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The Third Sunday of Advent 
 

December 16, 2012 
Order of Service 

8:00 and 10:30 a.m.  
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Holy Eucharist – Rite I 
8:00 a.m. 

 
The Word of God 

Opening Acclamation BCP-323 
Collect for Purity BCP-323  
Lord, have mercy upon us. BCP-324 
 
The Collect of the Day 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because 
we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily 
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Canticle 9     The First Song of Isaiah    Ecce Deus                      BCP-86 
Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7 

The Gospel (please stand) Luke 3:7-18 

Sermon  The Rev. Steven E. Carroll 

The Nicene Creed BCP-326 

The Prayers of the People                                              BCP-328 

Confession/Absolution BCP-330/332 

The Peace           BCP-332 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Eucharistic Prayer I BCP-333 
 
The Lord’s Prayer BCP-336 

All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer BCP-339 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal BCP-339 
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Holy Eucharist – Rite II 
10:30 a.m. 

The Word of God 
 

Prelude                                   Five Noels (l’Organiste) César Franck 
 
Introit                           Savior  of the Nations, Come Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
Processional Hymn    “Hark, A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” H-59 

Merton 
Salutation BCP-355 
 
Kyrie  Setting by Franz Schubert  S-96 
 
The Collect of the Day 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because 
we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily 
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;  
shout, O Israel!  

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,  
O daughter Jerusalem!  

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,  
he has turned away your enemies.  

The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;  
you shall fear disaster no more.  

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  
Do not fear, O Zion;  

do not let your hands grow weak.  
The LORD, your God, is in your midst,  

a warrior who gives victory;  
he will rejoice over you with gladness,  

he will renew you in his love;  
he will exult over you with loud singing  

as on a day of festival.  
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I will remove disaster from you,  
so that you will not bear reproach for it.  

I will deal with all your oppressors  
at that time.  

And I will save the lame  
and gather the outcast,  

and I will change their shame into praise  
and renown in all the earth.  

At that time I will bring you home,  
at the time when I gather you;  

for I will make you renowned and praised  
among all the peoples of the earth,  

when I restore your fortunes  
before your eyes, says the LORD.  
 

Cant icle 9     The First Song of Isaiah    Ecce Deus                      BCP-86 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
(Anglican Chant sung by the choir) Keith Shafer/after Jack Noble White 
Surely, it is God who saves me; *  

I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  

and he will be my Savior.  
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *  

from the springs of salvation.  
And on that day you shall say, *  

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *  

see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *  

and this is known in all the world.  
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *  

for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
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everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Gradual Hym       “On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry”  (v. 1-3) H-76 
Winchester New 

The Gospel (please stand)  Luke 3:7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our 
ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, 
"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 
food must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 
him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we 
do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages." 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of 
them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire." 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

Sermon The Rev. Steven E. Carroll 

The Nicene Creed BCP-358 

Prayers of the People  (Special Advent Prayer) 

God of the prophets, give your church courage to speak truth, and to tell of your love, 

 God of the prophets, hear us and help us! 
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God of the angels, give your church voice to sing your presence into the world. Give the world a 

freedom song, and help us to speak peace throughout the earth. 

 God of the angels, hear us and help us! 

God of Mary and Elizabeth, give your church grace to be pregnant with hope and to bring forth new life 

for a barren world. 

 God of our mothers, hear us and help us! 

God of Zechariah and Joseph, give your church dreams and visions, and the courage to follow them. 

 God of our fathers, hear us and help us! 

God of the shepherds, give your church humility, and to all who sit in darkness, alone and afraid, a 

light from heaven proclaiming peace. 

 God of the shepherds, hear us and help us! 

God of the magi, give your church gifts, and the will to leave home to find you among the poor. 

 God of the magi, hear us and help us! 

God of the Holy Innocents, give your church power to stand against violence and to protect the 

powerless. 

 God of the victim, hear us and help us! 

God of our Sovereign, you are always coming into the world. Come to us now, soon, and forever, and 

let us receive you as the Child of holiness and the Wind of change, through whom, this night, we pray. 

 AMEN. 

Confession BCP-360 

Absolution BCP-360 

The Peace BCP-360 

Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Anthem       Rejoice in the Lord Alway                   Henry Purcell 
Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say rejoice.  
Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and suppl ication wi th 
thanksgiving  
let your request be made known unto God.  
And the peace which passeth al l understanding  
shal l keep your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice.  
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Presentation                            Morning Hymn     (vs. 4)  H-11 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, ye people here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  A BCP-361 
Sanctus  (sung)  Setting by Franz Schubert    S-130 
Acclamation William Clisham 
Amen  Setting by McNeil Robinson II  S-146 
The Lord’s Prayer                BCP-364 
The Breaking of the Bread BCP-364 
Fraction      Christ Our Passover Setting by David Hurd  S-154 
 Jesus, Lamb of God Setting by Franz Schubert  S-164 
 

All Baptized Christians are Welcome to Receive Communion. 
 

