‘neath light of star He who loved us so.
Far away silent he lay, born today, your homage pay
For Christ was born for aye, born on Christmas Day.
Cradled by mother so fair, tender her lullaby;
Over her son so dear angel hosts fill the sky.
Far away….
Wise men from distant far land, shepherds in starry hills
Worship this babe so rare, hearts with his warmth he fills.
Far away ….
Love in that stable was born into our hearts to flow;
Innocent dreaming babe, make me thy love to know.
Far away ….
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THE SEVENTH LESSON: St. Luke 2:4-16

Reader: Sue Harker, Sr. Warden

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus
Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flocks by night. Then an angel of the LORD stood before them, and the glory of
the LORD
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the LORD. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEMS:

The Angels and the Shepherds Bohemian Carol / arr. C. H. Trevor
Shepherd, O hark, ye, glad tidings we bring,
Peace and good will to the world now we sing;
See in a manger Christ the Anointed,
Whom for your Savior God hath appointed. Alleluia!
In yonder manger behold now he lies,
Whom angel voices foretold from the skies.
Seeking thy mercy, we kneel before thee,
Singing thy praises, humbly adore thee. Alleluia!
Still through the ages the song doth resound,
Peace and good-will on the earth shall abound;
Bear we the tidings to every nation,
Born is the Christ Child for man’s salvation. Alleluia!
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All My Heart This Night Rejoices

Johann Georg Ebeling

All my heart this night rejoices as I hear far and near sweetest angel voices.
“Christ is born” their choirs are singing till the air everywhere now with joy is ringing.
Hark! A voice from yonder manger, soft and sweet, doth entreat, “Flee from woe and danger”
Brethren, come! From all doth grieve you, you are freed; all you need I will surely give you.”
Come, then let us hasten yonder! Here let all, great and small, kneel in awe and wonder!
Love him who with love is yearning! Hail the star that from far bright with hope is burning!
Thee, dear Lord, with heed I’ll cherish, live to thee, and with thee, dying, shall not perish;
But shall dwell with thee forever, far on high, in the joy that can alter never.

THE EIGHTH LESSON: St. Matthew 2:1-11
Reader: Rev. Sally Maurer, Deacon
The magi are led by the star to Jesus.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is the shepherd my people Israel.’” Then
Herod secretly called the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
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ANTHEM:

The Three Kings

Peter Cornelius / arr. Ivor Atkins

Three kings from Persian lands afar to Jordan follow the pointing star;
And this the quest of the travelers three, where the newborn King of the Jews may be.
Full royal gifts they bear for the King: gold, incense, myrrh their offering.
The star shines out with a steadfast ray; the kings to Bethlehem make their way,
And there in worship they bend the knee, as Mary’s child in her lap they see;
Their royal gifts they show to the King: gold incense, myrrh their offering.
Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem the kings are trav’ling, travel with them!
The star of mercy, the star of grace, shall lead thy heart to its resting place.
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; offer thy heart to the infant King.
Offer thy heart!
How brightly shines the morning star!
With grace and truth from heaven afar
Our Jesse tree now bloweth.
Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line,
For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine,
My soul with love o’er-floweth.
Thy word, Jesu,
Inly feeds us, rightly leads us, life bestowing.
Praise, O praise such love o’er-flowing!
All stand for the Hymn.

HYMN:

We Three Kings

[THREE KINGS OF ORIENT]

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following Yonder star.
[REFRAIN]
O star of wonder star of night, star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.
[REFRAIN]
Frankincense to offer have I: incense owns a Deity high;
Prayer and praising, gladly raising, worship him, God Most High.
[REFRAIN]
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
[REFRAIN]
Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice;
Heaven sings alleluia, alleluia the earth replies.
[REFRAIN]
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All remain standing for the reading of the Ninth Lesson.

THE NINTH LESSON: St. John 1:1-14

Reader: Rev. Fr. Steven E. Carroll, Rector

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
is life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
All remain standing for the Hymn.

HYMN:

O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him born the King of Angels;
[REFRAIN}
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten not created.
[REFRAIN}
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[ADESTE FIDELES]

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God in the highest.
[REFRAIN}
See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;
[REFRAIN}
Child for us sinners poor and in the manger,
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love;
Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?
[REFRAIN}
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
[REFRAIN}
All are seated for the Offering and Anthem

THE COLLECTION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS
ANTHEM:

Quelle Est Cette Odeur, Agréable?

