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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2013
10:30 a.m.

A SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS
ORGAN PRELUDES:
Three settings of Vom Himmel hoch (From Heaven Above)
Trio
Johann Pachelbel
Bicinium
Helmut Walcha
Fughetta
Johann Pachelbel
All stand for the Processional Hymn
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Once in Royal David’s City [IRBY]
1: sung by a solo voice
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
2: sung by the choir
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.
3 – 6: sung by all
And through all his wondrous childhood He would honor and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he.
For he is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;
Where like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.
All remain standing for the Bidding prayer
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A BIDDING PRAYER
The Deacon bids the people to pray, saying:
Dear people of God: In this season, let it be our duty and delight to hear
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the
Son of God lying in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose
from the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption
brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad
with our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and
justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he
died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the
poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and
those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children,
as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, Mary,
and John the Baptist, his fore-runner in the way, and that whole
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made
flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which
Christ himself has taught us, saying:
Deacon and people together pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen
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The Priest then says:
The Almighty God bless us with his grace;
Christ give us the joys of everlasting life;
And to the fellowship of the citizens above,
may the King of Angels bring us all.
Amen.
All are seated for the readings and anthems
THE FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:8-15
Reader: Laurel Norton
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the
time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But
the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and
among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you
shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head,
and you will strike the heel.”
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM:

AdamLay Ybounden
Adam lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond;
Four thousand winter thought he not too long.
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Boris Ord

And all was for an apple, an apple that he took,
As clerkes finden written in their book.
Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,
Ne had never our lady a-been heavené queen.
Blessed be the time that apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen Deo Gratias!
THE SECOND LESSON: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Reader: Cassandra Moore, Chorister
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will do this.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM:

A Spotless Rose

Herbert Howells

A Spotless Rose is blowing, sprung from a tender root,
Of ancient seers foreshowing, of Jesse promised fruit;
Its faires bud unfolds to light amid the cold, cold winter,
And in the dark midnight.
The Rose which I am singing. Whereof Isaiah said,
is from its sweet root stringing in Mary, purest Maid.
For through God’s great love and might, the Blessed Babe she bare us
In a cold, cold winter’s night.
THE THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 11: 1-9 Reader: Donna Donohue, Seminarian
The peace that Christ will bring is foretold
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A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow
out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of
the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what
his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the
belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their
young shall lie down together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM:

This Little Babe (A Ceremony of Carols)

Benjamin Britten

This little Babe so few days old, is come to rifle Satan’s fold;
All hell doth at his presence quake, though he himself for cold do shake;
For in this weak unarmed wise the gates of hell he will surprise.
With tears he fights and wins the field, his naked breast stands for a shield,
His battering shot are babish cries, his arrows looks of weeping eyes,
His martial ensigns cold and need, and feeble flesh his warrior’s steed.
His cam is pitched in a stall, his bulwark but a broken wall;
The crib his trench haystalks his stakes; of shepherds he his muster makes.
And thus, as sure his woe to wound, the angel’s trump alarum sound.
My soul, with Christ join thou in fight; stick to the tents that he hath pight.
Within his crib in surest ward; this little Babe will be thy guard.
If thou wilt foil thy foes with joy, then flit not from this heavenly Boy.

6

THE FOURTH LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a
Owen,

Reader: Joanne

Minister of Music Emerita
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of tiny Bethlehem

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give
them up until the time when she
who is in labor has brought forth, the rest of his kindred shall return to
the people
of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the
LORD, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure,
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be one of
peace.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
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All stand for the Hymn
HYMN:

O Little Town of Bethlehem

[FOREST GREEN]

Stanzas 1 & 2: All
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth,
And praises bring to God the King, and peace to men on earth;
Stanza 3: Choir only
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n!
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So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
Stanza 4: Unison with Choir descant
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us , we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
All are seated for the readings and the anthems
THE FIFTH LESSON: St. Luke 1:26-38

Reader: William Clisham,
Minister of Music
The angel Gabriel greets the Blessed Virgin Mary

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The Virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And now you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the LORD God will give
him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to
the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible
with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
The word of the LORD.
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Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM:

Ave Maria: Angelus Domini

Franz Biebl

Angelus Domini nuntiavit Mariae, et concepit de Spiritu Sancto.
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum, bene dita tu in mulieribus
Et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.
Maria dixit: Ecce ancilla Domini, fiat mihi secondom verbum tuum.
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum, bene dita tu in mulieribus
Et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.
Et verbum caro factum est et habitavit in nobis.
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum, bene dita tu in mulieribus
Et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.
Sancta Maria, mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae.. Amen.
[The Angel of the Lord announced to Mary, and she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with You. Blessed are you among
women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Mary said: I am the handmaid of the Lord. Be it unto me according to your word.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with You. Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with You. Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now and in the hour of our death. Amen.]
THE SIXTH LESSON: St. Matthew 1:18-23
Reader: Virginia Sisco, Jr. Warden
St. Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her
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husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the LORD appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken through
the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM

