St. John’s Episcopal Church
76 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079
856-935-1798
Established 1722

The Seventh Sunday of Easter: Solemnity of the Ascension
(Mother’s Day)
Holy Eucharist
May 13, 2018
Order of Service
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist – Rite I
8:00 a.m.
THE WORD OF GOD
Easter Acclamation

BCP-323

Collect for Purity

BCP-323

Glory be to God on high

BCP-324

The Collect
O Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above
all heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that,
according to his promise, he abideth with his Church on earth, even unto the end
of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47

Omnes gentes, plaudit

BCP--650

Ephesians 1:15-23
The Gospel (please stand) Luke 24:44-53
Sermon

The Rev. Charles W. Messer

The Nicene Creed

BCP-326

The Prayers of the People

BCP-328

Confession and Absolution
The Peace
THE HOLY COMMUNION

BCP-330
BCP-332

Eucharistic Prayer 1

BCP-333

The Lord’s Prayer

BCP-336

All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion.
Post Communion Prayer

BCP-339

The Blessing and Dismissal

BCP-339
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Holy Choral Eucharist – Rite II
10:30 a.m.
THE WORD OF GOD

Processional Hymn

“Hail Thee, Festival Day”

H-216

Salve festa dies

Gloria

William Mathias S-278

The Collect
Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all
heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that,
according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of
the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Acts 1:1-11
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from
me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit
not many days from now."
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go
into heaven."
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Psalm 47
Omnes gentes, plaudit
(Anglican Chant sung by the Choir)
1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; *
shout to God with a cry of joy.
2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared; *
he is the great King over all the earth.
3 He subdues the peoples under us, *
and the nations under our feet.
4 He chooses our inheritance for us, *
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
5 God has gone up with a shout, *
the LORD with the sound of the ram's-horn.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; *
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
7 For God is King of all the earth; *
sing praises with all your skill.
8 God reigns over the nations; *
God sits upon his holy throne.
9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together *
with the people of the God of Abraham.
10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, *
and he is highly exalted.

BCP--650
Robert Jordahl

Ephesians 1:15-23
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.
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And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Gradual Hymn

“We All Are One in Mission” (vs. 1-2/3-4)

W-778

Nyland

The Gospel (please stand) Luke 24:44-53
Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I
was still with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses,
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds
to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And
see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the
city until you have been clothed with power from on high."
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried
up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
Sermon

The Rev. Charles W. Messer

The Nicene Creed

BCP-358

The Prayers of the People (Form IV)

BCP-388

Confession and Absolution

BCP-360

The Peace

BCP-308

Announcements
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offering Anthem

O for a Shout of Sacred Joy

Robert Jordahl

O for a shout of sacred joy to God the sovereign King!
Let every land their tongues employ, and hymns of triumph sing.
For Jesus now ascends on high, His heavenly guard around,
attend Him rising through the sky with trumpets’ joyful sound.
O for a shout of sacred joy!
(American Colonial hymn)
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Presentation Hymn

(Tune: Lasst Uns Erfreuen)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Eucharistic Prayer A

BCP-361

Sanctus

Richard Proulx S-125

Acclamation

William Clisham

Amen

McNeil Robinson II S-146

Fraction

Christ Our Passover
Be Known to Us

David Hurd S-154
Gary James W-875

All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion.
Communion Anthem Above All Praise, Op. 79, No. 3

Felix Mendelssohn

Above all praise and all majesty, Lord Thou reignest evermore.
Hallelujah!

Post Communion Prayer

BCP-365

The Blessing

BCP-366

Hymn at the Retiring Procession
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