Communion Hymn      “Surely It Is God Who Saves Me” H-679 
Thomas Merton 

Post Communion Prayer BCP-365 
 
The Blessing BCP-366 
 
Recessional Hymn          “Soon and Very Soon” LEVS-14 
                                                             André Crouch               (Please see insert) 
 
The Dismissal BCP-366 
 
Postlude         Prelude & Fugue in A Minor , BuxWV 152          Dietrich Buxtehude 
 
The flowers at the altar today are given by Helen and Jim Acton in 
memory of their fathers: James N. Acton and C. Allen Patrick; their 
Uncle James R. Karns; and their dear friends, Mary Lou and Al 
George. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MUSI C I N TODAY’ S LI TURGY: The music selected for this Third Sunday of Advent 
focuses again on the mission of this parish’s name-sake Saint, John the Baptist. We do not 
sing a Gloria during this season of preparation, but sing a setting of the Kyrie, Sanctus and 
Agnus Dei arranged from Franz Schubert’s Deutche Messe.  Today the Psalm is replaced by an 
Old Testament Canticle, The First Song of Isaiah.  All of the Hymns focus on John the 
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Baptist’s message and preparation for the imminent coming of the Kingdom of God.  The 
Choir  Anthem is a slightly abbreviated version of a verse anthem by Henry Purcell (1659-
1695), perhaps the most important 17th century English composer.  I t is a setting of a 
portion of today’s Epistle Lesson, which is the real reason for the pink candle in our Advent 
wreath, proclaiming a time of rejoicing in the midst of a season of peni tence and preparation.  
The Choir again repeats the I ntr oi t “Savior of the Nations, Come” , Bach’s harmonization 
of one of Luther’s earliest Advent chorales.  The Organ Pr el ude is a set of fi ve brief Noels 
from a collection of pieces for organ or harmonium (l’Organiste) by French Romantic 
Composer, César Franck (1822-1890).  The Or gan Post l ude is a Prelude and Fugue by 
Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707), sometimes referred to as the father of German Baroque 
Organ Music.  The piece is in four sections: the fi rst is a free-form quasi-improvisatory 
toccata.  This is followed by two fugal sections based on the same theme, one in duple meter, 
one in triple meter. The piece concludes with a brief  toccata-like cadence.    
 
JUNI OR CH ORI STERS (gr ades 3 &  up, unchanged voices) will rehearse following 
worship today (12:00-12:30) to prepare anthems and carols for the 5:00 PM Christmas Eve 
Li turgy and Blessing of the Creche. 
 
ST. JOHN’ S CH OI R: will also have a special rehearsal af ter the li turgy today, beginning at 
12:30, to prepare music for the special Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols, scheduled for 
Sunday, December 23, at 10:30 AM.  I t will be, as always, an inspiring service of readings and 
music.  The Choir and Handbells will also of fer a program of Christmas Music starting at 
10:00 PM on Christmas Eve, prior to the 10:30 PM Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist.  Mark 
your calendars, plan to arrive early, and invi te your f riends. 
 
NEW PARTI CI PANTS: Anyone who was not active last season, but is interested in joining 
any of our singing or ringing ensembles should contact Bill Clisham at your earliest 
convenience.  Auditions are not required, but a “get-acquainted meeting” is necessary for 
placement and planning purposes.  See the back of the service bulletin for contact 
information, or come to the organ console and introduce yourself following the Postlude.  
 
Ther e is a l ibrar y car t ful l  of books i n Fr . St eve’ s Off ice – your s for  a donat ion to 
ECW.  These ar e most ly hard-cover  books and some have never  been upened…al l  
ar e i n good condi t ion.  Ther e is a smal l box of paperbacks too.  Take a look and 
tak e some books.  L eave whatever  amount you feel  i s r ight . 
 