Sans Day Carol

Cornish Traditional Carol / arr. John Rutter

Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk,
and Mary bore Jesus, who was wrapped up in silk:
and Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be,
and the first tree in the green-wood, it was the holly.
Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass,
and Mary bore Jesus, who died on the cross
and Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be,
and the first tree in the green-wood, it was the holly.
Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal,
And Mary bore Jesus, who died for us all.
and Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be,
and the first tree in the green-wood, it was the holly.
Now the holly bears a berry, as blood it is red,
Then trust we our Savior, who rose from the dead.
and Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be,
and the first tree in the green-wood, it was the holly.
THE SEVENTH LESSON: St. Luke 2:4-16

Reader: Ron Magill, Sr. Warden

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus
Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
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David.
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
In that region there shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flocks by night. Then an angel of the LORD stood before them, and
the glory of the LORD shone around them, and they were terrified. But
the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah,
the LORD. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory
to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEMS:

O Jesu Sweet

Samuel Scheidt / arr. Jack Best

O Jesu sweet, O Jesu mild, O holy Babe, thou blessed Child
From heav’n on high to earth come down,
in Thee our peace, our joy is found,
O Jesu sweet, O Jesu mild!
O Jesu sweet, O Jesu dear, Thy holy mother watches hear.
God’s Child Thou art! O heaven-blest,
all hope, all life in Thee we rest.,
O Jesu sweet, O Jesu mild!
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THE EIGHTH LESSON: St. Matthew 2:1-11
Reader: Rev. Sally Maurer, Deacon
The magi are led by the star to Jesus.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together
all the chief priests and scribed of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for
so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who is the shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod
secretly called the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw that the star has stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; ad they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!

All remain standing for the reading of the Ninth Lesson.
THE NINTH LESSON: St. John 1:1-14
Rector

Reader: Rev. Fr. Steven E. Carroll,

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
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being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him is life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself wa not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Let Our Gladness Know No End
Bohemian Carol / arr. Hermann Schroeder
Let our gladness know no end, Hallelujah!
Unto earth did Christ descend, Hallelujah!
On this day God gave us Christ, His Son to save us.
See the loveliest blooming Rose, Hallelujah!
From the branch of Jesse grows, Hallelujah!
On this day God gave us Christ, His Son to save us.
Into flesh is made the Word. Hallelujah!
‘Tis our Refuge and our Lord, Hallelujah!
On this day God gave us Christ, His Son to save us.
All remain standing for the Hymn.
HYMN:

The Snow Lay on the Ground

[VENITE ADOREMUS]

The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright,
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when Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night.
Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoremus Dominum.
Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoremus Dominum.
‘Twas Mary, daughter pure of holy Anne,
That brought into this word the God made man.
She laid him in a stall at Bethlehem;
the ass and oxen shared the roof with them.
Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoremus Dominum.
Saint Joseph, too, was by to tend the child;
to guard him, and protect his mother mild;
the angels hovered round, and sang this song,
Venite adoremus Dominum.
Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoremus Dominum.
And thus that manger poor became a throne;
for he whom Mary bore was God the Son.
O come, then let us join the heav’nly host;
to praise the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoremus Dominum.
All are seated for the Offering and Anthem
THE COLLECTION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS
ANTHEM:

In the Bleak Midwinter

Harold Darke

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan.
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone,
Snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter long ago.
Our God, Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth contain.
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter, a stable place sufficed.
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.
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Enough for him,whom cherubim worship night and day
A breast full of milk, nd a manger ful of hay.
Enough for him, whom angels fall down before,
The ox, the ass and camel, which adore.
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise man, I would do my part.
Yet what I can I give him, give my heart.
All stand for the collects
THE COLLECTS:
Priest:
The Lord be with you.
All:
And also with you.
Priest:
Let us pray.
O God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of
your only Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive him for
our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he
shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our
human nature upon himself, and to be born of the Virgin Mary. Grant
that we, having been made children by adoption and grace, my daily be
renewed by your Holy Spirit; through the same Lord Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
THE BLESSING
May he who by his incarnation gathered into one all things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and
the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you now and forever. Amen.
THE RECESSIONAL HYMN: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
[MENDELSSOHN]
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Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled;
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the new-born King.
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, off-spring of a virgin’s womb;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the new-born King.
ORGAN POSTLUDE:

In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 729

Johann Sebastian Bach

The St. John’s Choir
Gail Boyd
Helen Acton
Jeannie Miller
Nate Gable
Eileen Miller
Chris Thomas
Cassandra Moore
Jim Acton
Virginia Sisco
Don Layton
Mary Anne Clisham
William Marshall
DeeAnn Harris
George Neff
Ann Neff
Jerry Pinner
Gwen Norton
Director:
William F Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music
Guest Organist:
Joanne Owen, Minister of Music Emerita
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CHRISTMAS EVE at ST. JOHN’S
TUESDAY
DECEMBER 24
5:00 PM
Pageant, Blessing of the Creche & Family Eucharist
10:00 PM
A Festival Offering of Music for Handbells, Choir, and
Organ
Preceding the
10:30 PM
Christmas Eve Festival Holy Eucharist
_________________

CHRISTMAS DAY
WEDNESDAY
DECEMBER 25
10:00 AM
Quiet (spoken) Holy Eucharist – Rite II
In the Chapel
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