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The Epiphany
January 6, 2019
Order of Service
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist – Rite I
8:00 a.m.
THE WORD OF GOD

Opening Acclamation

BCP-323

Collect for Purity

BCP-323

Glory be to God on high

BCP-324

The Collect
O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the peoples of
the earth: Lead us, who know thee now by faith, to thy presence, where we may behold thy
glory face to face; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14

Deus, judicium

BCP-685

Ephesians 3:1-12
Please stand for the Gospel
The Gospel Matthew 2:1-12
Sermon

The Rev. Charles W. Messer

The Nicene Creed

BCP-326

The Prayers of the People

BCP-328

The Peace

BCP-332
THE HOLY COMMUNION

Eucharistic Prayer 1

BCP-333

The Lord’s Prayer

BCP-336
All are Welcome to Receive Communion.

Post Communion Prayer

BCP-339

The Blessing and Dismissal

BCP-339
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Holy Eucharist – Rite II
10:30 a.m.
THE WORD OF GOD
Organ Preludes

Star in the East
Prelude sur l’Introit de l’Epiphanie

Choral Introit

Procession Hymn

Austin Lovelace
Maurice Duruflé

We Have Seen His Star

We have seen his star in the East,
and are come with our offerings to worship our Lord.

“Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”

Everett Titcomb

H-117

Morning Star

Opening Acclamation

BCP-355

Collect for Purity

BCP-355

Gloria in excelsis

William Mathias S-278

The Collect
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face
to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Old Testament
Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
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because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
Deus, judicium
BCP-685
(Sung by the Choir)
Setting by William Boyce
1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's Son;
2 That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
11 All kings shall bow down before him, *
and all the nations do him service.
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
and the oppressed who has no helper.
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.
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The New Testament
Ephesians 3:1-12
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for
you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few
words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have
become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given
me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to
make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all
things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance
with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have
access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
Gradual Hymn

“What Star Is This?” (v. 1-3, 4-5)

H-124

Puer Nobis

Please stand for the Gospel
Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
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the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.
Sermon
The Rev. Charles W. Messer
The Nicene Creed
BCP-358
The Prayers of the People (Form IV)
BCP-388
Confession and Absolution
BCP-360
The Peace
BCP-360
Announcements
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Anthem

The Three Kings

Peter Cornelius / arr. Ivor Atkins

Three kings from Persian lands afar to Jordan follow the pointing star:
And this, the quest of the travelers three, where the newborn King of the Jews may be.
Full royal gifts they bear for the King: gold, incense, myrrh are their offering.
The star shines out with a steadfast ray; the kings to Bethlehem make their way,
And there in worship they bend the knee, as Mary’s child in her lap they see;
Their royal gifts they show to the King; gold, incense, myrrh are their offering.
Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem the kings are trav’ling—travel with them!
The star of mercy, the star of grace, shall lead thy heart to its resting place.
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; Offer thy heart to the infant king,
offer thy heart!
How brightly shines the morning star!
With grace and truth from heaven afar our Jesse tree no bloweth.
Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line,
For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine, My soul with love o’er-floweth.
Thy word, Jesu, Inly feeds us, rightly leads us, life bestowing
Praise, O praise such love o’er-flowing.

Presentation Hymn

(Tune: Old Hundredth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer B

BCP-367

Sanctus (sung)

Setting by Richard Proulx S-125
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Acclamation
Setting by McNeil Robinson II S-138
Amen
Setting by McNeil Robinson II S-146
The Lord’s Prayer
BCP-364
Fraction Anthem
“Christ Our Passover”
Setting by David Hurd S-154
“Agnus Dei”
Setting by David Herd S-161
All are Welcome to Receive Communion.
Communion Hymn

“Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”

H-336

Werde Munter

Post Communion Prayer
The Blessing
Hymn at the Retiring Procession
“As With Gladness Men of Old”