The Food Pantr y was r epl eni shed by unbel i evably gener ous you. The pantr y i s 
always open and, thanks to you, ther e i s a supply of heal thy, nutr i t ious food 
avai labl e to those who ar e i n need.  W e need j uices, canned fr ui t and vegetabl es 
(someone ask ed for  car rots), canned meats and tuna, canned pasta entr es, 
spaghett i  sauce, mor e pancak e mix and syr up (ver y popular ). Al so laundr y 
det er gent, di shwashi ng l iquid, and toi l etr i es-these ar e not cover ed by food stamps. 
Thank you for  shar i ng wi th those i n need-they expr ess thei r  si ncer e appr eciat ion. 
Ther e ar e al so tax r eceipts avai labl e for  your  donat ions to the food pantr y.  
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Sal em Rotar y pr esents a motorcoach tr ip to Washi ngton DC – 3 days and 2 nights-
$299 per  per son, doubl e occupancy, Sat-Mon, May 18-20, 2013, 4 meals:  2 
br eak fasts and 2 dinner s.  Many guided tour s of our  Nat ion’ s Capi tal -see Father  
St eve or  cal l  the of f ice for  brochur es. 
 
We appreciate the Participants in Today’s Service: 
8:00 a.m. 
Presiding & Preaching The Rev. Steven E. Carroll  
Assisting The Rev. Sally Maurer, Deacon 
Celebrants The People of St. John’s 
Chalicist/Lector/POP Jim Davis 
10:30 a.m. 
Presiding & Preaching The Rev. Steven E. Carroll  
Assisting The Rev. Sally Maurer, Deacon 
Celebrants The People of St. John’s 
Minister of Music Bill Clisham 
Chalicist Eileen Miller 
Lector Nate Gable 
Advent Prayer of the People Nate Gable 
Acolyte Guild Ron Wohlrab-Crucifer 
 Jean Miller- Torch Bearer  
 David Miller-Torch Bearer  
Sacristans TBD 
Ushers Chris Sorenson and Sue Harker  
Lock Up Duty Eileen Miller 
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This Week’s Parish Calendar–Third  Sunday  in Advent 
 
Sun, 12/16 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I in the Chapel; 
 9:00 are Choir Rehearsal; 
 9:15-10:15 am Sunday School – No Adult Forum; 
 10:30 am HolyEucharist Rite II in the Church;  
 12:00 Fellowship Hour; 
 12:00-12:40 Junior Choristers Rehearsal.  

 
Tue, 12/18 9:00 am Quilters; 
 3:30-6:00 pm DYFS Christmas party; 

 5:00-6:00 pm Yoga; 
 6:30-7:35 pm Salem Ringers rehearsal; 

 8:00 pm NA. 
 
Wed, 12/19 Noon Eucharist and Healing Service; 
 5:00-7:00 pm Family Support Organization; 

 8:00 pm AA. 
 
Thu, 12/20 3:30-6:00 pm DYFS Christmas party; 
 5:00-6:00 pm Yoga. 
 
Sat, 12/22 10:00 am Greening of the Church 

 
 
The 2013 Budget is currently being worked on.  All Committee Chairs should make 

their wants known.  Contact Ron Magill for more information. 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

      Nov 18 Nov 25 Dec 2 Dec 9 
8:00  am                                20     13    18   17 
10:30 am         34                    57                      45                  41 
Total                    54                    70                      63                  58 
 
 
December 9        Pledges $ 684.65  Loose Offerings    $56.55 
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Prayers 
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Church Directory 
Ordained Ministry      
  The Rev. Steven E. Carroll, Rector  Home  (856) 376-3557 
                                 Cell (856) 236-4337 
  The Rev. Sally Maurer, Deacon  Cell (856) 297-2385 
 
Please contact Father Steve if you would like a pastoral visit.                   
         Email: fathersteve@comcast.net 
Officers of the Vestry 
Ron Magill - Senior Warden (856)935-5398    
Virginia Sisco - Junior Warden (856)358-0307   
Clerk   
Treasurer  
 
Committees 
  Liturgy and Worship 
     Ron Wohlrab, Chair      (856)935-0098 
  Buildings and Grounds 
     Virginia Sisco, Chair   (856)358-0307 
  Finance    
     Chair    
  Adult Education 
    Eileen Miller, Chair, Fr. Steve   (856) 769-4957 
  Youth Education 
    Celeste Willis, Chair   (856) 935-6415 
  Outreach 
      Ron Magill, Chair   (856) 935-5398 
  ECW President 
      Diane Wohlrab  (856) 935-0098  
Parish Staff 
Warren Bye – Parish Sexton  (856) 935-1798 
William F. Clisham, Jr., Minister of Music (908) 472-7597 
Marjorie Warren – Parish Secretary  (856) 935-1798 
Rosie Carroll, Forerunner Editor  (856) 376-3557  
                                                                      Email: rsmrycarroll@yahoo.com 
 