H-494

Diademata

The Dismissal

BCP-366

Today’s Altar flowers are given by Curt and Sue Harker to the Glory of God
and in thanksgiving for their 37th Wedding Anniversary.
If you have donated flowers today, after the service please take your flowers to
a family member or shut in.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Music in Today’s Liturgy: Today is the Seventh Sunday of Easter, and also the
Sunday after the Ascension. We follow lessons and prayers appropriate for the
Ascension of Our Lord. As is our practice at St. John’s, all of the music used in the
liturgy, whether congregational, choral, or instrumental, is selected to coordinate with the
themes of the prayers and lessons. This should be apparent especially in the hymns and
anthems today. The Choir will sing Psalm 47 in an Anglican Chant setting by T.
Tertius Noble (1867-1953), who was an English-born organist (Ely Cathedral &
Yorkminster) and composer, resident in the United States for the latter part of his career,
during which time he was Organist/Choir Master at St. Thomas Church, NYC, where he
founded the Saint Thomas Choir School for boys in 1919. The Offering Anthem is a
setting of an American colonial Ascension hymn. The music is by Robert Jordahl (19262008), an American composer and Professor of Music (McNeese State University). The
Communion Anthem is also a brief Ascension anthem by Felix Mendelssohn (18091847), among the most popular German composers of the romantic era. This Anthem is
a brief excerpt from his larger “Hymn of Praise”.
NOTE: There is no organ Prelude or Postlude today. The organ blower motor has still
not been restored.
St. John’s Choir: If you are interested in joining us as we continue to sing and lead
worship through the months of May and June—plus a special Installation Liturgy for
our new Rector, Fr. Charles Messer (date to be determined) and a celebration of St.
John’s Day, June 24—or if you know of someone who might be interested, please see
Minister of Music, Bill Clisham, immediately after the Postlude or at Coffee Hour. No
auditions are required, but a “get acquainted” meeting with Bill is necessary for
placement and music assignment. Rehearsals are every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM
prior to the 10:30 AM Choral Eucharist. There are no scheduled mid-week rehearsals
apart from Ash Wednesday and Holy Week.
Food Pantry: The Food Pantry distribution day is now only on Tuesday from noon to
2:00 p.m. This decision was made after some careful research which noted that there are
a number of other pantry sites within Salem City which cover all the days of the week
with the exception of Tuesday. There are copies of the distribution sites on the hall
counter in the Parish House. Please note that we continue to need volunteers and
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contributions. We served 56 people this week. The May calendar is posted on the office
door and the volunteers 5/1 Sue, 5/8 Gwen & Laurel, 5/15 Aud, 5/22 Laurie, Emma,
Ryan, Eleanor & Evangelina, 5/29 Rick & Bonnie.
The Salem American Legion Band under the direction of Pat Bullock presents a
Patriotic Spring Concert on Tuesday, May 22, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at the Salem County
VoTech School on Route 45, Woodstown, NJ.
We appreciate service of the Participants in Today’s Worship:
8:00 a.m.
Presiding and Preaching
The Rev. Charles W. Messer
Celebrants
The People of St. John’s
Chalicist/Lector/POP
Jim Davis
10:30 a.m.
Presiding and Preaching
The Rev. Charles W. Messer
Assisting
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer
Celebrants
The People of St. John’s
Minister of Music
Bill Clisham
The St. John’s Choir
Chalicist
Eileen Miller
Lector/POP
Ryan C. Bailey
Acolyte Guild
David Miller, Laurel Norton, Sue Harker
Ushers
Attendance
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

April 15
16
37

April 22
13
42

May 6

Pledge $ 1,380.00

Counters
5/13: Aud Hamilton and Curt Harker.

8

April 29
13
41

May 6

Loose $ 54.75

72

This Week’s Parish Calendar
Sun, 5/13

The Seventh Sunday of Easter: Solemnity of the Ascension
(Mother’s Day)

8:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite I, in the Chapel
with The Rev. Charles W. Messer;
Choir Rehearsal;
Holy Choral Eucharist, Rite II, in the Church
with The Rev. Charles W. Messer;
Fellowship Hour.

Mon, 5/14

5-6 Yoga.

Tue, 5/15

9:00 a.m. to Noon Quilters;
7:00 NA.

Wed, 5/16

9-3 Retired Educator’s Luncheon in Parish Hall;
Noon Holy Eucharist and Healing
with The Rev. Charles W. Messer;
8:00 p.m. AA.

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Next Week:
Sun, 5/20
The Day of Pentecost
8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite I, in the Chapel
with The Rev. Charles W. Messer;
9:00 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal;
10:30 a.m.
Holy Choral Eucharist, Rite II, in the Church
with The Rev. Charles W. Messer;
12:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hour.
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Prayers
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Church Directory
Ordained Ministry
The Rev. Charles Messer
The Rev. Deacon Sally Maurer

Cell (610) 800-879
Cell (856) 297-2385

Ron Magill - Senior Warden
David Miller - Junior Warden
Ann Neff - Clerk
Mary Anne Clisham – Recording Secretary
Ann Neff - Treasurer
Committees
Liturgy and Worship
Ron Wohlrab, Chair
Buildings and Grounds
David Miller, Chair
Finance Chair
Adult Education
Eileen Miller, Chair
Youth Education Chair
Outreach
Rev. Sally Maurer, Chair
ECW President
Eileen Miller

(856)935-5398
(609)202-7197
(856) 358-9610
(908)472-7596
(856) 358-9610

(856) 935-0098
(609) 202-7197
(609) 202-7220
(856) 769-1409
(609) 202-7220

Parish Staff
Warren Bye – Parish Sexton
(856) 935-1798
William F. Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music
(908) 472-7597
Marjorie Warren – Parish Secretary
(856) 935-1798
Eileen Miller, Forerunner Editor
(609)202-7220
Email: ecmiller114@gmail.com
St. John’s Email: stjohnssalemnj@comcast.net
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