BCP-365
BCP-366
H-119

Dix

The Dismissal
Postlude

BCP-366
Nun freut euch, lieben Christen g’mein, BWV 734
Johann Sebastian Bac
It has long been the custom at St. John’s Church for the congregation to be seated and listen to the Organ
Postlude. Please do not feel compelled to do so; but if you prefer to leave immediately after the candles are
extinguished, please depart quietly so those who wish to do so may listen prayerfully to the Postlude.
The flowers at the Altar this morning are given by Gail Boyd in loving memory of her
parents, Edna and Charles Schneider.
Announcements
Music in today’s liturgy: Today is the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6. As is the norm at St.
John’s Church, all of the music is selected to coordinate with the themes of the prayers and lessons
appointed for this day. This should be fairly obvious in the selection of the congregational hymns
which all deal with the gospel story of the magi. The choir also sings an Introit appropriate for the
day by Everett Titcomb (1884-1968), an important American Anglo-Catholic organist (St. John’s
Church, Boston) and composer. The Choir’s Offertory Anthem is an arrangement for solo voice
and choir of a song by Peter Cornelius (1824-1874), a German composer, poet and translator. The
Organ Preludes are, first, by Austin Lovelace (1919-2010), an influential American church
musician and composer with over 700 published sacred compositions, is based on an epiphany
hymn.The second, is a Prelude based on the Gregorian Chant Introit for the Feast of the Epiphany;
it is by Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986), an important French composer, organist (St. Etienne du
Mont, Paris) and teacher (Paris Conservatory). The Organ Postlude is by Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750). It is a setting of Luther’s hymn, “Now Rejoice, Dear Christians”. The right hand
races through a perpetual motion soprano part of 16th notes and the left hand supplies a “jumpy”
bass line, while the hymn tune is played on a trumpet stop on the organ pedals as a kind of tenor
part in between those two voices.
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Thank you, Choir: for the glorious music offered during the entire Advent Season and especially
for the Lessons & Carols Service on December 23 (One long-time parishioner called it the best
Lessons and Carols EVER!) and Christmas Eve. The Choir’s “Post- Christmas Party” will be on
Sunday afternoon, February 3, at the home of Bill & Mary Anne Clisham.
Food Pantry: The Food Pantry distribution day is now only on Tuesday from noon to 2:00 p.m.
This decision was made after some careful research which noted that there are a number of other
pantry sites within Salem City which cover all the days of the week with the exception of Tuesday.
There are copies of the distribution sites on the hall counter in the Parish House. Please note that
we continue to need volunteers and contributions. There is no Food Pantry on January 1. We
will resume on January 8.
Weekly Bible Study resumes Wednesday, January 9, at 10:30 a.m. and
Thursday, January 10, at 6:30 p.m.
You are cordially invited to the home of Sue and Curt Harker for a Twelfth Night
celebration on TODAY, January 6, 2019, from 4:00 p.m. to 8 p.m. Our home is at 24 Oak
Street, Salem City. No RSVP is needed.
Your 2019 envelopes are ready for pick up in the back of the church and chapel. Thank you.
We a ppr eciate t he service o f the Particip ants i n To da y’s W orship :
8:00 a.m.
Presiding and Preaching
The Rev. Charles W. Messer
Celebrants
The People of St. John’s
Chalicist/Lector/POP
Jim Davis
10:30 a.m.
Presiding and Preaching
The Rev. Charles W. Messer
Assisting
The Rev. Deacon Sally B. Maurer
Celebrants
The People of St. John’s
Musicians
Bill Clisham, Minister of Music
St. John’s Choir
Chalicist
George Neff
Lector/POP
Ann Neff
Acolyte Guild
David Miller, Ryan Bailey Jr., Laurel Norton
Ushers
Attendance
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 30
8:00 a.m.
20
16
23
24
10:30 a.m.
45
75
70
33
December 30
Pledge $ 486.07
Loose $ 70.51
Counters
1/6
1/13

Bill Mecum and Mary Anne Clisham
TBD
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This Week’s Parish Calendar
Sun, Jan 6 The Epiphany
8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite I, in the Chapel with The Rev. Charles W. Messer;
9:00 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal;
9:15 a.m.
Christian Forum;
10:30 a.m.
Holy Choral Eucharist, Rite II, in the Church with The Rev. Charles W. Messer;
12:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hour – ECW Birthday Sunday;
ECW Monthly Meeting.
Tue, 1/8
Wed, 1/9
Thu, 1/10

9:00 a.m. Quilters;
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon IAC;
7:00 p.m. NA.
10:30 a.m. Bible Study;
Noon – Holy Eucharist and Healing;
8:00 p.m. AA
6:30 p.m. Pot Luck and Bible Study.

Next Sunday: Sun, Jan 13 The First Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite I, in the Chapel with The Rev. Charles W. Messer;
9:00 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal;
9:15 a.m.
Christian Forum;
10:30 a.m.
Holy Choral Eucharist, Rite II, in the Church with The Rev. Charles W. Messer;
12:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hour – ECW Sandwich Sunday;
Vestry Monthly Meeting.
01/02
01/06
01/13
01/14
01/16
01/16
01/20
01/23
01/23
01/25
01/26
01/26
01/27
01/31

Happy Birthday
Tammy Peterson
Jimmy Trinidad (Dad)
Father Chuck Messer
Eileen Miller
Joseph Peterson, Jr.
Mary Beth Chard
Dianne Messer
Joseph Peterson, Sr.
Matthew Wayne Runkle
Emma Messer
Charles Miller IV
Diane Wohlrab
Mary Miller
Rosie Carroll

Celebrating an Anniversary
01/06/1979

John Jr. and Wendy Laning
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Church Directory
Ordained Ministry
The Rev. Charles W. Messer
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer

Cell (610) 800-8795
Cell (856) 297-2385

Ron Magill - Senior Warden
David Miller - Junior Warden
Ann Neff - Clerk
Mary Anne Clisham – Recording Secretary
Ann Neff - Treasurer
Committees
Liturgy and Worship
Ron Wohlrab, Chair
Buildings and Grounds
David Miller, Chair
Finance Chair
Adult Education
Eileen Miller, Chair
Youth Education Chair
Outreach
Rev. Sally Maurer, Chair
ECW President
Eileen Miller

(856)935-5398
(609)202-7197
(856) 358-9610
(908)472-7596
(856) 358-9610

(856) 935-0098
(609) 202-7197
(609) 202-7220
(856) 769-1409
(609) 202-7220

Parish Staff
Warren Bye – Parish Sexton
William F. Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music
Marjorie Warren – Parish Secretary
Eileen Miller, Forerunner Editor
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(856) 935-1798
(908) 472-7597
(856) 935-1798
(609)202-7220
Email: ecmiller114@gmail.com