French Traditional
/ arr. David Willcocks

Quelle est cette odeur agreeable, Bergers, qui ravit tous nos sens?
S’exhale til rien de sembla-ble au milieu des fleur du printemps?
Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing, stealing our senses all away?
Never the like did come a-blowing, shepherds in flowery field in May.
Mais quelle éclatante lumiere dans la nuit vient frapper nots yeux!
L’astre du jour, dans sa carriere, futil jamais si radieux?
What is that light so brilliant, breaking here in the night across our eyes?
Never so bright, the daystar waking, started to climb the morning skies!
A Bethlehem dans une crèche, il vient de vous naitre un Sauveur;
Alons, que rien ne vous empeche d’adorer votre Redempteur.
Bethlehem! There in manger lying, find your Redeemer, haste away,
Run ye with eager footsteps hieing! Worship the Savior born today.
Dieu tout puissant, gloire eternelle vous soit rendue ju qu’aux cieux;
Que la paix soit universelle, que la grace abonde en tous lieux.
Praise to the Lord of all creation, Glory to God the fount of grace;
May peace abide in every nation, Good will in men of every race.
All stand for the Hymn

HYMN

In the Bleak Midwinter
In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.
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[CRANHAM]

Our God, Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign;
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
The Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ.
Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim throngéd the air;
But his mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshiped the beloved with a kiss.
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him—give my heart.

All remain standing for the collects

THE COLLECTS:
Priest:
The Lord be with you.
All:
And also with you.
Priest:
Let us pray.
O God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only
Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we
may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our human
nature upon himself, and to be born of the Virgin Mary. Grant that we, having
been made children by adoption and grace, my daily be renewed by your Holy
Spirit; through the same Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
THE BLESSING
May he who by his incarnation gathered into one all things earthly and heavenly,
fill you with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God
Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you now
and forever. Amen.
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THE HYMN:

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

[MENDELSSOHN]

Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled;
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.
Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!

ORGAN POSTLUDE:

In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 729

Johann Sebastian Bach

The St. John’s Choir
Gail Boyd
Kelly Freno
Jeannie Miller

Helen Acton
Nate Gable
Jim Acton

Virginia Sisco
Mary Anne Clisham
DeeAnn Harris
Ann Neff
Gwen Norton

Don Layton
George Neff

Director:
William F Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music
Guest Organist:
Joanne Owen, Minister of Music Emerita
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Prayers

CHRISTMAS EVE at ST. JOHN’S
WEDNESDAY
DECEMBER 24
5:00 PM
Blessing of the Creche & Family Eucharist
10:30 PM
Christmas Eve Festival Holy Eucharist
Both liturgies will be held in The Chapel of the Holy Innocents.
The St. John’s Choir will sing at both services.

CHRISTMAS DAY
THURSDAY
DECEMBER 25
10:00 AM
Quiet (spoken) Holy Eucharist – Rite II
In the Chapel

16

The flowers at the altar today are given by Helen and Jim Acton in memory
of their fathers, James N. Acton and C. Allen Patrick; and their uncles,
James R. Karns and Forman S. Acton.
The flowers at the altar today are given by Mimi Cotellesse to the Greater
Glory of God and in loving memory of her father, Samuel Boyd.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Food Pantry Changes: The Food Pantry distribution day is now only on Tuesday
from noon to 2:00 p.m. This decision was made after some careful research which noted
that there are a number of other pantry sites within Salem City which cover all the days
of the week with the exception of Tuesday. There are copies of the distribution sites on
the hall counter in the Parish House. Please note that we will continue to need volunteers
and contributions especially from the middle of the month on when we were getting as
many as 50 persons seeking food over the two-week period. There is a current monthly
sign-up sheet on the office door. Please sign up for a Tuesday you can help.
Yoga Classes are now on Monday and Thursday nights from 5-6 p.m, except on the
third Monday [this week] when they are from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Special Teas and Coffee are on sale to support the Episcopal Relief and Development.
Contact Deacon Sally for purchases and details.
Mark your calendars. St. John’s Annual Meeting will be held on January 18, 2015,
after the second service. More details will follow.

8:00 am
10:30 am
Total

Dec 14

Nov 23
22
32
54

$ 1,410.38 Pledge

Attendance
Nov 30
13
36
49

Dec 7
14
36
50

Dec 14
22
34
56

Offering
$22.00 Loose

Counters
12/21/2014: Sue Harker, Mary Anne Clisham
12/28/2014: Ron Magill, Mary Anne Clisham
01/04/2015: Bill Mecum, Mary Anne Clisham
01/11/2015: Curt Harker, Virginia Sisco or Aud Hamilton

This Week’s Parish Calendar
Sun, 12/21

The Fourth Sunday in Advent;
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I in the Chapel;
9:15 a.m.

Christian Formation;

10:30 a.m. A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols in the Chapel;
Fellowship Hour .
Mon, 12/22

5:00-6:00 p.m. Yoga.

Tue, 12/23

12:00-2:00 p.m. Food Pantry;
8:00 p.m. NA.

Wed, 12/24

5:00 p.m. Family Eucharist;
10:30 p.m. Festival Eucharist;
8:00 p.m. AA.

Thu, 12/25

10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service in Chapel.

We appreciate the Participants in Today’s Service:
8:00 a.m.
Presiding and Preaching

The Rev. Steven E. Carroll

Celebrants

The People of St. John’s

Chalicist/Lector/POP

Jim Davis
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Parish Staff
Warren Bye – Parish Sexton
(856) 935-1798
William F. Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music
(908) 472-7597
Marjorie Warren – Parish Secretary
(856) 935-1798
Rosie Carroll, Forerunner Editor
(856) 376-3557
Email: rsmrycarroll@yahoo.com

